
Ruth
 During the time of  the Judges, a great 

famine swept through Israel, driving one 
family to seek food in Moab. Upon the deaths 
of her husband and two sons, Naomi returns 
home with her Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth. 
Without any land or means of income, Ruth 
gleans in the field of a man named Boaz. As 
a relative of theirs, Boaz is eligible, under the 

Law of Moses, to redeem their land and 
family. The book of Ruth is the love story of 

that redemption that demonstrates God’s 
mercy to all people.
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About Ruth
Author: Unknown (Samuel?)
Date: ca. 1300 B.C.
Genre: History
Purpose: To give an example of God’s mercy towards even the Gentiles and  
 give an account of the origin of David’s line.
Characteristics: A small, intimate story about two women who lose 
 everything but find love and redemption through God’s law.

Outline
I. Return from Moab (1)
        A. Naomi Widowed (1:1-5)
        B. Ruth’s Loyalty to Naomi (1:6-18)
       C. Return to Bethlehem (1:19-22)
II. Ruth Gleans in Boaz’s Field (2)
 A. Ruth Meets Boaz (2:1-16)
 B. The Kindness of Boaz (2:17-23)
III. Ruth Seeks Redeemer in Boaz (3)
 A. Naomi’s Instruction (3:1-5)
 B. Boaz Agrees to be Redeemer (3:6-18)
IV. The Kinsman Redeemer (4)
 A. Boaz Redeems Ruth (4:1-12)
 B. Ruth Marries Boaz (4:13-17)
 C. Ruth Marries Boaz (4:18-22)

Questions to Think About
1.) How does the redemption of Ruth and Naomi demonstrate God’s mercy towards   
 Gentiles? How does this fit in with the New Testament?

2.) Consider the requirements of being a kinsman redeemer in Leviticus. How is Christ  
 our kinsman redeemer?

3.) How did Boaz and Ruth remain faithful and obedient to the Law of Moses during the  
 process of redemption? Does God honor their obedience?

Both the Hebrew and Greek 
title of Ruth is simply “Ruth,” 

the name of the main 
character.

Key People in Ruth
1. Naomi 
2. Ruth
3. Boaz
4. Orpah
5. Elimelech
6. Mahlon
7. Chilion
8. Obed

 “Every town had a communal threshing floor where for six weeks each spring farmers and 
their families joined forces to reap the warm bounty that sprang from the cold winter rain. While 
any exposed area of bedrock would do, the best threshing floors, like this one above the fields of 
Bethlehem, were on the tops of hills where the brisk wind would separate the tossed chaff from the 
heavier grain.”

Wright, P. H. (2012). Rose Then and Now Bible Map Atlas with Biblical Background and Culture (p. 49). Torrance, CA: Rose Publishing.



Through	the	Bible	–	Ruth	
The	Kinsman	Redeemer1	
	
Introduction	
	 When	 God	 gave	 the	 Promised	 Land	 to	 the	 Israelites,	 each	 tribe	 and	 family	 was	
assigned	an	inheritance	of	land.	In	addition,	the	Lord	promised	to	bless	them	and	to	never	
forsake	 them.	 As	 part	 of	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 this	 promise,	 God	 instituted	 the	 law	 of	 the	
kinsman	redeemer,	 the	go’el	 in	Hebrew.	In	this	way,	God	made	sure	that	no	matter	what,	
His	inheritance	would	remain	with	His	people,	and	that	no	one’s	line	would	die	off	from	the	
earth.	
	
Kinsman	Redeemer	–	Go’el	
	 The	 kinsman-redeemer	 is	 a	 male	 relative	 who,	 according	 to	 various	 laws	 of	 the	
Pentateuch,	 had	 the	 privilege	 or	 responsibility	 to	 act	 on	 behalf	 of	 a	 relative	who	was	 in	
trouble,	 danger,	 or	need.	The	Hebrew	 term	 (go’el)	 for	 kinsman-redeemer	designates	 one	
who	delivers	or	rescues	or	redeems	property	or	person.	 In	 the	year	of	 Jubilee	every	 fifty	
years,	 all	 land	would	 revert	 to	 the	 original	 owners,	 all	 slaves	would	 be	 released,	 and	 all	
debts	 would	 be	 canceled	 (Leviticus	 25:8-17),	 but	 a	 go’el	 could	 enact	 this	 redemption	
sooner.	
	 First,	in	regards	to	property,	the	Lord	said:	“The	land	shall	not	be	sold	permanently,	
for	 the	 land	 is	Mine;	 for	you	are	strangers	and	sojourners	with	Me.	And	 in	all	 the	 land	of	
your	possession	you	shall	grant	redemption	of	 the	 land.”	(Leviticus	25:23-24)	If	a	person	
grew	poor	and	had	to	sell	his	land,	then	someone	closely	related	to	him	could	come	and	buy	
that	land	back	for	him	at	the	same	price,	and	the	other	could	not	withhold	it.		
	 Secondly,	concerning	people,	the	Lord	allowed	the	same	principle	for	those	who	had	
to	become	debt	slaves.	This	was	a	common	practice	in	antiquity:	If	you	could	not	pay	your	
debts,	you	could	work	that	debt	off	as	the	creditor’s	slave.	Just	as	with	property,	the	Lord	
allowed	close	 relatives	 to	 come	 in	and	pay	 that	person’s	debt,	 to	 redeem	 them.	Also,	 if	 a	
man	were	 to	 die	without	 bearing	 children,	 his	 kinsman-redeemer	was	 to	 go	 in	 and	bear	
children	 with	 that	 man’s	 wife	 in	 his	 name,	 ensuring	 that	 no	 family	 line	 was	 ever	 lost.	
(Deuteronomy	25:5-10)	
	
Go’el	in	Ruth	
	 The	kinsman	who	redeems	or	vindicates	a	relative	is	illustrated	most	clearly	in	the	
book	 of	 Ruth,	where	 the	 kinsman-redeemer	 is	 Boaz.	 The	 story	 of	 Ruth	 and	 Boaz	 begins	
when	Ruth	and	her	mother-in-law,	Naomi,	return	to	Bethlehem	from	Moab	where	they	had	
been	living.	Naomi’s	husband	and	both	sons,	one	the	husband	of	Ruth,	had	died,	leaving	the	
																																																								

1 Adapted from “What is a kinsman redeemer?”, GotQuestions.org/kinsman-redeemer.html 



women	penniless	and	without	a	male	protector.	Upon	arriving	in	Bethlehem,	Naomi	sends	
Ruth	to	glean	in	the	fields	of	Boaz,	a	wealthy	relative	of	Naomi.	Through	a	series	of	divinely	
appointed	circumstances,	they	appeal	to	him	as	their	go’el.	Boaz	acquiesces,	willingly	takes	
Ruth	as	his	wife,	and	together	they	bear	a	son	named	Obed	who	became	the	grandfather	of	
David,	the	forefather	of	Jesus.	
	
Application	
	 Yahweh	is	Israel’s	Redeemer,	the	one	who	promises	to	defend	and	vindicate	them.	
He	 is	 both	 Father	 and	 Deliverer.	 There	 are	 numerous	 Old	 Testament	 appeals	 to	 God	 as	
rescuer	of	the	weak	and	needy	and	preserver	of	the	sheep	of	Israel.	In	Zechariah	10:8,	the	
Lord	says	that	He	is	redeeming	Israel	from	their	Exile.	They	had	forfeited	their	inheritance	
because	of	sin,	but	God	had	come	in	to	restore	what	was	lost.	
	 In	 the	 New	 Testament,	 Christ	 is	 often	 regarded	 as	 an	 example	 of	 a	 kinsman-
redeemer	because,	as	our	brother,	He	also	redeems	us	because	of	our	great	need,	one	that	
only	 He	 can	 satisfy.	 In	 Ruth	 3:9,	 we	 see	 a	 beautiful	 and	 poignant	 picture	 of	 the	 needy	
supplicant,	unable	to	rescue	herself,	requesting	of	the	kinsman-redeemer	that	he	cover	her	
with	his	protection,	 redeem	her,	 and	make	her	his	wife.	 In	 the	 same	way,	 the	Lord	 Jesus	
Christ	 bought	 us	 for	 Himself,	 out	 of	 the	 curse,	 out	 of	 our	 destitution;	made	 us	 His	 own	
beloved	bride;	and	blessed	us	 for	all	generations.	He	 is	 the	 true	kinsman-redeemer	of	all	
who	call	on	Him	in	faith.	
	


