
2 Thessalonians
1 and 2 Thessalonians were most likely written within a 

few short weeks of each other.  Apparently, after the 
Thessalonians had received Paul’s first letter, a fallacious 

letter was written in Paul’s name claiming that the Day of 
the Lord had already come.  The implications of this 

certainly would have been startling to the young 
congregation.  Some took this to mean that they ought to 
quit working so as to more intently wait for the return of 

the Lord.  Paul immediately responds to these false claims 
in order to clear up any confusion regarding the end 

times.  In this letter, Paul presents a timeframe of events 
that must take place before the Day of the Lord.  He also 

gives comfort and instruction to the church as to how they 
ought to conduct themselves while waiting for His return. 
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About 2 Thessalonians
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 50 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To clear up confusion regarding the the Day of the Lord 
 and to encourage the church as they faced persecution.  
Characteristics: 2 Thessalonians is a letter of commendation, comfort, and correction.

Outline

I.  Greeting (1: 1-2)
II.  Coming Judgment and Glory (1: 3-12)
III.  The Day of the Lord, a Future Event (2: 1-12)
IV.  Paul’s Charge to Stand Fast (2: 13-17)
V.  The Believer’s Conflict With Opposition (3: 1-5)
VI.  Warning Against Laziness (3: 6-15)
VII.  Closing (3: 16-17)

Questions to Think About

1.) In chapter one, Paul commends the Thessalonians for bearing up under persecution.   
 How do you respond to trials in your life?  Is it worthy of commendation?

2.) Some of the Thessalonians had bought into the false teaching that the Day of the Lord  
 had already arrived.  It appears that some of the believers even stopped working 
 because they expected the return of Jesus to be imminent.  Instead of becoming lazy,  
 what  effect should the return of the Lord have upon your life?

3.) One of Paul’s final exhortations to the Thessalonians was to “not grow weary in doing  
 good” (3: 13).  Have you ever grown weary while serving the Lord?  What are some  
 ways we can avoid growing weary while doing good?  

The Restrainer
In 2 Thessalonians 2: 6-7 Paul says that there is a restrainer holding back the 

Antichrist until the appointed time.  When the restrainer is “taken out of the way”, the 
Antichrist will come onto the scene.  Much thought and debate has been devoted to who 

or what this restrainer could be.  Some claim that it might be Jewish state, or the 
Roman empire, or even human governments. But are these things really sufficient to 
hold back the Antichrist?  Clearly, the only power that is capable of restraining him is 
none other than the working of the Holy Spirit in the world and through the church.  

Once the church is raptured, the ministry of the Holy Spirit as we know it today will be 
taken away as well.  This doesn’t mean that He will stop working in the world entirely, as 

there will be some who become Christians during the tribulation.  However, the 
restraining, preserving power of the Holy Spirit in the world and through the church 

will no longer be present.  It is only after the current ministry of the Spirit is taken out of 
the way that the man of sin will be revealed.  “Just as Christ was omnipresent in the Old 
Testament, incarnate and present in the world in the Gospels, and returned to Heaven in 
the Acts, so the Holy Spirit, after His period of ministry on the earth in the present age, 

will return to Heaven.”1

Comparing 1 & 2 Thessalonians
Paul describes two major eschatological events in 1 & 2 Thessalonians: The 

Rapture of the church and the Day of the Lord.  Below is a chart comparing the 
two letters. 

1 Thessalonians 2 Thessalonians
1)  Christ returns in the air
2)  Christ comes secretly for the   
 church
3)  Believers escape the time of 
 tribulation 
4) The Rapture happens at an 
 undisclosed time

1)  Christ returns to the earth
2)  Christ comes openly with the   
 church
3)  Unbelievers will experience the 
 tribulation and judgment 
4) The Day of the Lord occurs at   
 the end of the Tribulation 

1Walvoord, John. (1972) The Rapture Question (p. 78).

Adapted from: The Bible Exposition Commentary by Warren Wiersbe



Through	the	Bible	–	2	Thessalonians	
The	Antichrist	by	Tyler	Warner	

Introduction	
	 The	books	of	1	&	2	Thessalonians	were	written	to	comfort	the	young	Christians	who	
believed	that	they	had	missed	the	return	of	the	Lord.	Paul	reminds	them	of	the	teaching	he	
had	already	given	to	them,	and	provides	us	with	some	important	pieces	of	theological	
instruction.	One	in	particular	has	to	do	with	the	“man	of	lawlessness”,	as	Paul	calls	him	
here.	He	writes	that	the	Day	of	the	Lord	will	not	come	until	the	man	of	lawlessness	is	
revealed.	We	learn	from	this	passage	and	others	that	there	will	come	a	single	man,	the	
embodiment	of	all	evil,	who	will	arise	at	the	end	of	days.	His	coming	will	precede	the	final	
return	of	the	Lord.	He	is	known	most	commonly	as	the	Antichrist.	
	
Names	for	the	Antichrist	
	 This	man’s	title	–	the	Antichrist	–	reveals	his	character	and	nature.	It	is	a	
transliteration	of	the	Greek	word	antichristos,	meaning	“against	Christ”	or	“instead	of	
Christ”.	Only	John	uses	this	specific	name	(1	John	2:18-22,	4:3;	2	John	7),	but	he	has	many	
other	names	and	titles	in	Scripture.	We	saw	already	in	2	Thessalonians	that	he	is	called	the	
“man	of	lawlessness”	(2	Thessalonians	2:3)	or	“the	lawless	one”	(2	Thessalonians	2:9).	In	
the	book	of	Revelation	he	is	depicted	as	a	horrific	monster,	called	“the	Beast”	(Revelation	
13:1-9).	Other	titles	include	“the	Assyrian”	(Micah	5:5),	“the	king	of	the	north”	(Daniel	11),	
and,	symbolically,	“the	little	horn”	(Daniel	7:8).	These	names	and	titles	taken	together	paint	
a	picture	of	a	vile,	wicked	man	who	opposes	all	that	Jesus	Christ	stands	for	without	holiness	
and	without	mercy.		
	
Acts	of	the	Antichrist	
	 The	Antichrist	will	certainly	live	up	to	his	name.	The	Bible	prophesies	many	things	
about	him	–	there	are	more	than	100	passages	that	discuss	the	Antichrist	–	and	none	of	
them	are	good.	Once	we	understand	that	all	of	these	passages	refer	to	the	same	person,	we	
begin	to	get	a	picture	of	what	his	acts	and	character	will	be	like.	We	can’t	list	them	all	here,	
but	we	can	synthesize	a	summary	of	who	he	is	and	what	he	will	do.		 	
	 At	the	end	of	time,	there	will	be	a	ruler	who	will	arise	to	lead	a	bloody	world	empire;	
he	will	oppress	Israel,	persecute	believers	and	set	up	idolatrous	worship	of	himself.	We	call	
that	man	the	Antichrist.	Here	are	a	few	important	points	to	know	about	what	the	Bible	
teaches	about	him:1	

 
1 Adapted from The Popular Encyclopedia of Bible Prophecy, ed. Tim LaHaye & Ed Hindson. 



	 1.	He	will	rise	to	power	in	the	last	days.	(Daniel	8:19,	23)	
	 2.	He	will	rule	the	whole	world.	(Revelation	13:7)	
	 3.	His	headquarters	will	be	in	the	evil	city.	(Revelation	17:8-9)	
	 4.	He	will	be	intelligent	and	persuasive.	(Daniel	7:20)	
	 5.	He	will	rule	by	international	consent.	(Revelation	17:12-13)	
	 6.	He	will	rule	by	deception.	(Daniel	8:24-25)	
	 7.	He	will	control	the	global	economy.	(Revelation	13:16-17)	
	 8.	He	will	make	a	peace	treaty	with	Israel.	(Daniel	9:27)	
	 9.	He	will	break	the	treaty	and	invade	Israel.	(Daniel	9:26)	
	 10.	He	will	claim	to	be	God.	(2	Thessalonians	2:4)	

Spirit	of	the	Antichrist	
	 We	will	not	know	who	the	Antichrist	will	be	until	he	is	ultimately	revealed,	so	it	is	
useless	to	speculate	about	his	identity	now.	But	the	Bible	does	warn	us	against	the	“spirit	of	
the	antichrist”,	that	is,	any	idea	or	person	who	embodies	in	a	lesser	form	what	the	
Antichrist	will	be	in	total.	John	teaches	that	anyone	who	does	not	confess	Christ	is	an	
antichrist,	they	possess	the	same	heart	as	the	man	of	lawlessness.	So	while	we	might	not	be	
witnessing	the	rise	of	an	evil	empire	with	the	evil	one	at	its	head,	we	must	be	on	the	look	
out	for	those	who	profess	the	same	things.	Ideologies	or	religions	or	teachers	who	deny	the	
Gospel	are	not	from	God,	but	from	the	devil.	Whether	it	is	a	denial	of	Christ’s	humanity,	His	
deity,	or	His	work	on	the	cross,	we	must	have	nothing	to	do	with	such	people	or	ideas.	It	is	
the	spirit	of	the	antichrist.	

Conclusion	
	 Jesus	said	in	John	5:43,	“I	have	come	in	my	Father’s	name,	and	you	do	not	receive	
me.	If	another	comes	in	his	own	name,	you	will	receive	him.”	The	unfortunate	truth	is	that	
many	–	in	fact,	most	–	will	receive	the	Antichrist	when	he	comes.	He	will	speak	
persuasively,	supported	by	counterfeit	signs	and	miracles	from	the	devil	himself.	It	will	
mean	death	for	any	who	worship	the	true	God.	But	we	do	not	look	for	the	coming	of	the	
Antichrist.	We	look	for	the	coming	of	the	true	Christ	–	Jesus	our	Lord.	The	man	of	
lawlessness	will	not	be	revealed	until	God	ceases	to	restrain	him,	He	is	in	complete	control.	
So	until	that	time	let	us	hold	on	to	the	testimony	of	Jesus	and	never	waver	in	our	faith.	


