
Song of Solomon
The Song of Solomon is a romance of biblical 

proportions. In it we read the story of Solomon and 
his bride. Their romance is told in passionate detail, 
from their first meeting, through their wedding day 
and struggles they endure together. This song, called 

the greatest of the prolific Solomon, is a rousing 
tribute to godly marriage. It unblushingly celebrates 

romantic love between men and women while urging 
the reader to wait until the wedding day to 

consummate that love. While it was not written as an 
allegory for the Church, we as the Bride of Christ can 
certainly gain application for that relationship as well.
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About Song of Solomon
Author: Solomon
Date: ca. 965 BC
Genre: Romantic Poetry
Purpose: To express the love between Solomon and his wife; more broadly to pay tribute to  
 godly romance and marriage and provide a biblical example of it.
Characteristics: A long, poetic song of call-and-answer between the Beloved and his Bride, with  
 commentary from the people of Israel; intimate details shared between husband and wife.

Outline
A. Words of Mutual Love and Desire (1:1-2:7)
 B. The Man’s Invitation to the Woman (2:8-17)
  C. Young woman’s nighttime search (3:1-5)
   D. Wedding Day (3:6-5:1)
  C1. Young woman’s nighttime search (5:2-7:11)
 B1. The Woman’s Invitation to the Man (7:12-8:4)
A1. Words of Mutual Love and Desire (8:5-14)

Questions to Think About
1.) Does the content of the Song of Solomon surprise you? Why does it seem odd that  
 the Bible would devote an entire book to the love between a husband and wife?  
 What does this tell us about God’s priorities? 

2.) The Song of Solomon repeats the refrain, “Do not awaken love until it pleases.” What  
 does this mean? How does this apply to our lives before marriage?

3.) Marriage is celebrated in the Song of Solomon. We know from the New Testament  
 that marriage is to be a testimony of our relationship with Christ. How does this  
 book inform that understanding?

The Song of Solomon is 
called Shir ha-Shirim in 
Hebrew, which means 

“Song of Songs” from the 
first verse of the book: 
“The song of songs, 
which is Solomon’s.”

The contemporary title, 
“Song of Solomon,” is a 
reference to the same 

verse. It is sometimes also 
called “Canticles,” from 

the Latin title.

The Song of Solomon has a chiastic structure, named for the 
Greek letter “Chi,” which looks like an X. See how the outline 

looks like half of an X? Each point corresponds to one that came 
before; repetition and re-emphasis.

Chiastic structures draw attention to their center point. In this 
case, the Song of Solomon revolves around the wedding of the 

two lovers.

The Writings of 
Solomon in the Bible

1.) The Song of Solomon
 -Written during Solomon’s   
 youth.
 -Exuberant and optimistic

2.) Proverbs
 -Written during Solomon’s 
 middle age
 -Practical and didactic

3.) Ecclesiastes
 -Written during Solomon’s 
 old age
 -Pessimistic and reflective

Can you see the progression of 
Solomon’s contributions to the 

Scripture?

Jewelry and cosmetic jars from the time of the Song of 
Solomon. The Shulamite’s beauty is spoken of highly in the 
book. Perhaps she would have used items like these for her 

wedding day or to attract her lover’s attention.
From Parsons Bible Pictures 

Accessed through My WORDsearch Bible

from The World and the Word, ed. Eugene Merrill

“I charge you, O daughters of
Jerusalem, do not stir up nor 
awaken love until it pleases!”

Song of Solomon 8:4



Through	the	Bible	–	Song	of	Solomon	
Four	Interpretive	Methods	
	
Introduction	
	 David	may	have	been	renowned	for	his	songwriting	ability,	but	it	is	to	Solomon	that	
the	Bible	attributes	the	“Song	of	Songs.”	The	song	is	an	epic	celebration	of	love	and	passion	
between	a	man	and	a	woman.	But	how	exactly	are	we	to	understand	this	song?	There	have	
been	a	handful	of	interpretive	approaches	presented.	
	
Allegorical	Method	
	 The	first	method	for	interpreting	the	Song	of	Songs	is	the	Allegorical	Method.	This	
method	has	a	long	history	of	support	from	both	Judaism	and	Christianity.	Its	roots	of	go	
back	to	Origen	around	250	AD,	and	within	Judaism	to	the	late	second	or	first	century	BC.	
From	the	Jewish	perspective,	an	allegorical	interpretation	sees	the	book	as	describing	God’s	
love	for	Israel	whereas	the	Christian	allegorical	interpretation	sees	this	as	a	song	of	Christ’s	
love	for	the	Church.	
	 In	the	allegorical	approach	the	interpreter	sees	the	events	not	as	factual	or	
historically	true	but	representative	of	something	deeper.	This	contrasts	with	the	
grammatical-historical	method	of	interpretation,	which	seeks	to	discover	what	the	author	
actually	said.	Allegorical	writing	does	exist	as	a	genre	of	literature	but	these	works	are	
usually	indicated	as	such	by	some	literary	clue.	Fabulous	places	and	symbolic	names	are	
some	of	these	clues	to	look.	None	of	these	elements	is	present	in	the	Song	of	Songs.	This	
approach	has	resulted	in	inconsistency	of	interpretation	and	wild	speculation.		
	 Time	does	not	permit	us	to	explore	each	argument	but	suffice	it	to	say	that	the	
allegorical	method	has	significant	deficiencies.	There	is	good	reason	to	seek	a	different	
method	of	interpreting	the	Song	of	Solomon.	
	
Dramatic	Method	
	 The	second	approach	for	interpreting	the	Song	of	Songs	is	to	view	the	song	as	the	
script	of	an	ancient	dramatic	play.	This	view	sees	the	book	as	having	a	cast,	including	a	
bride,	groom	and	companions	that	all	have	a	part	in	this	ancient	play.	It	has	been	noted	that	
in	the	manuscript	of	an	ancient	Greek	translation	of	the	OT,	headings	have	been	added	to	
the	Song	of	Solomon	that	identify	the	speakers.	However,	the	headings	were	probably	not	a	
part	of	the	original	Hebrew	text.	They	reflect	the	interpretation	of	the	early	Greek	
translators.		
	 The	chief	difficulty	in	accepting	this	view	is	the	lack	of	any	clear	evidence	that	
dramatic	plays	were	ever	used	as	an	art	form	among	the	Hebrews.	Second,	the	technical	
elements	which	make	up	ancient	dramas	are	missing.	It	lacks	direction	for	stage	



movements	which	are	necessary	for	dramas.	Lastly,	much	debate	abounds	in	assigning	
identity	to	the	speeches	found	in	the	song.	Thus	the	dramatic	method	fails	both	the	cultural	
and	literary	test	leaving	the	reader	to	discover	an	appropriate	hermeneutic	for	study.	
	
Wedding	Ceremony	Method	
	 The	wedding	ceremony	interpretation	advances	the	idea	that	through	the	course	of	
a	seven-day	wedding	ceremony	“the	bride	and	groom	played	the	roles	of	queen	and	king	
and	performed	various	dances	and	that	songs	in	praise	of	the	bride	or	groom	were	sung.	
Studies	of	Syrian	wedding	rituals	have	been	cited	as	support	of	this	interpretation.	
Although	there	are	clear	connections	with	a	ceremony	it	should	not	be	viewed	as	a	
ceremony	manual	for	weddings.	It	may	be	possible	that	in	the	past	portions	of	this	book	
were	used	discriminately	in	the	wedding	celebration.	However,	this	view	lacks	any	
compelling	cultural	evidence	to	be	accepted	as	an	Israelite	wedding	template	used	by	the	
ancient	Jewish	people.		
	
Historical	Love	Song	Method	
	 This	last	method	of	interpretation	approaches	the	inspired	text	with	the	belief	that	it	
is	a	song	celebrating	the	historical	marriage	of	Solomon	to	Pharaoh’s	daughter	or	some	
other	maiden.	This	view	was	fiercely	rejected	by	proponents	of	the	allegorical	method	
down	through	the	ages.	Acceptance	of	a	literal	method	was	viewed	as	an	approval	of	erotic	
literature.		
	 Today,	great	work	has	been	done	to	show	that	a	literal	approach	can	be	accepted	
without	a	compromise	of	canonicity	or	decency.	Arnold	Fruchtenbaum	provides	an	
excellent	summary	of	this	approach	writing	in	his	book,	Biblical	Lovemaking:	a	study	of	the	
Song	of	Solomon:	“The	purpose	is	to	describe	ideal	human	love	and	to	give	God’s	viewpoint	
of	sexual	love	within	marriage,	and	this	it	does	in	some	explicit	ways.	It	is	for	this	very	
reason	that	many	have	shied	away	from	the	literal	approach	and	have	taken	an	allegorical	
or	typical	approach.”	
	
Conclusion	
	 The	historical	love	song	hermeneutic	provides	the	most	natural	reading.	The	song	is	
not	about	unfettered	erotic	affairs	of	a	playboy	but	a	passionate	song	of	love	between	
husband	and	a	wife.		Within	the	confines	of	marriage,	the	book	becomes	wisdom	for	
romance	in	a	godly	marriage.	It	shows	the	undefiled	bed	(Heb	13:4)	of	a	married	couple	
who	were	enjoying	the	pleasure	that	God	gives	a	married	couple	as	they	fulfill	the	
command	to	be	fruitful	and	multiply	(Gen	1:28).	No	fear	should	be	felt	in	embracing	a	
literal	historical	understanding	of	this	song	written	by	the	wisest	of	all	men.	
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