
1 Chronicles
The Chronicler portrays in this book the grace 
of God upon Israel and the need for holiness. 
It emphasizes God’s faithfulness to the Davidic 
Covenant. Postexilic Israel is reminded of the favor 
of God upon them through genealogies from the 
beginning of creation, and reminded of the need 
to be faithful as God was. The portrayal of David’s 
reign as king serves as a backdrop for the writer’s 
message to Israel of the need to live upright lives 
before God. Lineages are given from Adam to 
Abraham, from the Patriarchs to the Kings’ 
descendants, assuring restored Israel of their 
identity in history as God’s chosen people. 
1 Chronicles focuses especially on the reign of 
David and the preparation to build what would 
be known as Solomon’s Temple. At the end, the
transition is made from David to Solomon as king. 
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About 1 Chronicles
Author: Unknown (Ezra?)
Date: ca. 500 - 430 B.C.
Genre: History
Purpose: To bring remembrance to postexilic Israel that God remained faithful to the Davidic  
 covenant and that they are the chosen people of God.
Characteristics: Genealogies from Adam to the tribes of Israel, the Levites and narratives about  
 the reign of King David and the many blessings of the Lord upon Israel.

Outline
I. Genealogies: Creation to Restoration (1-9)
 A. The Patriarchs (1)
 B. The 12 Sons of Jacob/Israel (2:1-2)
 C. The Family of Judah (2:3-4:23)
 D. The Sons of Simeon (2:24-43)
 E. Reuben, Gad and Manasseh (5)
 F. Levi and Families (6)
 G.The Remaining Tribes (7-9)
II. David’s Reign (10-29)
 A. Death of Saul (10)
 B. Capture of Jerusalem (11-12)
 C. Return of the Ark (13-16)
 D. Dynastic Promise (17)
 E. David’s Conquests (18-20)
 F. The Census (21)
 G. Preparations for the Temple (22)
 H. Organization of the Temple Service (23-26)
 I. Administrative Structures of the Kingdom (27)
 J. David’s Final Preparations (28:1-29:20)
 K. Succession of Solomon; Death of David (29:21-30)

Questions to Think About
1.) How does the theme of God’s faithfulness to Israel in 1 Chronicles encourage us in our relationship to God,
 knowing that even through the exile His love was upon Israel? That though there are times of chastening in our  
 lives, God’s love is not removed even in those times? 

2.) In addition to a historical record, the genealogies served as an encouragement to Israel of who had gone before  
 them as God’s chosen people and that they were real families they had descended from. In our context as 
 believers, how important is it for us to remember those who have gone before us in the faith?

3.) Israel had been chastened through exile because of the idolatry and their turning away from the Lord. What can 
 we learn from the Lord as we, too, at times are chastened by God? How vital is it for us to live in holiness as  
 believers?

1 and 2 Chronicles were 

originally one book. The 

Hebrew title is 

Divrey-Hayyamim, 

translated “The Words/

Chronicles of the Days.” The 

Greek title is Paraleipomenon, 

“Things Which Remain on 

One Side.” The book provides 

a second narrative of the 

dynasties of Israel, focusing 

especially on the reigns of 

David and Solomon

A rendering of the City of David. (generationword.com)
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An image of the Temple and the Temple Mount.



Through	the	Bible	–	1	Chronicles	
The	Importance	of	Genealogies1	

Why	Are	Genealogies	Important?	
In	our	modern	culture—especially	in	America—many	families	have	little	sense	of	

heritage.	We	may	have	some	family	traditions,	but	most	Americans	don’t	even	know	the	

names	of	their	great,	great	grandparents	or	care	where	they	lived,	what	they	did,	etc.	

Modern	genealogy	is	primarily	reserved	for	hobbyists.	But	during	the	time	and	culture	of	

the	Bible,	genealogies	were	a	deeply	integral	part	of	Jewish	society.	Land	was	inherited	

based	on	family	lines,	according	to	the	Law	of	Moses.	Those	who	could	not	prove	their	

ancestry	back	to	Israel	were	considered	outsiders.	

Because	of	this	difference,	modern	readers	usually	skip	right	over	the	genealogies	in	

Scripture.	The	“begats”	may	not	seem	like	fascinating	reading,	but	we	shouldn’t	disregard	

them.	God	had	reasons	for	inspiring	every	part	of	the	Bible—even	the	genealogies.		

Genealogies	in	1	Chronicles	
It	should	interest	us	to	note	that	about	the	first	third	of	1	Chronicles	is	dedicated	to	

the	genealogies	of	the	people	of	Israel:	the	various	tribes,	the	lineage	of	the	Levites,	from	

Adam	to	the	Patriarchs.	God	doesn’t	place	information	into	Scripture	for	no	reason,	so	why	

the	long	lists?	It	lets	us	know	that	these	were	real	people	who	had	real	children	at	a	real	

time	in	a	real	place.	The	Bible	is	not	a	made-up	storybook.	It	is	history.	

	

Beyond	that,	the	Lord	declared	many	times	through	Scripture	that	the	Messiah	

would	come	from	the	line	of	David	(2	Samuel	7:12;	Isaiah	11:1;	John	7:42),	and	further	up	

the	line,	from	Abraham	(Genesis	12:1-3).	1	Chronicles	catalogues	the	line	of	David	up	to	the	

time	of	its	writing,	to	its	present	day.	This	gave	the	Jews	a	chance	to	hold	on	to	the	promise	

of	their	Messiah.	It	reignited	their	hope	after	a	bitter,	70-year	Exile.	And	in	fact,	this	was	the	

sign	people	were	looking	for	in	Jesus’	day	as	they	awaited	the	Christ	(Matthew	12:23).	The	

																																																								
1 Written by Erik Lutz, article from AnswersInGenesis.com, adapted by Joel Denney 



genealogies	in	Chronicles	represent	the	Holy	Spirit’s	work	in	keeping	the	flame	of	the	

Messianic	hope	alive.	

	

The	Genealogy	of	Christ	
Imagine	accurately	tracing	your	ancestry	back	4,000	years.	As	incredible	as	it	

sounds,	the	biblical	lineage	of	Jesus	does	just	that.	His	genealogy	is	recorded	all	the	way	

back	to	the	first	man:	Adam.	This	is	not	an	insignificant	detail;	it	is	a	crucial	fulfillment	of	

prophecy.	Adam’s	sin	brought	judgment	and	death	into	the	world,	but	a	Savior	was	

promised—the	Seed	of	the	woman	who	would	strike	the	head	of	the	serpent	(Genesis	3:15).	

Jesus	Christ	is	the	“Last	Adam”	(1	Corinthians	15:45),	the	promised	Seed	of	the	woman.	Paul	

summarized:	

	

“Therefore,	as	through	one	man’s	offense	judgment	came	to	all	men,	resulting	in	

condemnation,	even	so	through	one	Man’s	righteous	act	the	free	gift	came	to	all	

men,	resulting	in	justification	of	life.”	(Romans	5:18)	

Jesus	is	the	Savior	who	was	promised	throughout	history.	The	genealogies	in	

Matthew	and	Luke	reveal	Him	as	the	descendant	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	Jacob,	and	eventually	

David—men	to	whom	these	prophecies	were	made.	God	promised	Abraham	that	all	nations	

would	be	blessed	through	his	offspring,	ultimately	fulfilled	in	Jesus	Christ	(Galatians	3:7–

9,16).	

Conclusion	
											So,	when	you	encounter	the	genealogies	throughout	Scripture,	don’t	just	skim	over	

them.	Consider	the	weight	and	meaning	behind	the	list	of	names.	They	are	not	just	a	record	

of	births.	God	included	these	genealogies	for	our	edification,	that	we	may	know,	as	Jesus	

said,	“All	things	must	be	fulfilled	which	were	written	in	the	Law	of	Moses	and	the	Prophets	

and	the	Psalms	concerning	Me.’”	(Luke	24:44)	And	because	of	these	genealogies,	we	know	

that	He	was	telling	the	truth.	
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