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Doctrine 10 – Part One 
Study of Last Things 

I. Introduction 

A. Eschatology is derived from two Greek words which are 
known in theological circles as the study of last things. 

B.  This aspect of doctrine is concerned with what the 
future holds for the individual at death and the events that 
will transpire at the end of the age.  

C. In this chapter consideration will be given to the main 
views of eschatology, physical death. In our next study on 
last things we will discuss the intermediate state and future 
biblical events. 

II. Historical-Grammatical Method of Interpretation 

A. Not many are surprised to discover that there exists a 
difference of opinion concerning the Bible’s teaching on 
how the events of the last days will unfold.  

1. What is clear is that these teachings were given to help 
the follower of the Lord understand (Dan 9:23b, 25a; Luke 
19:42).  

Daniel 9:23 (NKJV)23 At the beginning of your supplications the command 
went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; 
therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:  

Daniel 9:25 (NKJV)25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going 
forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the 
Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be 
built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  

Luke 19:42 (NKJV)42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this 
your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden 
from your eyes.  
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2. What lies at the heart of these differences is how one 
approaches the text.  

3. Although this topic has been discussed in a previous 
section the importance of this subject matter demands a 
fresh look at the importance of how to approach Scripture 
to understand it—for one’s hermeneutic will greatly 
influence the student’s understanding of Scripture and 
their view of eschatology.  

4. The two main approaches are the literal method and 
the allegorical method, with many using a combination of 
both.  

B. A literal reading of Scripture is imperative in order to 
arrive at the intended meaning given by the Lord.  

1. This method stands in distinction to the allegorical 
method which looks to infuse spiritual meaning to many 
prophetic passages.  

2. Dwight Pentecost quotes from Ramm’s definition of 
algorism which states, “the method of interpreting a 
literary text that regards the literal sense as the vehicle for 
secondary, more spiritual and more profound sense.”1  

3. In this interpretive model the original words or events 
are diminished, and the significance of the interpreter is 
expanded.  

4. Philip Barton Payne writing about the literary style of 
allegory offers this sobering warning: 

Allegorical interpretation, sometimes called allegorizing, is interpretation of 
texts that treats them as allegorical, whether or not their author intended 
them to be allegories. Allegorical interpretations even of true allegories can 
be misleading, either in incorrectly identifying the corresponding elements 
in the referent or in identifying corresponding elements where no 

 

1 Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1964. 4.  
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correspondence was originally intended. Either allegorizing error usually 
detracts from the coherence of the message the author intended. Such 
unwarranted allegorizing was prevalent in the later church fathers and 
often ludicrous in gnostic circles.2  

C. While some may bristle at this assessment of the 
allegorical method one is hard pressed to defend the 
inherent dangers of it.  

1. One of the great abilities God gave to man is the ability 
to communicate with language.  

2. Language is meaningful because those who participate 
in it agree that certain words arranged in sentences and 
paragraphs mean something.  

3. God has graciously communicated through those 
words so that we might understand Him.  

4. Thus to approach the Word of God and not take it 
literally opens the door for all types of misunderstandings.  

5. It seems reasonable that if God was going to use 
words that have a clear meaning and give them a 
different meaning there would be ample instruction about 
breaking with the norms of language.  

D. The consistent historical-grammatical approach is one 
that recognizes the norms of language consistently in all 
aspects of theology while also acknowledging that 
symbolic literary methods are often employed by a writer.  

1. Those who charge that the normal literal method of 
interpreting Scripture fails to understand the place of 
metaphors, similes and other symbols of literature do so 
without merit.  

 

2 Philip Barton Payne, “Allegory,” Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, Baker Reference 
Library (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1996), 14. 
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2. This historical-grammatical method fully appreciates 
these tools and recognizes they were given to 
communicate literal truth through the artistry of language.  

3. Pentecost states, “That the literalistic approach does 
not blindly rule out figures of speech, symbols, allegories, 
and types; but if the nature of the sentence so demands 
it, readily yields to the second sense.”3  

E.  Scripture itself teaches us how one should approach 
the Word of God.  

1. Consider the following quote again from Pentecost 
about this example from the Word of God, 

Perhaps one of the strongest evidences for the literal method is the use of 
the New Testament makes of the Old Testament. When the Old Testament 
is used in the New it is used only in a literal sense. One need only study the 
prophecies which were fulfilled in the first coming of Christ, in His life, His 
ministry, and His death, to establish that fact. No prophecy which has been 
completely fulfilled has been fulfilled any way but literally.4  

2. With a consistent literal approach to Scripture the 
reader will discover what the Lord intended for him to 
know on any given subject. 

F. Those that believe Israel has been replaced by the 
Church (replacement theology//supersessionism) 
admittedly abandon a literal approach to the word God in 
this topic.  

 

3 Pentecost, Things to Come, 10. 
4 Ibid., 10–11. 
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All conservatives, whatever their eschatological persuasions, use literal or 
normal interpretation everywhere except eschatology. Floyd Hamilton, an 
amillennialist, acknowledges that “a literal interpretation of the Old 
Testament prophecies gives us just such a picture of an earthly reign of 
the Messiah as the premillennialist pictures.” The amillennialist, of course, 
does not accept that picture of the future because he employs a different 
hermeneutic in the area of prophecy. (Charles Ryrie) 

1. For example 

a) Believers will celebrate the literal fulfilled 
prophecy of the first coming of Jesus. 

(1) Messiah born of a virgin. 

(2) Pierced in the crucifixion. 

(3) Casting of lots for clothes. 

(4) Betrayed by a friend. 

(5) Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

(6) Born in Bethlehem. 

b) Yet when Scripture speak of this same 
Messiah ruling on earth, delivering Israel from 
judgment or including the physical descendants 
of Israel to the land an allegorical interpretation 
is adopted. 

c) In addition, these the interpreter will seek 
to find fulfillment in the unfulfilled prophecies in 
the Church. 

B. Sometimes they will change their method from one 
verse to the next. Let me illustrate 

1. Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. 
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Zechariah 9:9–10 (NKJV) 9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and 
having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; The 
battle bow shall be cut off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His 
dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the 
earth.’  

a) Vs 9 Jesus literally rode into Jerusalem on 
a donkey. 

b) Vs 10 Jesus will destroy Israel’s enemies, 
bring peace to the nations and have an earthly 
reign over all the earth. 

C. Why change the method? 

1. What is in the text that indicates you should do this? 

2. Why change especially when God has gone out of His 
way to say He is not done with Israel and they can expect 
and reign of their Messiah upon the earth. 

3. The only reason to change your method is because 
you have a theology driving your understanding rather 
than being consistent in your interpretation method. 

III. The Main Views of Eschatology 

A. In the history of the Church there have been three main 
views of God’s plans for the future. 

1.  Within each view there are distinguishing factors. 

2. These three views are known today as 
premillennialism, amillennialism and postmillennialism. 
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3.  These views each have their own interpretation about 
the timing and nature of the promise given in Revelation 
20:1–3. 

Revelation 20:1–3 (NKJV)1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid 
hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these 
things he must be released for a little while.  

B. Premillennialism (Historic vs. Dispensational) 

1. The first view in consideration is premillennialism.  

a) This position believes that the Millennial 
Kingdom will follow Christ’s return to earth (Rev 
20). 

b)  Renald E. Showers present solid historical 
evidence that premillennialism “was the 
predominant view of orthodox Christians from 
the first to the third centuries, eventually it was 
superseded by a new millennial view—
Amillennialism.”5  

2. Within this premillennialism there are two distinct 
approaches of this view.  

a) The first view is historic premillennialism and 
the second view is dispensational 
premillennialism.  

b) One foundational difference in these two 
views as discussed by Enns is that “The 

 

5 Renald E. Showers, There Really Is a Difference! A Comparison of Covenant and Dispensational 
Theology. Bellmawr, NJ: Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, 1990. 127. 
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hermeneutical system of historic 
premillennialism distinguishes it from 
dispensational premillennialism. In historic 
premillennialism a distinction between Israel 
and the church is not maintained nor is a 
consistently interpretive method demanded.”6  

(1) Therefore, the competing position of how one 
understands Israel is directly derived by one’s 
approach to interpreting Scripture. 

(2) Dispensational premillennialism is the only 
view that takes a consistent literal approach thus 
concluding that Israel and the Church are distinct. 

c) A second distinguishing factor in these two 
views is whether or not the Church will go 
through the Great Tribulation.  

(1)  Dispensationalism holds that the Church will 
not endure this time of trouble that Scripture 
explicitly states is for Israel (Jer 30:7; Dan 7:25; 
Matt 24:15–22; Rev 12:1–6).  

Jeremiah 30:7 (NKJV)7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And 
it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.  

Daniel 7:25 (NKJV)25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 
Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change 
times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and 
times and half a time.  

Matthew 24:15–22 (NKJV)15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” 
(whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to 

 

6 Paul P. Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1989), WORDsearch 
CROSS e-book, 386. 
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take anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back 
to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as 
has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever 
shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; 
but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.  

Revelation 12:1–6 (NKJV)1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a 
garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in 
pain to give birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, 
fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on 
his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give 
birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child 
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up 
to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days.  

(2) The reasons for this distinction is again noted 
succinctly by Enns who writes, “Since the 
pretribulation Rapture is connected to a clear 
distinction regarding God’s program for Israel and 
His program for the church, and since historic 
premillennialism does not accept that distinction, 
historic premillennialism teaches that the church 
will go through the Tribulation.”7  

(3) Dispensational premillennialism anticipates 
that the promises given in Scripture to the Church 
will have a literal application to the Bride of Christ 
being preserved (1 Thess 5:9; 2 Thess 2:1–6; Rev 
3:10) 
 

7 Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 387. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NKJV)9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

2 Thessalonians 2:1–6 (NKJV)1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be 
soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as 
if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you 
by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes 
first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that 
he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do 
you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 
And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own 
time.  

Revelation 3:10 (NKJV)10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, 
I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole 
world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  

d) The third distinction between these two views 
of premillennialism is whether or not the reign 
or Christ has already begun.  

(1) Dispensationalism holds that this reign will not 
begin until after the seven-year tribulation.  

(2) During this reign, “Christ will be physically 
present on the earth in his resurrected body, and 
will reign as King over the entire earth.”8  

(3) In this worldwide rule Jesus will establish a 
political kingdom that will be centered in the 
literal city of Jerusalem fulfilling the promises to 
literal Israel.  

 

8 Cf. Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, 
England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1112. 
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(4) Historic premillennialism believes that Christ’s 
reign has already begun in spirit and will continue 
into the future following Christ’s second coming.   

C. Amillennialism  

1. Amillennialism teaches the Kingdom will only be a 
spiritual rule of Christ.  

2. This view holds that this rule is presently taking 
place and it will not take the form of a literal political 
kingdom upon earth.  

3. Grudem summarizes amillennialism as believing that, 
“Those who are said to be reigning with Christ for the 
thousand years are Christians who have died and are 
already reigning with Christ in heaven. Christ’s reign in 
the millennium, according to this view, is not a bodily 
reign here on earth but rather the heavenly reign he 
spoke of when he said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me” (Matt. 28:18).”9  

4. Thus, amillennialism believes the 1,000-year rule of 
Christ to be a figure of speech that represents a long 
period of time, not a literal designated period of time. 

5. At the Second Coming of Christ the Kingdom will come 
to an end and the events of the future eternal state will 
then be fulfilled.  

6. Amillennialism remained the dominant position of the 
Church from the fifth century through the seventeenth 
century giving ground to postmillennialism.10 

D. Postmillennialism 

1. The third view is known as postmillennialism. 
 

9 Grudmen, Systematic Theology, 1110. 
10 Cf. Showers, There Really Is a Difference!,  32–136 
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2.  Postmillennialism states that this rule will be ushered 
in by the Church as she takes the gospel into the world. 
After the establishing the kingdom upon earth Jesus will 
return and His Second Coming. 

a) The notable feature of this view is that the 
Kingdom, “will not be established through the 
supernatural intervention of Christ into history 
at His Second Coming. Instead, it will be 
established through human effort…”11   

b) Grudem cites that this understanding of the 
millennium “will last for a long period of time 
(not necessarily a literal one thousand years), 
and finally, at the end of this period, Christ will 
return to earth, believers and unbelievers will be 
raised, the final judgment will occur, and there 
will be a new heaven and new earth.”12  

3.  This view thrived until the two World Wars gave man 
very little to be hopeful about.  

a) Rather than an optimistic view that the world 
was getting better, a living witness of war 
declared that man was evil and he now had the 
potential to destroy itself like never before.  

b) The hopes of the world improving were 
dashed and the postmillennial view was now 
being espoused by very few.13  

c) This gave rise to a revival of premillennialism 
in its dispensational form towards the end of the 
nineteenth century. 

 

11 Ibid., 114. 
12 Grudem, Systematic Theology,1110–1111.  
13 Cf. Showers, There Really Is a Difference!, 142–144. 
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4. Among these traditionally held views of the Kingdom of 
God it is my belief that dispensational premillennialism 
most faithfully interprets the teaching of Scripture.  

a) This view is faithful to a consistent literal 
hermeneutic which is the method used to 
establish all other forms of theology.  

b) It honors the everlasting promises God made 
to Israel (Jer 31:35-36; Rom 11:1, 25–26).  

Jeremiah 31:35–36 (NKJV)35 Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for a 
light by day, The ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night, 
Who disturbs the sea, And its waves roar (The LORD of hosts is His name): 36 
“If those ordinances depart From before Me, says the LORD, Then the seed 
of Israel shall also cease From being a nation before Me forever.”  

Romans 11:1 (NKJV)1 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly 
not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin.  

Romans 11:25–26 (NKJV)25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that 
blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer 
will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;  

5. Lastly, this view properly distinguishes between the 
two different programs that Lord has for the Church and 
Israel (Rom 11:25-26; Eph 3:1–6).  

Ephesians 3:1–6 (NKJV)1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus 
for you Gentiles—2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which was given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He 
made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by 
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery 
of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as 
it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6 
that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of 
His promise in Christ through the gospel,  



 14 

IV. Physical Death 

A. There exists an unwelcome intruder in the creation of 
God—death.   

1. When Jesus’ friend Lazarus died Jesus came to his 
grave and wept. 

2.  That God never intended for man to die is evident in 
the creation account. 

3.  In the following pages the origin of physical death, its 
meaning and the hope the believer has in the face of this 
destructive force will be considered.   

B. Origin of Physical Death 

1. When God created man in Genesis 2:7 His intent was 
that man would never die.  

a) This intention is made clear in the warning He 
gave Adam that if he were to eat of the fruit of 
the tree in the midst of the Garden he would die 
(Gen 2:16–17).  

Genesis 2:16–17 (NKJV)16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.”  

b) Thus, if man would refrain from the forbidden 
tree he would continue living.  

c) Adam did not heed that warning but ate of the 
forbidden fruit, introducing death into creation.  

2. Death is a spiritual disease that has spread to all of 
humanity (Heb 9:27).  

Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV)27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment,  
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a) Today death exists in this created world 
because of Adam’s sin (Rom 5:12).  

Romans 5:12 (NKJV)12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 
sinned—  

b) This is an important truth to understand.  

c) Many question the goodness of God because 
this world is full of death and disease.  

3. Some reason that if God made this world to have 
death then He must not be a good God, however death 
was not part of God’s design, it is the result of man’s sin 
not (Rom 6:23). 

Romans 6:23 (NKJV)23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

C. Meaning of Physical Death 

1. When Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, death 
entered the world in two forms.  

2. First was the spiritual death that came immediately 
and the physical death that would one day end their 
existence on earth is the second.  

a) Berkhof writes “it may be said that, according 
to Scripture, physical death is a termination of 
physical life by the separation of body and soul. 
It is never an annihilation, though some sects 
represent the death of the wicked as such. God 
does not annihilate anything in His creation. 
Death is not a cessation of existence, but a 
severance of the natural relations of life.”14  

 

14 L. Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans publishing co., 1938), 
668. 
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3. Although the Bible clearly teaches that man dies 
physically, nowhere does it teach that man’s immaterial 
existence would come to end.  

4. Quite to the contrary Scripture teaches that man is an 
eternal being and will spend eternity alive, either in the 
presence of God in heaven or apart from God in the lake 
of fire (John 14:1–3; Rev 20:10).  

John 14:1–3 (NKJV)1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also.  

Revelation 20:10 (NKJV)10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

D. The Believer’s Hope in Physical Death 

1. Christ came to remove the enmity that existed between 
God and man giving Him new spiritual life that also brings 
new life to man’s relationship with Christ (Eph 2:5).  

Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV)5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  

a) This work of redemption not only provides 
spiritual life but gives us the hope of victory 
over physical death.  

b) Paul wrote powerfully in 1 Corinthians 15:50–
57 that the believer would one day inherit the 
kingdom of God and immortality.  

2. Although a believer may experience physical death 
before the Rapture of the Church he is assured that death 
will not hold him in the grave.  
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a) Consider the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 
Corinthians 5:8 where he writes, “We are 
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.”   

3. Christ’s victory over death at the cross is proof that the 
believer can confidently anticipate eternal life. 

a)  For Paul said, “Death is swallowed up in 
victory. O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory? The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 15:54–57).  

b) Adam brought the unwelcome intruder of 
death into this world but the second Adam, 
Christ, has overcome this death offering the 
hope to all who believe on Him (John 3:16). 

V. Conclusion 

A. The Lord will return to this earth and establish His 1,000 
year literal reign upon the earth. 

B. Although death exists the Lord has provided a hope of 
eternal life. 

C. Those who reject the offer of life will live in conscious 
eternal torment. This will be explored more in our next 
study. 


