
Big Idea The Holy Spirit inspires messengers to speak to all who will listen.

DISCIPLE TARGETS

K
N
O
W

F
E
E
L

D
O

In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

Lesson Summary
How quickly people change! Paul’s first recorded sermon 
generated great interest among Jewish leaders in Pisidian 
Antioch. One week later, these same potential converts 
turned totally against Paul and his message.

Paul and Barnabas responded boldly. If the Jews weren’t in-
terested in eternal life, they would turn their attention to 
the Gentiles. As more Gentiles believed, the Jews incited 
prominent men and women of the city against Paul and 
Barnabas, forcing them to leave the city. Shaking the dust 
from their sandals, they made their protest public.

This lesson will confront your children with the sad truth 
that not everyone who hears the Gospel accepts it. But they 
will see there is joy in sharing Jesus’ love and forgiveness, 
with special rejoicing when others do accept His message.

Bible Background
In Paul’s day, two cities were known as Antioch. Syrian 
Antioch was a large city, the home of the vibrant church 
which sent Paul and Barnabas abroad. Over 300 miles to 
the west (in modern-day Turkey) was the region of Pisidia, 
containing a smaller city also called Antioch. Like all the 
cities Paul and Barnabas visited on their first missionary 
journey, Pisidian Antioch was under Roman rule, saturated 
with Greek culture and seasoned with Judaism. Paul and 

Barnabas’ strategy took them to the Jewish synagogue 
where their message could amplify the Scriptures that were 
already drawing the interest of some Gentiles.

When Paul and Barnabas left the city, they made a strong, 
rebuking statement by shaking the dust from their sandals. 
The Jews of Paul’s day were scrupulous not to bring Gentile 
dust back into Israel. Paul and Barnabas’ act communicated 
that they considered the Jews at Antioch no better than 
pagans who rejected God.

Teacher Devotional
How sad that the same message that brought joy to one 
group of people caused jealousy in others. Paul couldn’t 
please everyone. Sometimes a message is “watered down” 
or changed to be more “acceptable.” Be thankful that Paul 
didn’t compromise the Gospel message to make everyone 
happy. Ask God to help you speak boldly and avoid “people 
pleasing” that results in compromise as a Christian. 

Father, I submit myself to You and ask You to create a boldness 
in me to speak Your words of truth—not worrying about what 
people will think of me. Let the children be receptive to hear 
from You. Remove any jealousy that resides in their hearts. 
Help us all rejoice in what You have done for us. Amen.

•	 Jesus’ resurrection is supreme 
evidence that He is Lord over all. 
(Acts 13:30-37)

•	 Christians who share the Gospel 
will not always be well-received. 
(Acts 13:45)

•	 There is joy in obediently shar-
ing Jesus with others.   
(Acts 13:52)

•	 Determined to do and say what 
is right even when people don’t 
like it.

•	 Heavy-hearted as they consider 
how many people don’t yet 
know Jesus personally.

•	 Pray for hearts to be receptive 
to the Gospel message.

•	 Acknowledge their message 
may not always be accepted. 

•	 Identify good ways to respond 
to rejection.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Be Prepared to 
Share—Ready themselves to 
share	the	Good	News.

Acts 13:13-52
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Opening Prayer
Thank the Lord for each child in your class today and ask 
Him to be with anyone absent. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
you as you teach. Pray that interactions in the classroom 
would be full of joy and absent of jealousy.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 7 of 12—Bernard Mizeki—1896, 
Zimbabwe  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Bernard Mizeki trudges home from another day of 
work. Life is not easy for a twelve-year-old boy living 
and working in the African slums. At the end of every 
exhausting day, Mizeki attends an Anglican night school 
where he learns about Jesus. As a teenager, Mizeki gives 
his life to the Lord. He discovers that God has given 
him a special ability to learn languages. Mizeki learns 
English, French, Dutch, and eight African languages! 
Originally from Mozambique, Mizeki is sent as a mis-
sionary to another African country—Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). Once there, he begins to translate the Bible 
into the heart-language of the Shona, a tribal people.

Mizeki understands African culture. He also knows that 
well-meaning missionaries from America and Europe often 
bring Africans more that just the Gospel. Sometimes they 
bring their own Western culture—like church steeples, 
suits, and ties—and call these cultural things “Christian.” 
As an African missionary, Mizeki is a pioneer in incorpo-
rating the local culture into the Christian faith. However, 
some local people misunderstand his motives, accuse 
Mizeki of working for the European colonists, threaten-
ing his life. After being warned to leave the area, Mizeki 
explains that he serves no one but Christ and boldly 
refuses to abandon the body of believers.

A short while later during a tribal uprising, Mizeki is 
speared to death outside his hut. Although Mizeki’s 
earthly life is over, because of his faithful witness, many 
Shona people come to believe in Jesus and find eternal 
life in Him.

Missions Education—The Dream Team
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher 
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic: Gentiles Rejoice
Reference: Acts 13:47
Memorization Activity: Give each child a memory verse 
card to study. Students will need to memorize the words 
and even the spelling and punctuation. Divide the kids into 
two groups and line them up beside the board. Give each 
group a dry erase marker and signal the first child in each 
group to write the first word of the verse. After the word is 
written, he or she hands the marker to the next child to write 
the next word, and so on. Any child who sees a mistake may 
fix the mistake on his or her turn. The first group to have 
a perfect memory verse on the board wins. Time the teams 
and see if both groups can beat their first time.

Bonus Resources
Access free downloads for this lesson at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Children can become jealous very easily. At the very root 
of jealousy is a fear of not being loved or that someone 
else is loved more. You can help alleviate jealousy by 
ensuring that you are interacting with each child. Call 
each child by name, touch in encouraging ways, and 
smile in encouragement as you talk with the child. Build 
a sense of joy towards each other as the relationships 
between students grow.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 25-28)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
	 None

Spark Interest
	 •DIFFERENT	EFFECTS:	stick	of	butter	(or		 	 	

margarine), bowl, lump of soft clay, lamp
	 •BELIEVE	IT	OR	NOT:	no	additional	supplies

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 4B.13—Paul and Barnabas
 Teaching Picture 4B.14—Leaving Antioch

Inspire Action
	 •PRAY	FOR	THE	LOST:	none
	 •JOYFUL	BADGE:	craft	foam,	safety	pins

Teacher—decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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Acts 13:13-52
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the hOly spirit sent Out 
Paul and Barnabas as missionaries. They 
headed off to a new city on their missionary 
journey to take the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth.

After GreAt suCCess On their 
first stop, they were filled with high hopes 
for what might happen in Pisidian Antioch. 
What do you think they expected?

?
in pAul’s messAGe tO the peOple 
in Pisidian Antioch, he referred to the 
supreme evidence that Jesus is Israel’s 
Messiah and Lord over all. 

What is this evidence? 
How many times does Paul refer to 
it in his message (Acts 13:30-37)?

Why is this so important?

Preaching: Paul speaks in the Pisidian synagogue.
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more success

Jesus was raised 
from the dead

4 times

answers will vary

Different Effects (10 minutes)
This object lesson shows two different reactions to the same 
effect. Supplies: stick of butter (or margarine), bowl, lump 
of soft clay, lamp

Unwrap the butter and put it in the bowl. Pass around the 
soft clay and let everyone feel it. Set both under the lamp 
and turn on the lamp. The sun affects different things in 
different ways. This light represents the sun. How will 
the sun affect each item? (Butter will soften and melt, clay 
will harden.) The sun reminds me of the “Light of the 
World”—Jesus. The light of His life shines in our hearts 
and affects us. Each person is affected, but we don’t all 
choose to be affected the same way. When we hear the 
light of truth about salvation, we can let our hearts be 
softened and accept it, or we can harden our 
hearts and reject it. Show the class the melting 
butter and the hardening clay. Leave these under 
the lamp. You will use them again if you choose 
the “Pray for the Lost” activity during Inspire 
Action. Paul and Barnabas preached in a new 
city. Let’s find out how the people responded 
to the Gospel message.

Believe It or Not (10 minutes)
This guessing game introduces the idea of accepting or 
rejecting certain statements. Supplies: notecards

In this game, players write something on a 
notecard that is hard to believe about them-
selves. They may write something true or make 
something up that is false. The statements should 
be hard to believe. Example: “When I was seven, 
I was kissed by a butterfly.” They should not put 
their names on the cards.

Collect all cards and place them face down in a 
pile on a table. The first player starts by drawing 
the top card and giving it to another person of his  
or her choice. The person receiving the card must 
read it aloud and say: 1) Who he or she thinks 
wrote it. 2) If he or she believes it or not. After 
every turn, ask the recipient of the card: “Who 
was it that you believed (or didn’t believe)?”

Explain that the person being believed or rejected is not 
the person handing out the card. It is the person who wrote 
the card that is being believed or rejected. The one who 
handed him or her the card is only delivering a message. 
Let players have some laughs and get to know each other a 
little better—there is no need to keep score.

Disciple Guide—page 25
Talk about expectations and how people deal with disap-
pointments to those expectations. Complete this page at the 
beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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Read Acts 13:44-52. Number these six statements to put 
them in the order they occurred after Paul’s message.

..........................John Mark deserts companions?..........................Encore presentation asked of Paul....................................Jews persecute missionaries in Pisidian Antioch.......................Stay tuned for more.........

The Word of God spread through the 
region, and many Gentiles believed.

Paul and Barnabas shook the dust from their feet to protest how poorly the Jews received them and their message.

Nearly the entire city came to hear Paul preach.

The Jews were jealous when they saw the crowds.

Paul told the Jews that since they rejected the 
Gospel, he would preach to the Gentiles.

Paul and Barnabas were expelled from the region.
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Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Acts 13:13-52
Before class, make signs for volunteer actors to hold or hang 
around their necks: Moses, Samuel, King Saul, King David, 
John the Baptist, and Pontius Pilate.

Today we’ll follow Paul and Barnabas as they travel on 
to a new place to preach the Good News. Listen carefully 
to find out how the message the missionaries brought 
affected the people. Read Acts 13:13-15. Have the children 
locate Paphos, the port city of Perga (southern Turkey), 
and Pisidian Antioch on a Bible map. How do you think 
Paul and Barnabas felt about John Mark leaving them? 
Encourage responses. Why did they go to the synagogue? 
(It was the Sabbath, and they wanted to preach the Gospel.) 
What kind of message did the Jewish leaders ask for? 
(They wanted an encouraging message.) Has 
there been a time when you really needed some 
encouragement? Tell us about it. Give the class 
an opportunity to share. 

Choose six students to portray roles from Paul’s 
sermon. Line them up and ask them to perform the 
following actions when their roles are mentioned: 
Moses (verse 17, walk in place); Samuel (verse 20, 
hand to mouth as if speaking); King Saul (verse 
21, arms crossed across chest and looking proud); 
King David (verse 22, hand over heart); John 
the Baptist (verse 24, wagging finger with Bible 
in the other hand); and Pontius Pilate (verse 28, 
pounding fist on hand). As you read the passage, 

point to each volunteer to make his 
or her special motion. 

After reading Acts 13:16-41, thank 
your actors and let them take a bow. 
Show the Teaching Picture 4B.13 of 
Paul and Barnabas preaching. What 

two groups of people heard Paul’s message? (Jews 
and Gentiles.) Why do you think Paul reviewed 
Jewish history in his message? (He wanted 
Gentiles to be aware of it and to remind the Jews of 
God’s power and involvement in their history.) Do 
you think the people were encouraged by Paul’s 
preaching? Let the students speculate.

Read Acts 13:42-43. How did the people respond 
to Paul’s message? (They invited them back the 
next Sabbath. Many talked with them.)

Choose a volunteer to read Acts 13:44-45. What do you 
suppose happened to change the Jews’ attitudes? (They 
were jealous of the crowds who came to hear.) If a famous 
pastor came to our town and preached at the (name a local 
auditorium or stadium), and thousands came to it, do you 
think the local pastors should be jealous? Why or why not? 
Let the children answer. These Jews missed the message 
of eternal life because of their attitudes. The jealousy in 
their hearts prevented them from being softened to the 
Gospel. Soon their hearts became so hard that they tried 
to prevent others from receiving eternal life.

Continue reading Acts 13:46-49. What was God’s purpose 
for Paul’s life? (To be a light for the Gentiles and to spread 
the salvation message.) How did the Jews’ rejection help 
Paul accomplish God’s plan? (Paul decided to preach 
primarily to Gentiles from that point onward.) Have you 
ever talked to someone about Jesus who didn’t accept 
your message? Did you feel rejected? Allow children to 
share any experiences. 

Ask for a volunteer to read Acts 13:50-52. What does it 
mean to be “expelled” from a region? (The Jews made them 

     Explore 
Scripture
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Write down what filled each of these people’s hearts after they heard Paul’s message.

The Holy Spirit inspires messengers to speak to all who will listen. 
Paul and Barnabas spoke the message of Jesus, but some rejected it. 
You may find rejection as you tell the Good News to people.

What do you want to tell people about Jesus?

What will you do if they accept God’s message?

What will you do if they reject God’s message?

Jew Gentile

..........................John Mark deserts companions?..........................Encore presentation asked of Paul....................................Jews persecute missionaries in Pisidian Antioch.......................Stay tuned for more.........
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answers will vary

jealousy joy

leave and not come back.) Show the Teaching 
Picture 4B.14 of Paul and Barnabas leaving. 
What was Paul and Barnabas’ reaction to 
being rejected? (They shook the dust from 
their sandals and went to Iconium.) Bible-
times people walked everywhere, and their 
feet became very dusty. Jesus told His disciples to shake 
the dust off their sandals if they or their message was 
rejected by a city. How did Paul and Barnabas respond 
to their treatment? (They were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit.) How could they be rejected and still feel 
joy? Encourage responses.

Paul and Barnabas could leave joyously because they 
had obeyed God and shared the truth about Jesus with 
the people in Antioch. God brings joy when we share the 
message of Jesus’ forgiveness with others, regardless of 
how people respond. Pray for the Lost (10 minutes)

This large-group discussion motivates kids to pray for people to 
accept the Good News. 

Hold up the melted butter and hardened clay from the 
“Different Effects” activity. If you did not choose 
this activity, briefly explain how the heat of light 
would affect both of these items. Which rep-
resents the hearts of the Jews? (Clay.) Which 
represents the hearts of the Gentiles? (Butter.) 
Why would anyone reject God’s Word? Possible 
answers: some don’t realize they are rejecting God 
by wanting to wait until later to receive salvation; 
attitudes in their hearts blind them to the truth; 
they are afraid of what others will think of them, 
etc. What happens to those who accept the 
message of salvation? (They become Christians 
and have eternal life in heaven.) What happens 
to those who reject the message of salvation? 
(They are not in relationship with Jesus and would 
be condemned.) Let’s spend some time praying 
for the people who will be hearing the Gospel 
message today to accept the message. Pray for 
people hearing the salvation message in your 
church, churches across your city, state, country, 
and around the world.

Disciple Guide—page 26
Review the passage as kids arrange the events from Acts 13 
in the correct order.

Disciple Guide—page 27
Discuss why accepting the message of Jesus is so important. 
Complete the HeartBeat, reminding children that they 
might be rejected, but to continue to share Jesus’ important 
message with others.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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How to Explain My Faith

Learn this by heart!

God Made 
You and 
Loves You

Trust God to 
Empower You

Are You Ready 
to Trust Jesus 
as Your Savior?

Jesus Rose 
to Give You 
New Life

Jesus Died 
to Forgive 
Your Sins

God Knows 
Everything 
About You

Good News 
for KIDS!

Class Code:
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Gentiles Rejoice

Acts 13:47

Paraphrase (explain in your own words) 1 Peter 3:15. 

Good News for KIDS! will help you “be prepared to share” your 
faith. Use the six “heart” images to tell a Christian friend what you 
believe. You may want to write down the words or draw each 
heart to explain the message. Pair up with a Christian friend and 
practice telling each other the best news ever!

Who worshiped Paul 

and Barnabas as gods?

Be Prepared to Share

Amazing Fact: When you set apart 

Christ a
s Lord in your heart, G

od’s 

limitless power is a
t your disposal!
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Joyful Badges (10 minutes)
This simple craft reminds students to be filled with joy. 
Supplies: craft foam sheets, safety pins, tape, markers

Why should Christians be filled with joy? Possible answers: 
because our sins are forgiven; we have a relationship with Jesus; 
we are filled with the Holy Spirit, etc. Today we will make 
some reminders to be joyful. Pass out craft foam sheets and 
let children decorate their “joyful badge.” On the badge they 
should write, “I’m joyful…ask why.” Attach a safety pin or 
jewelry clasp to the back of the badge. Have  kids practice 
asking each other and explaining why they are joyful.

Closing Prayer
Thank God for His wonderful truth that changes the 
lives of those who accept it. Ask the Holy Spirit to help 
everyone speak encouragingly and boldly as they share the 
Gospel with unsaved friends, family, and others God puts 
in their paths.

Closing Words
Today we saw two dramatically different responses 
to the same message. What new reactions will Paul 
and Barnabas encounter when they continue on their 
missions trip? Come next time to find out!

Disciple Guide—
page 28
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

DiscipleSkill  How to Explain My Faith
During this quarter, your kids will discover the joy of sharing 
their faith with others. During lessons 7-12, children will 
unpack Biblical principles that explain how to communi-
cate their faith to others.

In this lesson, kids will prepare to share the Gospel.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct children to DiscipleZone.com for:

XploreMore  Discover more about responding to the Gospel.

SwordWork  Read Acts 14.

WorldWatch  See a Persian home.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Paul learns to leave “heart-changing” to 
God.

KeyVerse  Memorize Acts 13:47.

HymnNotes  Learn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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