
Titus
Paul first met Titus after his conversion on the road to 
Damascus when he returned home to Tarsus. When 

Barnabas brought him to serve at the church in Antioch, 
Paul brought Titus with him. Titus was one of Paul’s most 
faithful traveling companions and co-laborers, entrusted 

with important tasks. And the task about which this letter 
was written was to appoint leaders and elders on the island 
of Crete. The third and final Pastoral Epistle, the letter to 

Titus discusses the qualifications that he was to use to 
evaluate potential leaders. Paul also emphasizes the need 

to promote sound doctrine and good works. Without good 
works, doctrine is hollow; without sound doctrine, our 
works are insufficient. Crete was not the most desirable 

location to minister, the people had a reputation for being 
difficult, but Paul believed Titus was up to the task.
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About Titus
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 63 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: Paul writes to instruct Titus to establish healthy, goldly
leadership in the newer Cretian churches, and to encourage good works among believers.
Characteristics: A short letter containing specific qualities and conduct that should befit 
church leaders, and general exhortations on how the church should function in light of Christ.

Outline
I. Greeting (1:1-4)
II. Elders Qualifications (1:5-9)
III. Protect the Flock (1:10-16)
IV. Proper Conduct in the Church (2:1-10)
V. What Grace Teaches (2:11-15)
VI. Maintain Good Works (3:1-8)
VII. Maintain Unity in the Church (3:9-11)
VIII. Closing (3:12-15)

Questions to Think About
1.) Paul instructs Titus to look at the character of a man when establishing pastors and  
 leaders in the church. What does this teach us about God’s priorities as it relates  
 to church leadership and our conduct as believers in general? 

2.) Paul emphasizes greatly the importance of teaching, exhorting Titus to maintain sound  
 doctrine. One specific reason was the threat of false teaching creeping into the   
 church. How does sound, biblical teaching guard us from false teaching? What   
 Scriptures come to mind regarding this topic?

3.) We, as believers, are called to be engaged in good works. Paul says in Titus 3:14, “And  
 let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they  
 may not be unfruitful.” What good works are you involved in now? What works or  
 urgent needs might the Lord be calling you to fill?

Character and Conduct of 
God’s Undershepherds

The emphasis for pastoral leadership throughout Scripture is upon the character of a man, not the church’s government 
structure. In the Pastoral Epistles, Paul sets forth particular standards God has established for pastors in the church. 

Notice the similarities in qualifications listed between 1 Timothy and Titus, but also note the differences: 

1 Timothy 3:2-7 Titus 1:6-9
Above reproach Blameless

Husband of  one wife Husband of  one wife
Temperate Children who believe and are not wild

Self-controlled Not overbearing
Respectable Not quick-tempered
Hospitable Not given to drunkenness

Able to teach Not violent
Not given to drunkenness Not seeking dishonest gain

Not violent but gentle Hospitable
Not quarrelsome Promoter of  what is good

Not a lover of  money Self-controlled
Manages own family well Upright

Not a recent convert Holy
Good reputation with outsiders Disciplined

Firm advocate of  the Christian message, to 
encourage believers and refute detractors

Chart adapted from Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and Theological Survey by Walter A. Elwell

Crete is a large, mountainous island in the Mediterranean Sea. Crete is mentioned only a couple of times in the Bible. During Paul’s journey 
to Rome in Acts 27, the ship he was on took shelter on the south side of the island. The crew on the ship decided to attempt sailing further 
down the island, but a strong storm abruptly swept them out to sea, and they were later shipwrecked at Malta. Crete is also mentioned with 
respect to Titus. Paul left Titus in Crete to establish healthy leadership among the churches there. By admission of one of their own, Cretans 

were known to be “always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12). This quote has been attributed to Epimenides, a Cretan seer. 
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Through	the	Bible	–	Titus	
Paul’s	Oldest	Friend	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	
	 As	we	read	the	Bible,	we	are	often	left	to	wonder	at	the	day-to-day	lives	and	
friendships	of	the	principal	characters.	The	Word	was	written	to	bring	us	to	salvation,	but	
still	we	desire	to	know	more	about	those	whose	examples	we	cherish.	Titus	is	one	such	man	
about	whom	we	do	not	have	much	detail,	but	who	had	an	important	role	in	the	early	
Church,	even	being	commissioned	to	lead	the	churches	in	Crete	as	we	read	in	the	epistle	
that	bears	his	name.	The	references	to	Titus	are	scattered	and	nonspecific	but	we	are	able	
to	gather	a	sketch	of	his	work	and	character	as	we	piece	them	together.	
	
Titus,	Gentile	Convert	
	 The	first	we	hear	of	Titus	comes	from	Paul’s	self-defense	in	the	book	of	Galatians.	
Paul	gives	a	quick	rundown	of	his	life	since	coming	to	faith	to	defend	his	doctrine	against	
false	accusations.	After	his	salvation,	Paul	spent	three	years	in	Arabia	and	Damascus	before	
he	first	visited	Jerusalem.	He	then	spent	fourteen	years	in	Syria	and	Cilicia	before	Barnabas	
brought	him	back	to	Jerusalem,	presumably	to	be	examined	as	a	potential	elder	in	the	city	
of	Antioch.	Paul	had	gained	a	reputation	as	a	Jew	unafraid	to	take	the	Gospel	to	the	Gentiles.	
In	Galatians	2,	Paul	says	that	he	brought	Titus	with	him	on	this	trip	as	evidence	of	the	kind	
of	disciple	he	was	making.	Titus	was	a	Gentile,	and	he	and	Paul	refused	to	allow	false	
brethren	to	pressure	him	to	be	circumcised.	Titus	is	the	only	known	convert	that	Paul	made	
during	his	years	in	Syria	and	Cilicia,	or	he	was	such	an	exemplary	disciple	that	he	was	ideal	
to	be	presented	to	the	apostles.	We	don’t	know	how	long	Paul	would	have	known	him,	but	
we	get	the	impression	that	for	as	long	as	Paul	was	an	informal	exile	from	the	rest	of	the	
Church,	his	only	friend	was	Titus.	We	believe	Titus	stayed	with	Paul	and	went	with	him	to	
Antioch.	
	
Titus,	Paul’s	Companion	
	 The	most	references	to	Titus	outside	of	his	own	book	are	found	in	2	Corinthians.	
Paul	writes	to	the	Corinthians	in	order	to	settle	some	of	the	differences	brought	up	in	his	
first	letter.	He	uses	Titus	as	an	intermediary	to	speak	for	him	in	person.	He	talks	about	
going	to	Troas,	Macedonia,	and	elsewhere,	and	making	plans	for	Titus	to	meet	him	or	
handle	certain	tasks.	So,	while	the	book	of	Acts	does	not	name	Titus	as	one	of	Paul’s	
traveling	companions,	it	is	clear	that	by	the	time	of	2	Corinthians,	he	was	a	regular	traveler	
with	his	friend	and	pastor.	Paul	trusted	him	to	go	and	handle	delicate	situations	like	the	one	
in	Corinth.	In	2	Corinthians	8:23	he	writes,	“If	anyone	inquires	about	Titus,	he	is	my	partner	
and	fellow	worker	concerning	you.”	And	in	chapter	12	he	speaks	of	Titus’	selfless	character	



like	he	speaks	of	his	own.	Because	Titus	was	also	in	charge	of	bringing	the	offering	for	
Jerusalem	back	from	Corinth,	his	reliability	was	of	paramount	importance.	This	epistle	
combined	with	what	we	know	of	their	history	reveals	Titus	to	be	a	man	of	great	integrity,	
faith	and	boldness	–	like	Paul.	Paul	seemed	to	trust	him	to	handle	some	of	the	more	difficult	
tasks	that	he	had,	which	makes	him	one	of	his	most	trusted	friends	and	colleagues.	
	
Titus,	Bishop	of	Crete	
	 In	fact,	Paul	would	send	Titus	to	the	most	difficult	mission	field	we	read	about	in	the	
New	Testament:	Crete.	Paul	agreed	with	the	common	wisdom	about	Cretans:	“Cretans	are	
always	liars,	evil	beasts,	lazy	gluttons”	(Titus	1:12).	These	people	needed	sharp	rebuke	and	
uncompromising	leadership.	When	it	came	to	such	a	task,	Paul	thought	of	no	one	better	
than	Titus.	He	left	him	there	to	do	what	was	usually	Paul’s	job:	to	lead	the	churches	there	
until	they	were	ready	to	lead	themselves.	Titus	was	to	appoint	elders	in	all	the	churches,	
which	was	no	doubt	as	controversial	a	job	then	as	it	can	be	now.	But	he	apparently	had	the	
spine,	the	character,	and	the	power	of	the	Spirit	to	do	the	job.	After	knowing	Titus	for	so	
long	and	observing	his	faithful	obedience	over	decades,	Paul	knew	he	could	trust	him	to	do	
what	needed	to	be	done.	
	
Conclusion	
	 We	know	that	Titus	completed	his	work	in	Crete.	Probably	he	joined	Paul	to	spend	
the	winter	in	Nicopolis	(Titus	3:12);	we	wonder	if	he	ended	up	joining	in	the	trip	to	Spain.	
In	Paul’s	second	letter	to	Timothy,	written	from	prison,	he	says	that	he	had	sent	Titus	to	
Dalmatia	(2	Timothy	4:10).	Paul	knew	he	was	about	to	die,	but	his	work	would	go	on	
through	men	like	Luke,	Timothy,	Crescens,	and	Titus.	Tradition	tells	us	that	Titus	would	
return	to	lead	the	Church	in	Crete,	and	eventually	die	there.	We	cannot	know	this	for	sure.	
We	might	wish	to	know	more,	but	what	we	do	see	in	the	New	Testament	gives	us	a	picture	
of	Titus	as	a	faithful	friend,	a	reliable	minister,	a	strong	leader,	and	a	righteous	Christian.	


