
Romans
The life and death and work of Jesus Christ could occupy our 
thoughts forever. What does it all mean? This is the purpose 
of the book of Romans, written by the apostle Paul. In it he 
lays down in the most comprehensive form, the doctrines 

of sin and salvation. Written to a group of Christians he had 
never met, Paul assumes no details. He starts from the 

sinfulness of man and then describes the salvation brought by 
Jesus, and its implications for the future. He takes special care 

to discuss what it means for the Gentiles to be included in 
the people of God, as well as the Jews’ mass rejection of their 
Messiah. He ends the book with strong practical application, 
ranging from love to spiritual gifts to obedience to authority. 
The book of Romans has impacted the world perhaps more 
than any other New Testament epistle, and it is our privilege 
to read and seek to undesrtand what the Spirit has inspired.
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Nero
When Paul wrote the book of Romans, Nero was the 

emperor of Rome. Nero was an unstable narcissist, who 
launched the first Roman persecution of Christians. In 64 AD, 

much of Rome burned to the ground, and many suspected 
Nero of starting the fire himself. He deflected the accusations 
by blaming the Christians. Cruel and torturous punishments 
followed. Paul himself would be beheaded. How much more 
impact does the instruction from Romans 13 have when we 

consider this?

About Romans
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 57 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To lay out the Gospel in a comprehensive manner with 
 application to the real-life struggles of the Church.
Characteristics: A long time devoted to doctrine, defining and examining the implications of  
 the Gospel, with very practical and relevant application.

Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-17)    
II. Man is Guilty Before God (1:18-3:20)
III. Man is Made Righteous through Jesus (3:21-5:21)
IV. The Fruit of Justification (6:1-8:39)
V. Israel’s Past, Present and Future (9:1-11:36)
VI. Living Like a Redeemed Person (12:1-15:13)
VII. Conclusion (15:14-16:27)

Questions to Think About
1.) The book of Romans is full of doctrine, and only then does Paul apply it. Why is 
 doctrine important to lay down before we make application?

2.) The Gentiles were warned not to become arrogant over the Jews in Romans 9-11. How  
 can we be sure to love God’s chosen people, as believers?

3.) In the book of Romans, Paul instructs to submit to rulers and authorities. Is this 
 difficult for us today? What if we disagree with our leaders?

The Expulsion of the Jews
During the reign of Claudius, emperor of Rome, all Jews were expelled from the city of 

Rome. This lasted for years during the 40s AD. One historical source says that they were 
expelled because of a dispute over “Chrestus.” This is probably a misspelled reference to 

“Christ,” meaning that the disputes in the synagogues about whether or not Jesus was the 
Messiah grew so heated that Claudius commanded them all to leave Rome. Priscilla and 

Aquila were part of this expulsion (Acts 18:1).

After the death of Claudius, the Jews were allowed to return to Rome. This means that 
for as long as a decade, the church in Rome was exclusively made up of Gentiles. Then 
the Jews returned, and tensions would have run high. This makes Paul’s instructions in 
Romans 9-11 mean so much more as he urges the two groups to live as one. He orders 
the Gentiles to not be proud and arrogant but to be compassionate for God’s chosen 

people, because God has not cast them aside.

Important Events in Paul’s Life
36 AD - Paul’s conversion

38 AD - Paul’s visit to Jerusalem

39-47 AD - Paul in Cilicia & Syria

47-49 AD - First missionary journey

49 AD - Council of Jerusalem

49-52 AD - Second missionary journey

52-57 AD - Third missionary journey

57-59 AD - Paul imprisoned in Caesarea

60-62 AD - Paul imprisoned in Rome

64 AD - Paul released

64-65 AD - Fourth missionary journey

67 AD - Paul executed



Through	the	Bible	–	Romans	
Israel’s	Future	Standing	with	God	
	
Introduction	

Reading	the	Old	Testament,	we	understand	the	children	of	Israel	to	be	God’s	chosen	
people.	We	come	to	the	New	Testament	and	see	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles,	celebrated	and	
unexpected.	Then	we	look	around	us	and	see	that	the	Church,	for	the	most	part,	is	made	up	of	
Gentiles.	The	Jews	are	in	rebellion	against	the	Lord	and	His	Messiah.	What	happened?	Has	God	
abandoned	Israel?	Will	they	ever	return	to	the	Lord?	Paul	the	apostle	answers	these	questions	
in	the	eleventh	chapter	of	the	book	of	Romans.	

	
Israel	Is	Not	Cast	Off	

Paul	clearly	and	definitively	pronounces	that	God	is	not	finished	with	the	descendants	
of	Abraham	(Romans	11:1-2).	He	appeals	to	his	own	lineage,	making	it	clear	this	is	not	a	
reference	to	spiritual	Israel	but	to	physical	Israel.	Paul	previously	stated	that	salvation	is	
through	faith	and	not	works	of	the	Law	(Romans	3:20-22),	and	that	the	Gentile	can	come	to	
God	and	experience	salvation	(Romans	10:12-13).	This	inclusion	of	the	Gentiles	caused	some	to	
question	if	God	was	finished	with	Israel.	With	unquestionable	passion	he	declares	that	God	is	
not	done	with	Israel.	Although	the	Gospel	included	the	Gentiles	in	the	covenants	and	promises	
of	Israel	it	did	not	mean	that	God	had	excluded	natural	Israel	from	their	promises.	

	
Israel	Re-Grafted	

Romans	11:11-27	presents	us	with	an	illustration	of	how	Israel’s	fall	resulted	in	
salvation	for	the	Gentiles.	He	uses	the	example	of	an	olive	tree	branch	that	represents	how	
Israel	was	broken	off	from	God’s	plan.	There	are	also	wild	branches	representing	the	Gentiles	
who	are	grafted	into	the	tree.	Yet	God	is	able	to	graft	Israel	back	into	the	purposes	of	God,	even	
though	they	been	broken	off	through	unbelief	(Romans	11:23).	Paul	pondered	that	if	the	
cutting	off	of	Israel	has	led	to	the	Gentiles’	salvation,	what	fullness	will	come	when	Israel	is	
grafted	back	into	the	promises	of	God	(Romans	11:15).	Obviously	Paul	anticipated	natural	
Israel	being	brought	back	into	the	purposes	of	God	and	so	we	conclude	God	is	not	finished	with	
the	descendants	of	Jacob.	Renald	Showers	writes,	“Because	Old	Testament	Israel	rejected	Christ	
through	unbelief,	God	removed	it	temporarily	from	the	place	of	His	blessing…God	will	restore	
Israel	to	the	place	of	His	blessing	when	Israel	receives	Christ	at	His	Second	Coming.”1	In	
Romans	11	the	lesson	is	clear	that	God	will	do	for	the	natural	branch	what	He	has	done	for	the	
wild	branch	when	they	place	their	faith	in	Jesus	their	Messiah.	
	
Israel’s	Temporary	Blindness	

In	Romans	11:25	Paul	introduces	a	mystery	concerning	Israel	that	he	wants	to	make	
certain	no	one	ignores.	The	mystery	is	that	blindness	has	happened	to	Israel	until	the	fullness	
of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in,	at	which	time	“all	Israel	will	be	saved.”	Currently	God	is	working	
among	the	nations	of	the	world,	but	a	day	will	come	when	that	work	will	be	full	and	God	will	
turn	again	to	the	nation	of	Israel	to	bring	them	to	salvation.	The	Holman	New	Testament	

																																																								
1	Showers,	Renald	E.	There	Really	Is	a	Difference!:	A	Comparison	of	Covenant	and	Dispensational		

	 	 Theology.	Bellmawr,	NJ:	Friends	of	Israel	Gospel	Ministry,	1990.	186.	



Commentary	declares,	“Paul	wants	his	Gentile	readers	(brothers)	to	understand	that	Israel's	
hardening	is	not	complete,	it	is	only	in	part.	It	is	not	permanent,	it	is	only	temporary—until	the	
elect	among	the	Gentiles	are	saved…Israel	is	waiting	in	the	wings	to	enter	back	into	covenant	
fellowship	with	God,	as	the	prophets	had	declared.”2	Zechariah	12:10	writes	of	a	day	in	the	
future	when	Israel	will	call	upon	Jesus	to	save	them.	They	will	make	a	confession	of	faith	in	
Jesus	(Romans	10:9-10),	bringing	an	end	to	their	blindness.	At	this	time	Israel	will	finally	
experience	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	plans	and	promises.	

	
Israel’s	Irrevocable	Calling	and	Gifts	
	 Romans	11:28-29	teaches	us	that	the	calling	and	gifts	given	by	God	to	Israel	are	
irrevocable.	The	Old	Testament	prophets	also	emphatically	declared	that	God	would	never	
permanently	cast	Israel	aside.	Jeremiah	declares,	"Thus	says	the	LORD:	'If	My	covenant	is	not	
with	day	and	night,	and	if	I	have	not	appointed	the	ordinances	of	heaven	and	earth,	then	I	will	
cast	away	the	descendants	of	Jacob	and	David	My	servant,	so	that	I	will	not	take	any	of	his	
descendants	to	be	rulers	over	the	descendants	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	For	I	will	cause	
their	captives	to	return,	and	will	have	mercy	on	them”	(Jeremiah	33:25-26).	God	could	not	have	
communicated	any	clearer	than	He	has	throughout	both	the	Old	Testament	and	New	Testament	
that	Israel	will	receive	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises	to	her.	Commenting	on	Jeremiah	33:25-
26	the	Bible	Knowledge	Commentary	states,	“The	greatest	argument	for	the	future	restoration	
of	Israel	as	a	nation	is	the	character	of	God.	He	made	a	series	of	covenants	with	the	patriarchs,	
David,	and	the	Levites;	His	character	demands	that	He	will	ultimately	fulfill	these	promises	to	
their	nation.”3	God’s	has	promised	to	fulfill	the	work	He	began	in	Israel,	and	this	guarantee	is	
based	upon	His	word	and	character.	
	
Conclusion	

Romans	9-11	provides	a	clear	overview	of	Israel’s	past	election,	their	present	
unwillingness	to	confess	Jesus	as	Christ	and	their	future	restoration.	Although	there	are	
theological	systems	that	teach	God	has	excluded	Israel	from	their	calling,	God’s	word	declares	
otherwise.	From	the	Old	Testament	to	the	New	Testament	God	has	promised	to	fulfill	His	
everlasting	promises	to	them.	Today,	Israel	still	refuses	to	confess	Jesus	as	Lord	and	so	they	sit	
in	blindness.	Sadly,	there	exist	many	difficult	days	ahead	for	the	descendants	of	Abraham	
before	they	are	grafted	back	into	the	fullness	of	their	calling.	However,	the	day	is	coming	when	
their	eyes	will	be	opened	and	they	will	call	upon	Jesus,	their	Messiah.	When	this	day	comes	it	
will	be	glorious	for	both	them	and	the	whole	world.	

																																																								
2	Kenneth	Boa	and	William	Kruidenier,	Holman	New	Testament	Commentary	–	Romans,	ed.	Max		

	 	 Anders,	(Nashville,	TN:	Broadman	&	Holman,	2000),	Under:	"Romans	11:1-36	-	Israel's		
	 	 Future	Vindicates	the	Gospel".	

3	John	Walvoord	and	Roy	Zuck,	ed.,	The	Bible	Knowledge	Commentary:	An	Exposition	of	the	Scriptures		
	 	 by	Dallas	Seminary	Faculty,	(Colorado	Springs,	CO:	Cook	Communications,	1985),	1177.	
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