
1 Timothy
Most of Paul’s letters were written to churches: Rome, Corinth, 

Philippi, etc. But 1 Timothy is a letter written to a single 
person. Timothy was Paul’s traveling companion and faithful 

helper since he was a young man. This letter was written to him 
after Paul had sent him to oversee the church in Ephesus. This 
was a big step for the young pastor, and Paul wrote to give him 
courage as well as to provide practical instructions for how to 

oversee a church. In this sense the thrust of this letter is 
different from most of the New Testament. Paul teaches 

Timothy about the kind of character a leader ought to have, 
urging him to hold fast to what he has been taught by the 

apostle. Paul gives practical instruction on caring for widows 
and what proper decorum in the church should be. He 

especially warns Timothy against becoming caught up in 
strange doctrines and disputes that do not profit. This letter 

continues to serve as a guide for Church leaders today.
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About 1 Timothy
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 63 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: Paul writes to a young pastor in Timothy, giving 
encouragement, wisdom, and warning about conducting the ministry of the church.
Characteristics: A personal letter containing instructions on pastoral leadership in the church, 
with prayers and practical instruction, and a charge to Timothy to lead the church well.

Outline
I. A Charge to Be Steadfast in Sound Doctrine (1:1-11)
II. Praise to God for His Grace (1:12-17)
III. A Charge to Be Faithful in Ministry (1:18-20)
IV. The Role of Evangelistic Praying (2:1-7)
V. The Role of and Women in the Church (2:8-15)
VI. Qualifications for Church Leadership (3:1-13)
VII. Church, the Keeper of Truth (3:14-16)
VIII. The Danger of Departing (4:1-5)
IX. How to Be a Good Minister (4:6-16 )
X. How to Care for Widows (5:1-16)
XI. Respect Church Leadership  (5:17-25)
XII. Walking in Contentment (6:1-10) 
XIII.  Fight the Good Fight (6:11-19) 
IX.  Closing (6:20-21)

Questions to Think About
1.) In this letter, Paul gives a number of qualifications for people who hold positions of  
 leadership in the church.  Though these qualifications are specific to leadership,  
 many of the principals are good for any believer.  How does your life match up to the  
 lists Paul gives in 1 Timothy 3?

2.) Paul exhorts Timothy in 4:14 to “not neglect the gift that is in you.”  Have you ever  
 considered that our spiritual gifts are something that could be neglected?  What are  
 the ways we can be diligent to not neglect the spiritual gifts the Lord has given to us?

3.)  In 1 Timothy 6: 6, Paul states that “godliness with contentment is great gain.”  How do  
 you remain content with your present situation and circumstances?  

Leadership
Qualifications

Paul gives detailed instruction to 
Timothy about the character of the men 
who are to lead the body of Christ. There 
are two positions that Paul gives specific
qualifications for: the overseer and the 
deacon. Today, we could consider the 
overseers to be pastors and elders, and 
the deacons to be servant leaders in the 
church.  There are similar requirements 

for each, yet there are small 
differences between the 

qualifications for each office.

Overseer
Blameless | The husband of one wife

Temperate | Sober-minded
Of good behavior | Hospitable

Able to teach | Not given to wine
Not violent | Not greedy for money

Gentle | Not Quarrelsome | Not covetous
Rules his house well | Not a novice

A good testimony with those outside

Deacon
Reverent | Not double-tongued | Not 
given to much wine | Not greedy for 

money | Holding the faith with a pure 
conscience | The husband of one wife |
Blameless | Wife not to be a slanderer, 
but must be reverent, temperate, and 

faithful in all things 

Lystra

Paul came to the region of Galatia during his second missionary 
journey.  In the town of Lystra, he met the youthful Timothy.  Some 
believe Timothy may have been as young as fifteen years old upon 
their first meeting.   Despite his age, Timothy was well spoken of 
by the believers in Lystra and the surrounding cities.  Therefore, 
Paul took Timothy under his wing and brought him along on his 
jouneys.  So began one of the most meaningful relationships Paul 
had.  From this point on, Timothy travelled with Paul, helped him 

plant churches and write letters, and would even go to different 
churches ministering in Paul’s stead.  Through their ministry 

together, Timothy became a “son in the faith” to Paul.  

Barry J. Beitzel, Logos Bible Software



Through	the	Bible	–	1	Timothy	
Male	Leadership	in	the	Church	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	
	 The	book	of	1	Timothy	is	Paul’s	handbook	for	ministry.	He	hands	down	principles	and	
truths	that	apply	to	the	Church	throughout	the	world	and	history.	We	need	such	instruction	
because	our	sensibilities	and	cultural	norms	can	infect	our	religion	much	more	than	we	think.	
For	example,	Paul	instructs	that	the	leadership	in	the	Church	should	be	made	up	of	men,	not	
women.	This	runs	against	some	strongly-held	beliefs	and	trends	in	our	world	today.	But	we	
cannot	dismiss	the	Scripture,	especially	when	it	is	not	just	a	single	verse	but	part	of	God’s	
fundamental	plan	of	Creation.	
Old	Testament	Patterns	
	 In	Genesis	1:27	we	read:	“So	God	created	man	in	His	own	image;	in	the	image	of	God	He	
created	him;	male	and	female	He	created	them.”	This	very	simple	verse	tells	us	that	God	
designed	mankind	in	two	distinct	forms:	men	and	women.	From	the	beginning	of	the	world,	
men	and	women	were	different.	God	created	them	at	different	times,	He	gave	them	different	
responsibilities,	they	were	cursed	differently	when	they	sinned,	and	never	is	this	truth	
abrogated	in	the	Bible.	You	must	reject	any	nonsensical	ideas	that	deny	the	reality	of	sex	as	
good	or	even	real	–	God	made	us	that	way.	
	 As	we	read	through	the	Old	Testament,	we	see	consistently	that	men	are	given	the	role	
of	leadership.	The	Patriarchs	lead	their	families	(and	pay	dearly	when	they	abdicate	that	role),	
Moses	leads	the	people	of	Israel	(with	joyful	support	from	his	sister,	Miriam),	and	God	
establishes	a	monarchy	under	His	servant	David.	The	only	significant	exception	to	this	rule	is	
found	in	Judges	4-5,	with	the	story	of	Deborah.	“Now	Deborah,	a	prophetess,	the	wife	of	
Lapidoth,	was	judging	Israel	at	that	time.”	(Judges	4:4)	Many	try	to	make	this	exception	the	
norm,	but	they	miss	the	fact	that	Deborah’s	ministry	as	described	in	Judges	was	to	stir	up	the	
cowardly	male	leadership	of	Israel	to	take	charge	–	the	story	of	Deborah	was	meant	to	shame	
the	men	of	Israel	for	their	failure.	The	Old	Testament	celebrates	the	distinction	not	only	of	
biology,	but	of	role,	between	men	and	women.	
New	Testament	Patterns	
	 And	in	the	New	Testament,	nothing	changes.	While	Jesus’	attitudes	towards	women	
were	revolutionary	at	the	time,	they	were	no	different	than	what	God	had	always	prescribed.	
When	asked	questions	about	marriage,	Jesus	referred	back	to	Creation,	affirming	the	God-given	
distinction	between	men	and	women	(Matthew	19:3-6).	Jesus	only	chose	male	apostles,	and	
altered	no	Old	Testament	teaching	concerning	the	necessity	of	male	leadership.	
	 This	carries	over	to	the	New	Testament’s	teachings	on	marriage.	Paul	told	the	
Ephesians:	“The	husband	is	head	of	the	wife,	as	also	Christ	is	head	of	the	church;	and	He	is	the	
Savior	of	the	body.	Therefore,	just	as	the	church	is	subject	to	Christ,	so	let	the	wives	be	to	their	
own	husbands	in	everything.”	(Ephesians	5:23-24)	This	teaching	–	balanced	of	course	by	the	
husband’s	commandment	to	love	his	wife	–	is	repeated	throughout	the	New	Testament	



(Colossians	3:18,	1	Peter	3:1).	God	has	given	the	role	of	leadership	in	marriage	to	men	–	this	
applies	also	to	the	Church.		
Explicit	New	Testament	Teaching	
	 Paul	teaches	male	leadership	in	the	Church	in	1	Corinthians	14:34-35.	“Let	your	women	
keep	silent	in	the	churches,	for	they	are	not	permitted	to	speak;	but	they	are	to	be	submissive,	
as	the	law	also	says.	And	if	they	want	to	learn	something,	let	them	ask	their	own	husbands	at	
home;	for	it	is	shameful	for	women	to	speak	in	church.”	Taken	with	Paul’s	earlier	instructions	
on	how	women	ought	to	prophesy	in	Church,	we	know	that	this	does	not	mean	absolute	silence	
–	but	silence	as	equivalent	to	submission.	We	refer	to	the	Speaker	of	the	House,	not	implying	
that	no	one	else	speaks,	but	attaching	special	leadership	and	significance	to	that	office.	It	is	the	
same	here.	Women	are	permitted	to	speak,	to	prophesy	in	Church,	but	not	in	any	sense	of	
having	authority	or	leadership	over	men.	
	 And	of	course	this	is	most	explicitly	laid	out	in	1	Timothy	2:11-12.	“Let	a	woman	learn	
in	silence	with	all	submission.	And	I	do	not	permit	a	woman	to	teach	or	to	have	authority	over	a	
man,	but	to	be	in	silence.”	It	doesn’t	get	much	clearer	than	this.	Women	are	not	permitted	to	
exercise	authority	over	men	in	the	Church.	Paul	attaches	this	not	to	personal	preference	or	
cultural	issues,	but	to	the	order	of	Creation	and	the	failure	of	Eve	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.	The	
Church	does	not	seek	to	overturn	God’s	good	plan	but	to	support	it	and	restore	it.	
Objections	
	 Naturally,	there	are	objections	here.	Some	try	to	say	that	Paul	was	making	a	cultural	
concession,	not	a	once-for-all	statement.	But	this	is	never	laid	out	in	Scripture	–	in	fact,	Paul	
points	to	transcendent	matters	of	Creation	to	establish	his	teaching.	Some	point	to	Galatians	
3:28,	“There	is	neither	male	nor	female;	for	you	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus,”	saying	that	Christ	
removes	gender	distinctions.	But	this	verse	refers	to	salvation	only	and	context	does	not	allow	
us	to	press	it	farther.	Still	others	will	try	to	play	word	games	with	the	Greek	text,	but	the	truth	
is	that	this	principle	is	as	clearly	laid	down	in	the	Bible	as	any	other	that	we	would	never	think	
to	question.	So	we	cannot	plead	some	kind	of	special	dispensation	from	the	Spirit	or	use	our	
“gifts”	to	get	around	what	God	has	already	commanded.	
	 Besides,	it	is	not	fair	to	accuse	the	Bible	of	oppressing	women	or	not	allowing	them	to	
serve.	Women	like	Priscilla	and	Lydia	were	instrumental	in	establishing	new	churches	–	
Phoebe	was	entrusted	with	the	delivery	of	the	book	of	Romans.	It	is	a	mistake	to	assume	that	
authority	equals	importance.	Women	are	indispensable	in	the	Church,	from	encouragement	
and	caretaking,	to	teaching	women	and	children,	administration,	evangelism,	and	so	much	
more.	The	Bible	addresses	differences	in	roles	only,	not	differences	of	value	or	importance.	
Conclusion	
	 Either	we	are	obedient	servants	of	God	and	His	word	or	we	are	not.	Either	the	Church	
belongs	to	Christ	or	it	belongs	to	us.	We	cannot	allow	gender-bending,	Feminist	rhetoric	to	
pressure	us	into	adjusting	our	doctrine	or	Church	practice.	As	Paul	said	in	relation	to	the	same	
issue,	“Or	did	the	word	of	God	come	originally	from	you?	Or	was	it	you	only	that	it	reached?”	(1	
Corinthians	14:36)	The	distinctions	between	the	sexes	are	good,	the	roles	given	to	men	and	to	
women	are	good,	and	we	blur	the	lines	at	our	own	peril.		


