
SUPPLIES

DISCIPLE TARGETS

In this lesson, children will...

Know (knowledge)

do (conduct)

FEEL (character)

•	 Jesus healed ten men with leprosy, but only one 
returned to thank Him

•	 Grateful when God or other people come to 
help them

•	 Remember to thank God and others who assist 
them

©2019, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved. Illegal to reproduce.

Lesson Summary
Leprosy is a terrible, contagious disease that causes permanent 
damage to the skin, nerves, limbs, and eyes. Leprosy is now 
primarily confined to tropical Africa and Asia, but in Bible 
times, many people in the Middle East suffered from this 
disease. Having leprosy was miserable, and it often led to 
premature death.

In Jesus’ day, everyone was afraid of contracting leprosy. People 
would avoid those who were suspected of having the disease. 
They wouldn’t touch lepers, visit lepers, or allow lepers to get 
close. People with leprosy were considered “unclean” and were 
outcasts from social activities. In modern times, however, very 
effective medicines are available. Leprosy patients are usually 
not isolated. 

When Jesus came near their village, ten men with leprosy 
stood at a distance and boldly begged Him for mercy. The 
Lord told them to show themselves to the priests. When they 
obeyed, God healed them along the way.

One man, a Samaritan, who had been healed of this terrible 
disease, was filled with gratitude. He ran back to Jesus, yelling 
praises to God. Jesus was pleased to hear him giving glory to 
God. Nine of the ten men, presumably Jews, did not return 
to thank Jesus. They received God’s healing, but they didn’t 
respond with gratitude. They were more concerned about 
themselves than they cared about giving glory to God.

Being thankful and showing gratitude are behaviors that 
every preschooler can learn. Encourage your children to show 
appreciation for the things that others do for them on a daily 
basis. Help them express thanks and praise to God each time 
He does things for them.

Pray for Wisdom
Loving Father, thank You for being the Great Healer. Thank 
You for the wonderful creation that I so enjoy. Thank You for 
hearing and answering my prayers. Thank You for the security 
of knowing that You will never leave or forsake me. Thank 
You for everything. 

Show me ways to teach the children to thank You and to 
show gratitude to the people who help them each day. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

Big Idea One man came back to thank Jesus for curing him.
Bible Passage Jesus Heals Ten Lepers—Luke 17:11–19

Thank You!

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 25-28), Lesson stickers
 Pencils, markers, crayons, puppets (optional)
 Paper, scissors, tape, glue

Welcome & Worship Time
	 •	HELPING IN tHE KItCHEN: plastic dishes,  

dishcloths and towels, tablecloth, table setting 
(plates, cups, eating utensils)

Bible Time
 teaching Picture—thank You!
	 •	SNACK—raisins or pretzels
	 •	FINGER PLAY: none

Disciple Time
 teaching Picture—the Purple Pretzel Party
	 •	tHANK YOu, GOD!: paper plates, glue sticks, 

pictures cut from magazines
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  Welcome & 
Worship 
   Time

Bible 
  Time

Learn By Doing—Helping in the Kitchen
Supplies: plastic dishes, dishcloths and towels, tablecloth, 
table setting (plates, cups, eating utensils)

(For alternate ideas to introduce this lesson, refer to the 
Additional “Learn By Doing” Activities on page 51.)

Encourage the children to help by pretending to wash and 
dry dishes or set the table. Remind them to say “thank 
you” and “you’re welcome” as they help each other.

Sing With Joy
Move the children to worship with a favorite song. Select 
one below or use a preschool songbook or recording.

• Jesus Loves Even Me (traditional)
• Hallelu, Hallelu (traditional)
• His Banner Over Me Is Love (traditional)
• Thank Him, Thank Him (traditional)

Rehearse the Verse
Use the suggested idea below to help your children learn the 
Bible words. The preschool-friendly paraphrases are based on 
the Bible verse. Decide which will work best for your children, 
or use a verse of your choice from the Bible version you prefer.

Lesson Memory Verse: Luke 17:15-16
“Only one of the men whom Jesus had healed said, ‘Thank 
You.’”

Monthly Memory Verse: Luke 19:10
“Jesus came to seek and to save people who need God.”

Quarter Memory Verse: Mark 4:2
“Jesus the great teacher told people many stories. He said, 
‘Listen to Me!’”

Seek God’s Blessing
Talk with God about your time together with the children 
today, about the Bible story, and about any special needs. 

As you pray, use meaningful and simple words from your 
heart. The children will learn to pray by listening to you.

Tell the Truth
Open your Bible to the passage and place it on 
your lap. Show the Teaching Picture—Thank 
You! as you tell or read the story. (The Bible 
story is printed on page 48 and on the back of 
the Teaching Picture.)

The story, Thank You!, is based on Luke 17:11–19. It captures 
the interest and attention of older preschool children. If 
you are teaching younger preschoolers, you may want to 
use the shorter Summary/Review.

Before you tell this story, teach the refrain to your children, “We 
don’t wanna be sick, we just wanna be well!” You may wish to 
have the boys say the first part and the girls say the second part. 
Tell them to say their part with you when you point to them.

Disciple Guide—page 25
Place the appropriate stickers (from the sticker page) on the 
picture as you reinforce the Bible story.

Talk and Snack
Consider serving raisins or pretzels and counting to ten while 
you serve the snack. Count out ten raisins for each child. 
Tell them they can also count their ten fingers. Remind the 
children to say “thank you” when they are served, just as 
the one sick man did when Jesus healed him. 

While you eat, talk about the Bible story. These questions 
will help you get started.

• How many men were sick?
• Did Jesus heal the sick men?
• How many men came back to thank Jesus?

Play and Move
Sing the following words to the tune Ten Little Indians. 
Have the children count along with their fingers. During 
the first verse, walk around the room, pretending to be 
sick; then skip around the room during the second verse.

1st verse:
One little, two little, three sick lepers; four little, five little, 
six sick lepers; seven little, eight little, nine sick lepers; ten 

were healed by Jesus.

2nd verse:
One little, two little, three healed lepers; four little, five 

little, six healed lepers; seven little, eight little, nine healed 
lepers; only one said, “thank you.”

Teacher—Welcome each child warmly. Encourage 
children to bring their offerings to the Lord.

Teacher—Bring your preschoolers to Jesus. Encourage 
them to apply Biblical truths in practical ways.
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Disciple Guide—page 27
Help the children draw a circle around the things in the 
picture that they are thankful for. Allow time to pray so the 
children can say “thank you” to God for these things.

Learn By Doing—Finger Play
(For alternate ideas to reinforce the Bible story, refer to the 
Additional “Learn By Doing” Activities on page 51.)

Act out the following finger play together, using appropri-
ate fingers. As you read the verses, have the children join 
you on the refrains. 

Variation: Use small, disposable, plastic gloves (two per 
child) and a sharp permanent marker to draw faces on each 
finger tip for the sick man. One of the faces can also play 
the part of Jesus. 

There were ten men who were very sick, and they would often 
say, “Oh, we wish we felt better; sometimes we could yell! 

We don’t want to be sick, we just want to be well!”

One day Jesus came to town and the ten sick men ran to  
see Him. “Oh, Jesus, please help us!” they began to yell; 

“We don’t want to be sick, we just want to be well!”

Jesus told them to go see the priest and as they walked there, 
they began to feel better! Nine of the men went happily on 

their way, but one man ran back to Jesus and said,  
“Thank you! Oh, thank you!” he began to yell. 

“You made me get better. You made me get well!”

Jesus wondered where the other nine were, but looked at the 
one and said, “I’m glad you are thankful. Yes, now I can tell! 

You trusted in Me and your faith made you well!”

Pray for People
Ask for prayer requests. As you pray for each personal 
concern, guide the children to remember to be thankful to 
God and to other people for helping them.

ten men were sick with a disease called leprosy. ugly sores 
covered their hands, their toes, their faces, and their noses! 
Because this disease might easily spread to others, the men 
had to stay away from healthy people.

One day, Jesus came to a nearby village. When the ten sick 
men saw Jesus, they became excited! they knew that He 
could heal sick people. they called out, “Jesus, have mercy 
on us! Heal us, Master. We’re desperate for Your help!”

 “Jesus, please help us!” they started to yell,
 “We hate being sick; we want to be well!”

Jesus walked up to the ten men. He saw how sick they were 
and knew they needed God’s help. “Go see your priests,” He 
told them. In those days, it was the priest’s job to decide if 
someone who had been sick with leprosy was healed. 

the ten men with leprosy trusted Jesus. they started 
walking toward the town to find the priest. As they walked, 
the men began to feel better. they looked around at 
each other. No more sores on their hands or their toes. No 
more sores on their faces or their noses. they weren’t sick 
anymore! All their sores were gone. Jesus had healed them!

these men were so amazed and so happy. they had much 
to thank God for! Nine of the men kept walking toward the 
town, but one man turned around. He ran back to tell Jesus 
how grateful he was! When He returned, he fell to his knees:

 “Thank You! Oh, thank You!” he started to yell,
 “You made me get better! Praise God, I am well!”

Jesus looked around. “Where are the nine other men?” He 
asked. “Are you the only one who is thankful?”

then Jesus told the man: 

 “I’m glad you are thankful! Yes, now I can tell,”
 You trusted in Me; your faith made you well!”

“Stand up and go,” Jesus said. “Your faith in God has healed 
you.” 

Thank You!  (Summary/Review)
ten men suffered with a skin disease called leprosy. they had 
to stay away from people who were healthy. 

the men called to Jesus, “Master, please heal us!” 

“Go see the priests,” Jesus answered.

the ten men went to find the priests. As they walked, they 
became well! Jesus had healed them!

One man turned around. the sores on his fingers and toes 
and arms and nose were gone! He ran back to thank Jesus. 
“Praise God!” he said. “thank You for healing me.”

Bible Story—Thank You!
(based on Luke 17:11–19)
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Teacher—This special 
application story com-
plements the Bible story. 
Select either the narrative 
or the puppet script on 
the following page. 

Disciple 
   Time

Dee-Cy-Paul Story 
“The Purple Pretzel Party”
On Monday when Dee and Paul walked 
into their kindergarten class, they had 
no idea what special treat was waiting 
for them!

their teacher, Miss Raymond, was 
standing in front of the classroom smiling. 
On a table was a large purple tablecloth. 
It was covering something lumpy!

“Boys and girls, before you go to the 
gym today, I have a special surprise for 
you!” she said.

“What is it?” cried the children. they smiled 
and giggled and some of the boys were so 
excited they jumped up and down.

“Well, today is the first day of spring 
and I decided we should celebrate. 
Who knows what letter of the alphabet 
we’re learning about this week?” asked 
Miss Raymond.

“P!” shouted the students.

“Right!” said Miss Raymond. “And to 
celebrate I decided we should have a 
party!”

“Hurray!” said the students.

“And not just any party, but a pretzel 
party—”

“Hurray! Hurray!” said the students.

“A purple pretzel party!” said Miss 
Raymond.

“Hurray! Hurray! Hurray!” said the 
students.

Miss Raymond pulled back the purple 
tablecloth and there they were! Large, 
warm pretzels on a cookie sheet. 
Enough for everyone! 

“Wow! How did you make them 
purple?” asked Paul.

“I mixed red and blue food coloring into 
the dough,” said Miss Raymond. “Red 
and blue mixed together makes purple!”

the pretzels were warm, soft, yummy—
and very purple. On the table beside the 
pretzels were bowls of honey and chocolate 
sauce and cinnamon for dipping! 

Everyone had a great time eating the 
pretzels and listening to music about 
the letter “P”. 

After they’d eaten their snack, it was 
time for gym class. All the students 
lined up and followed their gym teacher 
out the door and down the hallway. 
Suddenly, Dee stopped walking.

“Oh, no!” she said.

“What’s wrong, Dee?” asked her gym 
teacher. 

“I have to go back to the room!” said 
Dee.

“Why? Did you forget something?”

Dee nodded. “uh, huh.”

“Okay, but hurry,” said her gym 
teacher.

Dee knew she wasn’t supposed to run 
in the hallway, so she walked—fast. 
When she got back to the room, Miss 
Raymond was cleaning up from their 
little party.

“Why, hello there, Dee…” she said. “Did 
you forget something?”

Dee nodded.

“What is it?” asked Miss Raymond.

“I forgot to say ‘thank you’ for the 
Purple Pretzel Party!” said Dee. “So…
thank you!”

Miss Raymond smiled. “Well, Dee, that’s 
very kind and thoughtful of you,” she 
said, dusting pretzel salt off her fingers. 
“thank you for coming back to tell me 
that.” And then Miss Raymond leaned 
over and gave Dee a gentle hug. “Do 
you know you’re the only student who 
told me ‘thank you’?” she said.

Dee was surprised! “Wasn’t anyone 
else thankful?” she asked. She couldn’t 
understand why the other students 
hadn’t been thankful! It was a super-
yummy party!

“Oh, I’m sure they were thankful,” said 
Miss Raymond. “But you’re the only 
one who actually thanked me.” then 
she patted Dee on the shoulder and 
told her to join the rest of the class in 
the gym. “thank you, Dee,” she said.

And Dee headed to the gym even more 
thankful than before.

Think and Share
After the Dee-Cy-Paul story, talk with 
your children using these or similar 
questions.

• What was the special treat?
• Have you ever eaten a purple 

pretzel?
• Who remembered to thank Miss 

Raymond?
• Do you always remember to say 

“thank you?”

Review the Bible Story
Read the Bible Story Summary/Review 
or creatively revisit the Bible story 
with drama, flannelgraph, or one of 
your own ideas.

Learn By Doing— 
Thank You, God!
Supplies: paper plates, glue sticks, 
pictures cut from magazines, scissors

(For alternate ideas to reinforce the Bible 
story, refer to the Additional “Learn By 
Doing” Activities on page 51.)

See activity description on page 51.

As children work on this activity, let 
them know what you, the teacher, are 
thankful for.

Pray for Life-Change
Remember to tell God and others 
“thank you” for helping each child 
every day.

©2009, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
The words in italics are notes for you and 
your puppeteers; they are not to be read 
aloud.

You’ll need a few large pretzels painted 
purple, a purple cloth, and a cookie 
sheet.

INTRODUCTION
Dee: Hey, Cy! Why weren’t you at school 
on Friday?

Cy: I wasn’t feeling very well, Dee. I was 
sick at home.

Dee: Oh, I’m sorry to hear that.

Cy: Well, I’m feeling better today.

Dee: Really?

Cy: Yeah. 

Dee: Did you thank God for that yet?

Cy: Huh?

Dee: thank God, you know!

Cy: Hmm. I guess not. I must have 
forgotten.

Dee: Well, that reminds me of 
something that happened at school on 
Friday when you were sick at home!

Cy: Really? What’s that?

Dee: As soon as Paul gets here you’ll 
find out!

SCRIPT
[Enter Paul carrying a cookie sheet with a 
purple cloth covering it.]

Cy: Hey! What’s under the cloth, Paul?

Paul: A surprise! the same surprise we 
had in class on Friday!

Cy: [getting excited] What was it?

Paul: On Friday when we walked into 
class, Miss Raymond told us she had a 
surprise for us!

Cy: What was it? What was it? What was 
it?!

Dee: Well, do you know what letter 
of the alphabet we learned about last 
week?

Dee: [nodding] She did! She said it was 
very kind and thoughtful of me and 
then she said something I could hardly 
believe!

Cy: What’s that?

Dee: She told me I was the only student 
who had told her “thank you”!

Cy: [to Paul] You forgot?

Paul: [nodding] uh, huh. I was thankful, 
I just didn’t actually tell her. 

Dee: then I headed to gym class and 
was even more thankful because Miss 
Raymond had thanked me!

Cy: Wow! I don’t know what to say 
after a story like that except maybe…
thanks for the pretzels, Paul. May I have 
another one?

[Curtain.]

APPLICATION
Paul: Next time I’ll have to remember 
to thank my teacher when she does 
something nice!

Cy: And I’ll remember to thank God 
when He helps me get better!

Dee: Yeah, we have a lot to be thankful 
for every day! It’s good to remember to 
say “thank you” to God and to others.

Cy: You know, lots of times we’re 
thankful to God, but we forget to say 
so!

Paul: I wonder if the kids can think of 
anything they are thankful for today?

Dee: Boys and girls, think of two 
things you can thank God for and let’s 
give Him thanks right now with your 
leaders! Bye!

Paul: See you next time!

[Curtain.]

Cy: the letter “P”!

Paul: Right! And to celebrate, Miss 
Raymond decided we should have a 
party!

Cy: Hurray!

Dee: And not just any party, but a 
pretzel party—

Cy: Hurray! Hurray!

Paul: [pulling back the sheet and 
revealing the purple pretzels] —A purple 
pretzel party!

Cy: Hurray! Hurray! Hurray! Wow! How 
did Miss Raymond make them purple?

Dee: She mixed red and blue food 
coloring in the dough. Red and blue 
mixed together makes purple!

Cy: Wow! they look warm and soft.

Dee: they are!

Cy: And yummy.

Paul: they are!

Cy: And purple! 

Dee: they are!

[Cy begins to eat one of the pretzels while 
Paul explains about the party.]

Paul: Well, anyway, after we’d eaten 
our snack, it was time for gym class. 
So we all lined up and followed the 
gym teacher out the door and down 
the hallway. Suddenly, Dee stopped 
walking.

Dee: “Oh, no!” I said.

Cy: What was wrong?

Dee: I’d forgotten something! I hurried 
back to the room where Miss Raymond 
was busy cleaning up after our party. 

Cy: But what did you forget?

Dee: Well, that’s what Miss Raymond 
asked me.

Cy: And what did you say?

Dee: I said…I forgot to say ‘thank you’ 
for the Purple Pretzel Party! So…thank 
you, Miss Raymond!

Cy: Wow! I bet she smiled then!

(Permission granted to photocopy this page for additional puppeteers.)

Dee-Cy-Paul Puppet Script “The Purple Pretzel Party”
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See Learning Centers on pages 86-87 
for ideas that can be used as additional 
“Learn By Doing” activities.

   Additional 
Learn By Doing 
      Activities

All three sections in this lesson include 
a suggested Learn By Doing activity. 
However, you may want to substitute 
one or more of the activities below to 
capture the specific interests and needs 
of your children.

Select activities based on the ages of 
your children, their learning style pref-
erences, and their developmental needs. 

Coloring Page
Provide copies of the reproducible 
Bible story picture for this lesson (#7) 
for children to color. (See page 94 of 
this Teacher Guide.)

Thank You, God!
(suggested Disciple Time activity)

Supplies: paper plates, glue sticks, 
pictures cut from magazines, scissors

Before class, cut out pictures from 
magazines that show what children 
might be thankful for (food, house, 
family, pets, clothes, toys, flowers, 
sunshine, etc.)  Around the edge of 
each paper plate, write the words, 
“Thank You, God for...” 

Give each child a paper plate and let 
them glue on pictures of things they 
are thankful for. 

Variation: Stickers may be used instead 
of magazine pictures.

Rhythm Game
(for older preschoolers)

Have the children sit in a circle, on 
chairs or cross-legged on the floor. 
Show them first, how to play this 
game. First, pat your knees twice 
while saying, “Thank You”. Next, clap 
your hands twice while saying, “for 
the” or “for my”. Lastly, snap fingers 
twice while saying something you 
are thankful for. Practice the rhythm 
slowly with the children until they 
catch on. Then, as everyone is doing 
the rhythm together, have each child 
say what they are thankful for when 
they snap their fingers. Do not be 
concerned if the children don’t get the 
rhythm exactly right. The important 
thing is that they are given the chance 
to say what they’re thankful for.

Thank You Cards
Supplies: construction paper, crayons 
or markers

Before class, fold each paper in half 
and write on the front cover, “Thank 
You, God” and on the second page, 
write, “for...” 

Give each child a card and ask them 
to color what they are thankful for on 
the third page. While the children are 
coloring, go around and ask what they 
are thankful for. Write their answer on 
the second page after the word, “for.” 
Remind them that when someone does 
something nice, it is good to give them 
a thank you card. The card they are 
making is to say “thank You” to God.

Laundry Basket
Supplies: laundry basket, hand 
towels, matching socks, pillowcases, 
washcloths 

Let the children help you fold laundry. 
Show them how to neatly fold each 
item and put it in the laundry basket. 
They will have fun matching and 
folding the socks. Be sure to thank 
them for helping you. Let them know 
how helpful they can be by folding the 
laundry at their homes.

Thank You Roll
(for younger preschoolers)

Supplies: a large rubber ball

Have the children sit on the floor in 
a circle. Roll the ball to one another. 
The person receiving the ball should 
say “thank you” to the one that rolled 
it to them, and say his or her name. 
Keep rolling the ball until everyone 
has had a chance to say “thank you” 
to someone.

Action Song
Sing and do actions to the tune The 
Mulberry Bush.

This is the way we wash the dishes,
Wash the dishes, wash the dishes.

This is the way we wash the dishes,
And Mommy says, “I thank you.”

Other verses to use: set the table..., fold 
the clothes..., clean the windows..., 
sweep the floor....
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