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1 John
John lived longer than any of the other twelve disciples. By the
time he wrote his three epistles, he was known as the
Elder, and had softened from the Son of Thunder he had been
during his time with Jesus. But that does not mean that he had
grown complacent. In 1 John, he writes against a group of
people who had fallen prey to some unnamed false teaching
that denied the centrality of Christ. John does not mince words.
He spends a lot of time explaining the kinds of things that those
who are born again do not do, referring obviously to these false
brethren. John even calls them antichrists – forerunners of the
coming evil one. But the purpose of the letter was not just to
denounce them, but to affirm the salvation of the faithful. He
draws a clear distinction between the obedient brethren in the
church, demonstrating to them that they are truly saved,
despite what a few theological bullies might say. He commands
them to maintain that distinction – to not love the world or the
things in it, but to walk as unashamed children of God.
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John’s Favorite Topics

About 1 john
Author: John
Date: ca. 85-95 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: John emphasizes the necessity of truth, love, and
obedience. He assures the believers of their eternal life in Christ, who indeed came in the flesh.
Characteristics: A book full of contrasting ideas such as light and darkness, full of
exhortations and encouragements to walk as children of God in obedience and love.

Outline

A. Introduction: the message of eternal life (1:1-4)
B. Foundational principles (1:5-2:11)
1. Principles for fellowship with God (1:5-2:2)
2. Principles for knowing God (2:3-11)
C. Purpose of the letter (2:12-27)
1. Motivations for John to write the letter (2:12-14)
2. Love of the world versus love for God (2:15-17)
3. The antichrists’ denial that Jesus is the Christ (2:18-23)
4. Abiding in God’s Word (2:24-27)
D. God’s righteousness (2:28-4:6)
1. Righteous living and abiding in God (2:28-3:3)
2. Two classes of people: the righteous and the wicked (3:4-9)
3. Two families: children of God versus children of the devil (3:10-15)
4. Love and obedience: an indicator of belonging to Christ (3:16-23)
5. Orthodox confession: an indicator of belonging to Christ (3:24-4:6)
E. God’s love (4:7-5:13)
1. Love: an indicator of a relationship with God (4:7-16)
2. Mature love and assurance of salvation (4:17-19)
3. The relationship between love for God and love for others (4:20-5:5)
4. The Father’s witness of Jesus (5:6-13)
F. Epilogue: prayer and knowledge (5:14-21)
1. Assurance produces confidence and concern in prayer (5:14-17)
2. Proper knowledge (5:18-21)

Outline by Earl D. Radmacher in Nelson’s NKJV Study Bible “The First Epistle of John”.

Uniqueness of John and His Writings
1.) Of the twelve apostles of Jesus, John probably lived the longest. The early church leader Irenaeus says
John lived until at least AD 98 (Haer. 2.22.5; cf. John 21:18-23).
2.) There are many paralells and connections between the Gospel of John and 1 John (e.g., eternal life,
light, belief, Jesus as God’s Son, the Holy Spirit, truth, abiding, new commandment of love).
3.) The term “antichrist” is used only four times in the Bible, all in the letters of John (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3;
2 John 7).
Information quoted from The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook by J. Daniel Hays and J. Scott Duvall

One of the distinct features of John’s writing style was his habit of noting both sides of a conflict. He wrote
to show the difference between real Christianity and anything else. Here are some of his favorite contrasts:

Contrasts

Passages

Light & Darkness
The New Commandment & The Old
Loving the Father & Loving the World
Christ & Antichrist
Truth & Lies
Children of God & Children of the Devil
Eternal Life & Eternal Death
Love & Hatred
True Prophecy & False Prophecy
Love & Fear
Having Life & Not Having Life

Chapter 1:5
Chapter 2:7-5
Chapter 2:15-16
Chapter 2:18
Chapter 2:20-21
Chapter 3:1-10
Chapter 3:14
Chapter 3:15-16
Chapter 4:1-3
Chapter 4:18-19
Chapter 5:11-12
Chart from Tynddale Hanbook of Bible Charts and Maps by Neil S. Wilson and Linda K. Taylor

This map follows the travels
and events of the Apostle John
during the final years of His life.
These events took place after the
conclusion of the book of Acts.

Questions to Think About
1.) John refutes the idea that Christians can claim to be in the light while walking in decided lifestyles of sin.
How ought the believer conduct his or her life in Christ? How are you putting off the things of the world
and pursuing the things of Christ?
2.) One of the main reasons John wrote this letter was to assure the believers that they indeed had the hope of
eternal life in Christ. What things can attempt to undermine that hope in our lives? How do we remain
focused on our eternal hope?
3.) John emphasizes the importance of brothers and sisters in Christ loving God and loving one another. He
goes as far as to say in 3:17, “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts
up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” How are we commanded in Scripture
to show love to one another in Christ?

Through the Bible – 1 John
Propitiation by Daniel Weeks
Introduction
The apostle John said in 1 John 1:9 that “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” This is quite a statement!
He’s not only faithful to forgive us when we confess our sins, but He is also just in doing so.
Meaning that it is right and good for Him to forgive. How can God be justified in letting the
guilty go free? In answer to this question, John goes on to talk about how Jesus is the
propitiation for our sins (John 2:2). Propitiation is not a word that we commonly use
today. However, it is vital to our understanding of the doctrine of salvation. It simply
means to appease or to cover. God is just in His forgiveness because Jesus is the
appeasement for our sins. To fully understand our need for propitiation, we must take a
look at a few attributes of God’s nature: His wrath and His grace and mercy.

The Wrath of God
The wrath of God is not a subject that is easily palatable in many Christian circles
today. Indeed, it seems many in our culture would rather leave heavy topics like this
behind and replace them with a superficial, feel-good Christianity. Yet what the Bible says
about the wrath of God cannot and should not be ignored. It’s clear in both the Old and
New Testament that God does not tolerate sin and will ultimately judge sinners with His
wrath. Take, for instance, what David said in Psalm 7:11, “God is a just judge, and God is
angry with the wicked every day." Or what the apostle Paul said in Romans 1:18, “For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” If it is true that God is a just judge, it makes
perfect sense that His wrath is revealed against ungodliness and unrighteousness. As with
any good judge, He will not let the guilty go unpunished. This poses a serious problem for
mankind, for the Bible also says that all men are inherently sinful. We are, as Paul put it,
“by nature children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3).

The Mercy and Grace of God
At the same time, however, the Bible clearly states that He is a merciful and gracious
God; meaning that He has compassion and sympathy for His creation. Again, both the Old
and New Testament speak of this fact. The Lord says of Himself in Exodus 34:6-7 “The
LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and
truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” In the
New Testament, Paul said in Titus 2:11 that “the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared to all men”

The Propitiation for Our Sins
So, how do these things reconcile? If He is a God of wrath and a God of grace and
mercy, isn’t His very nature paradoxical? And what do these things mean for us as His
creation? How can it be that we who are under His wrath because of sin and disobedience
at the same time receive His grace and mercy? Can one attribute of His nature trump the
other? Can God, because He is gracious, simply lay aside his righteous judgment and wrath
against sinners? If that were the case, He certainly wouldn’t be a just judge. He is both a
God of wrath and a God of mercy, and His attributes are in perfect harmony with one
another.
The greatest example of this harmony was displayed on a Jerusalem hillside nearly
2,000 years ago. Jesus Christ, the only begotten of the Father, suffered and died a brutal
death by crucifixion. But this was no ordinary crucifixion. Isaiah the prophet said that the
Messiah would willingly suffer and die for the sins of others. Isaiah 53:5-6 says that “He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement
for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed… And the LORD has laid on
Him the iniquity of us all.” As Jesus was hanging on the cross, the sin of the world was laid
on his shoulders, and the cup of God’s wrath was poured out upon Him. He took the
punishment sinners rightfully deserve so that God’s wrath could be appeased. This is
propitiation: the appeasement of God’s wrath against sin in the punishment of Jesus on the
cross. This is why John said was able to say in 1 John 2:2 that “He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” In one action,
God demonstrated His tremendous love and compassion for mankind and His righteous
indignation against sin.

Conclusion
God’s nature is not compartmentalized. He doesn’t set aside His wrath so that He
can be merciful. He doesn’t let the guilty go free while forgetting His justice. He is all these
things at all times. This is why He has provided a way for all mankind to be saved; the full
penalty and punishment for sin was paid at the cross of Christ. His wrath has been
appeased. Justice has been paid. Jesus Himself is the propitiation for our sins. And now
any who call upon Him in repentance and confession of sin, He is faithful and just to forgive
them of their sin.

“Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me”
~Before the Throne of God Above by Charitie Lees Smith

