
Exodus
Exodus tells the story of the deliverance of

Israel out of slavery by the hand of God. The 
main character is Moses, who leads his people 
out of Egypt, across the Red Sea to Sinai, where 
they make a Covenant with God and receive His 
Law. Before moving on to the Promised Land, 

God commisions the building of the 
Tabernacle, where His presence will dwell 
among the people. This book is foundational 

for all of God’s later dealings with Israel.
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About Exodus
Author: Moses
Date: ca. 1446 BC
Genre: History
Purpose: A historical account of the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and the  
 establishment of God’s Covenant with Israel.
Characteristics: Detailed narratives that present foundational truths,
  foreshadow future events, and symbolize central themes of Christianity.

Outline
I. The Exodus (1-18)
 A. Slavery in Egypt (1)
 B. Early Life and Call of Moses (2-4)
 C. Ten Plagues of Egypt (5-12)
 D. The Exodus (12-15)
 E. Provision in the Wilderness (16-18)
II. The Covenant at Mt. Sinai (19-40)
 A. The Covenant (19)
 B. The Law (20-31)
 C. The Golden Calf (32-34)
III. Construction of the Tabernacle (35-40)
 A. Preparation (35:1-36:7)
 B. Building (36:8-39:31)
 C. Completion (39:32-43)
 D. Assembly (40:1-33)
 E. God’s Presence (40:34-38)

Questions to Think About
1.) How does the Lord coming to dwell in the Tabernacle foreshadow what was to come  
 for the Church? 

2.) Consider the final plague and the institution of the Passover. What elements of the  
 Passover point to the cross of Christ and salvation? 

3.) A central theme of Exodus is God’s self-revelation to man. How did God reveal
 Himself to Moses and to the people of Israel? How has God revealed Himself to us?

Key Events & People

The Hebrew title of Exodus is
Shemot, which means “Names,” 

from the first words of the 
book: “These are the names of 

the sons of Israel.”

1. Moses  1. Moses in the River
2. Aaron  2. The Burning Bush
3. Pharaoh  3. The Ten Plagues
4. Jethro  4. Passover
   5. The Red Sea Parting
   6. The Covenant
   7. The Golden Calf
   8. The Tabernacle Built

The Name of God
 YHWH Known by the technical term Tetragrammaton (Gk., meaning “four letters”), these 
 are the four consonants which make up the divine name (Exod. 3:15; found more than 6,000  
 times in the OT). The written Hebrew language did not include vowels, only the consonants  
 were used; thus readers supplied the vowels as they read (this is true even today in Hebrew  
 newspapers). Reverence for the divine name led to the practice of avoiding its use lest one
 run afoul of commandments such as Exod. 20:7 or Lev. 24:16. In time it was thought that 
 the divine name was too holy to pronounce at all. Thus the practice arose of using the word  
 Adonai: “Lord.” Many translations of the Bible followed this practice. In most English 
 translations YHWH is recognizable where the word Lord appears in caps.
 Fountain, M. (2003). Yhwh. In C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & T. C. Butler (Eds.), Holman Illustrated 
  Bible Dictionary (pp. 1695–1696). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.



Through	the	Bible	–	Exodus	
“The	Date	of	the	Exodus”1	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	
	 Christians	take	it	as	a	given	that	the	Exodus	was	a	historical	event,	but	when	did	it	
happen?	 If	 such	 a	 cataclysmic	 story	 is	 true,	 surely	 there	 would	 be	 archaeological	
corroboration.	 While	 some	 deny	 the	 Exodus	 entirely,	 among	 those	 who	 accept	 its	
historicity,	 there	 are	 a	 few	 different	 schools	 of	 thought	 relating	 to	 the	 correct	 date.	 As	
always,	we	rely	upon	Scripture	as	our	guide,	expecting	that	what	we	find	historically	will	
line	up	with	the	biblical	narrative.		
	
Option	1	–	No	Exodus	
	 One	school	of	thought	 is	that	the	Exodus	as	described	in	the	Bible	did	not	happen.	
This	 leans	on	 the	 fact	 that	 there	are	no	Egyptian	records	of	 this	event.	However,	 records	
from	this	time	are	so	fragmented	and	scattered,	an	absence	of	evidence	does	not	confirm	
the	 issue.	 Also,	 as	 we	 will	 see,	 the	 Egyptians	 often	 bent	 their	 history	 to	 fit	 their	 own	
propaganda.	 The	 history	 in	 the	 Old	 Testament	 is	 consistent	 with	 what	 is	 known	 about	
Egypt	 of	 that	 time,	 and	 there	 is	 evidence	of	Asiatic	 slaves	 that	 fit	 the	descriptions	of	 the	
Bible.	
	
Option	2	–	Late	Exodus	(13th	Century)	
	 Another	 popular	 option	 is	 that	 the	 Exodus	 happened	 during	 the	 13th	 Century	
(1200s)	B.C.	This	method	 relies	on	a	 specific	 interpretation	of	Exodus	1:11:	 “So	 they	put	
slave	masters	 over	 them	 to	 oppress	 them	with	 forced	 labor,	 and	 they	 built	 Pithom	 and	
Rameses	as	store	cities	for	Pharaoh.”	The	ancient	city	of	Rameses	was	built	by	Rameses	II,	
who	reigned	in	the	13th	Century.	Since	we	know	from	Egyptian	records	that	Israel	was	in	
the	promised	land	during	the	reign	of	Merenptah,	the	son	of	Rameses	II,	they	had	to	have	
left	Egypt	at	least	40	years	before	that,	which	would	place	them	in	Egypt	during	the	reign	of	
Rameses	II,	the	13th	Century.		
	 However,	 there	are	problems	with	 this	 theory.	First	of	all,	 it	does	not	square	with	
biblical	chronology.	For	example,	1	Kings	6:1	says	 that	when	Solomon	began	to	build	 the	
Temple	(967	B.C.),	it	had	been	480	years	since	the	Exodus.	Judges	11:26,	1	Chronicles	6:33-
37	and	Ezekiel	40:1	give	similar	dates.	And	if	Israel	had	built	Rameses	during	the	reign	of	
Rameses	 II,	 they	would	have	had	 to	 leave	Egypt	 very	 	 soon	 afterwards	 in	 order	 to	 be	 in	
Canaan	 by	 the	 time	 of	Merenptah.	 But	 Exodus	 tells	 us	 throughout	 the	 first	 chapter	 that	

																																																								
1 Adapted by Tyler Warner, from Recent Research on the Date and Setting of the Exodus 

by Bryant G. Wood (2008). 



there	were	 several	 population	 explosions	 after	 building	 the	 city	 of	 Rameses,	 and	Moses	
himself	 lived	 at	 least	 80	 years	 after	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 store	 cities.	 So	 the	 cities	 the	
Hebrews	 built	 could	 not	 have	 included	 the	 city	 built	 by	 Rameses	 II.	 In	 fact,	 historically,	
Rameses	II	did	not	build	Rameses,	he	expanded	and	updated	an	older	city	formerly	called	
Perunefer.	This	theory	does	not	hold	water.	
	
Option	3	–	Early	Exodus	(15th	Century)	
	 The	 dates	 from	 the	 chronology	 of	 Scripture	 place	 the	 date	 of	 the	 Exodus	 around	
1446	 B.C.	 As	 always,	 the	 Bible	 is	 our	 standard	 for	 belief.	 However,	 we	 should	 expect	
archaeology	and	history	to	corroborate	the	Bible’s	claims.	So,	who	was	Pharaoh	 in	1446?	
This	 is	 a	 complicated	question.	There	were	 three	 separate	methods	of	dating	 in	Egypt	at	
this	time,	and	none	of	these	give	a	clear	indication	of	a	Pharaoh	who	died	in	the	Red	Sea	in	
the	middle	of	his	reign.	But	the	records	of	this	time	period	are	suspicious.	
	 The	Pharaoh	in	1446	was	a	man	named	Amenhotep	II	who	ruled	from	1450-1425.	
This	does	not	square	with	the	biblical	narrative	until	the	records	are	examined	a	bit	more	
closely.	Amenhotep	 II	was	a	proud,	 strong,	 arrogant	man.	Egyptian	histories	describe	his	
athletic	prowess	and	pompous	attitude.	This	sounds	like	the	man	who	spoke	to	Moses.	But	
then,	mysteriously,	during	his	reign	the	royal	residence	was	abandoned.	No	scholar	has	an	
answer	 for	 why	 this	 would	 have	 happened	 during	 the	 reign	 of	 such	 a	 prosperous	 king.	
Amenhotep’s	next	 activities	were	 several	 raids	 in	Palestine	 and	Syria	where	much	booty	
and	 slaves	 were	 taken	 back	 to	 Egypt.	 This	 time,	 there	 are	 no	 braggadocios	 accounts	 of	
Amenhotep	II,	he	seems	to	be	a	different	man.	This	is	quite	possibly	exactly	what	happened.	
	 In	Egyptian	culture,	the	written	word	was	sacred.	If	something	was	written,	 it	was	
considered	 to	be	 true	 forever,	but	unwritten	history	could	be	 ignored	and	 forgotten.	 It	 is	
entirely	possible	that	if	Amenhotep	II	had	been	killed,	another	ruler	could	have	been	set	up	
as	Pharaoh	with	the	same	name	and	the	histories	altered.	To	further	substantiate	this	fact,	
the	 queen	 mother	 of	 Amenhotep	 II	 was	 systematically	 removed	 from	 monuments	
throughout	Egypt.	Her	 face	was	destroyed	 in	an	attempt	 to	wipe	her	out	 from	history.	 If	
Amenhotep	II	was	indeed	the	Pharaoh	of	Exodus,	then	it	is	likely	that	she	was	the	princess	
who	adopted	Moses.	Pharaoh	would	have	desired	to	strike	her	from	history	as	well.		
	
Conclusion	
	 So	it	seems	that	the	best	date	for	the	Exodus	is	1446	B.C.	We	reach	this	conclusion	
by	relying	on	the	biblical	dates	and	chronologies	themselves,	and	by	recognizing	anomalies	
in	the	histories	of	Egypt	that	allow	for	the	story	laid	out	in	the	Bible.	We	should	be	careful	
not	to	let	our	theories	rewrite	the	text	of	Scripture,	because	the	Bible	is	reliable	not	only	in	
spiritual	matters,	but	historically	as	well.	
	


