
Habakkuk
The land of Judah was never without a remnant of 

godly men. The prophet Habakkuk watched, angry and 
heartbroken as his people turned away from the Lord to 

worthless idols and unrighteousness. In his book, he calls 
out to the Lord for justice, questioning why God would 
allow such wickedness to prosper in the Promised Land. 

God replies to Habakkuk, but it is not the response he 
wanted. God reveals to him the coming of the 

Babylonian Empire to judge the nation of Judah. 
Horrified at the thought of the wicked Chaldeans 

ravaging his home, Habakkuk struggles to understand 
God’s purpose, but ultimately must submit to the perfect 

will of the Lord.
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About Habakkuk
Author: Habakkuk
Date: ca. 622-609 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To express the heart of Judah’s godly remnant and to reveal God’s plan for the 
 judgment of His people.
Characteristics: Direct questions to the Lord, followed by direct answers and an honest 
 attempt to reconcile with God’s plan.

Outline
I. Questions and Answers (1:1-2:5)
 A. Superscription (1:1)
 B. Why Do the Wicked Prosper? (1:2-4)
 C. God Will Send the Chaldeans (1:5-11)
 D. Will God Use the Wicked Chaldeans? (1:12-17)
 E. The Just Will Live By Faith (2:1-5)
II. Five Woes on Babylon (2:6-20)
 A. Woe to the Violent Extortioner (2:6-8)
 B. Woe to the Greedy (2:9-11)
 C. Woe to the Murderer (2:12-14)
 D. Woe to the Drunkard (2:15-17)
 E. Woe to the Idol-Maker (2:18-20)
III. Habakkuk’s Prayer (3)
 A. Habakkuk’s Petition (3:1-2)
 B. The Lord’s Appearing (3:3-15)
 C. Habakkuk’s Confidence (3:16-19)

Questions to Think About
1.) Habakkuk asked some pretty honest questions of the Lord, and he received answers.  
 Are you afraid to question God? How can we remain humble when we do so?

2.) We appreciate the patience of God when it is directed towards us, but it can be difficult  
 to accept His mercy for someone worse than we are. Have you had these thoughts  
 before? How does the Bible answer this objection?

3.) Peter wrote, “Judgment must begin at the house of God” (1 Peter 4:17). This principle  
 is illustrated in the book of Habakkuk. How does this affect the way we think about  
 our lives, our countries or our churches? What should our response be?

Habakkuk predicts the rise of the Babylonian Empire. 
This was a long process, detailed in the map above.

The Just Shall live By Faith
 This is one of the most important phrases in the entire Bible. Habakkuk said this 
to contrast the righteous who live for the Lord against the wicked pride of Babylon. The 
wicked are proud and trust in their own might. These will be destroyed. In contrast, the 
righteous who trust in God would live. This may be a promise to preserve the righteous 
during the Babylonian invasion. 
 Paul uses this phrase in Romans 1:17. He speaks of life in an eternal sense, beyond 
the difficulty of a Babylonian invasion. Paul teaches that those who have faith in Jesus 
Christ will experience eternal life. The enemy of eternal death will not have victory over 
the one who has put their faith in the Lord. 
 The foundation of true religion is the recognition of our own inadequacy. We cannot 
save ourselves, and must trust in God to deliver us.

adapted from The World and the Word
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Through	the	Bible	–	Habakkuk	
Questioning	God	
	
Introduction	
	 It	 is	hardly	 the	most	popular	book	of	 the	Bible,	but	Habakkuk	contains	one	of	 the	
most	 important	 lessons	 of	 the	 Scriptures.	 In	 it,	 the	 prophet	 Habakkuk	 questions	 God.	
Immediately	 we	 cringe	 at	 the	 thought;	 aren’t	 we	 supposed	 to	 accept	 God’s	 will	 without	
questioning?	While	this	might	sound	spiritual,	it	is	not	biblical.	“O	Lord,	how	long	shall	I	cry,	
and	 You	 will	 not	 hear?”	 (Habakkuk	 1:2)	 Such	 an	 impertinent	 question	 was	 not	 only	
preserved	in	Scripture,	but	it	was	answered	without	rebuke	by	God.	Then	later,	the	prophet	
asks,	“Why	do	You	look	on	those	who	deal	treacherously,	and	hold	Your	tongue	when	the	
wicked	devours	a	person	more	righteous	than	he?”	(Habakkuk	1:13)	Again,	the	Lord	gives	
an	 answer.	 The	 book	 of	Habakkuk	 encourages	 us	 to	 question	 the	 Lord.	 But	we	 ought	 to	
balance	our	boldness	with	humility.	God	is	not	afraid	of	our	questions,	but	the	arrogant	and	
the	scoffer	will	not	learn	anything.	
	
The	Wrong	Way	
	 There	 is	 a	 wrong	 and	 a	 right	 way	 to	 question	 the	 Lord.	 The	 wrong	 way	 is	
characterized	 by	 disbelief	 and	 mockery.	 Consider	 the	 way	 the	 Pharisees	 and	 scribes	
questioned	 Jesus.	 They	 did	 not	 really	want	 to	 know	 the	 answer,	 they	merely	wanted	 to	
catch	Him	in	His	words.	Those	who	ask	questions	out	of	a	desire	to	challenge	God	rather	
than	to	understand	will	not	receive	an	answer.	
	 In	 the	 book	 of	 2	 Kings,	 the	 Syrian	 army	 has	 besieged	 Samaria.	 The	 people	 are	
starving	and	even	resorting	to	cannibalism.	In	their	darkest	hour,	the	prophet	Elisha	says	
that	God	will	turn	the	situation	around	and	provide	salvation	and	food	for	the	people	by	the	
next	day.	 “[But]	an	officer	on	whose	hand	 the	king	 leaned	answered	 the	man	of	God	and	
said,	‘Look,	if	the	Lord	would	make	windows	in	heaven,	could	this	thing	be?’	And	he	said,	‘In	
fact,	you	shall	see	it	with	your	own	eyes,	but	you	shall	not	eat	of	it’”	(2	Kings	7:2).	The	next	
day,	the	army	was	driven	away	and	the	city	was	saved,	but	that	officer	was	trampled	by	the	
starving	 crowds.	 This	 man	 did	 not	 ask	 from	 a	 position	 of	 doubt,	 but	 disbelief.	 He	 was	
scoffing	at	the	word	of	the	Lord,	and	so	He	was	reprimanded	and	judged.	
	 In	 the	New	Testament,	when	 the	angel	promised	Zacharias	 that	his	wife	Elizabeth	
would	have	a	baby,	he	said,	“How	shall	 I	know	this?	For	I	am	an	old	man,	and	my	wife	 is	
well	advanced	in	years”	(Luke	1:18).	For	this,	the	angel	struck	him	mute	until	the	baby	was	
born.	He	did	not	ask	 in	order	to	understand,	but	 in	order	to	challenge.	When	we	come	to	
the	 Lord,	 we	 must	 come	 in	 an	 attitude	 of	 humility,	 not	 arrogance.	 “Let	 not	 that	 man	
suppose	that	he	will	receive	anything	from	the	Lord”	(James	1:7).	God	does	not	play	games	
with	scoffers	and	mockers.	



The	Right	Way	
	 On	the	other	hand,	those	who	come	to	the	Lord	with	an	open	heart	and	a	willingness	
to	 learn	will	be	given	explanations,	 answers	and	understanding.	When	people	 came	with	
honest	 questions	 to	 Jesus,	 He	 gave	 them	 simple	 answers.	 He	 came	 to	 instruct,	 and	 was	
willing	 to	 teach	 those	 who	 were	 open	 to	 His	 word.	 The	 parables	 veiled	 the	 truth,	 but	
anyone	who	asked	for	an	explanation	was	given	one	(Mark	4:10-12).	
	 When	Mary	was	 told	 that	 she	would	give	birth	 to	 the	Messiah,	 she	had	questions.	
But	her	questions	did	not	come	from	a	place	of	disbelief,	but	she	was	humble	and	teachable.	
“How	 can	 this	 be,	 since	 I	 do	 not	 know	 a	 man?”	 (Luke	 1:34)	 The	 angel	 answered	 her	
question,	 and	 then	 she	 submitted	 herself	 to	 the	 Lord,	 even	 though	 she	 did	 not	 fully	
understand.	“Behold	the	maidservant	of	the	Lord!	Let	it	be	to	me	according	to	your	word”	
(Luke	 1:38).	 By	 receiving	 the	 word	 of	 the	 Lord	 in	 faith,	 she	 kept	 her	 proper	 place	 as	 a	
servant	without	arrogating	herself	to	the	place	of	judge.	
	 Oftentimes,	 the	 true	 heart	 of	 our	 questions	 is	 revealed	 by	 our	 response	 to	 God’s	
answers.	Those	who	are	willing	 to	 receive	 the	 truth	and	 then	seek	 to	understand	will	be	
answered.	 Those	who	 refuse	 to	 accept	 the	 truth	 if	 they	 cannot	 understand	 it	 are	 full	 of	
pride.	 Consider	 Paul	 and	 his	 bodily	 affliction.	 Paul	was	 given	 a	 “thorn	 in	 the	 flesh,”	 and	
prayed	 three	 times	 that	 God	 would	 take	 it	 away.	 “[But	 God]	 said	 to	 me,	 ‘My	 grace	 is	
sufficient	for	you,	for	My	strength	is	made	perfect	in	weakness.’	Therefore	most	gladly	I	will	
rather	boast	in	my	infirmities,	that	the	power	of	Christ	may	rest	upon	me”	(2	Corinthians	
12:9).	Paul	was	given	no	explanation	of	his	affliction,	but	was	called	to	trust	God’s	wisdom	
and	grace.	In	the	same	way,	Job	was	not	given	an	explanation	of	his	suffering,	but	was	told	
to	be	content	to	know	that	God	was	in	control.	“The	Lord	answered	Job,	and	said:	‘Shall	the	
one	who	contends	with	the	Almighty	correct	Him?	He	who	rebukes	God,	let	him	answer	it.’	
Then	Job	answered	the	Lord	and	said:	‘Behold,	I	am	vile;	what	shall	I	answer	You?	I	lay	my	
hand	over	my	mouth’”	(Job	40:1-4).		
	
Conclusion		
	 We	are	privileged	to	serve	the	Lord.	He	is	a	teacher;	He	desires	us	to	understand	His	
will	and	His	ways.	He	is	receptive	to	our	questions.	However,	we	must	come	in	humility	and	
be	willing	to	accept	His	answers,	even	if	we	do	not	understand	or	like	what	He	has	to	say.	
Those	who	come	full	of	pride,	demanding	answers	of	God,	will	learn	nothing.	“Behold,	the	
proud,	His	 soul	 is	not	upright	 in	him;	but	 the	 just	 shall	 live	by	his	 faith”	 (Habakkuk	2:4).	
After	 his	 questions,	 Habakkuk	 submitted	 to	 the	 Lord	 and	 wrote	 a	 psalm	 of	 God’s	
faithfulness.	If	you	do	not	understand	why	God	would	allow	something	in	your	life,	or	why	
a	 certain	 teaching	 is	 included	 in	 Scripture,	 then	 prayerfully	 seek	 to	 learn	 why.	 But	 be	
willing	to	accept	what	He	answers	you.	Even	if	you	must	cry	out,	“Lord,	I	believe;	help	my	
unbelief!”	(Mark	9:24)	God	will	see	your	humility	and	instruct	you	by	His	Holy	Spirit.		
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