
Esther
While in Exile, the Jewish people were at the 

mercy of their kings and rulers, and God’s 
people are never short of enemies. The book of 

Esther tells the story of how God raised up a 
young Jewish girl to be queen. When a plot is 

revealed to destroy the Jewish people once and 
for all, Esther is called upon to stand up for her 
nation and plead for mercy from the king. The 

story of her courage and faith is dramatic, 
intense and even humorous at times. While the 

name of God is never mentioned, the 
providence of the Lord is evident throughout 

the narnrative. In response to prayer and fasting, 
God preserved His chosen people even from the 
threat of annihilation. To this day, the Jews keep 

the Feast of Purim to commemorate their 
deliverance.
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About Esther
Author: Unknown
Date: ca. 450 B.C.
Genre: Narrative History
Purpose: To record the establishment of the Feast of Purim, a day celebrating God’s deliverance  
 of Israel from the hand of Haman by Esther the queen.
Characteristics: A long, detailed narrative, with strong themes of God’s providence and a 
 humorous, ironic undercurrent.

Outline
I. Esther Becomes Queen (1:1-2:18)
 A. Vashti Dethroned (1)
 B. Esther Made Queen (2:1-18)
II. Mordecai, Esther & Haman’s Plot (2:19-7:10)
 A. Mordecai Uncovers Plot (2:19-23)
 B. Haman Plots Against Jews (3)
 C. Esther Decides to Go Before the King (4)
 D. Esther Finds Grace Before the King (5:1-8)
 E. Haman’s Plot Against Mordecai (5:9-14)
 F. Ahaseurus Honors Mordecai (6)
 G. Haman Hanged (7)
III. Victory Celebration (8-10)
 A. Ahaseurus Grants Esther’s Request (8)
 B. Jews Victorious Over Enemies (9:1-17)
 C. Feast of Purim Instituted (9:18-32)
 D. Mordecai Promoted (10)

Questions to Think About
1.) Consider how God worked through and orchestrated all the various events of Esther.  
 What does this book teach you about the sovereign nature of our God?

2.) Esther decided to appear before the king without a summons, which was punishable  
 by death; however, the king extended his golden scepter. How is this account a 
 picture of the mercy the Lord extends to us? 

3.) After Haman’s plot was revealed, Mordecai shares with Esther that she could have  
 been made queen “for such a time as this” to deliver the Jews. Mordecai was aware  
 of that God makes divine appointments. How can we be ready for the Lord’s 
 appointments in our lives?
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Through	the	Bible	–	Esther	
Does	Esther	Belong	In	Our	Bible?	
	
Introduction	
	 The	Church	rightly	places	a	high	emphasis	upon	the	Word	of	God	as	contained	in	the	
Scriptures,	 the	Bible.	 In	doing	so,	we	take	upon	faith	that	we	have	an	accurate	text	and	a	
complete	canon.	There	are	many	good	reasons	to	believe	these	things,	we	need	not	doubt.	
There	are,	however,	numerous	attacks	that	come	against	the	Bible	from	every	quarter.	For	
example,	how	do	we	know	that	we	every	book	of	the	Bible	is	inspired?	Many	people	have	
questioned	 whether	 or	 not	 the	 book	 of	 Esther,	 in	 particular,	 should	 be	 considered	
canonical.	
	
Issues	to	Address	
	 The	debate	about	the	canonicity	of	Esther	has	a	long	history.	Upon	the	discovery	of	
the	 Dead	 Sea	 Scrolls	 at	 Qumran,	 further	 fuel	 was	 thrown	 upon	 that	 fire.	 Archaeologists	
discovered	copies	of	the	entire	Old	Testament	stored	away	–	but	the	book	of	Esther	was	not	
among	them.	It	would	appear,	then,	that	at	least	the	Essene	communities	at	Qumran	did	not	
regard	Esther	as	canonical,	or	at	least	not	worthy	of	preservation.	
	 In	 addition,	 there	 are	 historic	 Jewish	 rabbis	 and	 passages	 in	 the	 Mishnah	 that	
question	 the	 inspired	 status	 of	 Esther.	 Namely,	Megilla7a	references	 an	 old	 rabbi	 by	 the	
name	of	Judah	who	did	not	affirm	Esther’s	canonicity.	So	there	is	some	tradition	behind	this	
as	well.	
	 The	main	problem	is	that	nowhere	in	the	book	of	Esther	is	God	named.	God	does	not	
feature	as	a	character,	nor	is	His	presence	or	work	described.	This	at	the	very	least	makes	
Esther	unique	 and	odd	among	 the	biblical	 texts.	 Song	of	 Solomon	 is	 the	only	other	book	
that	 makes	 no	 mention	 of	 God.	 So	 then,	 how	 can	 we	 say	 that	 a	 book	 that	 makes	 no	
reference	 to	 or	 statements	 about	 God	 can	 be	 included	 in	 the	 Bible?	 Is	 Esther	 merely	
interesting	history?	
	
Addressing	the	Issues	
	 As	with	most	apologetic	issues,	these	are	important	questions	to	ask,	but	there	are	
good	answers	for	all	of	them.	
	 The	absence	of	the	book	of	Esther	among	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls	is	puzzling,	but	it	 is	
ultimately	an	argument	from	silence,	and	so	should	be	taken	with	a	grain	of	salt.	Also,	the	
Essene	community	had	more	than	its	fair	share	of	peculiarities,	so	taking	their	opinion	as	
normative	 is	 tenuous	at	best.	And	while	 there	are	some	rabbis	who	did	not	acknowledge	
Esther	 as	 canonical,	 in	 all	 cases	 it	 was	 regarded	 as	 special	 and	 edifying.	 The	 majority	



opinion	 took	 it	 a	 step	 further	 and	 it	 was	 ultimately	 canonized.	 Josephus	 himself	 made	
reference	to	it	as	part	of	the	canon	and	regarded	its	history	as	reliable.	
	 To	 the	 internal	 issues,	 while	 God	 is	 not	 named	 in	 the	 book,	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 read	 it	
without	 seeing	 His	 presence	 pervading	 it.	 Esther	 and	 Mordecai’s	 lives	 are	 full	 of	
providential	turns	of	events,	leading	to	the	deliverance	of	the	Jewish	people.	The	reader	is	
expected	 to	 realize	 that	 this	 could	not	be	 just	 good	 luck.	Add	 to	 that	 the	 fact	 that	before	
Esther	goes	before	 the	king,	 she	 calls	 all	 of	her	people	 to	 fast	 and	pray.	To	whom	would	
they	have	been	praying?	Obviously	the	Lord,	God	of	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.	
	 And	 the	 feast	 that	 was	 implemented	 afterwards,	 the	 Feast	 of	 Purim,	 is	 a	 time	 of	
worship	 and	 thanks	 to	 God	 for	 delivering	His	 people.	 Esther	 is	 a	wonderful	 story	 of	 the	
chosen	people	of	God	being	miraculously	delivered	from	destruction.	While	it	is	surprising	
that	 God	 is	 not	 named,	 He	 is	 there,	 keeping	 the	 promises	 He	 made	 to	 preserve	 Israel.	
Perhaps	the	book	was	written	to	attract	readers	who	were	not	a	part	of	the	house	of	Judah,	
to	provoke	curiosity	and	wonder	at	this	minority	group	of	people	who	seemed	so	favored	
by	Heaven!	
	
Conclusion	
	 For	thousands	of	years,	the	Scriptures	have	been	steadfast	in	the	Church.	We	do	not	
need	 to	 fear	 that	we	have	 gotten	 it	wrong.	We	 can	 trust	 that	 if	 God	 intended	us	 to	 have	
writings	 to	 guide	 and	 direct	 our	 faith,	 He	 would	 ensure	 that	 they	 were	 brought	 to	 the	
surface	and	recognized	in	the	Church.	God	is	sovereign	enough	to	see	His	plans	through	to	
the	end.	The	witness	of	the	Jewish	tradition,	the	Church	fathers	and	the	internal	testimony	
of	the	Holy	Spirit	all	testify	to	the	veracity	and	canonicity	of	the	book	of	Esther.	
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