
Big Idea The Holy Spirit reveals that the Good News about Jesus is for everyone.
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In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

Lesson Summary
The wall that divided Jews from Gentiles was about to come 
crashing down! God was at work on the innermost attitudes 
and prejudices of human minds and hearts. God gave two 
different visions to two different men in two different cities. 
Both visions showed one picture of God’s heart for all people.

In this lesson, students will look for any prejudices they may 
have and will discover God’s love for all people. They can begin 
to make choices that will unite people and not divide them.

Bible Background
The term “Gentile” was a label given to anyone who was not 
a Jew. Cornelius was a Gentile and a Roman military officer. 
He was stationed in Caesarea, a bustling trade center on the 
Mediterranean coast. Cornelius expressed devotion to God 
through praying and giving faithfully.

Although some periods of Jewish history were marred with 
the welcoming of godless or pagan practices of the Gentiles, 
the frame of mind of the Jewish believers in the early Church 
toward Gentiles was one of strictest separation. Throughout 
the centuries, the Jews had paid dearly for their sins; they 
were not interested in mingling with the heathen again.

The Jewish mind didn’t understand that it had always been 
God’s intention to unite all people who named the name 
of Jesus Christ—regardless of their race (Galatians 3:28). 
No one expected Him to remove the barriers that existed 
between Jews and Gentiles (Ephesians 2:11-19). This concept 
should not have been foreign to the Jews. In Isaiah, God tells 
the Jews that they would be a light for the Gentiles and they 
would bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth (49:6, 
22). God ensured that His will was spelled out for Peter in a 
graphic dream that was repeated three times for emphasis.

Teacher Devotional
How’s your vision? What about your spiritual vision? It 
may be easy to see the importance of physical eyesight in 
your day-to-day life. Sometimes it is harder to grasp the 
importance of seeing things as God views them. Ask God 
to help you gain His vision. He promises to reveal Himself 
to anyone who asks.

Lord, Your ways and my ways are often very different. Sometimes, 
when I think I understand Your plan, I’m actually in need 
of correction. My own preconceived ideas and biases block me 
from Your purposes. Please help my heart remain pliable and 
receptive. Prejudice can be subtly ingrained in people at a young 
age—I pray that You will screen out superior attitudes and 
usher in humility. In Your Son’s holy name, amen.

•	 God hears everyone’s prayers. 
(Psalm 145:18)

•	 God began to eliminate barri-
ers between Jews and Gentiles. 
(Acts 10:1-22)

•	 The Holy Spirit guides believers 
to make decisions that agree 
with Scripture. (John 16:13)

•	 Convicted about any prejudices 
that they have.

•	 Eager to build friendships with 
people of other cultures or 
races.

•	 Glad to listen to God’s Spirit as 
they make decisions.

•	 Explain why prejudice is wrong.

•	 Repent of any prejudices they 
may have.

•	 Offer	God’s	love	and	accep-
tance to someone who is 
“different” from them.

•	 DiscipleSkill:	God	Knows	
Everything About You—
Define how sin separates 
people from God.

Acts 10:1-22
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Opening Prayer
Thank God for each child in your class—including those 
who are absent. Ask for the Holy Spirit to speak to each 
person’s heart and expose areas of prejudice. Pray for the 
children to be open to accept others and to desire to reach 
all people with the Gospel.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 2 of 12—Little Wang and 
Liang—1996, Hainan Island, China  Missionary stories 
can have a profound impact on children. Take 1-2 minutes 
to read this brief narrative. Download discussion questions at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

The mob angrily attacks Little Wang, Old Wang, and 
Cai Wen. The three Chinese men are missionaries sent 
by their small church to share the Gospel with the 
unreached Li (lee) people. After the villagers attack 
them, Old Wang and Cai Wen limp back to their homes 
with broken bones, but Little Wang does not return 
with them—he was beaten to death by the angry mob.

The Chinese church sends the missionaries back to the 
same Li village the next week. This time, Little Wang’s 
widow, Liang, comes with them. All the believers in the 
area pray and fast for three days. In the Li village, the 
mob gathers again. Liang boldly forgives the crowd for 
murdering her husband and then shares about Jesus 
Christ, the one who forgives sins. Instead of attacking 
her, the mob listens. Many Li villagers choose to repent 
and follow Jesus.

Two months later, a believer from the Li village visits the 
Chinese church. He says, “I am the man who murdered 
Little Wang, but Jesus has forgiven me. I ask for your 
forgiveness. Our entire church praises God that you 
sent missionaries to bring us the message of Life.”

Missions Education—The Dream Team
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher 
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic: No Differences
Reference: Acts 10:34-35
Memorization Activity: Print each word of the verse on 
a separate piece of paper, using large, bold letters. Stand 
the students in a circle, facing the center. Pass the words 
out randomly, one to each child. If necessary, give some 
kids two words, making sure the words you give them go 
together in the verse. Children should hold their words so 
that they are visible for the group.

Beginning with the person holding the first word in the 
verse, move clockwise, having each child say his or her word 
loudly. After everyone has gone around the circle, read the 
verse to them the way it should be. Give them thirty seconds 
to get themselves in the correct order. If they are still not in 
the correct order, read the verse again, and give them more 
time to readjust. Once they are in the correct order, have 
them go around the circle two or three times, reciting their 
own words and trying to increase their speed each time. 
Finally, have them say the verse in unison several times, 
removing two papers from the circle each time they recite 
the verse. Continue until all the papers have been removed.

Bonus Resources
Access free downloads for this lesson at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Some children can be unwilling to accept or acknowledge 
that	they	have	prejudices.	Often,	these	prejudices	come	
from attitudes learned from their family or friends. Most 
kids don’t want to admit that they see or treat anyone 
unfairly. Help them take ownership of these attitudes, to 
not make excuses. Honesty and asking for forgiveness 
are powerful keys to demolish prejudices.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 5-8)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
	 No	additional	supplies

Spark Interest
	 •PICTURE	THIS:	no	additional	supplies
	 •GET	THE	PICTURE?:	Viewmaster	toy	and		 	 	

picture reels, 3-D glasses and 3-D pictures

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 4B.3—Cornelius’ vision
 Teaching Picture 4B.4—Peter’s vision

Inspire Action
	 •DRILLING	DEEP:	no	additional	supplies
	 •LOVE	AND	ACCEPTANCE:	none

Teacher—decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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Acts 10:1-22
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in the new testament, 
many walls or barriers kept some 
people from hearing the Good 
News about Jesus. Two groups 
of people—Jews and Gentiles 
(everyone else)—stayed away from 
each other. Jesus died on the cross 
for both Jews and Gentiles. 
It was time to start breaking down 
barriers between the two groups.

List some barriers that make you different 
from other people you know. DDraw a star beside each barrier that could 

be an obstacle to friendship or to genuine 
acceptance.
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skin color
background
religion
gender

Picture This (10-15 minutes)
This object lesson illustrates the power of visual communication.

On the board, draw a picture to communicate a message. 
Example: “It is time for the Bible lesson.”—Draw a person 
pointing to a watch and looking at an open Bible. Let the 
kids guess what you were trying to communicate. Allow a 
few children to take turns drawing a message for the class to 
guess. If necessary, make a list of messages for kids to draw.

Throughout history, people have tried to communi-
cate important things to others. Using words can be a 
powerful tool of communication, but pictures also are. 
What are some ways that people have used pictures to 
communicate important news? (Cave paintings, hiero-
glyphics, smoke signals, etc.) What if you only had one 
way to get news—TV, radio, or newspaper. 
Which would give you a better understanding 
or picture of important news? Why? Encourage 
responses. In the Bible, many people heard God 
speak to them. In today’s Bible lesson, we will 
discover how God used a vision to communi-
cate a very important message to believers. 

Get the Picture? (10 minutes)
This hands-on demonstration shows how two 
separate visions or pictures can make one clear 
picture. Supplies: Viewmaster™ toy and picture 
reels, 3-D glasses and 3-D pictures

Obtain a Viewmaster™ and 3-D glasses (if 
possible, get enough glasses for each child to use 
a pair). Let the kids spend time using the toys. 
Make sure they all have an opportunity to use 
one or both items. When you looked through 
the Viewmaster or 3-D glasses, the pictures 
“come alive”—they’re very vivid. Instruct the 
children to cover or close one eye and describe 
what the picture looks like. Next, have them cover 
the other eye and describe that picture. Finally 
have them look with both eyes and describe the 
picture they now see. Let’s figure out how these 
work. The Viewmaster takes the same picture 
but photographs it twice in slightly different 

positions. Each eye takes the picture it sees and your 
brain puts them together. The 3-D glasses allow one eye 
to see only red and the other eye to see only blue. Both 
of your eyes see something different, yet by putting the 
images together, you see a very clear picture. In today’s 
lesson we will see that God was able to make one clear 
picture out of two different people in two different cities 
with two different visions.

Disciple Guide—page 5
To get a clear picture of God’s vision, help your children 
identify some of the barriers that keep them from seeing 
each other the way God does—all equal. Complete this page 
at the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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Two different men in two different cities saw two different visions. 
But God was giving both of them the same big piece of news! 
God spoke to each man in a way that he could understand.

Describe how each man responded to his vision.

       

    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

     
      Peter (Acts 10:8-22)

..............Roman leader hears from God.....................................Local apostle receives strange vision.......................................Peter accepts Gentiles?.......................Possible connection between stories................
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Draw a picture of Peter’s 
vis

ion
.
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Two Visions—One Message
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answers will vary

answered and 
obeyed

objected at first, 
then obeyed

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Acts 10:1-22
Draw two overlapping circles on the board. Label one circle 
“Jews” and the other circle “Gentiles.” In the overlapping 
area, write “God.” To help us understand our Bible story 
better, let’s take a look at some differences between 
these two people groups—Jews and Gentiles. Fill in 
the corresponding circles as you explain the following key 
differences between the two groups. Jews: worshiped the 
One, True God; followed God’s laws; had food restrictions. 
Gentiles: worshiped many gods; followed man-made laws; 
had no food restrictions. God created both groups and 
loves both groups of people. Fill in the overlap area with 
the words: created and loves both. 

During Old Testament times, God had warned the 
Jews not to act like Gentiles and follow their 
customs or ways of doing things. But as time 
went on, the Jews carried things to an extreme 
and became prejudiced. What does prejudice 
mean? Let children share their ideas of a defini-
tion. When someone is prejudiced, he or she has 
an attitude or opinion of someone that might 
not be fair or based on facts. Usually a person 
who is prejudiced judges another person based 
on skin color, age, nationality, size, abilities, 
physical features, or where someone lives. 

Prejudice happens to all of us—even Peter had 
feelings of being “better” than the Gentiles. 
Peter and the Jews saw things one way, while 
the Gentiles saw things another way. God 
did some pretty amazing work to bring both 
groups around to seeing things His way.

Ask students to locate Caesarea 
and Joppa on a Bible map. Read 
Acts 10:1-8. Show the Teaching 
Picture 4B.3 of Cornelius’ vision. 
Cornelius is described as devout 
and God-fearing. What do you 

think that means? (He obeyed God’s laws and 
worshiped God only.) How did Cornelius react 
to the angel? (He was full of fear.) What did the 
angel say? (God had received Cornelius’ prayers 
and gifts to the poor and wanted him to send for 
Peter.) What action did Cornelius take? (He 
sent two servants and a soldier to get Peter.)

Read Acts 10:9-22. Show the Teaching Picture 
4B.4 of Peter’s vision. What vision did Peter 
have? (Peter saw a sheet come down to earth 
with all kinds of animals—clean and unclean.) 
What did the voice say? (“Get up, Peter. Kill 
and eat.”) Why didn’t Peter want to obey 

the voice? (He had never eaten anything unclean.) God 
had given certain dietary laws about what Jews could 
and could not eat. What God had forbidden them from 
eating was called “unclean.” God wanted to protect the 
Jews and set them apart from other people. However, 
the Jews had become prejudiced against anyone who 
didn’t follow these practices.

The voice told Peter that God had made all animals 
clean and pure. How many times did he have the same 
vision? Why do you think God repeated it three times? 
Encourage responses. How did God help Peter get past his 
prejudice? (An angel told Peter that God had sent the men 
and to go with them.) What was so unusual about Peter’s 
meeting with Cornelius’ messengers? (God directed it. 
Jews and Gentiles were together.)

     Explore 
Scripture

6

20

Lesson 2



OR

When God looks at a person, He sees things that people don’t see. 
Find things that God sees through His “eyes of love” in the puzzle below.

A                                                       

C                                                       

F                                                        

M                                                    

T                                                       

Ask God to help you match your attitude in each 
of these areas with His attitude of love for others.

The Holy Spirit reveals that the Good News about Jesus is for everyone. 
God wants us to love and accept the very same people that He loves and accepts.

Write the initials of someone you know who is rejected or disliked because he or 
she is different in some way. Then write a prayer asking God to show you how to 
love and accept that person.

..............Roman leader hears from God.....................................Local apostle receives strange vision.......................................Peter accepts Gentiles?.......................Possible connection between stories................
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Two Visions—One Message Eyes of Love
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objected at first, 
then obeyed

answers will vary

otives

ttitudes

eelings

houghts

haracter

God will never tell you to do anything that goes against 
what the Bible says, but He will challenge your thinking 
and behavior in areas you may have thought were right, 
but weren’t. This is what He was doing in Peter’s life. 
God was giving Peter a picture he would never forget—a 
vision of how God sees things!

Peter learned that God didn’t want any barriers that 
would keep people from knowing Him. God loves us as 
we are, but He loves us too much to leave us that way. 
Like Peter, we need to see people clearly. We may see 
people’s shortcomings, weaknesses, and sins, but we 
also need to see them as dearly loved by God.

Drilling Deep (10 minutes)
This Bible activity gives children practice locating Scriptures 
and seeing the parallels between the Old and New Testaments. 
Supplies: Bibles

Do a Bible “sword drill” and have the children compete to be 
the first person to locate and read the Scripture. Ask them to 

tell you what the verse means in their own words. 
After reading the Old Testament verse, have them 
look up the corresponding New Testament verse. 
Discuss the parallels between what God said in 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

•	 Leviticus 11:8—1 Timothy 4:4
•	 Ezekiel 4:14—Romans 14:20
•	 Leviticus 15:31—Galatians 3:28

Love and Acceptance (10 minutes)
This thinking activity stimulates kids to pray and 
seek ways to show love and acceptance to others.

On the board, draw two overlapping circles. 
Label the two circles—“Peter” and “Cornelius.” 
Have the children fill in ways they were different 
and then fill in the overlapping area in ways they 
were alike. Possible answers: Peter—Jew, leader 
in Church; Cornelius—Gentile, Roman soldier; 
Both—saw visions, prayed regularly, believed in 
God.

There are many things in God’s heart that He 
wants to pass on to us. One thing He wants us 
to learn is to love and accept others the way 
He loves and accepts us. Let’s list some ways 
that God might want you to show love and ac-
ceptance for others. Encourage kids to fill the 
board with suggestions. Ask them to choose one 
or two ways that they will show love and accep-

Disciple Guide—page 6
Ask children to identify the responses of Cornelius and 
Peter. Help them understand that God loves and accepts 
everyone.

Disciple Guide—page 7
People may hide their prejudices from others, but nothing 
can be hidden from God. Complete the HeartBeat, encourag-
ing kids to pray for someone they know.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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How to Explain My Faith

Learn this by heart!

God Made 
You and 
Loves You

God Knows 
Everything 
About You

Good News 
for KIDS!

Class Code:
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No Differences

A
cts 10:34-35

The “good news” is about people.

	 •	God understands everything you think, feel, and do. 
  Read Psalm 139:1-4. Why is this “good” news? 

	 •	Every	person	sins	against	God.	Read	Ecclesiastes	12:13-14.	
  He will judge everything you do, even things you think are secret. 
  Every person will pay for sin—including you. Why is this “bad” news?

Create your own “simile of impossibility” that explains why 
it is impossible to earn your way to heaven (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
For example: Trying to earn salvation is like diving to the deepest 
ocean floor while holding your breath; it’s like jumping high 
enough to snatch a rock off the moon.

What city do Sara 

and Zari live in?

God Knows Everything About You

Amazing Fact: No person on earth is good 

enough to earn his or her own salvation. 

Yet no person is to
o evil for God to love!
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Tehran

tance this week. Both Peter and Cornelius spent time in 
prayer. When we spend time talking with God, we can 
listen to what He says. Take a few moments and let the 
children spend time praying silently and listening to God’s 
voice. Have them pray that God would help them love and 
accept others like He does us.

Closing Prayer
Ask God to show the children any areas where they are prej-
udiced. Ask that they would seek God’s heart of love to help 
them accept others. Pray a blessing over the children so that 
they will be Christlike in how they treat everyone.

Closing Words
Jews and Gentiles were very different from one another, 
and that caused prejudices. God used a vision to show 
Peter that He loved and accepted everyone. Next time 
we’ll find out how people responded to this message.

Disciple Guide—
page 8
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

DiscipleSkill  How to Explain My Faith
During this quarter, your kids will discover the joy of sharing 
their faith with others. In lessons 1-6, children will learn a 
simple Gospel message (Good News for Kids!). They will 
explore each element of the Good News that Jesus told His 
followers to bring to people everywhere (Matthew 28:18-20). 
During lessons 7-12, children will unpack Biblical principles 
that explain how to communicate their faith to others.

In this lesson, kids will explore the ways sin separates people 
from God.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct children to DiscipleZone.com for:

XploreMore  Discover more about prejudice.

SwordWork  Read Acts 10:23-48.

WorldWatch  Meet Sara and Zari, Persian sisters.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  The kids meet a new neighbor.

KeyVerse  Memorize Acts 
10:34-35.

HymnNotes  Meet Isaac 
Watts, author of “Joy to the 
World!”

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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