
1 Corinthians
The book of Acts relates the story of Paul’s missionary 

journeys. The epistles take us deeper into the story as we see 
Paul’s written interactions with the churches he planted. His 

first epistle to the church at Corinth covers many subjects and 
contains some strong affirmation as well as stinging rebuke. 

The church was divided, the services were out of control, and 
sexual immorality was beginning to be tolerated. Paul wrote 

to rebuke them. But at the same time, the people were 
zealous, the spiritual gifts were functioning, and they sought 
to maintain what had been handed down to them. Paul wrote 

to strengthen these things while providing guidance about 
how to avoid excess. The letter reminds us that the early 

Church was full of real people, just like today, with strengths 
and weaknesses. 1 Corinthians reminds us to establish what is 

good and correct what is in error in obedience to God.
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About 1 Corinthians
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 55 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To correct imbalances in the Corinthian church and to
 answer questions that the church had for him.
Characteristics: A long letter, with some intense rebuke along with strong exhortation, 
 focusing on love and unity in the body in a variety of aspects.

Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-9)
II. Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21)
III. Disorders in the Church (5-6)
IV. Difficulties in the Church (7:1-16:9)
V. Closing (16:10-24)

Questions to Think About
1.) The city of Corinth was known for its sexual immorality, but Paul still called the 
 Christians to walk in purity. How does this apply to us today?

2.) The Corinthians had divided themselves up by their favorite teachers, but Paul rebuked  
 them for this. Are we prone to sectarianism today?

3.) Paul told the Corinthians to earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.  
 How has the Holy Spirit empowered you to edify the Church?

Corinth was situated on the Corinthian 
Isthmus. In order to avoid the long journey 

around the peninsula, an overland track 
called the diolkos was constructed for ships 
to be pulled overland along rails. This made 

Corinth a prime location for trade in the area.

On Marriage (1 Corinthians 7)
Walk in purity, whether married or not, and serve the Lord

On Meat Offered to Idols (1 Corinthians 8-10)
There is no judgment, but act in deference to your brother’s conscience out of love

On Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12-14)
Earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, but do all things decently and in order

On the Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15)
Christ’s resurrection is the key to salvation, and we will rise with Him

Corinthian Diolkos

Corinth

The Corinthians’ Questions

In Acts 18:12-17, Paul was brought before “the judgment [Bema] seat” of Gallio, the 
proconsul. These are the ruins of that very location in the remains of the Corinthian agora.



Through	the	Bible	–	1	Corinthians	
“When	That	Which	Is	Perfect	Is	Come”	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	

The	book	of	1	Corinthians	gives	extensive	instruction	on	how	the	spiritual	gifts	
should	operate	in	the	church.	However,	many	churches	do	not	allow	the	gifts	of	tongues	or	
prophecy,	among	others	when	they	meet	together.	Such	churches	are	part	of	a	theological	
camp	called	Cessationism.	This	is	the	belief	that	the	miraculous	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	are	
not	meant	for	the	church	today.	One	of	the	most	frequently	cited	passages	to	support	this	
idea	is	1	Corinthians	13:8-10.	“Love	never	fails,	but	whether	there	are	prophecies,	they	will	
fail;	whether	there	are	tongues,	they	will	cease;	whether	there	is	knowledge,	it	will	vanish	
away.	For	we	know	in	part	and	we	prophesy	in	part.	But	when	that	which	is	perfect	has	
come,	then	that	which	is	in	part	will	be	done	away.”	So	the	gifts	of	the	Spirit	will	cease.	But	
when?	“When	that	which	is	perfect	has	come.”	And	what	is	“the	perfect”?	

	
The	Completion	of	the	Canon	

Most	Cessationists	understand	the	“perfect”	to	be	the	completion	of	the	canon	of	
Scripture.	They	define	the	miraculous	gifts,	such	as	tongues,	healing,	etc.	to	be	“Sign	Gifts.”	
This	means	that	the	gifts	were	meant	to	be	exercised	by	the	apostles	to	validate	the	
message	of	the	Gospel.	This	places	high	emphasis	on	1	Corinthians	14:22,	“Therefore	
tongues	are	for	a	sign,	not	to	those	who	believe,	but	to	unbelievers;	but	prophesying	is	not	
for	unbelievers	but	for	those	who	believe.”	When	the	Bible	was	completed,	there	was	no	
longer	a	need	for	the	Sign	Gifts.	Now,	Scripture	testifies	to	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	There	is	
no	more	need	for	miracles.	After	all,	is	it	not	written,	“The	law	of	the	Lord	is	perfect,	
converting	the	soul”	(Psalm	19:7)?	A	modified	version	of	this	view	sees	the	“perfect”	not	as	
the	Bible	per	se,	but	the	maturity	of	the	Church.	The	Cessationist	view	believes	that	the	
miraculous	gifts	ended	with	the	death	of	the	apostles.	

However,	there	are	a	number	of	immediate	problems	with	this	view.	First,	this	view	
was	never	articulated	throughout	Church	history.	This	understanding	of	1	Corinthians	13	
was	first	expressed	in	the	early	20th	Century	in	response	to	the	Azusa	Street	Revival.	Until	
that	time,	the	Church	Fathers	had	held	only	one	interpretation	on	this	passage,	which	we	
will	return	to	in	a	moment.	Secondly,	to	relegate	the	book	of	Acts	and	large	swathes	of	the	
New	Testament	as	normative	only	for	the	apostolic	age	(a	period	of	a	few	decades)	would	
require	indisputable	evidence	to	make	such	a	claim.	Why	would	Paul	instruct	the	
Corinthians	(and	the	Ephesians,	and	the	Romans)	about	something	that	would	only	remain	
relevant	for	another	30	years	at	the	very	most?	And	lastly,	Cessationism	relies	on	Christian	
experience	to	drive	interpretation	of	the	Scripture.	The	gifts	may	have	taken	a	back	seat	
over	the	centuries,	but	the	Bible	should	determine	practice,	not	the	other	way	around.	



The	Return	of	Jesus	Christ	
The	historical	interpretation	is	that	“the	perfect”	refers	to	the	return	of	Jesus	Christ,	

the	consummation	of	salvation.	In	a	word,	the	perfect	is	Heaven.	If	you	look	at	the	passage	
in	1	Corinthians,	Paul’s	description	of	the	“perfect”	can	only	be	this.	He	says	in	verse	12,	
“For	now	we	see	in	a	mirror,	dimly,	but	then	face	to	face.	Now	I	know	in	part,	but	then	I	
shall	know	just	as	I	also	am	known.”	Seeing	God	face	to	face?	Knowing	just	as	we	are	
known?	Is	that	how	we	would	describe	life	now?	Of	course	not.	That	will	only	be	true	at	the	
end	of	all	things.	Interestingly	enough,	the	word	for	“perfect”	(teleion	in	Greek)	can	also	
mean	the	“end.”	This	was	the	only	interpretation	held	throughout	Church	history	until	
Azusa	Street,	in	the	first	years	of	the	1900s.		

Some	try	to	make	grammatical	arguments	against	this	view,	but	they	are	weak.	
Some	point	out	that	the	word	teleion	in	Greek	is	a	neuter	noun.	If	this	is	referring	to	Jesus,	
shouldn’t	it	be	a	masculine	noun?	No.	It	is	not	referring	to	Jesus	as	a	person,	but	to	the	state	
that	will	be	brought	about	at	the	return	of	Jesus.	Abstract	concepts	in	Greek	usually	default	
to	the	neuter	gender.	And	above	all	else,	the	subject	of	canon	is	entirely	foreign	to	the	
context	of	1	Corinthians	13.	Paul	is	speaking	about	Christ’s	return,	not	the	Bible.	When	we	
are	in	Heaven,	we	won’t	need	prophecy	anymore,	because	we’ll	already	know	all	there	is	to	
know!	To	introduce	the	canon	of	Scripture	into	this	passage	is	irresponsible	Bible	study.	
	
Conclusion	

So	what	does	this	mean?	That	the	gifts	of	prophecy,	tongues,	healing	–	the	“Sign	
Gifts,”	to	use	Cessationist	terminology	–	were	meant	to	be	in	use	throughout	all	of	Church	
history,	until	the	Lord	returns.	Which	tells	us	that	we	ought	to	give	place	to	these	things	
and	not	to	forbid	them.	As	Paul	wrote	later	in	1	Corinthians,	“Pursue	love,	and	desire	
spiritual	gifts,	but	especially	that	you	may	prophecy”	(1	Corinthians	14:1).	It	may	be	true	
that	certain	Christian	traditions	are	uncomfortable	with	the	demonstrative	spiritual	gifts,	
and	certain	Charismatic	movements	certainly	need	some	balance	brought	into	their	
practices.	But	we	cannot	venerate	certain	gifts	and	exclude	others.	Paul	specifically	warned	
us	against	that	(1	Corinthians	12:15-21).	And	if	we	truly	believe	that	the	Word	of	God	is	
perfect,	then	we	must	heed	what	it	says:		

	
	“Therefore	brethren,	desire	earnestly	to	prophesy,	and	do	not	forbid	to	speak	with	

tongues.”	(1	Corinthians	14:39)	
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