The Good News

Acts 9:1-31
Big Idea The Holy Spirit transforms people into Christians who follow and serve God.
Saul was no ordinary man. Trained as a Pharisee under strict
Jewish Law, he was determined to eliminate all Christians.
No one could question or match Saul’s credentials or his zeal.
While planning to destroy the disciples in Damascus, Saul encountered Jesus! The message from the Lord was clear: “You
are not persecuting the disciples, you are persecuting Me!”
Saul responded to the voice from heaven and began
declaring openly that Jesus was the Messiah! However,
the disciples had some apprehension about the new Saul,
doubting the genuineness of Saul’s transformation. Was
his conversion a trick? Could they trust him? After a
humble escape from Damascus in a basket, Saul returned
to Jerusalem where Barnabas befriended him and introduced him to the Church.
In this lesson, your kids will see the Holy Spirit’s power to
transform lives of those who believe in Jesus. They will be
given the opportunity to put their faith in Jesus and experience this transformation for themselves.

Bible Background

Saul was a pure-blooded Jew from the tribe of Benjamin
(Philippians 3:5). He was also a Pharisee and a native of
Tarsus, a Greek city, with Roman citizenship. Saul received
his training in the Scriptures from Gamaliel, one of the most
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revered Jewish rabbis. He was present at Stephen’s stoning,
“giving his approval.”
Just as God spoke to some of the Old Testament patriarchs:
Abraham (Genesis 22:11), Jacob (Genesis 46:2) and Moses
(Exodus 3:4), God Himself called, “Saul, Saul. …” This was
a clear indication that God had big plans for Saul.
Scripture records three accounts of Saul’s conversion: Acts
9:1-19, 22:6-16, and 26:12-20. His encounter with Jesus was
on the road to Damascus, a commercial center for the Roman
Empire and the intersection of several trade routes. Saul was
traveling on one of the routes, “The Great North Road.”

Teacher Devotional

Maybe your conversion wasn’t as dramatic as Saul’s. Does
that make it any less significant to Jesus? Of course not! God
had a special job for Saul to do and He has a special job for
you also! Ask God to reveal Himself to you in a powerful way
and to make known the task He has for you. Be like Saul
and immediately set out doing your special assignment.
Lord, help me recognize the task You are calling me to do
today and to faithfully serve You all the days of my life. May
Your transforming power affect every area of my life. Help the
children see how Your power has changed me and is still at work
in my life. In Jesus’ name, amen.

In this lesson, your children will...
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Lesson Summary

• Astonished at how Jesus transformed Saul.

• Inspired by Saul’s response to
meeting Jesus.

• Eager to believe in Jesus and to
let Him transform their lives.

Conduct (actions)
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• Believe that Jesus is the

Messiah who came to forgive
their sins.

• Share about experiences witnessing to unsaved friends.

• List several ways that the Lord
may want to use their lives.

• DiscipleSkill: How to Walk in

the Spirit—Experience God’s
power.
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Make

Disciples
Teacher—decide where to place these elements into
this lesson.

Missions Education—The First Team
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse

Opening Prayer

Topic: Review
Reference: Acts 5:42; Galatians 6:10; 1 Corinthians 16:13;
Matthew 5:10; Romans 10:14

WorldWatch

Memorization Activity: For each KeyVerse, prepare several
envelopes containing notecards on which you’ve written
the words of the Bible verse (one verse in each packet).
Divide the class into several teams. Starting with the first
memory verse, give each group one envelope and have teams
dump their cards out of the envelope. Time the students
to see which team can arrange the cards in the right order
first. Then pass out envelopes for the next memory verse.
Continue until the groups have completed all the verses.

Thank God for being present in your classroom. Ask for
each child to desire to live a transformed life. Pray that the
children will feel inspired to fulfill God’s task for them, using
their own personalities and special abilities.

Missionary Biography 12 of 12—Amy Carmichael—
India Today Missionary stories can have a profound impact on
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Lesson 12

For 58 years, Amy served Jesus in India. She never went
“home” to Ireland, because she longed for a better
country—heaven. In 1953, Amy Carmichael went to her
true home to be with Jesus.
Today, the Dohnavur Fellowship still exists in southern
India, and faithful Christians continue to care for
children and tell them about Jesus. It is now illegal to
force children to serve in the temples, but this Hindu
tradition is still practiced. About 5,000 girls are secretly
dedicated to the Hindu temples each year. Most of these
temple slaves get diseases (like AIDS). The caste system
also remains in India. Some of the untouchables, now
called Dalits (dah-leets), have decided to follow Jesus—
the Lord who welcomes the outcast.
Despite persecution, the Church in India is growing.
The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to Indian believers,
and many are evangelists, pastors, and missionaries. We
can pray for and partner with our Christian brothers
and sisters in India as they proclaim the Gospel. God
prepared Amy Carmichael to serve Him when she was
just a little girl. We can ask Jesus to prepare us for the
jobs He has planned for us as His witnesses.

Bonus Resources

Access free downloads for this lesson at
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
• Contemporary Dee Cy Paul Chip (discipleship) story
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and downloads
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

SUPPLIES
General Supplies

Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 45-48)
Pencils, markers, crayons
Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
Envelopes

Spark Interest

•TRANSFORMATION PICTURES: photos or
		 illustrations
•CHANGE GAME: none

DISCIPLESHIP TIP
A well-known Christian once said, “Most of our relationship problems would be solved if we would just believe
the best about each other.” Teach your students to courageously believe the best about each other. Pray that
God will help you always believe the best about them!
78

Explore Scripture

Teaching Picture 4A.23—Saul meeting Jesus
Teaching Picture 4A.24—Saul preaching

Inspire Action

•BEFORE/AFTER POSTER: no additional
		 supplies
•BARNABAS PLAN: none

Spark

Interest
Transformation Pictures (10 minutes)

This discussion illustrates the transforming change that some
things experience. Supplies: photos or illustrations

Disciple Guide—page 45

Filling in the puzzle will help students learn about Saul.
Complete this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark
Interest activity.

Lesson 12

Bring to class pictures that portray transformation such
as: tadpole/frog, cocoon/butterfly, pile of lumber/beautiful
furniture, etc. What does “transformation” mean? (Transformation is a dramatic change in form or appearance.)
Let’s look at some pictures that show a transformation.
Hold up a set of pictures. What transformation took place
here? Allow kids time to discuss the transformation. How
did the transformation take place? Kids might give a scientific reason. Name some other things that go through
a transformation. Give each child an opportunity to contribute to the discussion. These are all physical changes,
but today we will learn about the miraculous,
spiritual transformation that Saul experienced.
This kind of radical change is often called a
“conversion.”

Change Game (10-15 minutes)

This movement-based game reminds children that
some changes can be seen immediately.
What are some changes to a person that other
people can see immediately? (Possible answers:
haircut, sunburn, broken leg, face painting, etc.)
What are some changes to a person that other
people can’t see immediately? (Growing, getting
freckles, hair darkens in color, practicing a musical
instrument, etc.)
Gather the class into a large circle and choose
one child to go into the center. We are going to
play a game to find out if you can recognize who
changed. Have all the children strike a pose that
they can hold. The student in the center looks
around the group and tries to memorize the
poses. Tell the child in the center to close his or
her eyes. Tap one child in the group and have that
child dramatically change his or her pose. Tell the
student in the center to open his or her eyes and
guess who changed. Whether the child guessed
correctly or incorrectly, choose another child to go
into the center. Continue until all class members
have had a turn guessing.
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Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students
and grab their attention.

Acts 9:1-31

God used Saul in a powerful

way to bring His message to many more people. Saul’s
story is dramatic—it is an undeniable miracle.

Use your Bible to learn about
Saul. Put your answers into the puzzle.

Seeing the light: Public figure Saul of
Tarsus encounters the risen Lord.
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1. Saul was taught by Rabbi
4. He tried to

(Acts 22:3).

the church (Galatians 1:13).
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Explore

Scripture
Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides.

Acts 9:1-31

Today’s Bible passage lends itself to being acted out by
the kids in the style of a melodrama. A melodrama overemphasizes emotions and exaggerates the actions. Instruct
the children to listen carefully as you read and act out each
thing you say. If there is an emotion or an action, remind
the kids to really exaggerate it. Children not participating
in an acting role should cheer for the hero (Saul after his
conversion, Ananias, Barnabas) and boo for the villain (Saul
before his conversion).
Lesson 12

Choose actors for these roles: Saul before conversion,
disciples (2-3 kids), Saul’s companions (2 kids), Ananias,
Barnabas, and Saul after conversion. Have them watch you
for acting cues that are underlined in the script.
Have children open their Bibles with you to Acts
9:1-31. Read the following Scripture-based script.
Two weeks ago, we were introduced to Saul.
Saul loved God and the Law, but he did not
believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
He thought the early Church was blaspheming
God by teaching that Jesus was the Messiah.
So he persecuted Christians. In fact, Saul gave
murderous threats against the disciples. Have
Saul shout, “I’ll get you” to the disciples.

Acts 9:20-31 Saul began preaching. Show
the Teaching Picture 4A.24 of Saul preaching.
The Christians were confused and afraid
because they knew Saul was a persecutor.
Some Jews decided to kill Saul. One night,
Saul’s companions lowered him over the wall in a basket,
and he escaped from Damascus. Why do you think the
Jews wanted to kill Saul? (They were upset that Saul was
now preaching about Jesus.) Would you have believed
Saul’s conversion was real? What might convince you?
Give each child an opportunity to answer.
In Jerusalem Saul encountered the same kind of
reaction—the disciples were confused. Barnabas believed
Saul and brought him to the disciples and explained

Saul
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Paul

Saul before Christ

(Acts 8:3; 9:1-2; Philippians 3:4-6)

self-righteous,
zealous, hated
Christians

Acts 9:2-6 Saul received permission from the
High Priest to go to Damascus and arrest the
Christians that had scattered there. He planned
to bring these prisoners back to Jerusalem. While
he walked, a bright light shone from heaven,
and Saul fell to the ground. Show
the Teaching Picture 4A.23 of Saul
on the road. A voice from heaven
said, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” Saul responded,
“Who are you, Lord?” The voice
answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. Now get up and go into the city and you
will be told what to do.” What thought might
Saul be having right now? Encourage responses.

SAUL OF TARSUS

His Conversion
(Acts 9:3-18)

Christ struck Saul blind,
spoke to him, and sent
someone to heal him
Paul after Christ

(Acts 9: 19-31; Philippians 3:7-8)

humble, preached about
Jesus immediately and
powerfully

Acts 9:7-19 Saul’s companions helped lead the
blind Saul to Damascus. Meanwhile, the Lord
spoke to Ananias in a vision and told him to go
to where Saul was and heal him. How do you
suppose Ananias thought about that? Let kids
80

share. Ananias was afraid because Saul was famous for
persecuting Christians. But the Lord told Ananias that
Saul was specially chosen to take Jesus’ name before the
Gentiles and kings. So Ananias obeyed and placed his
hands on Saul. Immediately Saul’s eyesight returned, he
got up, and he was baptized. How do you think Ananias
felt now?

............Breaking news!.........................Believers’ biggest opponent becomes greatest ally!..........................Saul of T
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God was the one who turned Saul’s life around and
caused such a dramatic change. God can turn your life
around, too. Like Saul, you must begin by believing that
Jesus died to forgive your sins and that He can make you
a new person. If you believe this, then you can ask God
to transform your life.

Disciple Guide—page 46

Encourage kids to explore the secret of the great transformation that took place in Paul’s life.

Disciple Guide—page 47

With this activity, be sensitive to kids who have not yet trusted
Jesus as their personal Savior. Let them use this time to think
through their convictions. Complete the HeartBeat, revealing
that God has a special purpose for each person.

Inspire

Action
Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives.

Before/After Poster (10 minutes)
This creative art project visually depicts the changes Christ has
made in the students’ lives. Supplies: art paper, markers
Many advertisements show “before” and “after” photos to
encourage people to buy their product. Salvation is not
something to “sell” people on, but when people see the
difference that Jesus makes in someone’s life, they often
want to know more about Him. Give the children paper
and markers and let them make their own before and after
posters. Put the posters up on a bulletin board or in the
hallway. Discuss the powerful impact that changed lives can
have on an unbeliever.
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My Life

OR
Barnabas Plan (10 minutes)

This imagination activity stimulates kids to think
about how Barnabas convinced the disciples to
believe Saul’s conversion was real.

Me before Christ

Challenge children to come up with a plan that
Barnabas could have used to convince the disciples
in Jerusalem that Saul’s conversion was not a trick.
Have students brainstorm ideas that are realistic to
the time period. Discuss the importance of having
someone believe in you. If someone questioned
your conversion, how would you prove that
your conversion was real? Allow an opportunity
for each child to contribute to the conversation.

My Conversion
Me after Christ

Lesson 12

Saul’s conversion story. The disciples finally trusted Saul,
and Saul preached. The Greek Jews tried to kill Saul, but
he went away to Tarsus. The Church was at peace again and
continued to grow. The End. Let your actors take a bow.
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The Holy Spirit transforms people into Christians who follow and serve God.
God had a special purpose for Saul—a way of serving Him that used Saul’s
personality and abilities. God has a special purpose for you!
List your personality traits and abilities:

answ
ers
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How could you use those traits and abilities for God?

Pray and ask God to prepare you for His special purpose!

f Tarsus claims to have met Jesus..................Dramatic escape reported in Damascus..................

47

81

Closing Prayer

Ask children to share their prayer requests and then have
volunteers pray for the requests. Pray for a transformation
to take place in the lives of your students—some to new
life, and some to surrendered life. Ask for opportunities for
the children to share their testimonies of how Christ transformed their lives.

Closing Words

Close with these words if you will be using the review lesson.
Next time we’ll play a game to review all we’ve learned.
Take time to review the Bible stories and reread your
Disciple Guides so you’ll be ready!

Lesson 12

Close with these words if you are moving on to the  next
quarter, Powerful Messengers. We’ve learned that Jesus
commanded His followers to take the Gospel message
everywhere. Eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life and miracles were
the first believers. The Church grew, in spite of persecution. Next time we’ll discover that the Holy Spirit has
special gifts for us.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their
own or at home with a parent.

DiscipleSkill How to Walk in the Spirit

During this quarter, your children will discover what it means to
be filled with the Holy Spirit and how to walk in the Spirit. Each
week they will learn one practical concept that will help them appreciate their personal relationship with Jesus even more!
P-O-W-E-R Train—Show your kids steps they can take to
experience more of God’s power!

DiscipleZone.com

Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/4A12 for:
XploreMore Discover more about Saul’s transformation.
SwordWork Read Acts 9:32-43.
WorldWatch Feel God’s love for the Dalits.
Dee-Cy-Paul Live! Dee discovers Chip has transformed.
KeyVerse Review the previous five verses.
HymnNotes Examine the legacy of “The Church’s One
Foundation.”
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Disciple Guide—
page 48

What is Tabitha
other name? ’s

Dorcas
Find the answer at
DiscipleZone.com/

4A12

