
1 Kings
1 Kings begins with the establishment of Solomon’s 
reign over Israel after the death of his father, David. 

The temple of the Lord is built under the rule of 
Solomon, the place where God’s glory would dwell and 
people would come to worship the Lord. Rehoboam 

inherits the kingdom after Solomon’s death, and 
shortly after, the kingdom split in two. Judah and 

Benjamin form the Southern Kingdom of Judah, while 
the other ten tribes form the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. This book records the rule of the kings in both 
kingdoms, whether or not the kings honored God with 

their lives and the consequences thereof. The 
ministries of prophets like Elijah are also recorded as 

they prophesied to the kings.
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About 1 Kings
Author: Unknown
Date: ca. 587 - 539 B.C.
Genre: History
Purpose: To document the rule of Solomon and the building of the temple, and to record   
the lives of the kings of Israel and Judah in the divided kingdom.
Characteristics: Longer stories detailing the building of the temple and short summaries   
of kings’ reigns, including prophetic instruction.

Outline
I. Solomon’s Reign (1-11)
        A. Solomon’s Reign Established (1-4)
        B. The Buildling and Dedication of the Temple (5:1-9:9)
        C. The Wealth of Solomon (9:10-10:29)
       D. Solomon Turns from the Lord (11)
II. The Two Kingdoms (12-16)
       A. The Kingdom Divided (12-14)
 B. Kings of Israel and Judah (15-16)
  1. Kingdom of Israel: Jeroboam-Ahab
  2. Kingdom of Judah: Rehoboam-Asa
III. Elijah and the Other Prophets (17-22)
 A. The Drought (17)
 B. Prophets of Baal Defeated (18)
 C. Elijah Flees to Horeb (19)
 D. Ahab’s Conflicts (20:1-22:40)
 E. Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah (22:41-53)

Questions to Think About
1.) Solomon’s reign started so well, but ended with him turning to idols. How did he get to this place? What lessons  
 can we learn for keeping ourselves pure before the Lord?

2.) Did it surprise you that the northern kingdom of Israel returned to worshiping golden calves? What was Jeroboam’s  
 motivation for re-introducing this?

3.) Elijah stood alone against the wicked regime in Israel. What does his life teach us about honoring God rather than  
 man? What changes can you make to prepare yourself for such a time?

   Kings of 1 and 2 Kings
 

 Israel (North)   Judah (South)
 Solomon (970-931/30)
 Jeroboam (930-909)  Rehoboam(930-913)
      Abijam (913-910)
      Asa (910-869)
 Nadab (909-908)  
 Baasha (908-886)  
 Elah (886-885)  
 Zimri (885)  
 Omri (885-874)  
 Ahab (874-853)  
      Jehoshaphat (872-848)
 Ahaziah (853-852)  
 Jehoram (852-841)  
      Jehoram (848-841)
      Ahaziah (841)
 Jehu (841-814)   Athaliah (841-835)
      Joash (835-796)
 Jehoahaz (814-798)  
 Jehoash (798-782)  
      Amaziah (796-767)
 Jereboam II (793-753)  
      Uzziah (792-740)
 Zechariah (752)  
 Shallum (752)  
 Menahem (752-742)  
      Jotham (750-732)
 Pekahiah (742-740)  
 Pekah (753-732)  
      Ahaz(735-715)
 Hoshea (732-722)  
      Hezekiah (729-686)
      Manasseh (696-642)
      Amon (642-640)
      Josiah (640-609)
      Jehoahaz (609)
      Jehoiakim (609-598)
      Jehoiachin (598)
      Zedekiah (597-587)

1 and 2 Kings were originally one book. The Hebrew 
title is Melachim, translated “Kings.” The book 
catalogues the dynasties of the northern and 

southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah.



Through	the	Bible	–	1	Kings	
The	Sin	of	Jeroboam1	
	
Jeroboam’s	Potential	

In	 the	 latter	 years	 of	 Solomon’s	 life	 he	 turned	 away	 from	 the	ways	 of	 his	 father,	
David,	in	a	life	of	idolatry.	As	a	result	of	his	disobedience,	the	Lord	declared	that	He	would	
give	ten	tribes	to	Solomon’s	servant	Jeroboam	and	leave	only	one	tribe	(in	order	to	honor	
the	covenant	 to	David)	 to	Solomon’s	 son,	Rehoboam.	 Jeroboam	rebelled	against	Solomon	
after	the	repair	of	the	City	of	David	(1	Kings	11:27-29)	and	fled	to	Egypt	because	Solomon	
intended	to	kill	Jeroboam	(1	Kings	11:40).	Jeroboam	came	back	to	Israel	when	Rehoboam	
was	made	 king.	 Shortly	 thereafter,	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 revolted	 against	 King	Rehoboam,	
and	 Jeroboam’s	 rule	was	 established	 over	 the	Northern	Kingdom	of	 Israel,	 the	 Southern	
Kingdom	of	Judah	ruled	by	Rehoboam.	
	 Before	 the	 division	 of	 Israel,	 Jeroboam	 had	 been	 told	 by	 the	 prophet	 Ahijah	 that,	
according	to	the	Lord,	“If	you	heed	all	that	I	command	you,	walk	in	My	ways,	and	do	what	is	
right	in	My	sight,	to	keep	My	statutes	and	My	commandments,	as	My	servant	David	did,	then	I	
will	be	with	you	and	build	for	you	an	enduring	house,	as	I	built	for	David,	and	will	give	Israel	
to	 you”	 (1	 Kings	 11:38).	 God	 would	 forever	 honor	 the	 covenant	 He	 had	 with	 David;	
however,	during	this	period	of	affliction	God	would	bring	upon	the	descendants	of	David,	
the	stage	was	set	for	Jeroboam	to	be	richly	blessed	as	a	good	king	that	walked	in	the	ways	
of	the	Lord	and	led	the	people	of	Israel	in	holiness.	
	
Jeroboam’s	Sin	

Though	 the	 Lord	 promised	 to	 bless	 Jeroboam	 if	 he	 walked	 according	 to	 His	
commandments,	 Jeroboam	 became	 jealous	 for	 the	 peoples’	 loyalty	 to	 himself.	 Jerusalem	
was	contained	in	the	territory	controlled	by	Judah,	and	the	people	of	Israel	would	need	to	
travel	 yearly	 to	 Jerusalem	 to	 offer	 sacrifices.	 “And	 Jeroboam	 said	 in	 his	 heart,	 ‘	 Now	 the	
kingdom	may	 return	 to	 the	 house	 of	 David:	 If	 these	 people	 go	 up	 to	 offer	 sacrifices	 in	 the	
house	 of	 the	 LORD	 at	 Jerusalem,	 then	 the	 heart	 of	 this	 people	 will	 turn	 back	 to	 their	 lord,	
Rehoboam	king	of	 Judah,	and	they	will	kill	me	and	go	back	to	Rehoboam	king	of	 Judah’”	 (1	
Kings	12:26-27).	So,	instead	of	heeding	the	word	of	the	Lord	by	Ahijah,	Jeroboam	sought	to	
retain	power	over	Israel	by	his	own	means.	
	 Jeroboam	 had	 two	 calves	 of	 gold	 made	 and	 forced	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 to	 offer	
sacrifices	and	worship	these	false	gods.	“Therefore,	the	king	asked	advice,	made	two	calves	of	
gold,	and	said	to	the	people,	‘It	is	too	much	for	you	to	go	up	to	Jerusalem.	Here	are	your	gods,	
O	Israel,	which	brought	you	up	from	the	land	of	Egypt!’”	(1	Kings	12:28).	Jeroboam	went	so	
far	as	to	say	that	it	was	not	the	Lord	who	had	delivered	the	people	from	the	hand	of	Egypt;	
																																																								

1 Written by Joel Denney. 



rather,	it	was	these	idols	that	had	delivered	them!	Furthermore,	he	established	a	new	date	
for	Israel	to	sacrifice	and	hold	a	feast,	and	he	set	up	priests	who	were	not	Levites	to	oversee	
the	worship.	All	of	these	actions	were	contrary	to	the	already	established	law	of	the	Lord	(1	
Kings	 12:30-33).	 Jeroboam	 was	 worshipping	 something	 other	 than	 the	 Lord,	 and	 he	
compelled	Israel	to	do	the	same:	“Then	Jeroboam	drove	Israel	from	following	the	LORD,	and	
made	them	commit	a	great	sin”	(2	Kings	17:20-22).	Jeroboam’s	sin	was	idolatry.	
	
Jeroboam’s	Infamous	Legacy	 	

Jeroboam’s	sin	did	not	 last	 for	a	short	period	of	 time.	The	effects	of	his	 idolatrous	
leadership	plagued	Israel	for	many	years.	Several	places	throughout	1	and	2	Kings	refer	to	
the	 ways	 the	 different	 kings	 led	 Israel.	 Most	 of	 the	 accounts	 of	 the	 kings	 leading	 the	
Northern	Kingdom	read	similar	to	what	is	said	of	Omri	in	1	Kings	16:26,	“For	he	walked	in	
all	 the	 ways	 of	 Jeroboam	 the	 son	 of	 Nebat,	 and	 in	 his	 sin	 by	 which	 he	 made	 Israel	 sin,	
provoking	the	LORD	God	of	 Israel	 to	anger	with	their	 idols.”	This	 is	 a	 sobering	 reminder	 of	
both	 the	 severity	 with	 which	 God	 punishes	 the	 idolatrous,	 and	 the	 effects	 of	 sin	 upon	
generations	to	come.	
	

	
An	image	of	a	calf	idol	that	was	common	in	the	Ancient	Near	East.	
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