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Jude
James was not the only one of Jesus’ brothers who became a
leader in the Church. His brother Jude also took his place in
those first days, and he also has an epistle included in the
canon. His personality shines through this book and reminds
us, fittingly enough, of the book of James. It seems that the
sons of Joseph and Mary were not soft, compromising
fellows. In the book of Jude, the author changes his plan to
write something theological and instead turns it into an
extended denouncement of the false teachers. Much of the
book is a long list of unflattering descriptions of these people.
Jude, like his brother and his other Brother, refused to
compromise on truth, and he spoke out strongly at the
appropriate time. He ends the letter by urging the readers not
just to resist the false teachers, but to work to retrieve those
who had been taken captive – and to pray for Christ to keep
us all safe until the end.
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Apostasy

About Jude
Author: Jude
Date: ca. 67-80 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: An exhortation for believers to contend earnestly for the
faith and to reject the false teachings of apostates.
Characteristics: A letter full of warnings and descriptions about apostates and their
impending judgment. Many references to the Old Testament.

Outline

I. Salutation (v. 1–2)
II. Warnings Concerning Apostates (v. 3–4)
III. Warnings Concerning the Peril of Apostasy (v. 5–16)
IV. Guidelines for Avoiding Apostasy (v. 17–23)
A. Remembering the Teaching of the Apostles (v. 17–19)
B. Nurturing Themselves (v. 20–21)
C. Being Merciful to Others (v. 22–23)
V. Victory Over Apostasy (v. 24–25)

Outline adapted from the Bible Knowledge Commentary

The Family of Jesus
Who was in Jesus’ family? Did he really have brothers? Does the New Testament say anything regarding His
distant relatives? We gain insight from Matthew 13:55-56 as to who was in Jesus’ immediate family. When Jesus was
ministering in Nazareth, His home town, an indignant crowd said this about him: “Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is
not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with
us?” Apparently, Jesus had four half-brothers and at least two half-sisters! Notice the names of two of his brothers:
James and Judas. James would go on to be a leader in the early church, and eventually write the epistle bearing his
name. Judas, also known as Jude, would go on to write this epistle. John the Baptist is also a relative of Jesus. When
the angel announces Mary will conceive, he also says in Luke 1:36, “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also
conceived a son in her old age.” Many believe that Mary and Elizabeth were cousins, which would make John and
Jesus second cousins. Below is a tree depicting the family of Jesus:

“Jude is concerned with apostasy. Even in his day, the church was already being infiltrated by religious Quislings,
men who posed as servants of God but who were actually enemies of the cross of Christ. Jude’s purpose is to
expose these traitors and to describe their ultimate doom. An apostate is a person who professes to be a true
believer but who, as a matter of fact, has never been regenerated. He may be baptized and participate fully in the
privileges of a local Christian fellowship. But after a while, he willfully abandons the Christian faith and
maliciously renounces the Savior. He denies the deity of Christ, His redemptive work at Calvary, His bodily
resurrection, or other fundamental doctrines. It is not at all a question of backsliding; the apostate was never
converted at all. He has no qualms about his deliberate spurning of God’s only way of salvation. He is hardened
in his unbelief and stubbornly opposed to the Christ of God. Apostasy is not simply a question of denying the
Savior. Peter did that. Peter was a true believer who buckled under the pressures of a crisis. But he really loved the
Lord and demonstrated the reality of his faith by his subsequent repentance and restoration. Judas Iscariot was
an apostate. He professed to be a disciple; he traveled with the Lord Jesus for about three years. He even served as
treasurer of the team, but finally he revealed his true self by betraying the Lord for thirty pieces of silver.”1
Excerpt from The Believer’s Bible Commentary
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Triads
Jude frequently wrote in triads, with some commentators discerning as many as 18 such series.
Below is a chart representing some examples of the triads Jude used:
Introduction (v. 1a)
Jude’s audience (v. 1b)
Greeting (v. 2)
Description of apostates (v. 4)
Examples of other apostates (v. 5-7)

1) Jude; 2) Bondservant; 3) Brother of James
1) Called; 2) Sanctified; 3) Preserved
1) Grace; 2) Mercy; 3) Peace
1) Ungodly; 2) Turn God’s grace into lewdness; 3) Deny Christ
1) Those destroyed out of Egypt; 2) The angels who didn’t keep their
proper domain; 3) Sodom and Gomorrah
Description of these “dreamers” (v. 8) 1) They defile the flesh; 2) Reject authority; 3) Speak evil of dignitaries
Further elaboration (v. 11)
1) They have gone the way of Cain; 2) Run in the error of Balaam; 3)
Perished in Korah’s rebellion
Grumblers and complainers (v. 16) 1) Follow their own lusts; 2) Have boastful words; 3) Flatter others to
gain an advantage
Description of mockers (v. 18-19)
1) Sensual; 2) Cause divisions; 3) Not having the Spirit
Building yourselves up in the faith (v. 1) Pray in the Holy Spirit; 2) Keep yourself in God’s love; 3) Looking for
20-21)
the mercy of Jesus Christ
Chart adapted from the Bible Knowledge Commentary

Questions to Think About
1.) This letter is addressed to those who are called, sanctified, and preserved by God. Is this how
you view yourself in the Lord? What sort of impact should being called, sanctified, and
preserved by God have upon your life?
2.) In v. 20, Jude encourages believers to build “yourselves up on your most holy faith.” What does
it mean to build yourself up in the faith? In what ways can you heed this exhortation?
3.) How can you protect yourself from apostates and fight against their destructive teaching?

Through the Bible –Jude
The Pseudepigrapha in the New Testament by Tyler Warner
Introduction
Is Jesus’ brother allowed to quote from traditional Jewish writings in his epistle?
Apparently so, because that’s exactly what Jude did. Jude, along with other New Testament
writers, quotes from and alludes to the Pseudepigrapha in his book. Obviously, as Christians
and Protestants, we do not recognize the Old Testament Apocrypha as Scripture, and yet
the apostles seemed to be pretty familiar with it. It’s an odd thing – or at least it seems odd
to us – so what should we learn from this?

What Is the Pseudepigrapha?
First of all, let’s define our terms. When we speak of the Apocrypha, we refer to
books that are not included in the Canon of Scripture, but were (or are) advocated for
inclusion by some. The word, “apocrypha”, is Greek, and means “secret” or “hidden”. There
are New Testament apocryphal books, and Old Testament apocryphal books. As a general
rule, the Old Testament Apocrypha is called the Pseudepigrapha. This comes from two
Greek words, “pseudo” (false) and “grapha” (writing). Technically, it means books that are
written under a false name, but the Pseudepigrapha refers to the books written after the
Old Testament, but before the New that were not included in the Canon.
The books of the Maccabees, Enoch, Sirach, the Wisdom of Solomon, Bel and the
Dragon, Tobit and others are all a part of the Pseudepigrapha. Most of them claim authors
like Daniel, Enoch or Solomon, but these are pseudonymous, not original. It should go
without saying that we do not accept these books as part of the Bible, nor do the Jews.
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians have included some of them into what is called
the “Deuterocanon”, but this was not done until after the Protestant Reformation, in some
ways as a reaction to it.

Pseudepigraphal Allusions
The New Testament contains several allusions to the Pseudepigrapha. This may be
news to you, but you’ve probably come across them before. Have you ever wondered how
Paul knew the names of the Egyptian priests who opposed Moses in 2 Timothy 3:8? The
names, Jannes and Jambres are not included in the book of Exodus, but they are given in the
Pseudepigrapha. Less specifically, many of Paul’s statements, including his famous
exhortation about the armor of God in Ephesians 6, strongly parallel Pseudepigraphal
passages, in this case from the Wisdom of Solomon. When James tells us to be slow to speak
and quick to listen, it is very close to a quotation from the book of Sirach. The author of
Hebrews’ “Hall of Faith” passage has a Pseudepigraphal equivalent, and many scholars and

even Church Fathers believed that the reference to those who were tortured in hope of
resurrection refers to the Maccabees who refused to eat swine flesh under duress. Even
some of Jesus’ statements read as affirmations of Pseudepigraphal lessons. The Golden
Rule, for example, is a rather obvious restatement from the book of Tobit. We do not
recognize these because we are unfamiliar with these writings, but just as book of
Revelation echoes Daniel, Zechariah and other prophetic books, many New Testament
writings echo with the words of the Pseudepigrapha.

Jude and the Pseudepigrapha
Jude gives us the clearest examples. In Jude 9, he references The Assumption of
Moses, a short apocryphal book, when he describes Michael the archangel disputing with
Satan. He also says, “Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also,
saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on
all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him’” (Jude 14-15). Enoch himself did not say this. If you read in Genesis 5,
all we read about Enoch other than his patronage is, “Enoch walked with God; and he was
not, for God took him” (Genesis 5:24). Jude is not here quoting from Enoch, he is quoting
from the book of 1 Enoch, a pseudepigraphal document. This goes beyond simple allusion,
Jude has directly quoted from the Pseudepigrapha. Should we be concerned?

Conclusion
Answer: Of course not. Paul quotes from a pagan Greek poet, Epimenides in Titus
1:12. The New Testament writers were as inspired in their references as they were in their
original words. This does not make the whole book of Enoch, or the whole Pseudepigrapha
Scripture, it just makes that particular quotation of the Pseudepigrapha (or anything else)
Scripture. Your pastor may quote from a movie or the lyrics from a popular song, but for
illustrative purposes, not because he believes those things to be inerrant!
We recognize only the 66 books that we have as canonical. The Church Fathers
agreed, by the way. When Jerome translated the Old Testament into Latin, he included the
Pseudepigrapha, but he said it should be read for personal edification, not to establish
doctrine. The early Church treated the Apocrypha similar to how we treat theology or
Christian living books. They could have some good things to say, and we should heed them
where they agree with the Bible, but they are on another plane.
Sometimes learning about how the Bible was written and received can be a bit
confusing. It was certainly more messy than we would expect. We believe that God uses
people. And because He has affirmed what they have written in His Bible, we ought to
affirm it to without any hesitation.

