
Ecclesiastes
The Preacher expresses in Ecclesiastes the fleeting 
nature of life, and what man should consider while 
navigating his days on earth. Solomon asserts that 

fulfillment in life will not be found in pleasure, wealth, 
or in working for gain; however, one can find true 
abundance in fearing God and living for Him. This 

book contains wisdom from a man who tried to find 
peace and satisfaction through all life and sin had to 

offer. It is now near the end of his life, and throughout 
Ecclesiastes, Solomon expresses from experience the 
vanity of living a life apart from God. Ultimately he 

concludes that true fulfillment in life comes in fearing 
God and keeping His commandments.
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About Ecclesiastes
Author: The Preacher (Solomon)
Date: ca. 940 BC
Genre: Wisdom Literature
Purpose: To show the fleeting nature of life and all that is in life – the good and bad – and to  
 show the unfruitfulness of life apart from living for God.
Characteristics: Long sections of Hebrew poetry dealing with life in pursuit of pleasure and  
 happiness, with exhortations to live life in service and fear of God.

Outline
I. Prologue (1:1-11)
II. All is Vanity (1:12-6:12)
 A. Intellectual Pursuits (1:12-18)
 B. Pleasure, Prestige & Affluence (2)
 C. The Cycle of Life & Death (3)
 D. Life’s Inequalities (4)
 E. Popular Religion & Politics (5:1-9)
 F. Passing Riches (5:10-6:12)
III. Advice for Life Under the Sun (7:1-12:8)
 A. The Good and the Better (7)
 B. Wisdom (8)
 C. Enjoying Life (9)
 D. The Wise and the Foolish (10)
 E. Spreading the Good (11:1-12:8)
IV. Epilogue (12:9-14)

Questions to Think About
1.) Jesus said those who follow the Lord will have life abundant (John 10:10). Where is  
 abundance and fulfillment in life ultimately found? What things do we often   
 turn to for fulfillment instead of the Lord? 

2.) The book of Ecclesiastes urges the reader to live life with an eternal perspective. How  
 ought an appreciation for the fleeting nature of life compel us to live?

3.) Solomon’s final conclusion is that we should fear God and obey His commands. How  
 did he arrive at this conclusion? How can we learn this lesson from his life?

The book of Ecclesiastes is 
called Qoheleth in Hebrew, 

which means “Preacher,” from 
the first verse of the book: 

“The words of the Preacher, 
the son of David, king in 

Jerusalem.”

The Greek title is Ekklesiastes, 
from which we get the English 

title. The word is the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew title.

from Believer’s Bible Commentary by William MacDonald

What is “ Vanity ” according 
to Ecclesiastes?

1.) Everything is Vanity (1:2, 12:8)
 “Nothing lasts forever!”

2.) Pleasure is Vanity (2:1, 10-11)
 “What does it accomplish?”

3.) Work is Vanity (2:17, 4:4)
 “What good is it when you’re dead?”

4.) Death is Vanity (2:15-16, 3:19)
 “Everyone dies, no matter what!”

5.) Life is Vanity (6:12, 11:8)
 “It’s short and hard!”

6.) Inequity is Vanity (2:26, 8:14)
 “Life’s not fair!”

7.) Riches are Vanity (5:10, 6:2)
 “Who gets it when you’re gone?”

8.) Sorrow is Vanity (2:23, 4:1)
 “There’s so much pain!”

9.) Laughter is Vanity (2:2, 7:6)
 “It only lasts a moment!”

10.) Fame is Vanity (4:16, 6:2)
 “Your memory will be forgotten!”

11.) Rashness is Vanity (5:7, 2:13)
 “Foolish mistakes cost so much!”

12.) Youth is Vanity (11:10)
 “Those days don’t last!”

“Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all.” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13)



Through	the	Bible	–	Ecclesiastes	
The	Passing	Pleasure	of	Pleasure	
	
Introduction	
	 If	we	were	to	describe	the	book	of	Ecclesiastes	in	a	single	word,	“melancholy”	would	
certainly	be	a	prime	candidate.	The	crabby	King	Solomon	spends	much	of	the	book	blowing	
holes	in	humanity’s	favorite	pastimes.	With	his	repeated	refrain	of,	“Vanity!”	meaning	
vapor	or	breath,	he	denounces	the	value	of	all	the	things	that	people	think	will	bring	them	
joy	and	satisfaction.	Not	least	of	which	is	pleasure.	Solomon	decries	the	value	of	hedonistic	
pleasure,	and	he	speaks	from	experience:	“Whatever	my	eyes	desired	I	did	not	keep	from	
them.	I	did	not	withhold	my	heart	from	any	pleasure...And	indeed	all	was	vanity	and	
grasping	for	the	wind.	There	was	no	profit	under	the	sun.”	(Ecclesiastes	2:10-11)	In	a	
society	such	as	ours,	that	pursues	pleasure	like	a	bloodhound,	is	this	message	irrelevant?	
How	can	we	be	expected	to	deny	ourselves	pleasure,	when	our	culture	seems	to	define	
itself	by	the	very	attitude	that	Solomon	dismisses	as	vain?	
	
The	Glitter	of	Pleasure	
	 Dr.	Pepper	told	us	to	“Do	What	Feels	Good.”	Nike	calls	us	to	“Just	Do	It.”	“You	
deserve	this!”	whisper	endless	ranks	of	advertising	spokes-models.	The	radio	croons	at	us	
to,	“Come	on,	get	happy!”	or,	“Don’t	worry,	be	happy!”	or,	“Clap	along	if	you	feel	like	
happiness	is	the	truth!”	Some	of	these	messages	might	be	more	innocent	than	others,	but	
they	do	demonstrate	a	wider	principle:	Our	world	is	obsessed	with	feeling	good!	
Hollywood	might	make	it	look	great,	or	even	noble,	but	is	pleasure	really	the	greatest	goal	
of	all?		
	 Pleasure	means	different	things	to	different	people.	One	person	hears	pleasure	and	
thinks	of	sex,	drugs	and	loud	music,	immediately	condemning	anyone	who	would	let	their	
lives	be	driven	by	such	things.	But	Solomon	mentions	other	pleasures	in	his	book	as	well,	
which	can	be	snares	just	as	deadly.	Careers	can	be	as	addictive	as	crack	cocaine.	
Relationships	can	give	a	bigger	rush	than	any	roller	coaster.	Exercise	makes	some	people	as	
happy	as	fast	food	does	others.	Video	games,	money,	sports,	politics,	art;	whatever	your	
occupation	of	choice,	pleasure	calls	to	you.	And	if	we’re	not	careful,	it	can	deceive	us	into	
thinking	that	joy,	meaning	and	value	can	be	found	there.	
	
The	Emptiness	of	Pleasure	
	 With	the	incredible	resources	we	have	in	Western	society,	we	not	only	have	the	
option	to	pursue	happiness,	but	we	have	the	ability	to	achieve	it.	And	in	the	age	of	the	
Internet,	nothing	is	done	halfway.	Innocuous	pleasures	often	take	on	the	traits	of	habit	and	
addiction.	But	like	a	big	bite	of	cotton	candy,	there’s	no	substance.	Have	you	ever	spent	a	



long	time	playing	a	free	game	on	your	cell	phone?	When	you	shook	yourself	out	of	your	
stupor,	were	you	proud	of	yourself,	or	did	you	think,	“How	did	I	manage	to	spent	that	long	
on	that	thing?!”	These	moments	of	clarity	are	bottled	and	preserved	in	the	book	of	
Ecclesiastes.	Solomon	says	it	best,	“The	eye	is	not	satisfied	with	seeing,	nor	the	ear	filled	
with	hearing.”	(Ecclesiastes	1:8)	On	the	other	side	of	a	lot	of	effort,	time	and	money,	there	is	
no	substantive	reward.	
	 Of	course,	it	can	be	easy	to	ignore	those	warnings.	Solomon	certainly	did	for	much	of	
his	life.	It	was	only	when	he	came	to	the	end	and	his	death	became	an	impending	reality	
that	he	began	to	realize	what	a	waste	his	life	had	been.	And	he’s	hardly	the	only	person	to	
sound	such	a	warning.	How	many	celebrities	have	achieved	everything	they	ever	dreamed	
of	only	to	crash	and	burn	in	a	humiliating	spiral?	How	many	rich	men	and	women	die	alone,	
having	alienated	everyone	who	ever	loved	them?	When	Alexander	the	Great	saw	his	great	
empire,	he	wept	because	there	were	no	more	worlds	to	conquer.	
	 We	must	heed	these	warnings,	whether	from	our	own	conscience	or	from	those	who	
have	gone	before	us.	Solomon	had	everything	and	warned	the	world	not	to	waste	their	lives	
pursuing	all	the	things	he	had.	Moses	chose	“to	suffer	affliction	with	the	people	of	God	than	
to	enjoy	the	passing	pleasures	of	sin.”	(Hebrew	11:25)	Have	you	ever	heard	a	testimony	
from	a	brother	or	sister	who	achieved	everything	you	dream	about	only	to	find	it	empty?	
Heed	those	warnings!	It	will	not	be	any	different	for	you.	
	 	
Conclusion	
	 There	is	nothing	inherently	wrong	with	pleasure.	“God	gives	us	richly	all	things	to	
enjoy.”	(1	Timothy	6:17)	“At	[His]	right	hand	are	pleasures	forevermore.”	(Psalm	16:11)	
The	danger	is	to	let	pleasure	become	the	driving	force	of	your	life,	to	the	neglect	of	what	is	
truly	important.	As	Solomon	reminds	us	again	and	again,	life	is	fleeting	and	death	comes	to	
all	equally:	the	rich	and	the	poor,	the	powerful	and	the	downtrodden.		
	 Are	you	living	for	today,	which	will	be	gone	quickly,	or	are	you	redeeming	the	time	
for	your	eternal	future?	Jesus	said,	“Do	not	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	on	earth,	where	
moth	and	rust	destroy	and	where	thieves	break	in	and	steal;	but	lay	up	for	yourselves	
treasures	in	heaven,	where	neither	moth	nor	rust	destroys	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	
in	and	steal.”	(Matthew	6:19-20)	Enjoy	your	life!	But	don’t	let	pleasures	that	last	for	the	
briefest	of	moments	dictate	your	decisions	and	leave	you	empty	in	the	end.	
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