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DISCIPLE TARGETS

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)

In this lesson, your children will...

Big Idea God shapes my heart when I respond to the Bible.
Bible Passage God’s People Give—Exodus 35:4-29; 36:3-7

Lesson Summary
When	people	hear	God’s	Word,	 they	either	 line	up	with	 it	
(obedience)	 or	 don’t	 (rebellion).	 When	 children	 choose	
obedience,	they	may	be	motivated	by	a	number	of	things—
fear,	 approval,	 rewards,	 and	 so	 on.	While	 all	 these	motiva-
tors	are	a	part	of	 the	 training	process,	God	wants	obedient	
children	who	are	motivated	by	their	love	for	Him.	To	reach	
this	goal,	He	molds	the	hearts	of	His	people	into	His	image.	

In	 today’s	Bible	passage,	God	ordered	 that	“everyone	who	
is	willing”	(Exodus	35:5)	give	for	the	building	of	the	taber-
nacle.	So	many	Israelites	responded	that	Moses	had	to	even-
tually	tell	them	to	stop	giving.	Patrick	of	Ireland	modeled	a	
more	modern	example	of	love,	obedience,	and	forgiveness.	
He	became	a	missionary	to	the	very	people	who	once	held	
him	as	a	slave.	In	this	 lesson,	students	will	 learn	that	they	
should	obey	God	and	give	to	others—from	a	heart	of	love.

Bible Background
After	the	tenth	plague	had	struck,	the	Egyptians	wanted	the	
Israelites	out	of	their	land.	Moses	told	God’s	people	to	ask	for	
silver,	gold,	and	clothing	from	their	owners.	The	Egyptians	
gladly	gave	because	these	slaves	had	“found	favor	in	the	sight	
of	the	Egyptians”	(Exodus	12:33-35).	Later,	Moses	asked	the	

Israelites	to	give	what	they	had	for	the	construction	of	the	
tabernacle.	Among	the	people’s	many	gifts	were	gold	rings,	
earrings,	pins,	and	ornaments—the	treasures	of	Egypt.	God	
provided	these	items	as	payment	for	the	Israelites’	years	in	
bondage.	The	people	 gave	 these	 treasures	 back	 to	God	 to	
build	His	tabernacle.	Scholars	estimate	that	the	amount	of	
gold	and	silver	used	for	the	tabernacle	and	furniture	would	
be	worth	over	a	million	dollars	today.

Teacher Devotional
To	God,	the	most	beautiful	part	of	making	the	tabernacle	
was	not	the	melting	and	molding	of	gold,	but	the	melting	
and	molding	of	His	people’s	hearts.	They	were	challenged	to	
willingly	give	to	God	from	what	He	had	given	them.	Today,	
you	are	challenged	to	offer	your	heart	in	the	same	way.	God	
wants	to	melt	and	shape	it	according	to	His	Word.

Dear God, make my heart tender to Your voice and responsive to 
Your direction. I myself lack Your wisdom and perspective. Keep 
me near You and fll my life with Your love. Thank You for Your 
blessings. Instill in me the desire to give back to You with joy. 
Help me represent You well as I teach Your children. Amen.

•	 People generously gave their 
treasures to build the taber-
nacle. (Exodus 35:21)

•	 God’s Word shapes their lives 
when they gladly obey the Bible. 
(Hebrews 10:19-22)

•	 Missionary Patrick Sucatus 
obeyed God and served others 
in Ireland.

•	 Thankful to be molded into 
God’s image.

•	 Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to obey God’s Word.

•	 Astonished that Patrick forgave 
and showed God’s mercy to 
those who had enslaved him.

•	 Freely give something that 
they own to God or to others.

•	 Illustrate what happens when 
they read the Bible.

•	 Ask God for a willing heart.

•	 DiscipleSkill—Categorize 
New Testament books.
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The Bible MOLDS my heart
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Remember	 that	 actions	 always	 speak	 louder	 than	
words—especially to children. More is learned by what 
is caught than by what is taught. Maintain a positive 
attitude of love toward your students, and they’ll catch 
it for themselves. As you teach, one of the greatest and 
most exciting impacts you can have is to inspire kids with 
Christ’s vision for the world.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 5-8)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 None

Spark Interest
	 •DIGESTING	SCRIPTURE:	poster	board
	 •WHAT’S	IN	A	HEART:	poster	board

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 2B.3—Israelites’ offerings
 Teaching Picture 2B.4—Patrick Sucatus

Inspire Action
	 •PATRICK	SUCATUS:	map	of	the	world
	 •HEART	MOLDS:	flavored	gelatin,	mixing	bowl,	
   stirring utensil, a heart mold, a molded snack

Opening Prayer
Ask	children	to	fold	their	hands	and	bow	their	heads	to	show	
God	respect.	Thank	God	for	each	child	by	name,	and	for	the	
opportunity	to	teach	His	Word.	Pray	that	God’s	Spirit	will	
inspire	your	children	to	always	give	willingly	with	an	open	
heart,	both	to	each	other	and	back	to	God.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography: The	missionary	biographies	for	this	
quarter	 are	 integral	 to	 the	 lessons—they	 appear	 in	 Inspire 
Action.

Missions Education—The “Heart” Message
To	add	this	component	to	the	lesson,	download	the	teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	The	Bible	Molds	My	Heart
Reference: Psalm 119:11

Memorization Activity:	 Bible	 teacher	 J.	 Vernon	 McGee	
maintained	 that	 any	 passage	 of	 Scripture,	 no	 matter	 the	
length,	 can	be	memorized	 in	 three	weeks.	The	way	 to	do	
this	is	to	read	the	passage	aloud	three	times	in	the	morning,	
once	 at	 lunch,	 and	 three	 times	 in	 the	 evening.	 If	 this	 is	
done	for	three	weeks,	the	passage	will	automatically	become	
a	part	of	 the	 learner,	who	will	be	able	 to	recite	 it	without	
effort.	Challenge	your	students	to	try	this	technique	in	your	
classroom.	Recite	the	Bible	verse	three	times	at	the	opening	
of	 the	 lesson,	 once	 before	 each	 activity,	 and	 three	 times	
before	kids	leave.

The Bible Transforms People Everywhere
Download	the	entire	recitation	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	
For	this	lesson,	teach	children	the	following:

God	shapes	my	heart	(make	the	outline	of	a	heart	in	the	air)
	When	I	respond	to	it.	(take	one	step	forward)

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Contemporary	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	Drama	skit	and	puppet	script
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	resources
•	Explore Scripture	teacher	notecards

  Make 
Disciples

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements 
into this lesson.

18

Lesson 2



OR

2BDG.indd   5 2/21/2011   1:51:07 PM

Digesting Scripture (10-15 minutes)
This object lesson compares the digestive system of a cow to 
digesting God’s Word. Supplies:	poster	board,	marker,	tape

On	a	large	poster,	draw	a	picture	of	a	cow.	Post	it	on	the	wall	
of	the	classroom.	In	the	picture,	be	sure	to	draw	the	cow’s	
nose,	mouth,	teeth,	tongue,	throat,	and	stomach(s).	You	can	
find	a	drawing	to	reproduce	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Compare	the	cow’s	digestion	process	to	internalizing	God’s	
Word.	 Compare	 smelling,	 tasting,	 chewing,	 swallow-
ing,	 digesting	 food,	 and	 cell	 growth	 to	 listening,	 reading,	
studying,	memorizing,	meditating,	and	sharing	God’s	Word,	
respectively.	 (Note:	 Meditating	 on	 God’s	Word	 means	 to	
turn	it	over	and	over	 in	our	minds	and	to	look	at	 it	 from	
every	angle.)	If,	in	the	physical	world,	we	are	what	we	eat,	
this	is	also	true	in	the	spiritual	world.	Inspire	your	
kids	to	feast	on	a	regular	diet	of	God’s	Word!

What’s In a Heart (10 minutes)
This small group activity explores characteristics 
of the heart. Supplies:	 six	 large	 sheets	of	paper,	
markers	or	crayons,	poster	board,	tape

Before	class,	fold	the	six	large	papers	in	half.	On	
the	 top	of	 the	first	half	of	 the	first	paper	write,	
“Selfishness.”	 On	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	 same	
paper,	 write,	 “Sharing.”	 Do	 the	 same	 with	 the	
other	five	papers,	but	write	these	pairs	of	words	on	
them:	 “Hatred/Love,”	 “Anger/Peace,”	 “Jealousy/
Kindness,”	 “Hurried/Patient,”	 and	 “Bitterness/
Joy.”	 Then	 make	 a	 large	 heart	 on	 each	 poster	
board.	At	 the	 top	of	one,	write	“Godly,”	and	at	
the	top	of	 the	other,	write	“Worldly.”	Hang	the	
two	posters	at	the	front	of	the	classroom.

Divide	the	class	into	six	pairs	or	groups.	Let	each	
pair	or	group	take	a	sheet	and	draw	an	illustration	
for	 each	 term.	 When	 the	 groups	 have	 finished	
their	 drawings,	 have	 them	 present	 them	 to	 the	
class,	giving	brief	explanations	of	their	drawings.

Once	 everyone	 has	 seen	 the	 difference	 between	
the	characteristics,	have	each	pair	or	group	decide	
which	illustrations	should	go	to	the	worldly	heart	

and	which	 should	 go	 to	 the	Godly	heart.	Have	 them	 rip	
their	papers	 in	half	 and	 tape	 their	 illustrations	 to	 the	 ap-
propriate	heart.

When we let God mold our hearts, we get a heart that 
does these things.	 Point	 to	 the	Godly	 heart.	Discuss	
how	 miserable	 people	 are	 when	 they	 keep	 their	 own	
worldly	hearts.

Disciple Guide—page 5
Help children navigate the maze. Complete this page at the 
beginning of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

  Spark 
Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.
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Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Exodus 35:4-29; 36:3-7
Open	 your	 Bible	 to	 Exodus	 35:4-29,	 36:3-7.	 Raise your 
hand if you have a heart.	 Let	 children	 raise	 their	hands.	
What does your heart do?	Let	them	respond.	We all have 
a physical heart that pumps blood and keeps our body 
working. Did you know that we also have a spiritual 
heart? God wants to mold our spiritual heart into His 
image. Today’s Bible passage is about a group of people 
who let their spiritual hearts lead them to do something 
that really pleased God.

After Moses and the Israelites had left Egypt, God told 
Moses to make a tabernacle for Him. This was to be a 
special place of worship like our churches today. It was 
designed so that it could be moved whenever Israel moved. 
God wanted the tabernacle to be a very special place, so 
they needed valuable things to build it.

Moses went to the people and said, “God wants 
you to help build the Tabernacle. If you are 
willing, please give gold, silver, bronze, blue, 
purple, or scarlet material, fine linen, goats’ 
hair, acacia wood, and oil.” Moses also asked 
them for people who knew how to make things 
out of these items.

Remember that Israel had been slaves in Egypt 
for many, many years. How do you think former 
slaves could come up with these valuable items?	
Let	 children	 respond. After the tenth plague 
came in Egypt, God made the Egyptians show 
favor to the Israelites. As Moses requested, the 
people asked the Egyptians for gold, silver, and 
clothing, and they had given it to them. The Is-
raelites now had these items, but Moses did not 
know if they would be willing to give them as 
an offering to God.

The people went home from the 
meeting. Every one of them who 
felt God tell their hearts to give, 
gave generously.	Show	the	Teaching	
Picture	2B.3	of	 the	people	offering	
their	 treasures.	They gave so much 

that it would all be worth more than a million 
dollars today.

Then workers came to help. Women who knew 
how to spin, spun the materials and goats’ hair 

into what was needed. Gold and silver workers began 
melting the jewelry into objects for the tabernacle. The 
people were not only willing to give generously—they 
were willing to work hard, too. They gave so much that 
one day the skilled craftspeople came to Moses.

“The people are bringing us so many gifts that we have 
more than we need.” said the craftspeople. “Please tell 
them to stop.”

So Moses went to the people and said, “You have brought 
enough for us to build the tabernacle. Thank you! Please, 
don’t bring anything else.” Only after Moses told the 
people did they stop bringing things. After many days 
and much work, the tabernacle was finished. It was 
beautiful!

There are two ways to give. One way is to give willingly 
and happily. The other way is to give because you feel 
you have to. How can you give willingly and happily? Let	
children	respond. What are some things you have to do? 
Explain	that	these	are	things	they	are	obligated	to	do.	God’s 
people gave generously from a happy heart to help build 

     Explore 
Scripture
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Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage 
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

the tabernacle. When we let God mold our hearts, He 
gives us His willing spirit. Then we want to do what He 
desires us to do. God molds our hearts. 

Disciple Guide—page 6
Review	the	Bible	passage	by	explaining	that	God	had	already	
started reshaping the hearts of Israel.

Disciple Guide—page 7
This page is based on the modern missionary whose story 
is found in the first Inspire Action activity. If you choose a 
different activity, you can still help students complete this 
page. Complete the HeartBeat, allowing children to choose 
what they want God to help them work on.

Patrick of Ireland (10 minutes)
Show	the	Teaching	Picture	2B.4	of	Patrick. A 
long time ago, a man learned to obey God 
with a willing heart. Over 1,600 years ago, 
Patrick Sucatus lived with his Christian 
family on the island of Britain. Patrick 
figured that since his parents were Chris-

tians, he was probably a Christian, too. When Patrick 
was sixteen, though, something happened that caused 
him to think very seriously about his spiritual life.

One day Irish pirates attacked Patrick’s village. They 
captured Patrick and placed him on a ship that set sail 
for Ireland. Imagine being taken from your family and 
friends and sold as a slave in another land! That is exactly 
what happened to Patrick. 

As the slave of an Irish chief, Patrick’s job 
was to tend sheep. Can you think of a famous 
shepherd boy in the Bible? That’s right, David. 
Like David, Patrick grew close to God while 
he watched the sheep. Patrick gave his heart to 
God. Now he knew he was a Christian. 

Six years later, Patrick managed to escape. He 
went back to Britain where he was free and safe 
at last! Because he had been a slave, you might 
think that Patrick would hate Ireland so much 
that he would never want to see that island 
again. But over a period of time, God shaped a 
strong love inside Patrick’s heart for the people 
who had been cruel to him. He remembered the 
sad and sinful lives of the Irish people, and he 
felt sorry for them. He decided to go back.

Some people didn’t think that Patrick’s church 
or family would let him go back to Ireland, but 
God made it possible. During the next thirty 
years, God used Patrick to help start more than 
300 churches. Thousands of Irish people became 
Christians and joined the family of God!

Go	 to	 the	 map	 of	 the	 world	 hanging	 in	 your	
classroom.	On	a	small	strip	of	paper,	write	Patrick	
of	Ireland’s	name.	Tape	Patrick	to	Ireland.	Review	
the	names	of	both	missionaries	now	on	the	map.

  Inspire 
 Action
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Heart Molds (15 minutes)
This snack is an object lesson that illustrates how God wants 
to mold us. Supplies:	flavored	gelatin,	a	heart	mold,	and	a	
molded	snack	such	as	gummi	bears	or	flavored	gelatin

Find	this	and	other	activities	in	the	Additional Activities	file	
at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Closing Prayer
Pass	out	notecards.	Ask	children	to	write	or	draw	a	praise,	
confession,	and	request.	Have	the	children	bow	their	heads	
and	 close	 their	 eyes.	 Say,	 “Thank	 you,	God,”	 and	 anyone	
who	wants	 to	pray	 aloud	may	give	God	 thanks	or	praise.	
Say,	 “I’m	 sorry,”	 and	 kids	may	 confess.	 Say,	 “Please,”	 and	
give	them	time	to	make	requests.

Close	by	praying	that	the	children	would	read	the	Bible	each	
day,	and	that	they	would	let	God	change	their	hearts	to	be	
more	like	Him.

Closing Words
God’s Word can change your heart.  Next time, we will 
learn how the Bible can change your whole life.

DiscipleSkill 
How to Navigate the New Testament
During	 this	 quarter,	 your	 kids	 will	 learn	 about	 the	 New	
Testament.	Each	lesson	is	designed	to	build	upon	the	others,	
so	help	children	“catch	up”	or	review	if	necessary.	

In	 this	 lesson,	 students	will	 learn	 the	 three	 kinds	 of	New	
Testament	books—history,	conduct,	and	prophecy.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/2B2	for:

XploreMore  Discover more about how God’s Word lives in 
our hearts.

SwordWork  Read Psalm 18:1-24.

WorldWatch  Explore the republic of Tatarstan.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Paul and Cy build sand castles.

KeyVerse  Memorize Psalm 119:11.

HymnNotes  Meet Phillips Brooks, author of “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem.”

Disciple Guide—
page 8
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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