God’s Word is Eternal
Big Idea God protects the Bible so that what it says will stay the same forever.
Bible Passage The Eternal Word—Isaiah 6:1-13, 40:6-8
Jesus, The Word, was always with God (John 1:2). He had no
“beginning” as we know beginnings. He has existed forever
and will exist forever. God’s written, physical Word, however,
has existed for only the past two or three thousand years.
As your children explore the adventure surrounding the
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, once again they see the
eternal power inherent in God’s Word. They will also see
how the prophet Isaiah answered God’s call to service.
Copies of his writings, nearly identical to our versions today,
were found in the Dead Sea caves. Students will learn how
God’s Word lasts forever, and that through the Bible He
still calls them today.

Bible Background

God’s calling on Isaiah’s life is a powerful demonstration
of purpose and direction. In Isaiah 40:6-8, God says to
Isaiah that His Word is eternal, which means that all that
God had said through Isaiah and the other prophets would
come to pass.
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When discovered, the Dead Sea Scrolls were 1000 years
older than any existing manuscripts. The words of those
Biblical manuscripts were essentially the same as the
thousand-years-later copies of the same books. They show
the unchanging and eternal nature of God’s Word.

Teacher Devotional

It is difficult to imagine anything that did not have a
beginning. On earth, everything started with God’s Word.
It will also end with His Word. We are given a hint of God’s
eternal and timeless nature in the idea that He was, is, and
will forever be God. What a mighty God we serve! God’s
eternal power is available as you teach His Word, and those
principles you teach are timeless!
Dear God, help me understand more about You as I look
at what You created in the heavens, in the night sky, in the
midday sun, and in the movement of time. Your message has
gone out to the world. Help me listen and break through the
barriers that hinder me, in order to reach the children in my
class with Your message. Speak to them through Your Word
and meet their needs through Your Spirit. Amen.

In this lesson, your children will...
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Lesson Summary

• Delighted that God’s eternal
Word can be held in their
hands and hearts.

• Excited about answering

Conduct (actions)

D
O

God’s call.

• Amazed at how carefully God
has preserved His Word.
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• Listen for God’s call.
• Respond positively to God’s
call.

• Disciple Skill: Bible Reading—
Look in their Bibles for
examples to follow.
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Make

Disciples
Teacher—Decide where to place these elements
into this lesson.

Opening Prayer

Ask God to stir the hearts of your children to respond to
the calling that He has placed on their lives. Thank God
that He and His Word never change and will stay the same
forever.

WorldWatch

Missionary Biography 12 of 12—Cameron Townsend—World
Travel and Famous People Missionary stories can have a profound
impact on a child. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative.
Download discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Lesson 12

Cameron and Elaine Townsend had many adventures.
Once, the plane in which they were flying crashed in
the jungle. They were injured, but they survived. After
working in Peru, they returned to the United States. From
there they traveled a great deal, speaking in meetings and
inviting people to join Wycliffe Bible Translators. For a
while they lived in the Soviet Union (now Russia). The
Soviet Union was a Communist country at that time.
They set up Bible translation work there. The Townsends
traveled all over the world. They rejoiced every time a new
Bible translation was completed! In December 1981, Uncle
Cam (as people loved to call him) became very weak. The
doctors told him he had leukemia. Cameron Townsend
died on April 23, 1982, at the age of 85. Today the organizations Cameron began continue to grow. Because of his
efforts, many linguists, pilots and mechanics, teachers,
medical workers, and more have joined the work of Bible
translation. Their goal is to begin a translation of the New
Testament in every language on earth by 2025. Cameron
Townsend began as a skinny farm boy and became a
world statesman. He proved that we serve a God who still
does the impossible.
Missions Education—The Universal Message
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

DISCIPLESHIP TIP
Be sensitive to where your children are as students. If
one child has a hard time reading out loud but is great
at sports, call on him for movement-based activities. If
another child can read but is clumsy, call on her to read
out loud. Always try to show off and encourage the
calling that is on your students’ lives.
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KeyVerse

Topic: Review
Reference: Nehemiah 8:8, 2 Timothy 2:15, Psalm 19:7a,
Psalm 33:4, Hebrews 4:12a
Memorization Activity: Before class, draw five closed
treasure chests on five sheets of paper, and five open chests
on the flip side of each paper. In the open chests, write
the memory verse reference. You can download these at           
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Divide the class into five teams, showing them the “closed”
chests. Have a team pick a chest. Flip the paper over, and at
least one volunteer from the team should say the memory
verse. After all five chests are revealed, mix them up and flip
them over again. Continue as time allows.

The Bible Came from God

Download the entire recitation at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
Build from the previous lessons and teach children the
following:
God’s Word (lower hands from heaven with palms open)
Is eternal. (sweep hand from right to left across body)

Bonus Resources

Access free downloads for this lesson at
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
• Contemporary Dee Cy Paul Chip (discipleship) story
• Drama skit and puppet script
• More activity ideas
• Activity templates and resources
• Explore Scripture teacher notecards

SUPPLIES
General Supplies

Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 45-48)
Pencils, markers, crayons
Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples

No additional supplies

Spark Interest

• A PUZZLING THING: puzzles with 25 pieces
• TIME CAPSULE: that day’s paper, box or container

Explore Scripture

Teaching Picture 2A.23—Dead Sea discovery
Teaching Picture 2A.24—Isaiah and the angel

Inspire Action

• THE MINI-BIBLE: no additional supplies
• HERE I AM: none

Interest
Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students
and grab their attention.

A Puzzling Thing (10-15 minutes)

This demonstration shows how scholars and scientists put the
Dead Sea Scrolls together. Supplies: puzzles with 25 or fewer
pieces

Disciple Guide—page 45

Divide children into the same number of groups that you
have puzzles. Give each group a puzzle, and ask the groups
to turn all the pieces upside down. When you say, “go,”
have students try to put the puzzles together looking at only
the cardboard side of each piece. See which group wins.
Switch the puzzles to different groups and repeat the game
a few more times, making sure that all the puzzle pieces
are turned over. Was it harder to put the puzzle together
without the pictures to help you? Today we’ll learn
about people who did this same type of work on some
scroll fragments and the amazing thing they
found when they were finished!
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Time Capsule (15 minutes)

Inform the children they will be learning about a great
treasure discovered in their grandparents’ time as they do
the dot-to-dot. Complete this page at the beginning of class
or after a Spark Interest activity.
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Discuss how next year’s class will be able to tell what was
important to this class by their drawings. Hold up your Bible.
In a way, the Bible is like a time capsule. It contains all
sorts of treasures: songs, stories, and beautiful prayers.
And, best of all, it is a treasure map to God. When we read
the Bible, we learn more and more about what God is like.
You can tell which things are important to God by reading
what He has put in His “time capsule”—His Word.

Spark

God’s Word is Eternal
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This comparison helps children understand how
the Bible is eternal. Supplies: box or container,
d
F in
newspaper headlines, paper, markers
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Connect the dots to show
where treasure was found!

Hold up the front page of a newspaper. If we
buried this newspaper in the ground, what
would it look like 100 years from now? Discuss
damage, decay, and how the paper might be gone
or greatly changed. Explain that this class is
going to make a time capsule, a container where
people put things to keep them safe so others in
the future can see them and understand what the
world was like in the past.
After a brief discussion of what they would like
to include, pass out paper and markers so that
children can draw pictures of things that perhaps
next year’s class would enjoy learning. Then place
the newspaper headlines for the day and all your
students’ drawings into your time capsule box.
Save it for next year’s class. (If you used this
lesson last year, pull out last year’s time capsule
and add items to it.)
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Can you guess what the treasure was?
2A • How We Got the Bible • Lesson 12
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The writings were worth more than any gold or rubies,
because they told us more about the Bible.

Explore

Scripture
Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides.

Isaiah 6:1-13, 40:6-8

Open your Bible to Isaiah 6:1-13. Today we are going to
learn about an amazing discovery that was made not so
long ago. Although it may seem long to us, it was less than
100 years ago—we already had cars and airplanes and
telephones. In the spring of 1947, a young shepherd boy
tended his flock of goats near the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea
is near the area where David may have watched over his
flock of sheep as a boy. This part of the world has many
cliffs, and the boy, Jum’ a Muhammad, followed his goats
and found a small opening between two large rocks.
Lesson 12

Jum’ peered inside, but it was too dark to see anything.
Where did it lead? What was in there? The opening
was too small for Jum’ to go inside. He decided to toss
a stone into the darkness, though, and was startled to
hear the sound of something breaking! What
would you think you found if you were Jum’?
Encourage responses.
The next day, Jum’ returned with two friends,
hoping to find some long-lost treasure. One
of the friends, named Wolf, was a slender boy
who squeezed through the opening. Inside,
Wolf noticed clay jars against the wall and
broken pieces of pottery under his feet. Inside
one of the jars, Wolf pulled out a smelly
piece of tattered cloth—an old scroll! Show
the Teaching Picture 2A.23 of the
Dead Sea discovery. Little did Wolf
know that he had discovered an
ancient library. What do you find
in a library? Give children time to
answer.

Insects, moisture, and the passage of so much time had
left some scrolls brittle, crumbly, and almost impossible
to read. Many were in tiny pieces, nearly dust. Even the
ink used by the ancient people had eaten away at the
scrolls. Try to imagine unrolling a scroll that was as
brittle as a cracker!
A few scrolls were in surprisingly good condition,
though. In all, more than 15,000 fragments were
retrieved. It took a long time to piece all of them
together like it would take to put together pieces from
600 different puzzles. If you put together a puzzle, you
might use the lid of it to see the final picture. With the
Dead Sea scrolls, they used the Bible as a guide!
After all of the piecing, translating, and studying was done,
the writings were found to be very similar to our modern
versions of the Bible, showing once again that God’s Word is
eternal and unchanging. The paper or leather that the Bible
is written on will not last forever, but the Word itself will.

The Eternal Word—Isaiah 6:1-13, 40:6-8
What year did the boys discover the scrolls?
Use the code to get the answer.

7 5 9
8 1 3
4 2 6
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This copy of Isaiah’s prophecy was
discovered near the Dead Sea.

Over the next nine years, archaeologists and scientists discovered ten more caves filled with clay
pots and ancient manuscripts. Some pots were
small and others were taller than any of you!
Many of the manuscripts were written in
Hebrew and Aramaic—early copies of books
of the Bible. In fact, portions of all of the Old
Testament books, except the book of Esther,
were contained in the caves. Some of the
earthen pots held other treasures of the past—
like writings that told about the people and
laws of that time. Jum’ and his friends thought
they had discovered a treasure, and they had!

46

Jerusalem
Dead Sea
caves

Color the Dead Sea
on the map.
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One especially exciting find was the scroll that contained
the Book of Isaiah. This leather scroll was in good shape,
and many were surprised to find how remarkably close it
was to the Book of Isaiah today. Those who trusted God
were not surprised—they knew God had made sure His
Word would stay the same through time.

faithfully served God and helped spread His messages.
How can we say, “Yes, here I am,” to God like Isaiah
did? Allow responses. God used Isaiah to keep His Word
alive by writing down everything that God told him to
write. God also keeps His Word alive today by having
people like you and me share it with our friends.

Show the Teaching Picture 2A.24 of Isaiah.
Isaiah was a devoted prophet of God.
When he was a young man God gave Isaiah
a glimpse of His eternal kingdom (Isaiah
6:1-4). Isaiah saw the throne of the LORD, the beauty
and power of God. His ears were treated to the singing
and praises of angels. What a sight! In Isaiah’s vision, an
angel touched his lips with a hot coal. But the coal did
not burn Isaiah. Instead, it did something wonderful.
It removed Isaiah’s sins. It was then that Isaiah, even
though he already had a busy job as a scribe, volunteered
to be a messenger for God.

Disciple Guide—page 46
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Help children write the answer from Isaiah 40:8 in the space
provided. Complete the HeartBeat.

Inspire

Action
Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives.
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Isaiah the Prophet
what God said. What did Isaiah say
would last forever? (Isaiah 40:8)
Draw an O in each space.

The

W O RD
Of GOD

This discussion allows students to interact with the
book of Isaiah and the Bible. Supplies: Bible

How many books are in the Bible? (66.) How
many chapters are in Isaiah? (66.) Explain that
the first 39 books of the Bible (Old Testament)
are about laws and judgment, and the first 39
chapters of Isaiah are also about God’s judgment.
The last 27 books of the Bible (New Testament) are
about Jesus, forgiveness, and salvation. The last 27
chapters of Isaiah are called “Songs of the Servant”
and talk about Jesus, forgiveness, and salvation.

God protects the Bible so that what

it says will stay the same forever.
looked for someone to speak
B EAT God
to His people for Him.

me

The Mini-Bible (15 minutes)

The Book of Isaiah has been called a “miniBible”—kind of like a “Bible within a Bible.”
Let’s look at what the writings of Isaiah have in
common with the whole Bible. Draw a vertical line
on the board with “Isaiah” written on one side and
“Bible” on the other. Jot down similarities as you go.
Have kids use their Bibles to answer these questions.

Isaiah listened to God. He wrote down

Isaiah said, “Here am I. Send
(Isaiah 6:8)

Lesson 12

God asked Isaiah a question, “Whom shall I send?” with
Isaiah answered, “Here I am. Send me!” For more than
fifty years, and through some difficult times, Isaiah

Relate to children the time and geography of the Dead Sea
scrolls discovery.

.”

Tell God, “Here I am, Lord,” like Isaiah did.
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Why do you think the book of Isaiah is known
as the mini-Bible? Let’s take a look at 2 Corinthians 4:18. Read it to the class, or ask for a
volunteer to read it. The Word will last forever;
not the paper, ink, and binding—those are
“earthly” things—but what God says will last
forever! Just as God has always existed—He
has no beginning and no end—the Word has
also always existed. Of course, it wasn’t written
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down until God gave it to His people during the past
few thousand years, but it was always there.
Can you name things that have a beginning and end?   
What may seem like a long time to us isn’t long to God.
Read Isaiah 40:8. How can you tell God that you want
Him to use you like He used Isaiah?

Closing Prayer

Pass out notecards. Ask children to write or draw a praise,
confession, and request. Have the children bow their heads
and close their eyes. Say, “Thank you, God,” and anyone
who wants to pray aloud may give God thanks or praise.
Say, “I’m sorry,” and kids may confess. Say, “Please,” and
give them time to make requests.

Lesson 12

Close by praying that all your children would grasp the incredible truth that Jesus Christ is the eternal Word of God.
Ask God to reveal Himself through His Word. Kids may
place their note cards in the envelopes at the bottom of the
Prayer Poster—pray for them all week.

Closing Words

If you are doing the Review lesson next, use these words:
God’s Word will last forever. Next time, we will celebrate
everything we have learned about God’s Holy Word!
Use these words for Why We Got the Bible, lesson one:
God’s Word will last forever. Next time, we will learn
about how the Bible can be like a computer program!

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their
own or at home with a parent.

Disciple Skill How to Use My Bible

During this quarter, your students will learn skills important
for using their Bibles. Each lesson is designed to build upon
previous ones, so make sure your kids are “caught up” and
review if necessary.
Bible Reading—Your students should be good at this
activity by now. Look for any child who may still be struggling and spend extra time reviewing the procedure.

DiscipleZone.com

Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/3A12 for:
XploreMore Discover more about the eternal Word.
SwordWork Read Psalms 15-16
WorldWatch Learn about the Kurdish church.
Dee-Cy-Paul Live! Cy and Paul are stuck indoors.
KeyVerse Review the previous five verses.
HymnNotes Examine the legacy of “How Firm a
Foundation.”
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