
Zephaniah
While Judah was more righteous than her sister to the 
north, she was not without error. As the generations 
passed, the nation drifted farther and farther into the 
sins of idolatry, sexual immorality, injustice and pride. 
Although King Manasseh repented and tried to make 
up for his wicked reign, his son, Amon, doubled down 
on his father’s iniquity. After Amon’s assassination, the 
young Josiah ascended to the throne. It was in this time 

of uncertainty that God raised up the prophet Zephaniah 
to warn the king of Judah’s guilt and coming destruction. 

Happily, as too rarely happened, the king heeded the 
words of the prophet. The book ends with a song of 

salvation for all those who walk in faith before the Lord.
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About Zephaniah
Author: Zephaniah
Date: ca. 625 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To call the people of Judah to repentance for their godless idolatry with the threat of  
 judgment, and to comfort those who would repent.
Characteristics: Strength of expression, both in the condemnation of Judah’s sin and the 
 coming hope for the faithful remnant.

Outline
I. Prophecy Against Judah (1:1-2:3)
 A. Superscription (1:1)
 B. God Will Judge the Wicked (1:2-6)
 C. The Day of the Lord (1:7-18)
 D. Call to Repentance (2:1-3)
II. Prophecy Against Foreign Nations (2:4-3:7)
 A. Against Philistia (2:4-7)
 B. Against Moab and Ammon (2:8-11)
 C. Against Ethiopia (2:12)
 D. Against Assyria (2:13-15)
 E. Against Jerusalem and Judah (3:1-7)
III. Prophecy of Salvation (3:8-20)
 A. Deliverance for the Righteous (3:8-13)
 B. Rejoice in the Lord (3:14-20)

Questions to Think About
1.) Zephaniah was a member of the royal family, a descendant of Hezekiah. God used  
 men like him as well as common people like Amos, the farmer from Tekoa. What  
 does this teach us about not respecting status or station?

2.) Zephaniah talks a lot about the Day of the Lord, especially in chapter 1. What does this  
 phrase mean? How does the book of Zephaniah contribute to a biblical 
 understanding of the end of the world?

3.) God makes very clear in this book that the righteous will escape His judgment if they  
 will remain faithul. How do the comforting words of chapter 3 speak to you?

Prince Zephaniah?
Zephaniah opens with a unique superscription. The prophet gives not only the name 
of his father, but the four previous generations of his heritage. This informs us that 
Zephaniah was the great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah, one of Judah’s most godly 
kings. Zephaniah was part of the royal family. It also informs us that he prophesied 
during the reign of Josiah, who also rose to become one of the brightest points in the 
history of Judah. While Josiah was the son of the wicked King Amon, he brought about 
the greatest revival the Kingdom had ever seen. It seems that the king was prophesied 
to by his royal cousin. This makes the story that much more intimate and reveals the 
great bravery of Zephaniah. God preserved a man of the house of David to lead the 

dynasty away from idolatry and back to Himself.

Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of Josiah and 
was the descendant of Hezekiah. Both of these godly 
kings stood out from the others because of their 
destruction of the high places in Israel. Idolatrous 
worship at this time usually took place at the 
top of a mountain, a “high place,” where an 
altar was built. God had ordained the Temple in 
Jerusalem to be the only place where sacrifice could 
be offered, but this custom was so ingrained that even 
Judah’s godly kings were afraid to remove them.

An ancient altar on a mountaintop 
in Israel, like the high places 

described in the Old Testament.

Hezekiah
High places removed

|
Manasseh
High places restored

|
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High places continued

|
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High places removed

adapted from The World and the Word



Through	the	Bible	–	Zephaniah	
The	Song	of	the	Lord	
	
Introduction	
	 The	book	of	Zephaniah	opens	with	a	familiar	refrain:	because	Judah	was	unwilling	to	
repent	they	would	experience	the	mighty	wrath	of	God.	This	prophecy	came	to	be	fulfilled	
in	586	B.C.	when	Babylon	made	their	final	incursion	into	Judah,	destroying	Jerusalem	and	
the	Temple.	The	prophet’s	words	paint	a	picture	of	a	dreadful	day	of	judgment.	Zephaniah	
describes	this	day	as	one	of	bitterness,	wrath,	trouble,	distress,	devastation,	desolation,	
darkness,	gloominess	and	thick	darkness.	But	the	prophet	also	looks	forward	to	a	time	of	
great	joy	and	restoration.	In	Zephaniah	3:14-17	we	not	only	hear	the	Lord’s	exhortation	for	
Israel	to	rejoice	in	her	salvation	but	we	get	a	glimpse	into	how	the	Lord	will	react	when	
Israel’s	salvation	is	fully	realized.	
	
The	Return	of	the	King	
	 Zephaniah	3:14-16	speaks	of	a	special	day	in	Israel’s	future	that	should	bring	Israel	
great	joy.	This	is	the	Day	of	the	Lord.	Often	the	Day	of	the	Lord	is	thought	of	only	in	terms	of	
judgment,	but	as	we	see	here	it	also	includes	great	blessing.	This	day	of	rejoicing	has	not	
yet	been	realized	by	Israel	(Romans	11:25-26).	This	speaks	of	the	time	following	the	
seventieth	week	of	Daniel	when	the	Kingdom	of	God	is	established	upon	the	earth.	It	is	the	
time	when	Israel	receives	Jesus	as	their	Messiah	and	calls	upon	Him	for	salvation.	This	
confession	of	Jesus	as	Lord	will	take	place	in	the	last	hours	of	the	Great	Tribulation.	This	
will	fulfill	the	condition	Jesus	set	for	Israel	to	meet	before	they	would	see	Him	again	(Luke	
13:35).	Their	judgments	will	be	removed,	their	enemy	will	be	destroyed	and	“The	King	of	
Israel”	will	be	among	them.	A	day	of	great	joy!	
	 Every	believer	can	rejoice	today	for	the	same	reasons.	As	believers,	Jesus	has	taken	
our	judgment	in	His	body	(1	Peter	2:24),	He	has	destroyed	our	enemy	(Colossians	2:15)	
and	He	dwells	within	us	(2	Corinthians	1:22).	Too	often	our	hearts	look	for	fulfillment	in	
something	more	than	redemption	and	the	Lord’s	presence	in	our	lives.	David	understood	
that	the	presence	of	the	Lord	was	key	to	the	fullness	of	joy	(Psalm	16:11).	When	we	lack	joy	
it	is	a	clear	indication	that	we	have	drifted	from	that	place	of	abiding	with	Jesus.		Jesus	told	
us	that	we	should	rejoice	that	our	names	are	written	in	heaven	(Luke	10:20).	Our	
relationship	with	God	and	His	presence	in	our	lives	is	the	fountainhead	of	all	joy.	The	day	of	
Israel’s	national	joy	is	in	the	future,	but	this	does	not	keep	any	person	from	individually	
experiencing	the	joys	of	salvation	today.	
	 Then	Zephaniah	3:17	gives	us	four	lines	of	blessings	that	Israel	will	experience	as	
the	result	of	God	in	their	midst.	“The	Lord	your	God	in	your	midst,	the	Mighty	One,	will	
save;	He	will	rejoice	over	you	with	gladness,	He	will	quiet	you	with	His	love,	He	will	rejoice	



over	you	with	singing.”	The	picture	painted	with	this	Hebraic	poetry	is	tender	and	
profound.	Lines	two	through	four	provide	a	very	relatable	word	picture	of	a	parent	gently	
attending	their	child.	You	have	perhaps	experienced	this	tenderness	and	joy	within	your	
own	family.	Consider	God	rejoicing,	singing,	quieting	you.	It’s	amazing!	God	is	sovereign	
and	omnipotent,	but	also	tender.		
	
The	Song	of	the	Lord	
	 The	Lord	will	return	a	second	time	to	earth	to	rescue	and	save	Israel.	Unlike	the	first	
coming,	when	He	was	rejected,	Israel	will	be	calling	upon	Him	for	help	and	confessing	Him	
as	Lord	(Romans	10:9-10).	On	this	day	not	only	will	the	Lord	judge	and	save	but	He	will	
also	sing!	What	a	scene	this	will	be,	to	watch	the	King	of	Israel	break	out	in	song	over	His	
people.	We	know	from	the	New	Testament	that	it	was	“for	joy”	that	Jesus	endured	the	cross	
(Hebrews	12:2),	joy	over	the	salvation	that	would	come	to	men.	Therefore,	it	is	not	a	
stretch	to	consider	that	Jesus	will	express	this	joy	in	song.	It	has	been	almost	two	thousand	
years	since	Christ	came	the	first	time	to	the	lost	house	of	Israel.	When	that	day	finally	
comes,	when	Israel	receives	God’s	salvation,	the	Savior	Himself	will	break	forth	with	
singing.		
	 It	also	says	that	He	will	quiet	them	with	His	love.	Commentators	are	unanimous	that	
this	phrase	is	difficult	to	translate.	There	are	several	suggested	renderings	of	this	line,	but	
Albert	Barnes	emphasizes	that	however	you	translate	it,	the	point	is	that	the	Lord	will	be	
quiet	in	love	and	not	bring	up	past	failures.1	There	is	no	chiding	of	the	Lord	when	Israel	
finally	confesses	Him	as	Savior,	only	rejoicing.	We	are	reminded	of	the	Lord’s	great	grace	in	
this	passage.	We	know	that	God	does	not	condemn	His	redeemed,	but	to	read	that	the	Lord	
will	remain	silent	in	love	adds	solemnity	to	this	grace.	God	is	not	silent	in	disgust,	but	in	
love.	The	Lord	is	so	overjoyed	that	His	plan	of	redemption	is	complete.	When	He	does	
finally	speak,	it	is	a	song	of	joy.			
	
Conclusion	
	 We	are	quite	familiar	with	the	redeemed	singing	to	the	Lord,	but	this	picture	of	the	
Lord	singing	to	the	redeemed	is	strange.	Such	beauty	and	love	is	expressed	in	this	song	of	
the	Lord.	How	do	you	express	the	joy	of	your	salvation?	Has	your	joy	grown	lifeless	and	
unimpressive?	God	forbid	that	we	would	have	less	joy	over	our	own	salvation	than	the	one	
who	saved	us.	We	are	the	ones	that	had	everything	to	lose!	Look	forward	to	the	day	when	
God	sings	over	Israel.	The	Scriptures	declare	that	the	saints	of	the	Lord	will	accompany	
Him	on	His	second	coming	to	earth	(Revelation	19:11-16).	That	being	the	case,	you	will	
have	a	front	row	seat	to	watch	the	Lord	break	out	in	songs	of	joy	over	Israel.	What	a	holy	
moment	it	will	be	to	watch	our	Savior	receive	the	reward	of	His	suffering.		
																																																								

1 Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes on the Old Testament, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 
Under: "Zephaniah 3". 
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