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DISCIPLE TARGETS

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

In this lesson, your children will...

Big Idea God provides for people’s needs through the skills and talents of His disciples.
Bible Passage Joseph the Manager—Genesis 41:33-57

Lesson Summary
In	 today’s	 Bible	 passage,	 Joseph	 had	 a	 mighty	 task—to	
gather	excess	food	for	seven	years	and	store	it	for	the	years	
of	 famine	 that	were	 predicted	 to	 come.	God	 used	 Joseph	
to	 translate	 Pharaoh’s	 dream	 into	 words	 and	 those	 words	
into	 actions.	 Joseph	 oversaw	 the	 distribution	 of	 the	 grain	
to	Egyptians	and	those	in	other	countries.	This	required	an	
ability	 to	find	people	who	could	communicate	with	 those	
who	were	not	from	Egypt.	In	the	same	way,	David	Brainerd	
learned	the	importance	of	translating	God’s	Word	to	native	
North	American	languages.	In	this	lesson,	children	will	learn	
that	God	can	use	people’s	skills	and	talents	to	bring	His	love	
and	His	Word	to	others.	They	will	be	encouraged	to	look	at	
their	own	skills	and	talents	to	see	how	God	might	be	able	
to	use	them.

Bible Background
Joseph	served	as	a	slave	for	thirteen	years	and	then	as	a	ruler.	
He	married	an	Egyptian	woman	and	ruled	a	land	that	did	
not	honor	God.	Still,	he	kept	his	faith	in	the	one	true	God	
of	his	father,	Jacob.	Although	famines	were	known	in	this	
area,	a	famine	that	covered	all	Egypt	and	Palestine	was	an	
uncommon	occurrence.

The	people	of	the	18th	century	formed	the	United	States	of	
America	with	a	great	desire	for	religious	freedom.	What	the	
forefathers	designed	as	a	place	to	freely	live	out	one’s	life	of	
faith	has	become	an	increasingly	restrictive	country	relative	
to	how	people	are	allowed	to	worship	God.	More	than	ever,	
the	people	of	the	U.S.	and	their	neighbors	need	to	know	the	
Good	News	of	Jesus	Christ.

Teacher Devotional
The	continent	of	North	America	has	gone	through	enormous	
changes	in	a	relatively	short	period	of	time.	You	might	think	
that	 North	 America	 no	 longer	 needs	 missionaries,	 but	 it	
does.	It	needs	them	in	each	country,	and	in	each	city	and	
town.	Decide	 to	 be	God’s	mouthpiece	 to	 your	 neighbors	
today.	Then	go	 in	confidence,	knowing	God	will	fill	your	
mouth	with	His	Word.

Dear God, You have blessed North America with so much, yet 
the needs of the people on this continent are so great! Thank You 
for planting me in a place to share these truths with my kids. 
As You equipped Joseph to feed others physically, equip me to 
feed my students spiritually. Fill me with Your love and help me 
transmit Your love to the hearts of my children. Amen.

•	 Because of Joseph’s hard work, 
Egypt had grain during the fam-
ine. (Genesis 41:53-54)

•	 God wants His provision to go to 
all the nations.  (Genesis 41:57)

•	 Missionary David Brainerd 
reached Native Americans with 
God’s Word.

•	 Respect	for	Joseph’s	trust	in	
God and his ability to organize 
and plan.

•	 Compassion for those on the 
continent of North America 
who have not yet heard the 
Gospel.

•	 Passion like David Brainerd’s 
to reach every person in their 
home country.

•	 Listen to God’s guidance 
when planning ahead.

•	 Pray for the needs and salva-
tion of the people of North 
America.

•	 DiscipleSkill—Review	the	
New Testament structure.
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Remind	 your	 students	 that	 soon	 you	will	 have	 a	game	
to	 review	 all	 they	 have	 learned.	 Review	 the	 Teaching	
Pictures from the lessons and the missionary map on a 
regular basis so that they know where they are in the 
quarter and have an overall vision of missions around 
the world. From your comments, they will learn the logic 
of continuity.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 37-40)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 No additional supplies

Spark Interest
	 •PUPPET	PLANNING:	DiscipleLand	puppets
	 •WHAT	ARE	YOU	SAYING:	none

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 2B.19—Joseph overseeing
 Teaching Picture 2B.20—David Brainerd

Inspire Action
	 •DAVID	BRAINERD:	map	of	the	world
	 •PLANNING	GAME:	plastic	bottle,	bag	or	hat

Opening Prayer
Ask	your	children	to	fold	their	hands	and	bow	their	heads	to	
show	God	respect.	Ask	God	to	give	each	child	an	assurance	
that	he	or	she	is	important	to	Him	and	that	each	has	a	part	
to	play	in	His	perfect	plan.	Ask	also	that	God	would	reveal	
His	plan	to	the	people	of	North	America.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography: The	missionary	biographies	for	this	
quarter	 are	 integral	 to	 the	 lessons—they	 appear	 in	 Inspire 
Action.

Missions Education—The “Heart” Message
To	add	this	component	to	the	lesson,	download	the	teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	God’s	Plan	Prevails
Reference: Proverbs 19:21

Memorization Activity:	 Have	 children	 put	 on	 their	
imaginary	treasure	hunter	accessories	(i.e.,	a	rope	like	Dee’s,	
a	magnifying	lens	like	Cy’s,	and	a	scroll	like	Paul’s)	to	signify	
that	 they	will	 now	 learn	words	 from	God’s	 treasure	map,	
the	Bible.	Before	class,	create	a	cryptogram	of	the	words	of	
the	memory	verse	and	make	multiple	copies	 for	 the	class.	
You	can	also	download	five	different	translation	versions	of	
a	 cryptogram	 at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	 Pass	 out	 the	
cryptograms	and	have	children	race	to	see	who	can	decode	
the	verse	the	fastest.	Pass	out	more	puzzles	and	race	again,	
allowing	 students	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 with	 words	 they	
remember	to	get	an	even	faster	time.	Race	a	third	and	final	
time,	allowing	memory	to	be	part	of	the	game.

The Bible Transforms People Everywhere
Download	the	entire	recitation	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	
For	this	lesson,	teach	children	the	following:

The	Bible	(lower	hands	from	heaven	with	palms	open)
	Calls	to	people	in	North	America.	(turn	to	face	and	point	in	
that	direction)

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Contemporary	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	Drama	skit	and	puppet	script
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	resources
•	Explore Scripture	teacher	notecards

  Make 
Disciples

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements 
into this lesson.
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Puppet Planning (10-15 minutes)
This puppet skit demonstrates the advantages of having a plan. 
Supplies:	two	or	more	DiscipleLand	puppets

Perform	 two	 short	 skits	 with	 two	 or	 more	 DiscipleLand	
puppets.	In	the	first	skit	a	puppet	is	getting	ready	for	school.	
He	 is	 running	 late	 because	 he	 fell	 back	 to	 sleep	 after	 his	
mother	called	him	to	get	up.	He	is	tired	because	he	stayed	
up	 late	 finishing	 homework	 he	 forgot	 to	 do.	 Now	 he	 is	
hopping	around	on	one	foot	because	he	can’t	find	his	other	
shoe.	He	has	to	shove	all	his	books	quickly	into	his	backpack	
and	almost	forgets	the	homework	he	did	late	last	night.	He	
has	to	eat	breakfast	in	the	car.	He	is	frantic	and	upset.

In	 the	 second	 skit	 a	 different	 puppet	 is	 getting	 ready	 for	
church	 the	 night	 before.	 She	 has	 laid	 out	 her	 clothes	 to	
wear	in	the	morning,	and	she	has	finished	all	her	
homework	so	she	can	enjoy	the	next	day.	She	says	
her	prayers	and	climbs	into	bed.	She	is	happy	and	
relaxed.

Talk	 with	 the	 class	 about	 the	 importance	 of	
planning	and	being	organized.	Explain	that	today	
they	 will	 learn	 about	 a	 man	 in	 the	 Bible	 who	
knew	the	importance	of	having	a	plan.

What Are You Saying? (10 minutes)
This game reveals how hard it is to communicate 
without words.  

Have	children	form	pairs.	Tell	them	that	you	are	
going	to	give	them	a	simple	message	to	share	with	
their	partners,	but	they	cannot	speak	or	write	any	
words.	They	may	only	use	hand	signals.	Whisper	
the	message	 into	 the	ear	of	one	partner	of	 each	
group.	 Allow	 kids	 to	 try	 to	 communicate	 for	
thirty	seconds	before	switching	roles.	This	time,	
whisper	a	different	message	to	the	other	partners.	
Choose	 one	 easy	message	 and	 one	 that	 is	 a	 bit	
more	difficult.	Some	 suggestions	 are:	God	 loves	
you;	Jesus	is	God’s	Son;	Jesus	died	for	your	sins;	
or	God	wants	you	in	His	family.

After	both	partners	have	had	a	turn,	discuss	how	
hard	it	is	to	communicate	something	to	someone	
if	you	don’t	use	words.	Explain	that	early	mission-
aries	had	to	do	just	that	in	North	America.	Many	

Native	 American	 tribes	 had	 their	 own	 languages.	 Some	
didn’t	even	have	a	written	language.	Most	had	never	heard	
about	God’s	Word.	Missionaries	had	to	trust	God	to	help	
them	communicate.

Disciple Guide—page 37
Introduce the continent of North America to your students. 
Complete this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark 
Interest activity. 

  Spark 
Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

37
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Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Genesis 41:33-57
How many languages do you know? Let	children	answer.	
Have	them	say	the	words	they	know	that	are	in	a	different	
language.	If	you	know	another	language,	share	some	words	
with	 your	 kids.	 Open	 your	 Bible	 to	 Genesis	 41:33-57. 
Today’s Bible passage has much to do with being able 
to communicate, which is difficult if you don’t know 
someone’s language. When people need help speaking to 
someone in a different language, they ask someone who 
knows both languages to help interpret.

The Old Testament tells about a man named Joseph. Does 
anyone know anything about him?	Let	children	recall	the	
facts	about	Joseph.	He	was	given	a	multi	colored	coat	and	
had	dreams	 that	his	 family	would	bow	down	 to	him.	He	
had	many	brothers	who	sold	him	into	slavery	and	told	his	
father	that	Joseph	had	died.	If	there	is	time,	briefly	
explain	he	was	Potiphar’s	slave,	wrongly	accused,	
put	in	prison,	made	a	prison	leader,	and	eventually	
brought	before	Pharaoh	to	translate	his	dream.

Joseph was now thirty years old. God had told 
Joseph the meaning of a dream He had given 
Pharaoh. Egypt was going to have seven years of 
good crops and then seven years of bad crops. 
When you have that many bad crops in a row, 
it produces a famine.	 According to Pharaoh’s 
dream, this famine would last seven years. 
Imagine being really hungry and not having 
any food, not even at the grocery store. 

God had also told Joseph that Pharaoh should 
assign a wise man to collect the food and store it 
so the people would not starve during the famine. 
And that is how Joseph got his job as second-in-
command over Egypt. He organized things so 
that the extra grain was gathered for each city 
to feed the people during the famine years that 
were to come. He did this for seven years. He had 
so much grain that he couldn’t even count how 
much he had. God had made Joseph one of the 
most important men in Egypt.

After seven years, the famine came—just like 
God had said it would. Egypt and all the lands 
around Egypt could not grow crops, and everyone 
became hungry. Those in Egypt went to Pharaoh, 
and Pharaoh told them to go to Joseph. 

Show	 the	Teaching	 Picture	 2B.19	 of	 Joseph	
giving	out	grain.	That’s when Joseph began 
to open the storehouses. The cities of Egypt 
had plenty of grain to make into bread 
because God blessed them with Joseph’s 
wisdom and planning. Other lands heard 

that there was food to be bought in Egypt. They came 
to Egypt to buy that food. Joseph probably needed to 
find interpreters to communicate with those people from 
other countries. They didn’t speak Egyptian or Hebrew!

God provided food for everyone through Joseph’s careful 
planning. You can use your skills and talents to help 
others, too. What are some ways you can learn to be 
more organized? Encourage	responses.	What other skills 
can you develop that would help other people? Always be 
ready to help when the opportunity comes your way. You 
never know when God is going to put you in charge of a 
way to bring blessings to others.

     Explore 
Scripture

38
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make friends easily
singing
athletic
cooking

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage 
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

Disciple Guide—page 38
Review	the	Bible	story,	and	lead	your	students	in	prayer	for	
the people of North America.

Disciple Guide—page 39
The first half of this page is based on a modern mission-
ary whose story is found in the first Inspire Action activity. 
Complete the HeartBeat, giving children examples of your 
own talents and skills.

David Brainerd (10 minutes)
Show	 the	 Teaching	 Picture	 2B.20	 of	 David	
Brainerd. God provided for Native Americans 
by using a special missionary’s desire to 
serve. Let’s go back in time to the days when 
the United States of America was not yet a 
country, but still only a group of colonies. 

Every day, a young Connecticut farmer named David 
Brainerd couldn’t wait to finish his chores so that he 
could get back to doing what he enjoyed most—reading 
the Bible and praying. He loved the Bible and couldn’t 
wait until the day when he could tell its Good News to 
others. Soon David was offered that chance. 

When David was old enough and educated enough, two 
churches asked him to become their pastor. To those who 

knew David, this seemed like the opportunity he 
had been waiting for. Yet David refused both in-
vitations. By this time, David believed that God 
wanted him to take God’s message to the people 
who had lived in that land for many years. David 
wanted to be a missionary to Native Americans. 
How does a person begin preaching to people 
whose language he doesn’t know?

David asked God to help him reach the people 
he cared about so much. God answered his 
prayers. Whether in the woods or in the camps 
of different tribes, David would preach, and a 
tribe member would translate the words into the 
language of the tribe. When David was finished 
giving his message, many people would believe 
and entrust their lives to Jesus. 

David did not get to preach many years. His life 
ended before his thirtieth birthday because of 
sickness. But during his short life he was able 
to take God’s Word to many Native American 
people in Massachusetts, New York, Penn-
sylvania, and New Jersey (point	 to	 these	 states	
on	 the	map	of	 the	world). After David’s death, 
many people were so touched by his courage 
and commitment that they decided to follow 
David’s example and serve God as missionaries. 
God equipped David Brainerd with His Word 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit to serve the 
Native Americans.

  Inspire 
 Action
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Tape	David	Brainerd’s	name	to	New	England	on	the	world	
map.	Review	the	names	of	each	missionary	already	posted	
on	the	map.

Planning Ahead (10-15 minutes)
This game allows students to think of real examples of planning. 
Supplies:	plastic	bottle,	paper	bag	or	hat

Find	this	and	other	activities	in	the	Additional Activities	file	
at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Closing Prayer
Pass	out	notecards.	Ask	children	to	write	or	draw	a	praise,	
confession,	and	request.	Have	the	children	bow	their	heads	
and	 close	 their	 eyes.	 Say,	 “Thank	 you,	God,”	 and	 anyone	
who	wants	 to	pray	 aloud	may	give	God	 thanks	or	praise.	
Say,	 “I’m	 sorry,”	 and	 kids	may	 confess.	 Say,	 “Please,”	 and	
give	them	time	to	make	requests.

Close	by	praying	that	all	your	children	would	follow	God’s	
plan	 for	 their	 lives.	Pray	 that	God	will	 show	your	 students	
how	He	might	use	them	to	provide	for	others’	needs.

Closing Words
God is reaching North America with His Word. Next 
time, we will travel to South America with the Bible.

DiscipleSkill 
How to Navigate the New Testament
During	 this	 quarter,	 your	 kids	 will	 learn	 about	 the	 New	
Testament.	Each	lesson	is	designed	to	build	upon	the	others,	
so	help	children	“catch	up”	or	review	if	necessary.

In	this	lesson,	students	will	review	the	entire	New		Testament	
structure	one	final	time.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/2B10	for:

XploreMore  Discover more about God’s Word.

SwordWork  Read Psalm 27.

WorldWatch  Discover how the Tatar dress.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Paul meets a special lady.

KeyVerse  Memorize Proverbs 19:21.

HymnNotes  Explore the lyrics of “Jesus Loves Even Me.”

Disciple Guide—
page 40
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

40

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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