
Obadiah
Even in the womb, Jacob and Esau struggled against one 
another. Despite the uneasy truce the brothers reached in 
Genesis, the nations that came from their families were 

in constant conflict with one another. The Edomites, 
Esau’s descendants, coveted the Promised Land. So when 

the opportunity presented itself, Edom betrayed their 
alliance with their neighbors and gave Judah over to the 
Babylonians. In return they received their share of the 

spoil and the smug satisfaction of final victory over 
Jacob. But Obadiah the prophet spoke against the people 

of Esau, proclaiming their coming doom. Israel was in 
Exile, but God would restore them. But Edom would face 

destruction, never to return.
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About Obadiah
Author: Obadiah
Date: ca. 586 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To prophesy against Edom for her betrayal of Judah and brutal treatment of the 
 refugees from Jerusalem.
Characteristics: Very short prophecy, full of reprimands and harsh rhetorical questions
 followed by prophecies of complete destruction.

Outline
I. Edom’s Destruction Prophesied (1-9)
 A. Her Fortifications Conquered (1-4)
 B. Her Possessions Consumed (5-9)
II. Edom’s Destruction Explained (10-14)
III. Edom’s Destruction Completed (15-21)
 A. Her Sin Judged (15-16)
 B. Her Victim Saved (17-20)
 C. Her Kingdom Replaced (21)

Questions to Think About
1.) The nation of Edom was related to the nation of Israel through their ancestor, Esau. This  
 made their betrayal that much worse. How important is loyalty to you? Would you stand  
 by your family and loved ones no matter what?

2.) The Edomites dwelt in the cliff country, where no one could attack them. Their security and  
 strength made them arrogant and proud. Do we run the same risk in this country? How  
 can we maintain humility before the Lord and man?

3.) This is the shortest book in the Old Testament, but have you ever read it before? What 
 other short books of the Bible have you overlooked? Why is it important to know the  
 entirety of Scripture?

Shortest 
book in
the Old 

Testament!

Israel’s Conflicts with Edom
1.) Jacob and Esau struggle in their mother’s womb. (Genesis 25:19-26)
2.) Esau sells his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew. (Genesis 25:29-34)
3.) Jacob steals Esau’s blessing; Esau vows to kill Jacob. (Genesis 27:1-45)
4.) Edom refuses to let Israel pass through their land. (Numbers 20:14-22)
5.) Saul goes to war with Edom. (1 Samuel 14:47)
6.) David goes to war with Edom. (2 Samuel 8:13-14)
7.) Solomon goes to war with Edom. (1 Kings 11:14-22)
8.) Jehoram goes to war with Edom. (2 Kings 8:20-22)
9.) Ahaz goes to war with Edom. (2 Chronicles 28:16)
10.) Edom betrays Judah to Babylon. (Psalm 137:7)
11.) Herod the Great oppresses Judea. (Matthew 2:16-18)
12.) Herod Antipas beheads John the Baptist. (Mark 6:14-29)
13.) Herod Antipas sends Jesus to His death. (Luke 23:6-12)
14.) Herod Antipas persecutes the Church. (Acts 12:1-4)The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary

Edom was known for its impregnable defenses 
in the mountains south of Judah.

Herod and his sons 

were Idumeans, 
mixed-blood 

descendants of 
Edom.



Through	the	Bible	–	Obadiah	
The	Day	of	the	Lord	
	
Introduction	
	 The	 book	 of	 Obadiah	 is	 a	 prophecy	 against	 the	 people	 of	 Edom,	 detailing	 their	
coming	judgment.	Then	in	verse	15,	Obadiah	writes,	“For	the	day	of	the	Lord	upon	all	the	
nations	 is	 near.”	 What	 is	 the	 day	 of	 the	 Lord?	 This	 phrase	 is	 a	 critical	 part	 of	 biblical	
prophecy,	used	19	times	in	the	Old	Testament.	It	refers	to	a	day	of	judgment	and	reckoning	
upon	 a	 group	 of	 people,	 such	 as	 the	 coming	 judgment	 upon	 Edom,	 but	 has	 a	 deeper	
significance	 as	 a	 reference	 to	 the	 final	 Day	 when	 all	 nations	 will	 be	 judged.	 This	 is	
sometimes	 called	near	 and	 far	prophecy.	 It	 is	 vital	 to	understand	 this	 in	 order	 to	 rightly	
divide	the	prophecies	that	the	Lord	has	given	us.	
	
The	Days	of	the	Lord	
	 The	first	part	of	Obadiah	speaks	very	specifically	about	Edom.	It	reprimands	them	
for	 their	 sin	 and	 prophesies	 their	 destruction.	 This	 is	 what	 is	 called	 near	 prophecy.	We	
know	 from	 history	 that	 Babylon	 turned	 on	 their	 Edomite	 allies	 and	 destroyed	 their	
civilization.	God	fulfilled	the	word	of	Obadiah.	The	day	of	the	Lord	came	upon	Edom.	This	is	
the	first	meaning	of	the	term	“day	of	the	Lord.”	It	is	a	temporal,	limited	judgment.	It	is	the	
day	when	the	Lord	visits	the	earth	to	balance	the	scales,	as	it	were.		
	 For	example,	Zephaniah	writes,	“The	day	of	the	Lord	is	at	hand…And	there	shall	be	
on	 that	day,	declares	 the	Lord,	 the	sound	of	a	mournful	cry	 from	the	Fish	Gate,	a	wailing	
from	the	Second	Quarter,	and	a	loud	crashing	from	the	hills.”	(Zephaniah	1:7-10)	Here	he	
identifies	the	day	of	the	Lord	with	specific	events	that	will	take	place	in	Judah.	He	even	lists	
specific	locations	in	the	city	of	Jerusalem.	The	phrase,	“day	of	the	Lord”	is	used	to	describe	
judgment	 against	 the	 people	 of	 God	 and	 against	 their	 enemies.	 In	 this	 near	 prophecy	
context,	it	refers	to	specific	historical	events	of	limited	scope	and	impact.	This	means	that	
there	are	multiple	“days	of	the	Lord”	in	Scripture	and	history.	
	
The	Final	Day	of	the	Lord	
	 But	in	the	second	part	of	Obadiah,	the	scope	of	the	coming	judgment	goes	far	beyond	
Edom	or	Judah.	“The	day	of	the	Lord	upon	all	the	nations	is	near;	as	you	have	done,	it	shall	
be	done	to	you;	your	reprisal	shall	return	upon	your	own	head.”	(Obadiah	15)	Right	away,	
we	 see	 that	 the	Day	 of	 the	 Lord	 reaches	 to	 all	 nations.	 In	 the	 near	 prophecy,	 Edom	was	
under	 judgment,	 but	 now	 the	 whole	 world	 is	 headed	 for	 judgment.	 This	 is	 called	 far	
prophecy.	The	far	prophetic	descriptions	of	the	Day	of	the	Lord	are	cosmic	and	universal	in	
scope,	as	opposed	to	the	limited,	historical	references	of	the	near	prophecies.	



	 The	ultimate	Day	of	the	Lord	has	a	number	of	recurring	descriptions.	It	 is	a	day	of	
judgment	against	all	nations,	it	will	be	a	day	of	terror	and	fear,	it	is	a	day	of	darkness,	the	
luminaries	in	the	sky	grow	dark,	the	imagery	of	blood	is	used	frequently.	And	positively,	it	
is	a	day	when	the	wicked	are	put	down	and	the	righteous	are	saved.	“I	will	show	wonders	
in	the	heavens	and	in	the	earth:	blood	and	fire	and	pillars	of	smoke.	The	sun	shall	be	turned	
to	darkness,	and	the	moon	into	blood,	before	the	coming	of	the	great	and	awesome	day	of	
the	Lord.”	(Joel	2:30-31)	
	 Compiling	all	the	descriptions	of	the	great	Day	of	the	Lord	together,	we	understand	
that	this	is	shorthand	for	the	end	of	the	world	and	the	final	judgment.	The	New	Testament	
helps	us	to	see	that	this	 is	also	when	Jesus	Christ	will	return.	Specifically,	we	can	identify	
the	 Day	 of	 the	 Lord	 with	 the	 Great	 Tribulation	 as	 described	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Revelation.	
“There	was	 a	 great	 earthquake;	 and	 the	 sun	 became	 black	 as	 sackcloth	 of	 hair,	 and	 the	
moon	became	like	blood.	And	the	stars	of	heaven	fell	to	the	earth,	as	a	fig	tree	drops	its	late	
figs	when	it	is	shaken	by	a	mighty	wind.	Then	the	sky	receded	as	a	scroll	when	it	is	rolled	
up,	and	every	mountain	and	island	was	moved	out	of	its	place…The	great	day	of	His	wrath	
has	 come,	 and	 who	 is	 able	 to	 stand?”	 (Revelation	 6:12-17)	 The	 similarities	 of	 the	
descriptions	are	obvious.		
	 So	this	is	the	far	fulfillment	of	the	Day	of	the	Lord	prophecy.	Each	nation	had	its	“day	
of	 the	 Lord,”	 when	 God	 came	 and	 executed	 judgment	 upon	 them.	 But	 many	 of	 these	
prophecies	simply	go	beyond	history	in	their	scope.	This	is	the	kind	of	telescoping	that	lets	
us	know	that	the	rest	of	this	prophecy	will	be	fulfilled	on	the	final	Day	of	the	Lord.	Whereas	
the	near	prophecies	are	 limited	and	specific,	 the	far	prophecies	are	universal	and	cosmic.	
God	judges	righteously	now,	but	when	Christ	comes	again,	that	judgment	will	be	absolute.	
	
Conclusion	
	 Near	and	far	prophecy	of	course	does	not	only	apply	to	judgment.	Many	Messianic	
prophecies	have	a	near	and	far	fulfillment.	A	lot	of	the	promised	restoration	of	Israel’s	land	
will	not	be	fully	realized	until	the	end	of	days.	This	is	an	important	skill.	Good	Bible	study	is	
able	to	sort	out	near	and	far	prophecies.	Admittedly,	this	can	be	a	difficult	process.	
	 And	we	as	Christians	ought	to	take	heed	to	these	words	in	a	personal	sense	as	well.	
It	is	fun	to	study	the	prophetic	warnings	of	the	Bible,	but	this	is	a	very	sobering	topic.	We	
ought	to	work	to	bring	about	righteousness	in	our	own	lives	and	land	in	order	to	be	ready	
when	the	day	of	the	Lord	comes.	And	since	we	know	that	Christ	 is	coming	back	at	a	time	
that	we	cannot	know,	we	ought	to	be	motivated	to	preach	the	Good	News	of	deliverance	so	
that	the	Day	of	the	Lord	will	be	a	day	of	rejoicing	and	not	of	horror.	
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