
Revelation
The final book of the Canon fittingly enough talks about the 
end of the world. The apostle John was given a vision of what 
would take place at the end, and he wrote them down in what 
we call the book of Revelation. The first several chapters are 

actually mini-epistles written to seven churches from the 
province of Asia from Jesus Christ Himself. Then John 

launches into descriptions of the sights he saw of the unveiling 
of the Lord’s plan. Revelation is full of figurative language and 
is highly symbolic. It can be daunting at first, but when read in 

tandem with the rest of Scripture, especially books like 
Daniel and Zechariah, it becomes clearer. It describes the rise 

of a final, godless empire that will crush those who worship the 
true God and lay siege to Jerusalem. The book ends with the 
return of Christ and defeat of the Antichrist, leading to Jesus’ 

reign for 1,000 years. After a final rebellion, judgment will 
come and God will restore all things. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!
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About Revelation
Author: John 
Date: 96 AD
Genre: Epistolary Prophecy
Purpose: John records the end-times events concerning God’s 
wrath being poured out on the earth, the defeat of sin and Satan, the establishment of Christ’s 
millenial reign upon the earth, and the coming eternal state where all things are made new.
Characteristics: Contains prophecy concerning the end-times, imagery, and 
motifs that are rooted in the Old Testament prophets, and patterns of the number seven. 

The Judgments of the Tribulation
Judgment Description Details

1st Seal White Horse & Rider 
with Bow, Crown

The Antichrist comes on the scene into power and influence promising 
peace and prosperity and makes a peace agreement with Israel

2nd Seal Red Horse Wars break out across the earth among the nations.

3rd Seal Black Horse & Rider 
with Scales in Hands Great famine of unthinkable proportions sweeps across the world.

4th Seal Pale Horse & Rider 
Named Death One quarter of the world’s population is destroyed in mass-death.

5th Seal Martyrs Under an Altar The cries of the martyrs come before the Lord, and persecution comes 
against the Tribulation saints.

6th Seal Cosmic Disturbances Brings in earthquakes, stars fall from heaven, and a blackout of the sun. 

7th Seal Silence in Heaven; Seven 
Trumpets Revealed

Thunders, lightnings, and an earthquake on the earth. This seal gives way to 
the trumpet judgments.

Seal
Judgments
Revelation 6; 8:1-6

Trumpet 
Judgments
Revelation 8:7-9:21; 
11:16-19

Bowl/Vial  
Judgments
Revelation 16

Judgment Description Details

1st Trumpet Hail & Fire 
Mingled with Blood One-third of the vegetation is destroyed by hail and fire.

2nd Trumpet Great Burning 
Mountain Thrown into Sea

One-third of the living creatures in the seas die because one-third of the 
seas turned to blood after the “great mountain” was thrown into the sea.

3rd Trumpet Great Star, Wormwood, 
Falls from Heaven

Wormwood strikes the earth and makes one-third of the fresh water 
bitter, causing many men to die.

4th Trumpet Lights of Heaven Struck Darkness comes upon the earth during both the day and night as 
one-third of the light of the sun, moon, and stars is struck.

5th Trumpet
(1st Woe)

Locusts from the 
Bottomless Pit

Demons are released upon the earth to torment man for a period of 
five months. The wicked will not be able to escape their torment, even 

through death, since death will “flee from them.”
6th Trumpet
(2nd Woe)

Four Angels Released 
from Euphrates

One-third of unsaved mankind dies as a result of another demonic 
invasion, totaling a release of 200 million unclean spirits upon the earth.

7th Trumpet
(3rd Woe)

Silence in Heaven; Seven 
Trumpets Revealed This seal gives way to the bowl judgments.

Judgment Description Details

1st Bowl Bowl Poured Out on 
the Earth

Painful, loathsome sores come upon those who took the mark of the beast and 
who worshipped his image. 

2nd Bowl Bowl Poured Out on 
the Sea The seas are turned to blood and all of the sea life dies.

3rd Bowl Bowl Poured Out on 
Rivers and Springs All of the fresh water on the earth turns to blood.

4th Bowl Bowl Poured Out 
on the Sun

The sun begins to scorch man. Even with this torment, man continues 
to blaspheme God.

5th Bowl Bowl Poured Out on 
the Throne of the Beast

The beast’s kingdom becomes full of darkness, and immense pain comes upon 
man so much so they gnaw their tongues.

6th Bowl Bowl Poured Out on 
Euphrates

Unclean spirits of demons are unleashed upon the earth to gather the 
world to battle God.

7th Bowl Bowl Poured Out 
in the Air

The earth is greatly shaken such that islands disappear and mountains fall, 
and great hailstones pummel man.

 “The evidence for the Johannine authorship is based first on the fact that four times the writer calls himself by the 
name John (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). Describing himself as a “servant” (1:1) and “your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ” (1:9), John never states that he is an apostle. Taking into consideration, however, 
that in the Fourth Gospel there is a similar anonymity, this does not seem to be strange. Most conservative expositors 
regard the name John as genuine rather than a pseudonym as is common in nonscriptural apocalyptic books. There is 
really no solid evidence against accepting John the Apostle as the author, and there is much that confirms it. In fact, it may 
be argued that the reference to John without further identification would presume a familiarity on the part of the readers 
which would make naming him unnecessary.
 The evidence for John the Apostle hangs largely on the question whether the Apostle John actually was exiled 
on the Isle of Patmos, as the author of this book claims (1:9). There is good historical evidence in support of this claim. 
Clement of Alexandria refers to the Apostle John as returning from the Isle of Patmos.9 Eusebius not only affirms John’s 
return from the isle but dates it immediately following the death of Domitian, which occurred in a.d. 96.10

 Irenaeus adds his confirming word when he states that John lived in Ephesus after returning from Patmos until 
the reign of Trajan.11 Though the Scriptures do not dogmatically confirm that John the Apostle is the author, the existing 
evidence is heavily in favor of this conclusion.
 Related to the total problem is the question of date of the book. Though the tendency among conservative scholars 
has been to regard the date as a.d. 95 or 96, some have contended for an earlier date, such as 68 or 69, a conclusion 
supported by such worthies as Westcott, Light-foot, Hort, Salmon, and others.12 The early date is supposedly supported 
by a statement attributed to Papias to the effect that John the Apostle was martyred before the destruction of Jerusalem in 
a.d. 70. Swete in his thorough discussion of this point feels that if the statement of Papias is to be considered genuine, “it 
disposes of the apostolic authorship of the Apocalypse.”13 Accordingly, Swete concludes that if the evidence of Papias be 
acknowledged, the probability is that John the Elder is the John referred to in the book of Revelation.
 The evidence for the early date, before a.d. 70, which depends both upon the genuineness of the quotation from 
Papias and the question whether Papias knew what he was talking about, has been challenged by many conservative 
scholars. The majority opinion seems to be that the traditional date of 95 or 96 has better support. The historical evidence 
previously cited from Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, and Irenaeus would be left without any explanation if John the 
Apostle actually suffered martyrdom before the destruction of Jerusalem in a.d. 70. As previously noted, Irenaeus placed 
the writing of the book in the reign of Domitian, which ended a.d. 96.
 The weight of evidence is against accepting the testimony of Papias as valid and is for setting the date as 95 or 96. 
In any case, there is little tendency among scholars who accept the inspiration of the Apocalypse to place the date later 
as some liberal scholars have attempted to do. It is most significant that in many cases the theological bias against the 
chiliastic teaching of the book of Revelation seems to be the actual motive in rejecting the apostolic authorship. Based 
on the historical evidence, the date, therefore, must be before the death of Domitian, who was assassinated in a.d. 96, as 
the apostle was apparently released from his exile shortly after this. Interpretative problems, such as those raised by the 
identification of the seven kings of Revelation 17:10, are not of sufficient weight to challenge the historical evidence for the 
traditional date. The contents of the book fit this time.”

When Did John Receive The Revelation?

Excerpt from John Walvoord Revelation article at walvoord.com/article/277



I. The Things Past: Christ (1:1-20)
 A. Introduction (1:1-8)
 B. The Vision of Christ (1:9-20)
II. The Things Present: The Messages to the Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)
III. The Things Future: The Consummation (4:1-22:5)
 A. Introduction: The Vision of Heaven (4:1-5:14)
 B. The Seven Seal Judgments (6:1-8:1)
  1. First Seal: White Horse (6:1-2)
  2. Second Seal: Red Horse (6:3-4)
  3. Third Seal: Black Horse (6:5-6)
  4. Fourth Seal: Pale Horse (6:7-8)
  5. Fifth Seal: Martyrs (6:9-11)
  6. Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances (6:12-17)
  (Parenthesis 1: The 144,000 Israelites and Innumerable Multitude [7:1-17])
   a. Sealing of the 144,000 (7:1-8)
   b. The Tribulation Saints (7:9-17)
  7. Seventh Seal: Revealing of the Trumpet Judgments (8:1)
 C. The Seven Trumpet Judgments (8:2-11:19)
  1. First Trumpet: 1/3 of Vegetation Destroyed (8:2-7)
  2. Second Trumpet: 1/3 of Seas Destoyed (8:8-9)
  3. Third Trumpet: 1/3 of Fresh Water Destroyed (8:10-11)
  4. Fourth Trumpet: 1/3 of Heavens Darkened (8:12-13)
  5. Fifth Trumpet: Demonic Torment (9:1-12)
  6. Sixth Trumpet: 1/3 of Unsaved Die from Another Demonic Attack (9:13-21)
  (Parenthesis 2: The Little Book and the Two Witnesses [10:1-11:14])
   a. The Little Book (10:1-11)
   b. The Two Witnesses (11:1-14)
  (Parenthesis 3: The Woman and the War [3:12-17])
  7. Seventh Trumpet: Revealing of the Bowl Judgments (11:15-19)
  (Parenthesis 4: The Two Beasts [13:1-18])
   a. The Beast Out of the Sea (13:1-10)
   b. The Beast Out of the Land (3:11-18)
  (Parenthesis 5: The The Judgment by the Lamb [14:1-20])
 D. The Seven Bowl Judgments (15:1-16:21)
  1. Prelude to the Judgments (15:1-16:1)
  2. First Bowl: Sores (16:2)
  3. Second Bowl: Seas Turn to Blood (16:3)
  4. Third Bowl: Fresh Waters Turn to Blood (16:4-7)
  5. Fourth Bowl: Sun Scorches Man (16:8-9)
  6. Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain (16:10-11)
  7. Sixth Bowl: Unclean Spirits Unleashed (16:12-16)
  8. Seventh Bowl: Earth is Shaken, Hailstones (16:17-21) 
 E. The Scarlet Woman and the Beast (17:1-18)
 F. The Destruction of Babylon (18:1-19:10)
  1. Babylon Falls and the World Mourns (18:1-24)
  2. Heaven Rejoices in Babylon’s Defeat (19:1-10)
 G. The Second Coming of Christ (19:11-20:15)
  1. Christ Returns, Defeats the Beast and the Armies (19:11-21)
  2. Satan Bound 1,000 Years (20:1-3) 
  3. The Millenial Reign of Christ (20:4-6)
  4. Satan’s Rebellion Crushed; Satan Cast into Lake of Fire for Eternity (20:7-10)
  5. The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) 
 F. All Things Are Made New (21:1-22:5) 
  1. The New Heaven and New Earth (21:1-8) 
  2. The New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5) 
IV. Epilogue: The Return of Christ Is Near (22:6-21) 

Outline

Outline adapted from Daniel B. Wallace at bible.org

Key People in Revelation 11 & 12

Jesus Christ

The Faithful Witness

The Firstborn from the Dead

The Ruler of the Kings of the 
Earth

The Alpha and Omega

The Beginning and the End

The First and the Last

The Son of Man

He Who Holds the Seven Stars

He Who Walks in the Midst of 
the Lampstands

The Son of God

The One with Eyes Like a Flame 
of Fire & Feet of Brass

The Amen

The Faithful and True Witness

The Beginning of the Creation 
of God

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah

The Root of David

The Lamb Who was Slain

The God of Heaven

Lord God Almighty

The Child

King of the Saints

Lord of Lords

King of Kings

Faithful and True

The Word of God

The Great God

The Bright and Morning Star

Titles of Jesus 
in Revelation

List adapted from Harold L. Wilmington

Questions to Think About
1.) In Chapters 2-3, Jesus addresses seven churches throughout Asia Minor. What are  
 the characteristics of the churches Jesus commends? What are the characteristics of  
 the churches Jesus rebukes? 

2.) Revelation Chapters 6-19 deal with the judgment of the world through the seal, 
 trumpet, and bowl judgments. What is the purpose of these judgments? Why will  
 God bring forth these judgments upon the world in such a cataclysmic fashion?

3.) Revelation 21:1-7 gives us a glimpse of the New Heaven and New Earth. What sort of  
 impact should this future hope of ours have on our lives in the here and now?

The Beast from 
the Earth

The Beast from 
the Sea The Dragon The Two 

Witnesses
The Woman &

The Child

This is who is known as the 
False Prophet. The False 

Prophet is one who rules over 
the world economy, forcing 
others to take the mark of 

the beast. He also performs 
signs, and deceives others into 

worshipping the Antichrist.

This one is recognized as the 
Antichrist, the one mentioned 
througout Revelation as “the 
beast.” This is the one who 

will arrive on the world scene 
and promise peace, especially 
with Israel. He will eventually 
strike the covenant signed with 
Israel and set himself up to be 

worshipped in the Temple.

The dragon that is referenced 
throughout Revelation is Satan. 

He is the driving force behind the 
forces of evil that will eventually 
attempt to defeat Jesus at the end 
of the Tribulation. He is the one 

who attempted to destroy Christ, 
but ultimately did not prevail, 
and will eventually be cast into 

the lake of fire.

Many regard these two witnesses 
as Moses and Elijah. Because of 

the works they are able to perform 
in calling down fire from heaven, 

and turning water into blood, they 
see a return of these two as the 

witnesses in Revelation 11. Others 
believe they could simply be two 
men whom God raises up from 
the remnant to be those faithful 

witnesses.

The woman is widely regarded as 
Israel, the one who brought forth 
the Messiah. The child mentioned 

in Revelation 12 is Jesus, the 
One whom the dragon, Satan, 
attempted to destroy. He is the 

One who rules all nations with a 
rod of iron, who will soon triumph 
over the Antichrist, False Prophet, 

and all the forces of evil 

Information in timeline adapted from The Footsteps of the Messiah by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum. Timeline created by Joel Denney



Church Passage Good Works Charge Jesus’ Instruction

Ephesus Chapter 2:1-7 Labor, patience, no tolerance for evil 
ones; discernment of false apostles Left their first love Repent and do the first 

works

Smyrna Chapter 2:8-11 Perseverance through tribulation 
and poverty --- Be faithful until death

Pergamum Chapter 2:12-17 Held fast to Christ’s name, did not 
deny faith in persecution

Compromise in 
doctrine, lifestyle

Repent from 
compromise

Thyatira Chapter 2:18-19 Love, service, faith, patience Corruption, tolerance 
of immorality

Repent and hold fast 
and keep Christ’s works

Sardis Chapter 3:1-6 --- Name that is alive, but 
truly dead

Be watchful, strengthen 
what remains, hold fast, 

repent

Philadelphia Chapter 3:7-13 Kept Christ’s word, did not deny His 
name, was faithful,  persevered --- Hold fast

Laodicea Chapter 3:14-22 --- Lukewarm and ‘had 
need of nothing’

Find all needs in Christ, 
be zealous and repent

The Seven Churches

Armageddon
     Armageddon is the site of the 
final battle of the Tribulation where 
the forces from around the world will 
gather in an attempt to defeat Jesus. 
Contrary to how movies and secularists 
portray Armageddon, it is not world-
destruction-by-asteriod. This is a 
conflict between Christ, the Antichrist, 
and the world forces. The beast 
(Antichrist) as described in Revelation 
19:20, along with the kings and armies 
of the world gather at Megiddo, or 
Armageddon (Rev. 16:16) for this final 
battle. 
     So what is the outcome? Jesus is 
overwhelmingly victorious, banishing 
the Antichrist and the false prophet into 
the lake of fire for eternity. Satan will 
also be bound in the bottomless pit for 
1,000 years. It says of the armies that 
gathered to fight that “the rest were 
killed with the sword which proceeded 
from the mouth of Him who sat on 
the horse. And all the birds were filled 
with their flesh” (Rev. 19:21). The maps 
show the area of Megiddo and the 
surrounding valley where this end-times 
battle will occur. 

Above: A map depicting the Galilean area, including the Jezreel valley and Megiddo.
Below: A view of the Jezreel valley from near Megiddo.



Through	the	Bible	-	Revelation	
Past	or	Future?	by	Troy	Warner	&	Tyler	Warner	
	

Introduction	
	 Twenty-five	percent	of	the	Bible	is	predictive	prophecy.	Much	of	that	has	already	
been	fulfilled,	but	there	still	remains	a	significant	amount	of	Scripture	that	is	yet	to	be	
realized.	Not	all	believers	are	in	agreement	about	what	portions	of	Scripture	remain	to	be	
fulfilled.	At	the	center	of	this	controversy	is	the	New	Testament	book	of	Revelation.	The	
debate	centers	around	what	the	proper	method	for	interpreting	Revelation	should	be.	On	
one	side	we	have	Preterism,	and	on	the	other,	Futurism.	
	

Preterism	
	 Kenneth	Gentry,	a	leading	Preterist,	says,	“The	word	‘preterist’	is	based	on	the	Latin	
term	praeteritus,	which	means	“gone	by,”	or	past.	Preterism	holds	that	the	tribulation	
prophecies	occur	in	the	first	century,	thus	in	our	past.”1	Preterism	is	the	belief	that	the	
Bible’s	prophecies	in	Revelation	and	similar	passages	have	already	been	fulfilled.	Though	
the	prophecies	were	in	the	future	when	John	wrote	and	when	his	original	audience	read	
them,	they	are	now	in	our	past.	Preterists	believe	that	the	destruction	of	Jerusalem	in	A.D.	
70	was	the	fulfillment	of	Matthew	24	and	the	majority	of	the	book	of	Revelation.	Some	
“Partial	Preterists”	still	look	for	a	bodily	return	of	Christ,	but	most	do	not.	
	 While	Preterists	claim	to	study	the	Bible	with	the	usual	evangelical	grammatical-
historical	method,	they	are	reticent	to	consistently	use	a	literal	interpretation.	They	do	not	
believe	that	the	figurative	language	and	symbolism	of	Revelation	refer	to	literal	realities,	
but	to	spiritual	concepts	and	ideas.	Some,	like	Hank	Hanegraaff,	have	gone	so	far	as	to	
encourage	“imaginative	leaps”	of	interpretation.2	For	the	Preterist,	the	Bible’s	promises	of	a	
“soon”	fulfillment	could	not	possibly	refer	to	such	a	long	time	as	the	Church	has	
experienced.	This	has	also	led	them	to	postulate	alternate	early	dates	for	the	book	of	
Revelation	in	order	to	affirm	their	view.	Traditionally,	Revelation	was	written	in	the	90’s	
A.D.,	which	obviously	would	eliminate	the	Preterist	view	from	contention	–	a	date	before	
70	A.D.	must	be	proposed,	therefore.	
	

Futurism	
	 The	Futurist	believes	“that	the	book	of	Revelation	has	to	do	with	the	future	of	the	
world—not	what	was	future	to	John	and	is	now	past	or	present	to	us,	but	what	was	future	
to	John	and	is	still	future	to	us.”3	When	the	futurist	approaches	chapters	4-19	of	the	book	of	
                                                        
1 Ice, Thomas, and Kenneth L. Gentry. The Great Tribulation, Past or Future?: Two Evangelicals Debate the 
Question. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1999. 23. 
2 Hitchcock, Mark, and Thomas Ice. Breaking the Apocalypse Code: Setting the Record Straight about the End 
times. Costa Mesa, CA: Word for Today, 2007. 50. 
3 Patterson, Paige. New American Commentary – Volume 39: Revelation, (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 



Revelation	they	believe	they	are	reading	what	will	happen	in	the	days	just	prior	to	the	
second	coming	of	Christ.	Futurism’s	understanding	of	the	book	of	Revelation	is	the	exact	
opposite	of	how	the	preterist	looks	at	this	book.		
	 The	Futurist	employs	the	grammatical-historical	method	of	interpreting	the	book	of	
Revelation.	This	is	the	same	method	that	is	claimed	to	be	used	by	the	proponents	of	
Preterism.	However,	while	Futurists	agree	that	figurative	language	should	not	be	pressed	
beyond	its	meaning,	they	believe	that	Revelation’s	figurative	language	speaks	of	a	literal	
reality,	not	just	spiritualized	application.	This	reaches	from	a	belief	in	a	literal	people	of	
Israel,	with	literal	promises	to	be	fulfilled,	all	the	way	to	a	belief	in	a	literal	1,000-year	reign	
of	Christ	and	a	literal	resurrection.	Futurists	have	no	trouble	accepting	the	traditional	date	
of	Revelation.	
	

Comparison	&	Conclusion	
	 So	which	view	is	correct?	While	we	of	course	acknowledge	that	Preterists	have	a	
genuine	faith,	their	method	of	interpretation	is	fundamentally	flawed.	First,	Preterism	
hinges	largely	upon	an	early	date	for	Revelation.	All	of	church	history	and	abundant	
documentary	evidence	all	place	Revelation	around	95	A.D.,	which	makes	Preterism	a	non-
starter.	
	 Although	the	rhetoric	of	interpretation	from	both	Preterists	and	Futurists	sounds	
very	similar,	in	reality	differences	are	insuperable.	The	Preterist	has	little	faith	to	discover	
any	literal	truth	through	the	figurative	language	of	Revelation.	For	the	Futurist,	the	purpose	
of	figures	of	speech	and	symbols	is	to	discover	what	literal	meaning	is	being	described.	The	
task	of	understanding	these	figures	of	speech	is	not	nearly	as	difficult	as	the	Preterist	claim.	
A	disciplined,	comprehensive	knowledge	of	Scripture	goes	a	long	way	to	explain	much	of	
what	John	said	in	his	Apocalypse.	
	 Lastly,	there	are	the	theological	issues.	Preterism	allows	its	interpretive	method	of	
one	portion	of	Scripture	to	overtake	other,	more	obvious	parts.	For	example,	the	Lord	could	
not	have	used	any	stronger	language	or	imagery	to	affirm	that	He	would	not	forsake	the	
promises	made	to	Abraham	for	his	descendants.	The	Preterist	who	reads	the	book	of	
Revelation	as	already	fulfilled	must	conclude	that	God	is	done	with	the	nation	of	Israel,	
something	Paul	warned	us	never	to	do	(Romans	9-11).	When	God	spoke	literally,	He	
promised	to	never	abandon	Israel	–	can	we	use	figurative	language	to	overturn	that	
promise?	The	Futurist’s	simpler	approach	does	not	identify	the	references	to	Israel	as	any	
other	group	than	Israel.	This	issue	along	with	others	drives	us	to	conclude,	along	with	solid	
support	from	Church	history,	that	the	book	of	Revelation	describes	future	events	and	
realities,	not	bygone	centuries.	
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