
Micah
The Promised Land was under constant threat. Enemies 

assailed the kingdoms on every side and the kings led the 
people astray with false gods. Alongside other prophets 

like Isaiah and Hosea, God raised up Micah of 
Moresheth. He decried the idolatry and corruption of 

both capital cities and prophesied the coming 
destruction at the hands of Assyria. Samaria was 

doomed, but Judah would be spared. Micah was ignored 
by two different kings, but the son of Judah’s worst 

idolater heard his message. By the skin of their teeth, 
God delivered His people in the South, but Samaria was 

destroyed, as Micah had predicted. The prophet’s 
alternating message of judgment and mercy paints an 
accurate picture of a God full of love yet full of wrath 

over sin.
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About Micah
Author: Micah
Date: ca. 700 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To call the nations of Israel and Judah to repentance as the threat of Assyrian
 invasion looms, and to declare the hope of Messiah’s coming kingdom.
Characteristics: An intense book of prophecy that denounces the leadership of the Promised  
 Land and provides strong contrast against true worship of the Lord.

Outline
I. Prediction of Approaching Judgment (1-2)
 A. Upon Samaria (1:1-8)
 B. Upon Judah (1:9-16)
 C. Upon Cruel Oppressors (2:1-11)
 D. Upon a Remnant (2:12-13)
II. Prediction of the Messianic Kingdom (3-5)
 A. Preliminary Judgments (3:1-12)
 B. Description of the Kingdom (4:1-5)
 C. Establishment of the Kingdom (4:6-13)
 D. Rejection of the King at His First Coming (5:1-2)
 E. Interval between the Royal Rejection and Return (5:3)
 F. The Messiah’s Second Coming (5:4-15)
III. The Divine Controversy and Final Mercy (6-7)
 A. The People’s Ingratitude and Sin (6:1-7:6)
 B. Prophetic Intercession (7:7-20)

Questions to Think About
1.) Micah prophesied against both Israel and Judah during the events recorded in 2 Kings  
 15-20 and 2 Chronicles 27-32. How does this history illuminate his prophecy?

2.) Micah prophesies very specifically concerning the Messiah, even giving His birthplace.  
 God orchestrates the future. Where do you need to trust God for your future?

3.) Micah alternates between judgment and forgiveness in his book. The Lord is a God of 
 justice and mercy. How can we live out that balance in our own lives?

“The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.”

Micah 1:1

Jotham
The son of Uzziah served the Lord but did not remove the high places. Because his father was a leper, 

he became king regent at a young age. Syria and Samaria formed an alliance to defeat him and harassed 
him throughout his reign.

Ahaz
The son of Jotham was a wicked idolater. Constantly harassed by Syria and Samaria, he enlisted the 
help of the king of Assyria. Although they defeated his enemies, Ahaz became a vassal state of the 
Assyrian empire. To please their king he removed the holy implements in the Temple and replaced 

them with altars and idols of the gods of Syria. Eventually he closed the doors of the Temple 
permanently and compelled the people to worship false gods.

Hezekiah
The son of Ahaz was one of Judah’s greatest kings. He re-opened the Temple in the first month of his 

reign. He tore down the idols and removed the high places. He restored the land of Judah to the 
worship of the Lord according to the Law. When Assyria destroyed Samaria, Hezekiah turned to the 

Lord and Jerusalem was spared through God’s miraculous intervention, just as Micah had prophesied.

from Unger’s Bible Outlines

Micah 1:13 has a warning for the city of Lachish. Not long after that, the Assyrians conquered Lachish, 
as this panel from Sennacherib’s palace illustrates. from BiblePlaces.com



Through	the	Bible	–	Micah	
Bethlehem	
	
Introduction	
	 Compared	to	other	books	of	the	Bible,	Micah	is	not	particularly	well-known.	
However,	there	is	one	prophecy	from	Micah	that	every	Christian	knows	well:	“But	you,	
Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	though	you	are	little	among	the	thousands	of	Judah,	yet	out	of	you	
shall	come	forth	to	Me	the	One	to	be	Ruler	in	Israel,	whose	goings	forth	are	from	of	old,	
from	everlasting”	(Micah	5:2).	In	this	little	book,	Micah	gives	the	birthplace	of	the	Messiah!	
He	speaks	of	the	coming	deliverance	of	Israel,	and	identifies	Bethlehem	as	the	place	where	
God	would	send	His	deliverer.	As	Micah	indicates,	Bethlehem	was	not	a	particularly	
important	city.	But	from	this	little	town	would	come	the	ruler	of	all.	
	
History	
	 The	name	“Bethlehem”	is	actually	a	combination	of	two	words:	Beth,	which	means	
“house”	and	Lehem,	which	means	“bread.”	So	Bethlehem	means	“House	of	Bread.”	
“Ephrathah”	was	an	older	name	for	that	region,	from	before	the	city	was	built.	(Genesis	
35:19,	48:7).	Early	in	Israel’s	history,	a	man	from	Bethlehem	named	Ibzan	was	the	judge	of	
all	Israel.	Other	than	the	fact	that	he	had	a	lot	of	children,	we	don’t	know	much	about	him	
(Judges	12:8-10).	After	this,	though,	the	reputation	of	Bethlehem	took	a	bit	of	a	beating.	
	 Judges	17	relates	the	story	of	a	man	named	Micah	(different	from	the	prophet!)	who	
set	up	a	silver	idol	in	his	house	and	became	the	founder	of	a	sort	of	local	cult.	He	had	as	his	
priest	a	Levite	from	the	town	of	Bethlehem.	This	false	priest	ended	up	becoming	an	
idolatrous	leader	to	the	tribe	of	Dan.	Later	on	in	Judges	19,	a	man	took	a	concubine	who	
was	from	Bethlehem.	Their	tragic	story	led	to	a	bloody	civil	war	in	the	Promised	Land.	So	
the	name	of	Bethlehem	was,	early	on,	associated	with	idolatry,	sexual	immorality	and	
bloodshed.	
	 However,	in	spite	of	this	reputation,	there	were	godly	people	who	lived	there,	and	
God	would	see	fit	to	bring	great	honor	to	the	House	of	Bread.	In	the	book	of	Ruth,	we	read	
the	story	of	a	family	from	Bethlehem.	When	they	fled	to	Moab	to	escape	a	famine,	the	whole	
family	died	out	until	only	the	widow	Naomi	and	the	widow	of	her	son,	Ruth,	were	left	to	
return	to	Bethlehem.	But	there,	Ruth	found	a	man	named	Boaz,	a	relative	of	the	family,	who	
agreed	to	marry	Ruth	and	restore	the	land	of	the	family	that	had	been	lost.	In	the	midst	of	
rampant	wickedness,	this	family	remained	true	to	the	Law	of	the	Lord.	Boaz	and	Ruth	had	a	
son	named	Obed.	Obed	had	a	son	named	Jesse.	And	Jesse	had	a	son	named	David.	
	 There	is	a	reason	Bethlehem	became	known	as	the	City	of	David.	After	King	Saul’s	
failure,	the	Lord	said	to	the	prophet	Samuel,	“Fill	your	horn	with	oil,	and	go;	I	am	sending	
you	to	Jesse	the	Bethlehemite.	For	I	have	provided	Myself	a	king	among	his	sons”	(1	Samuel	
16:1).	That	son	was	David,	the	giant	killer,	the	man	after	God’s	own	heart,	the	greatest	king	



of	Israel.	David	would	spend	much	of	his	life	running	from	Saul	and	reigning	from	Hebron	
and	then	from	Jerusalem,	but	he	never	forgot	his	hometown	(2	Samuel	23:13-17).	So	
Bethlehem	was	a	small	place,	but	a	place	of	consequence.	And	Micah	added	to	the	dignity	of	
this	little	town	when	he	prophesied	that	God’s	Messiah	would	come,	not	from	Jerusalem	or	
some	other	great	city,	but	from	Bethlehem.	
	
Jesus	Christ	
	 So	the	Jews	expected	their	King	to	come	from	Bethlehem.	The	prophecy	itself	is	
relatively	clear	and	unambiguous.	It	came	to	light	afresh	when	Herod,	the	Idumean	ruler	
over	Judea,	received	a	group	of	magi	in	his	court.	“Where	is	He	who	has	been	born	King	of	
the	Jews?	For	we	have	seen	His	star	in	the	East	and	have	come	to	worship	Him,”	they	said.	
Herod,	an	insecure	tyrant,	called	upon	the	scribes	to	help	him	answer	the	visitors,	and	
“they	said	to	him,	‘In	Bethlehem	of	Judea,	for	thus	it	is	written	by	the	prophet.’”	Herod	sent	
the	magi	on	their	way,	hoping	that	they	would	find	the	supposed	king	that	he	might	kill	
him.	The	wise	men	did	in	fact	find	the	young	child	and	His	mother.	Her	name	was	Mary,	and	
His	name	was	Jesus.	(Matthew	2:1-12)	
	 Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem.	The	interesting	thing,	though,	is	that	Mary	and	Joseph	
were	not	from	Bethlehem,	but	Nazareth.	God	chose	two	Nazarenes	to	be	the	parents	of	His	
Son.	But	how	could	He	have	done	that	if	He	had	already	said	that	Bethlehem	was	to	be	the	
Messiah’s	birthplace?	While	Mary	was	with	child,	Rome	commanded	a	census,	and	all	
families	were	to	return	to	their	ancestral	homes	to	be	counted.	Joseph	was	of	the	house	of	
David,	which	meant	he	had	to	return	to	the	City	of	David:	Bethlehem.	Even	though	the	
family	had	to	flee	Bethlehem,	and	even	though	Jesus	was	known	as	the	Nazarene,	His	
birthplace	was	Bethlehem,	fulfilling	the	word	of	the	prophet	Micah.	
	
Conclusion	
	 “There	is	born	to	you	this	day	in	the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is	Christ	the	Lord.”	
(Luke	2:11)	With	these	words,	the	angelic	host	announced	the	fulfillment	of	Micah’s	
prophecy	and	sent	the	shepherds	on	to	Bethlehem	to	see	the	Savior.	But	many	in	Jesus’s	
time	had	a	hard	time	believing	that	He	could	be	their	Messiah.	For	Micah’s	prophecy	
continues,	“He	shall	stand	and	shepherd	his	flock	in	the	strength	of	the	Lord,	in	the	majesty	
of	the	name	of	the	Lord	His	God.	And	they	shall	dwell	secure,	for	now	he	shall	be	great	to	
the	end	of	the	earth…and	he	shall	deliver	us	from	the	Assyrian	when	he	comes	into	our	land	
and	treads	within	our	border.”	(Micah	5:4,	6)	How	could	this	rabbi	who	died	on	a	cross	be	
God’s	Savior?	When	would	the	remnant	of	Jacob	rise	like	lions	in	battle?	Because	Christ	
fulfilled	the	first	part	of	Micah’s	prophecy,	we	trust	Him	to	fulfill	the	rest.	Jesus,	the	ruler	of	
Israel	from	ancient	of	days,	born	in	Bethlehem,	will	return	to	bring	deliverance	to	the	
people	of	God.	He	will	bring	lasting	peace,	and	His	Kingdom	will	never	end.	
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