
Proverbs
Most of the Bible is full of riveting stories and 

fascinating instruction about God and His world. The 
duty of the Christian is to understand and to apply 
that truth to everyday life. This application is called 

Wisdom, and the book of Proverbs is full of it. Written 
as a compilation of the wise sayings of Solomon and a 

few others, Proverbs gives practical advice for 
everyday living under the authority of God. Filled 

with short, memorable aphorisms, it is a beloved and 
helpful book for any reader of the Scriptures. From it 

we learn how theology is not consigned to a classroom 
but ought to reach into every area of our world to give 

us the abundant life God has promised.
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About Proverbs
Author: Compiled sayings of Solomon and others
Date: Pre-Exilic, exact date uncertain
Genre: Wisdom Literature
Purpose: To impart wisdom and practical advice to the reader, applying the truth about God to  
 daily life.
Characteristics: Very short, one- or two-verse aphorisms about wise living, mixed in with 
 longer teachings on various topics.

Outline
I. The Proverbs of Solomon (1-24)
II. Solomon’s Proverbs as Copied by  
 Hezekiah’s Men (25-29)
III. The Sayings of Agur (30)
IV. The Sayings of King Lemuel (31)

Questions to Think About
1.) The book of Proverbs has a lot to say about the importance of Wisdom. Do you
 value wisdom? How do you need to adjust your life to be a lover of Wisdom? 

2.) The book of Proverbs is primarily a compilation of the sayings of Solomon. However,  
 we know from Kings and Chronicles that he frequently ignored his own wisdom.  
 What does that teach us about ourselves?  

3.) The book of Proverbs has practical advice for marriage, money matters, friendship,  
 business, confrontation and more. In which of these areas could you use some 
 godly wisdom?
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Poetic Structure in Proverbs
 1.) Synonymous Parallelism - Terms or thoughts in one line are paralleled by  
  similar terms or thoughts in the second line
   • Proverbs 16:18 - “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”

 2.) Antithetical Parallelism - One line is the opposite of or contrasts with the  
  other line
   • Proverbs 11:17 - “The merciful man does good for his own soul, but he who is cruel  
   troubles his own flesh.”

 3.) Synthetic Parallelism - The second line simply continues the thought of  
  the first line
   • Proverbs 10:18 - “Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is  
   a fool.”

 4.) Comparative Parallelism - An ethical point or practical truth is explained  
  by an illustration from nature or experience
   • Proverbs 25:25 - “As cold water to a weary soul, so is good news from a far country.”

“And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great 
understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand of the 
seashore. Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of 
all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiser than all men - than Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his 
fame was in all the surrounding nations. He spoke three 
thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand 
and five. Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of 
Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; 
he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and 
of fish. And men of all nations, from all the kings of the 
earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon.”
    1 Kings 4:29-34 (NKJV)

14 Things God Hates (According to Proverbs)
1.) Violent people (Proverbs 3:31)  8.) Stirring up discord (Proverbs 6:19)

2.) Haughtiness (Proverbs 6:17)   9.) Liars (Proverbs 12:22)

3.) Lying (Proverbs 6:17)    10.) Sacrifice of the wicked (Proverbs 15:8)

4.) Murder (Proverbs 6:17)    11.) Way of the wicked (Proverbs 15:9)

5.) Scheming (Proverbs 6:18)   12.) Thoughts of the wicked (Proverbs 15:26) 

6.) Eagerness to do wrong (Proverbs 6:18) 13.) Those who are proud (Proverbs 16:5)

7.) False witness (Proverbs 6:19)   14.) Unjust judges (Proverbs 17:15)



Through	the	Bible	–	Proverbs	
The	Personification	of	Wisdom	
	
Introduction	
	 In	 the	book	of	Proverbs,	particularly	chapters	8	and	9,	Wisdom	 is	personified,	 the	
writer	treats	it	like	a	person,	putting	words	in	its	(or	her)	mouth,	and	attributing	works	to	
her	account.	This	is	a	very	interesting	poetic	device,	and	it	also	provides	some	fascinating	
points	of	instruction	for	us.	There	may	also	be	some	Messianic	truth	hidden	in	these	poetic	
passages.	
The	Woman,	Wisdom	
	 Proverbs	8	opens	with	Solomon	using	personal	pronouns	 to	describe	what,	up	 till	
now	 in	 the	 book,	 has	 been	 an	 abstract	 concept.	 “Does	 not	 wisdom	 cry	 out,	 and	
understanding	lift	up	her	voice?	She	takes	her	stand	on	the	top	of	the	high	hill.”	(Proverbs	
8:1-2)	In	verse	4,	she	begins	to	speak,	and	the	chapter	takes	shape	as	a	call	to	wisdom,	from	
the	mouth	of	Wisdom	herself.	
	 Why	is	Wisdom	a	woman?	The	Hebrew	word	for	“wisdom”	is	chokmah,	a	feminine	
noun,	 so	 it	 makes	 sense	 to	 use	 the	 appropriate	 gender.	 Also,	 the	 book	 of	 Proverbs	 is	
written,	 at	 least	 in	 part,	 to	 Solomon’s	 son,	 so	 perhaps	Wisdom	 is	 portrayed	 as	 a	 better	
woman/wife	for	any	man	to	have	than	the	rebellious	women	the	book	describes.	
	 Wisdom	 is	 seen	 crying	 out	 by	 the	 gates,	 on	 the	 top	 of	 the	 hills,	 at	 people’s	 doors	
calling	out	for	people	to	come	and	to	know	her,	to	listen	to	her.	She	claims	that	her	words	
are	 better	 than	 riches,	 and	 that	 her	 way	 is	 the	 way	 of	 the	 Lord.	 She	 claims	 to	 be	 the	
counselor	of	kings	and	rulers,	and	even	God	Himself.	As	a	companion,	she	brings	 life	and	
peace	and	prosperity.	
	 By	personifying	this	concept,	we	learn	a	few	things:	
	 1.)	Wisdom	is	not	hard	to	find.	She	clamors	at	the	doors!	We	do	not	need	to	be		
	 	 noble	and	educated	and	wealthy	to	be	wise.	It	is	available	for	everyone.		
	 	 (James	1:5)	
	 2.)	Wisdom	must	be	sought.	Sitting	around	waiting	for	wisdom	is	no	good.	We		
	 	 need	to	be	active	in	our	pursuit	of	understanding.	(Matthew	6:33)	
	 3.)	Wisdom	must	be	loved.	Like	a	beautiful	woman,	wisdom	must	not	be	neglected.	
	 	 It	must	be	treasured	as	the	most	important	thing	for	a	person	to	have.			
	 	 (Proverbs	19:8)	
	 4.)	Wisdom’s	way	is	the	way	of	God.	Multiple	times,	Wisdom	allies	herself	with	the	
	 	 fear	of	God.	True	wisdom	is	reverent	and	worshipful.	(Ecclesiastes	12:13-14)	
	 5.)	Wisdom	does	not	come	from	within.	Wisdom	is	nearby,	but	not	within.	We	do		
	 	 not	gain	wisdom	from	passivity	or	navel-gazing,	but	from	persistence	and		
	 	 prayer.	(Hosea	6:3)	



Christological	Implications	
	 There	is	an	interesting	section	in	the	passage	on	Wisdom,	where	she	claims	to	have	
participated	 in	creation.	 “The	Lord	possessed	me	at	 the	beginning	of	His	way,	before	His	
works	of	old…Then	 I	was	beside	Him	as	a	master	craftsman;	and	 I	was	daily	His	delight,	
rejoicing	always	before	Him.”	(Proverbs	8:22,	30)	While	 this	could	be	 taken	at	 face	value	
simply	to	mean	that	God	was	wise	in	creation,	the	Bible	seems	to	hint	at	more	than	this.	
	 Intertestamental	 Judaism	made	much	 of	 the	Wisdom	 of	 God.	 Jewish	 philosophers	
like	Philo	 took	 this	 idea	 and	developed	 a	 theology	 that	 the	word	 (Logos)	 of	God	 and	 the	
Wisdom	of	God	described	in	Proverbs	8-9	were	personal	and	divine.	It	is	possible	that	John	
picks	up	on	this	idea	when	he	opens	his	Gospel	by	saying,	“In	the	beginning	was	the	word,	
and	the	word	was	with	God	and	the	word	was	God…and	the	word	became	flesh	and	dwelt	
among	us.”	(John	1:1,	14)		
	 Jesus	 Christ	 is	 closely	 associated	with	 the	wisdom	 of	 God	 in	 the	 New	 Testament.	
“Christ	 Jesus…became	 for	 us	wisdom	 from	 God.”	 (1	 Corinthians	 1:30)	 “In	 [Christ]	 are	
hidden	all	the	treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.”	(Colossians	2:3)	He	is	also	described	
as	participating	in	the	creation	of	the	world.	“Through	[His	Son]	also	He	made	the	worlds.”	
(Hebrew	1:2)	
	 While	we	ought	not	to	press	the	point	too	far,	it	seems	that	in	the	book	of	Proverbs	
we	have	a	Messianic	glimmer	in	the	Wisdom	of	God.	At	the	very	least,	it	seems	that	the	New	
Testament	uses	this	understanding	as	an	apologetic,	a	bridge	for	the	Jews	and	even	for	the	
wisdom-loving	Greeks.	
Conclusion	
	 What	we	can	say	with	certainty	is	that	to	know	Wisdom	is	to	know	God.	All	wisdom	
comes	 from	Him,	whether	He	 receives	 credit	 for	 it	 or	not.	To	 live	well	 in	His	world	only	
comes	 from	playing	by	His	 rules.	And	of	 course,	His	Son	 Jesus	Christ	 is	 the	wellspring	of	
Wisdom.	Really,	the	only	wise	thing	to	do	is	to	believe	on	the	Lord	and	the	Son	whom	He	
sent.	
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