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Doctrine 10 – Part Two 
Study of Last Things 

 

I. Introduction 

A. In our previous study we discussed the different views of 
theological belief on the matters of last things 

B. We discussed the important role consistent historical-
grammatical interpretation has upon a person theological 
position. 

C. We discussed the three millennial views and the three views 
of when the Church will be raptured. 

D. Today we will discuss the intermediate state and future 
biblical events. 

E.  Some of these discussion will take us back into a 
discussion of the millennium and the rapture timing question. 

II. The Intermediate State 

A. With certainty the believer can rest in Jesus Christ to 
provide victory over death, assuring him of eternal life.  

1. The intermediate state is defined by Erickson as, “the 
condition of humans between their death and the 
resurrection.”1  

2. Norm Geisler gives us a succinct statement concerning this 
intermediate state, The Bible teaches that between death and 
resurrection, the human soul/spirit survives consciously apart from 
its body. This is neither a state of annihilation nor a state of 
unconscious “sleep”; this is an eternal state of conscious bliss for 
the saved and conscious anguish for the lost.2 

3. That a believer will eventually be in the presence of the 
Lord is a strong belief among Christians.   

 
1 Erickson, Christian Theology, 1077. 
2 Norman L. Geisler, Systematic Theology, Volume Four: Church, Last Things (Minneapolis, MN: 

Bethany House Publishers, 2005), 253. 
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4. However, many questions about death and the afterlife 
exist.  

5. Are believers with the Lord now? Do they have bodies 
now? Where are unbelievers?  

6. These are important questions to be able to address 
especially to those who are mourning the loss of a loved one. 

B. Temporary  

1. When a person experiences physical death they remain 
consciously aware.  

a) The immaterial facet of their being is still 
functioning, though their physical body is no 
longer.  

b) One clear example of this is found in Jesus’ 
teaching on the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-–
1).  

c) In this account both the wicked and the 
righteous are able to reason, communicate and 
enjoy both blessing and torment.  

d) Erickson points out that although Jesus’ goal in 
this story was not to give a specific teaching about 
the intermediate state, “it is unlikely that he would 
mislead us on this subject.”3  

e)  Another example of having a conscious 
awareness after death is found in Luke 23:43 where 
Jesus promises the thief on the cross that he would 
be in paradise with Him that day.  

f) If there is no intermediate state, then Jesus was 
misleading and that is certainly not the case.  

 
3 Erickson, Christian Theology1079–1080. 
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2. Those who argue that the New Testament refers to 
believers sleeping as evidence of soul sleep fail to understand 
this was a euphemism for the cessation of physical life.  

a) Today, believers who die are in the presence of 
the Lord, conscious and awaiting their resurrected 
body (2 Cor 5:8; 1 Thess 4:15–17).  

2 Corinthians 5:8 (NKJV)8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:15–17 (NKJV)15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  

C. Heaven  

1. As previously noted, believers who have died physically 
are in Paradise with the Lord awaiting their glorified bodies. 

a)  This place, according to Packer, is a “gain for 
believers (Phil. 1:21) because after death they are 
closer to Christ.”4  

b) Still, this is a temporary state that awaits the 
resurrection of the body.  

c) I believe this event will happen for believers 
before the Great tribulation at the Rapture of the 
Church, according to (1 Thess 4:15–17).  

1 Thessalonians 4:15–17 (NKJV)15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  

 
4 J. I. Packer, Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 

House, 1993), 248. 
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d) It should be noted that many who hold to a 
different Rapture timing see this resurrection 
happening after the Second Coming of Christ (Rev 
20:4–6).   

Revelation 20:4–6 (NKJV)4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads 
or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 
But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.  

e) There is a coming eternal state which will be 
experienced when the new heaven and new earth 
are established.  

f) Enns summarizes the events that will lead all 
believers into the eternal state writing,  

In Revelation 21, the final eternal abode for believers is described as “a new 
heaven and a new earth” (21:1). The old heaven and old earth are renovated by fire 
(2 Pet. 3:10) because they were the domain of angelic and human rebellion against 
God. The redeemed believers of all ages will live in the New Jerusalem. Although 
the New Jerusalem is the home Christ has gone to prepare (John 14:2), it is also 
the heaven of the eternal state.5 

2. Until this eternal state is inaugurated believers from both 
the Old and New Testament are in Paradise with the Lord 
enjoying sweet fellowship with the Lord (2 Cor 5:8). 

2 Corinthians 5:8 (NKJV)8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.  

D. Hell 

1. There are three terms (not a complete listing) that one 
should be familiar with in understanding how the Bible 
references the abode of the unbeliever.  

 
5 Enns, Basic Theology, 373. 
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2. In the Old Testament Mounce states that, “Sheol is the 
place of the dead for all people, both righteous and 
unrighteous.”6  

3. In the New Testament there are two Greek words one 
should be familiar with, ᾅδης (hadēs) and γέεννα (gehenna). 
Hades is a word that speaks of the abode in the afterlife and 
was used much like the Hebrew sheol. 

a)  Enns notes that, “hades is probably used in two 
different ways. It is used to describe a place when 
referring to punishment and simply the state of 
death where all must go upon termination of life.”7  

b) The second Greek term is gehenna is explained 
by Louw-Nida “… as ‘place of punishment’ or ‘place 
where the dead suffer’ or ‘place where the dead 
suffer because of their sins.”8  

c) Enns writes that gehenna is, “synonymous with 
eternal punishment, the fire of hell. It describes the 
punishment connected with the final judgment, a 
punishment that has eternal duration, not 
annihilation (Matt. 23:15, 33; 25:41, 46).”9 

While the unbeliever is being held in an 
intermediate state presently, Revelation 20:5–6 
speaks of the day when they will be resurrected 
unto an eternal state of suffering in the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:5–6 (NKJV)5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he 
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years.  

4. It was for the purpose of saving the lost from both the 
intermediate and eternal states of torment that Christ came.  

 
6 William D. Mounce, Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 331. 
7 Enns, Basic Theology, 374. 
8 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based 

on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 5. 
9 Enns, Basic Theology, 375. 
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a) God’s desire is for man to walk with Him in a 
restored relationship that was procured by Christ 
on the cross and those who reject this offer of 
salvation will endure the eternal flames of hell.  

b) 1 Peter 3:9 tells us that God is not willing that 
any should perish.  

1 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a 
blessing.  

c) Therefore God, knowing the terrors of eternal 
judgment, sent His Son to bear the penalty of sin. 

d)  This substitutionary sacrifice provides the way 
for sinful man to escape the wrath to come.  

III. Future Biblical Events 

A.  These next sections will explore what future biblical 
events are to come.  

1. While not exhaustive, consideration will be given to the 
Rapture of the Church, the Tribulation, the Second Coming of 
Christ, the Millennium, and the Resurrection of the dead.  

2. The nature and timing of these events are not agreed upon 
by all believers.  

3. Here at CCL we hold to a pretribulational premillennial 
understanding. 

B. The Rapture of the Church  

1. Rapture of the Church is a teaching that finds its root in the 
Latin word rapturo, found in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.  

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NKJV)17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  
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a) The Greek word in this verse is ἁρπάζω and in 
the NKJV of the Bible it is translated “caught up.”10  

b) The Rapture is the event where believers are 
caught up into the presence of the Lord.  

2. There are three main views held among believers and each 
sees the event happening at different times on the last days 
calendar.  

3. The Postribualtionalism view sees the Rapture as a 
simultaneous event with the Second Coming of Christ (Matt 24 
:27–31; Rev 19:1–16).11  

Matthew 24:27–31 (NKJV)27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 
to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the 
carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 29 “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.  

a) This coming of Christ again to the earth will 
happen at the end of the tribulation and thus this 
view believes that the Church will go through the 
Great Tribulation.  

b) This view mistakenly identifies the elect of 
Matthew 24:31b that are gathered from the four 
winds of the earth as the Rapture.  

Matthew 24:31 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.  

c) However, Jesus is referring to the same 
prophetic event that gathers scattered Israel (Isa 
11:11–12) prior to establishing the Kingdom. 

 
10 Cf. Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding 

Biblical Truth (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), 537. 
11 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. 1093. 
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Isaiah 11:11–12 (NKJV)11 It shall come to pass in that day That the LORD shall set 
His hand again the second time To recover the remnant of His people who are left, 
From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and Shinar, From 
Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12 He will set up a banner for the nations, And 
will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And gather together the dispersed of Judah 
From the four corners of the earth.  

4. The midtribulational view teaches that the Rapture will take 
place in the middle of the seven-year tribulation.  

a) This view identifies the “last trumpet” of 1 
Corinthians 15:52 with the last trumpet blast in 
Revelation 11:15.  

1 Corinthians 15:52 (NKJV)52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed.  
 
Revelation 11:15 (NKJV)15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”  

b) A closer look at these two events does not 
support the idea that these events are one in the 
same. Ryrie states of this association that,  

This is a somewhat simplistic argument that assumes that all blowing of trumpets 
must indicate the same kind of event. This is not true. In Jewish apocalyptic 
literature, trumpets signaled a variety of great eschatological events, including 
judgments, the gathering of the elect, and resurrection. The seventh trumpet is a 
trumpet of judgment, whereas the trumpet in 1 Corinthians is one of resurrection 
and deliverance. That they indicate the same event is a gratuitous assumption.12  

c) While this view seeks to keep the Church from 
the worst part of Jacob’s trouble it still has the 
Church in the tribulation. 

d)  These seven years are a time when God pours 
out His wrath on rebellious nations while waking up 
the nation of Israel. 

5. The third view believes that the Church will be caught up to 
meet the Lord prior to the Great Tribulation.  

 
12 Ryrie, Basic Theology, 581. 



 9 

a) This view is known as the pretribulation Rapture. 
We hold to this view for the following reasons.  

b) The Church and Israel are distinct entities and 
the Great Tribulation is a time when Israel will 
experience the persecution of the Anti-Christ as 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, Jesus and John 
(Dan 7:25; Matt 24:15–22; Rev 12:1–6). 

Daniel 7:25 (NKJV)25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall 
persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. 
Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time.  
 
Matthew 24:15–22 (NKJV)15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever 
reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of 
his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 
20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then 
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened.  
 
Revelation 12:1–6 (NKJV)1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of 
twelve stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give 
birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew 
a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood 
before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it 
was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 
And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her 
there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.  

c)  God does not judge the righteous with the 
unrighteous (Gen 18:25; 19:22).  

Genesis 18:25 (NKJV)25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it 
from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  
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Genesis 19:22 (NKJV)22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you 
arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  

d) God promises to keep the Church from His wrath 
(1 Thess 5:9, Rev 3:10).  

 
Revelation 3:10 (NKJV)10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I 
also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the earth.  

(1) Debate exists as to whether or not “keep you from” 
should be interpreted as a removal from the tribulation 
or a preservation through. 

(2) It is clear that if John was going to write to teach 
the Church would not go through the Great Tribulation 
this is the verb and preposition he would use. 

(3) Norm Geisler goes a step further and states , “In 
context, this statement about being saved “out of” 
(Gk: ek) the time of trial does mean saved from it (not 
through it). One cannot be saved from an entire hour 
by being in any part of it.”13 

(4) John could have use other words to speak of being 
preserved through. 

(5) If it is preserved through the Tribuation, how 
should we understand this preservation? 

(a) Revelation speaks of believers being 
overcome by the Antichrist. 

Revelation 11:7 (NKJV)7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends 
out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill 
them.  
Revelation 13:7 (NKJV)7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.  

(b) Many tribulation believers are put to death. 
Revelation 7:9–17 (NKJV)9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

 
13 Norman L. Geisler, Systematic Theology, Volume Four: Church, Last Things 654. 
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standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the 
angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, 
“Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 14 And I 
said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out 
of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day 
and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 
They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”  

(c) Only 144,000 Jews are preserved through 
all of the terror of the Tribulation 

Revelation 7:1–4 (NKJV)1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending 
from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to 
the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do 
not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God 
on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One 
hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were 
sealed:  

e) Additionaly, the Bible teaches the imminent 
return of Christ for the Church (Phil 4:5; Titus 2:13; 
Heb 9:28; James 5:7-9; Rev 3:11).  

Philippians 4:5 (NKJV)5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at 
hand.  
 
Titus 2:13 (NKJV)13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  
 
Hebrews 9:28 (NKJV)28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To 
those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation.  
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James 5:7–9 (NKJV)7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it 
until it receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one 
another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the 
door!  
 
Revelation 3:11 (NKJV)11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, 
that no one may take your crown.  

f) Other Rapture positions are expecting certain 
prophecies to be fulfilled before the Lord returns 
and do not hold to the any moment return of a 
Christ.  

6. Much has been stated and made of the idea that 
pretribulationism is a new doctrine that was not found in the 
early church. 

a) First, that is the wrong question. The question is 
found in the teaching of the first Apostles. 

b) Geisler supports this line of thinking as he writes, “for an 
evangelical, the primary question is not whether the doctrine 
was taught by the early church, but whether it was taught by 
the earliest church—the church of the apostles. As we have 
thoroughly established, there is ample New Testament 
evidence to support pretribulationalism.”14 

c) The doctrine of imminence is clearly found both 
in the NT Scriptures but also in the writing of many 
others. 

d) Consider the historical data provided below by 
Norm Geisler. 15 

The Shepherd of Hermas (c. early second century) Go, therefore, and tell the 
elect of the Lord His mighty deeds, and say to them that this beast is a type of the 
great tribulation that is coming. If then ye prepare yourselves, and repent with all 
your heart, and turn to the Lord, it will be possible for you to escape it, if your 

 
14 Norman L. Geisler, Systematic Theology, Volume Four: Church, Last Things (632. 
15 ibid 659–660. 
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heart be pure and spotless, and ye spend the rest of the days of your life in 
serving the Lord blamelessly. Cast your cares upon the Lord, and He will direct 
them. Trust the Lord, ye who doubt, for He is all-powerful, and can turn His anger 
away from you, and send scourges on the doubters. Woe to those who hear 
these words, and despise them: better were it for them not to have been born. 
(1.4.2) 

Irenaeus (c. 125–c. 202) When in the end the Church shall be suddenly caught up 
from this, it is said, “There shall be tribulation such as has not been since the 
beginning, neither shall be.” For this is the last contest of the righteous, in which, 
when they overcome they are crowned with incorruption. (AH, 5.29) 

George Whitefield (1714–1770) Perhaps today, perhaps this midnight.… Let that 
cry, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!” be continually sounding in your ears, and 
begin now to live as though you were assured that this night you were to go forth 
to meet Him. (in Silver, LR, 122) 

John Wesley (1703–1791) “Expect Him every hour. Now He is nigh, even at the 
doors” (in ibid., 161). 

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892). The date of that coming is concealed. When he 
shall come, no man can tell. Watch for him, and be always ready, that you may 
not be ashamed at his [second] advent. (SSC, 134) 

The Scripture has left the whole matter, as far as I can see, with an intentional 
indistinctness, that we may be always expecting Christ to come, and that we 
may be watching for his coming at any hour and every hour.… He may not 
come for a thousand years; he may come tonight. (ibid., 137–38) 

7. There is also a early Church teaching that clearly states 
that the Church will not go through the tribulation. 

Ephraem the Syrian (c. 306–373) We ought to understand thoroughly therefore, 
my brothers, what is imminent or overhanging. Already there have been hunger 
and plagues, violent movements of nations and signs, which have been predicted 
by the Lord, they have already been fulfilled, and there is no other that remains, 
except the advent of the wicked one in the completion of the Roman kingdom.… 
All saints and the Elect of the Lord are gathered together before the tribulation 
which is about to come and are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not be 
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seen at the time of the confusion which overwhelms the world because of our 
sins. (OLTAEW, 2, as cited in Ice, WTS, 110–11)16 

8. The truthfulness of a doctrine is not established by men in 
Church History but if it is found in the Word of God. 

a) Many who are glad to point out that 
pretribulationism was a late doctrine fail to inform 
that covenantalism was also a late doctrine. 

b)  Many who hold to the postribulation position are 
likewise covenantalist. 

c) Consider Geisler as he writes of this inconsistency,”… by 
the same token covenant theology, held by many who deny 
the pretribulationist and premillennial views, would be 
intrinsically false as well, since it didn’t develop until nearly 
sixteen hundred years after the time of Christ by Caspar 
Olenianus (1536–1587) and Johannes Cocceius (1603–
1669).17 

9. In summary it is acknowledged that godly brothers and 
sisters hold different views of this moment. 

a) This should not divide, nor should it keep us 
from studying the Scriptures to develop a well 
thought out biblical understanding. 

b)  

C. The Tribulation Period 

1. One of most documented period of time in Scripture is the 
Great Tribulation (Rev 6–19). 

a)  This period is also referred to by writers of 
Scripture as Jacob’s Trouble and the Seventieth 
Week (Dan 9:26-27; Jer 30:7).  

Daniel 9:26–27 (NKJV)26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, 
but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the 

 
16 Norman L. Geisler, Systematic Theology, Volume Four: Church, Last Things 658. 
17 ibid 632. 
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city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the 
war desolations are determined. 27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for 
one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even 
until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.”  
 
Jeremiah 30:7 (NKJV)7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is 
the time of Jacob’s trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.  

b) There are several distinguishing aspects of this 
terrible time in human history. 

c)  Jesus referred to these days as worse that the 
world has ever seen (Matt 24:21).  

Matthew 24:21 (NKJV)21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 
been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.  

2. A world leader will arise that will plunge the world into war 
with the specific goal of annihilating Israel (Rev 12:13–17).  

Revelation 12:13–17 (NKJV)13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to 
the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the 
woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a 
time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his 
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by 
the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And the 
dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her 
offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.  

a) This man will be blasphemous and will seek to 
control all commerce with a mark that pledges 
worship to Him (Rev 13:8).  

Revelation 13:16–18 (NKJV)16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and 
that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding 
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 
666.  

b) He is known in Scripture as the Anti-Christ (1 
John 2:18) and the Beast (Rev 13:1–10). 
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c) This period will last for seven years and great 
detail of this period is given in Revelation 6–19.  

d) At the end of this period the Anti-Christ will be 
destroyed by Jesus Christ at His Second Coming in 
the battle of Armageddon.  

D. The Return of Christ and the Millennium 

1. At the end of the Great Tribulation will come one of the 
most anticipated events of prophetic history in this age—the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  

a) As the Anti-Christ and the nations of the world 
gather in the land of Israel at the end of the 
tribulation, Jesus will return.  

b) In this Second Coming of Christ Jesus will 
destroy the nations that have gathered to make war 
with Him and deliver Israel from certain annihilation 
by these forces led by the Anti-Christ (Rev 19:17–
21).  

Revelation 19:17–21 (NKJV)17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, 
“Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the 
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses 
and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small 
and great.” 19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His 
army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked 
signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were 
filled with their flesh.  

c) Jesus will throw the Anti-Christ into the Lake of 
fire and chain Satan in the bottomless pit for the 
duration of the Millennium.  

E. The Millennial Kingdom  
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1. The Millennium is a prophetic event that is spoken of by 
Daniel, Zechariah, Jesus, Paul and John to mention a few.  

2. Scripture anticipates the fulfillment of this glorious Kingdom 
prophecy when the covenants and prophecies made to Israel 
by God would be realized.18   

3. John was the only writer of Scripture to specify how long 
this reign of Christ would be upon earth.  

4. It is during this reign that physical Israel will be grafted 
back into the vine (Rom 11:16–25) and confess Jesus as their 
Messiah (Zech 12:10; Rom 10:9–10).  

Romans 11:16–25 (NKJV)16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and 
if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches were broken 
off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them 
became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against 
the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but 
the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might 
be grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and 
severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you 
continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if 
they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in 
again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were 
grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, 
who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 25 For I do not 
desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be 
wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  
Zechariah 12:10 (NKJV)10 “And I will pour on the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look 
on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his 
only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.  
 
Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV)9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.  

 
18 Cf. Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology,  390. 
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5. It is at the Second Coming of Christ (end of the Tribulation) 
that the Millennial reign of Christ upon the earth for one 
thousand years will be inaugurated (Rev 20).  

6. This age will be noted as a time of world peace and Israel’s 
prosperity.   

7. At the end of this period Satan will be released, deceiving 
the nations one more time before being cast into the Lake of 
fire for eternity (Rev 20:1-3, 7–10). 

Revelation 20:1–3 (NKJV)1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of 
the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years 
were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while.  
 
Revelation 20:7–10 (NKJV)7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan 
will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are 
in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, 
whose number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth 
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down 
from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who deceived them, was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. 
And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

F. The Resurrection of the Dead 

1. Scripture teaches that there will be a resurrection of the 
righteous unto eternal life and one of the wicked unto eternal 
destruction (Rev 20:4–6).  

Revelation 20:4–6 (NKJV)4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads 
or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 
But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.  
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a) The resurrection unto eternal life has been 
experienced by Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:23) and some 
saints (Matt 27:52).  

1 Corinthians 15:23 (NKJV)23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.  
 
Matthew 27:52 (NKJV)52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised;  

b) Church saints (1 Thess 4:16) and Old Testament 
saints (Dan 12:2) are awaiting this glorious 
resurrection as well and this hope stands as a 
foundational truth of the Christian faith.19  

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NKJV)16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  
 
Daniel 12:2 (NKJV)2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.  

c) The last saints to experience this resurrection 
will be the Tribulation saints who had died for their 
faith in Christ (Rev 20:4).  

Revelation 20:4 (NKJV)4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 
was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or 
his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And 
they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  

d) All believers will enter into the eternal state to 
enjoy the new heaven and new earth that will begin 
following the Millennial reign of Christ (Rev 21:1–4).  

Revelation 21:1–4 (NKJV)1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, 
John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be 
their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away.”  

 
19 Ibid., 376. 
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e) The resurrection unto eternal judgment will take 
place at the end of the Millennium at the Great White 
Throne Judgment. 

f)  Here the wicked, having rejected God, will be 
judged according to their works and cast into the 
lake of fire for eternity (Rev 20:12–15). 

Revelation 20:12–15 (NKJV)12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, 
each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of 
Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

2. God has revealed many things in Scripture that this world 
is yet to experience. Some of these events are glorious and 
some are terrifying.  

a) For those who put their faith in Christ the future 
is full of glory. 

b)  God is gracious and merciful, not wanting any to 
perish but to experience the glories He will be bring 
about.  

c) No man knows the day nor the hour when these 
events will transpire but God exhorts the believer to 
wait and watch for them.  

d) He warns us to not be deceived but to be found 
faithful at the end of the age. 

IV. Conclusion 

A. Scripture is emphatic that a glorious change is coming for all 
who have put their faith in God.  

B. Christians may not have unity of thought as to when these 
events will transpire but all orthodox followers of Christ agree 
that Christ is coming again, and believers can rest in the hope 
of heaven.  


