
Nehemiah
When Babylon fell to the Persians, Cyrus the 

Great allowed the exiled Jews to return home to 
rebuild Jerusalem. The book of Ezra tells the 

beginning of that story, while Nehemiah 
finishes it. Nehemiah was heartbroken by the 

story of his city still lying in ruins. As cupbearer 
to the king, he was given favor and permission 
to return home to oversee the rebuilding of the 
walls. Nehemiah was a strong leader who stood 
up to Judah’s oppressors in the area and refused 
to compromise. The book that bears his name 

describes his ingenuity in getting the wall 
completed as well as his zeal and ferocity in 

dealing with sin in the city of Jerusalem. By the 
end of this book, Jerusalem has been restored, 

and the people of God have seen the fulfillment 
of His vow to gather them back into His 

Promised Land.
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About Nehemiah
Author: Nehemiah
Date: ca. 430 B.C.
Genre: History/Memoir
Purpose: To tell the story of the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and the restoration of the  
 Law of Moses under the leadership of Nehemiah.
Characteristics: A narrative with several episodes, told in the first person by Nehemiah himself,  
 which allows us to see his heart and motivations.

Outline
I. Nehemiah’s Burden for Jerusalem (1)
 A. Report of the City’s Condition (1:1-3)
 B. Nehemiah’s Prayer (1:4-11)
II. Nehemiah’s Commission to Rebuild (2)
 A. His Request of the King (2:1-8)
 B. His Return to Jerusalem (2:9-20)
III. Nehemiah’s Building Project (3-4)
 A. His Organization (3)
 B. His Opposition (4)
IV. Nehemiah’s Domestic Reforms (5)
V. Conspiracy Against Nehemiah (6:1-7:4)
VI. List of Returnees (7:5-73)
VII. Restoration of the Covenant (8-10)
 A. Return to the Word (8)
 B. Repentance and Rededication (9)
 C. The People and Their Vow (10)
VIII. Rededication of Jerusalem (11-12)
 A. List of People and Priests (11:1-12:26)
 B. Ceremony of Celebration (12:27-47)
IX. Nehemiah’s Final Reforms (13)

Questions to Think About
1.) The first chapters of Nehemiah describe his prayer and commission to complete the  
 walls of Jerusalem. What can we learn from Nehemiah’s willingness to leave all and  
 meet the need, even in his old age?

2.) Nehemiah had every citizen of Jerusalem work on the section of wall that was nearest  
 to their house. Are you building up the “wall” of the Church by exercising your  
 gifts and meeting the needs that God has put before you? 

3.) At the end of the book, Nehemiah is ferocious, even violent in the way that he 
 cleanses the city of sin. What are other examples of dealing radically with sin in the  
 Bible? How can you live out that example in your own life?

 Daniel 9:24-26 gives a precise timetable for Israel’s history. In this passage a few time stamps are 
given that help us understand how to read this prophetic clock. The first time stamp tells us to begin 
counting when the decree is given to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. The second makes reference to the 
construction itself. The third time stamp is when the Messiah would be cut off. It is my opinion that 
Nehemiah 2 is that decree of which Daniel spoke. That decree is our signal to start counting. 
 Obviously, determining this date helps us to understand the other key events in this prophecy. 
Scholars have generally agreed that the date was either 445 B.C. or 444 B.C. Recent scholarship has 
opted for the later date of 444 B.C. Two reasons exist for this conclusion. First, because the 445 B.C. 
date would put the crucifixion (that is, Messiah being cut off) at 32 A.D. Because of the calendar of that 
year, this would mean Christ was crucified on Sunday or Monday, which of course is untenable. The 
second reason for adopting the 444 B.C. date is that recent discoveries have shown that the Persians 
did not count the accession year (which for Artaxerxes was 464 or 465 B.C.) of a king. So, the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes (Neh 2:1) should be counted from 444 B.C. not 445 B.C. This lines up perfectly with 
the New Testament narratives of the crucifixion of Christ. Daniel’s prophecy was confirmed by the life 
of Christ. For greater detail please see Thomas Ice’s article “The Seventy Weeks of Daniel” at 
www.pre-trib.org

When Does the Clock Start?

Adapted from The World and the Word, B&H Academic

Remnants of Nehemiah’s Wall



Through	the	Bible	–	Nehemiah	
Kings	and	Emperors	
	
Introduction	
	 In	the	books	of	Ezra	and	Nehemiah,	 the	Exiles	returned	to	the	Promised	Land,	but	
they	were	not	free	yet.	Although	they	were	allowed	to	live	in	Judah,	they	were	still	vassals	
of	the	Medo-Persian	Empire.	That	reality	layed	the	groundwork	for	all	the	politicking	and	
pressure	the	Jews	faced	in	their	weakened	state.	Men	like	Sanballat	and	Tobiah	sought	to	
use	Judah	as	a	bargaining	chip	to	advance	their	own	agendas.	In	Ezra	5-6,	Tattenai	wrote	to	
Darius	to	try	and	stop	the	work	on	the	Temple.	But	the	previous	decree	of	Cyrus	the	Great	
that	had	initially	allowed	the	Jews	to	return	home	surfaced,	and	the	Jews	were	given	royal	
protection	over	their	work.	This	continued	when	Nehemiah	returned	home	to	rebuild	the	
wall	with	the	blessing	of	King	Artaxerxes.	God	used	the	godless	kings	of	world	powers	to	
protect	His	people.	This	is	a	consistent	pattern	of	God’s	in	Scripture.	
	
God’s	Chosen	Kings	
	 Psalm	75:6-7	says,	 “Exaltation	comes	neither	 from	the	east	nor	 from	the	west	nor	
from	 the	 south.	 But	 God	 is	 the	 Judge:	He	 puts	 down	 one,	 and	 exalts	 another.”	 The	 Bible	
teaches	us	that	God	is	in	control	over	the	rulers	of	the	world,	and	He	places	each	of	them	on	
their	respective	thrones.	They	are	used	either	to	bless	or	judge	His	people,	or	to	otherwise	
advance	 His	 plan	 in	 some	 other	 way.	 Sometimes	 they	 are	 even	 called	 God’s	mashiyach,	
“chosen/anointed	one,”	or	even,	“messiah.”	The	Old	Testament	is	full	of	such	examples.	
	 The	Assyrian	Empire	was	one	of	the	most	brutal,	vicious	kingdoms	ever	to	cross	the	
earth.	They	cast	the	Northern	Kingdom	of	Israel	into	exile	and	almost	did	the	same	to	the	
South.	Yet	God	says	that	this	was	His	plan,	they	were	His	tool:	“Ah,	Assyria,	the	rod	of	my	
anger;	the	staff	in	their	hands	is	my	fury!	Against	a	godless	nation	I	send	him,	and	against	
the	people	of	my	wrath	I	command	him.”	(Isaiah	10:5-6)	Although	Isaiah	would	condemn	
Assyria	for	going	too	far	in	their	treatment	of	God’s	people,	Assyria	and	their	kings,	Tiglath-
Pileser,	Ashurbanipal	and	all	the	rest,	were	raised	up	by	God	to	judge	His	people.	
	 We	typically	think	of	Babylon	as	the	epitome	of	all	evil,	and	in	one	sense,	they	were.	
They	were	the	ones	who	destroyed	the	Temple	and	nearly	ended	the	line	of	David.	Yet	even	
the	wicked,	 arrogant	King	Nebuchadnezzar	was	brought	 to	 a	 place	 of	 humility	where	he	
was	forced	to	acknowledge	that	all	he	had	came	from	the	God	of	Daniel.	He	says	in	Daniel	4,	
“It	has	seemed	good	to	me	to	show	the	signs	and	wonders	that	the	Most	High	God	has	done	
for	me,”	for	God	had	taught	him,	“that	the	Most	High	rules	the	kingdom	of	men	and	gives	it	
to	whom	he	will.”	Nebuchadnezzar	was	chosen	of	God	to	judge	Judah,	but	he	was	not	given	
a	free	pass	to	do	whatever	he	wanted.	He	was	made	to	honor	God	who	had	raised	him	up	
and	given	him	his	power.	



	 The	Medo-Persians	overthrew	Babylon	in	a	bloodless	victory.	The	people	welcomed	
them	because	 their	policy	of	dominion	was	 to	allow	 the	peoples	 to	 remain	 in	 their	 lands	
and	live	their	lives;	only	to	pay	tribute	to	the	empire.	This	worked	out	in	Judah’s	favor.	But	
this	 was	 no	 accident.	 God	 raised	 up	 Cyrus	 the	 Great,	 the	 first	 Persian	 emperor,	 for	 this	
purpose.	Long	before	Cyrus	ever	lived,	God	said	through	Isaiah,	“Thus	says	the	Lord	to	His	
anointed,	to	Cyrus,	whose	right	hand	I	have	held…For	Jacob	My	servant’s	sake,	and	Israel	
My	elect,	I	have	even	called	you	by	name;	I	have	named	you,	though	you	have	not	known	
Me.”	 (Isaiah	 45:1,	 4)	 God	 foretold	 Cyrus’s	 reign	 before	 he	was	 even	 born.	 God	 raises	 up	
kings	and	empires.	
	 When	 Alexander	 the	 Great	 was	 on	 his	 swift	 campaign	 of	 conquest	 through	 the	
world,	he	sacked	the	impregnable	city	of	Tyre.	Moving	south,	he	came	to	Judah,	where	the	
people	 welcomed	 him	 as	 a	 hero.	 They	 saw	 Alexander	 as	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 Zechariah	 9,	
which	 describes	 a	 great	 king	 destroying	 the	 pride	 of	 Tyre	 and	 Syria.	 Showing	 him	 this	
prophecy,	Alexander	was	 impressed,	and	did	not	destroy	Jerusalem.	God	had	secured	His	
people’s	safety	by	choosing	His	men	wisely	once	again.	
	
God	is	in	Control	
	 As	Jesus	said	to	Pontius	Pilate,	“You	would	have	no	authority	over	me	at	all	unless	it	
had	 been	 given	 to	 you	 from	 above.”	 (John	 19:11)	 To	 us,	 the	 rise	 and	 fall	 of	 rulers	 and	
nations	is	a	fearful	mystery.	We	never	know	when	the	next	dictator	will	rise	or	benevolent	
people	 will	 gain	 power.	 Yet,	 the	 Lord	 is	 in	 control.	 “Let	 every	 person	 be	 subject	 to	 the	
governing	authorities.	For	there	is	no	authority	except	from	God,	and	those	that	exist	have	
been	instituted	by	God.”	(Romans	13:1)	The	temptation	to	question	God’s	 judgment	or	to	
try	and	resist	what	God	has	decided	can	be	strong,	but	the	Bible	calls	us	to	have	faith.	
	 When	 Judah	was	hurtling	 towards	 judgment	 in	 their	 idolatry	and	 sin,	 the	prophet	
Habakkuk	cried	out	to	God.	He	couldn’t	understand	why	God	would	allow	His	people	to	sin	
without	correction.	The	Lord	replied,	“I	am	raising	up	the	Chaldeans	[Babylon],	that	bitter	
and	 hasty	 nation.”	 (Habakkuk	 1:6)	 Habakkuk	 was	 appalled.	 How	 could	 God	 raise	 up	 a	
nation	more	evil	than	they	to	judge	them?	God	assured	Habakkuk	that	the	Chaldeans	would	
not	 escape	 their	 own	 just	 desserts,	 but	He	 called	 the	prophet	 first	 and	 foremost	 to	 trust	
Him.	 This	 is	 where	 we	 first	 find	 that	 immortal	 phrase,	 “The	 just	 shall	 live	 by	 faith.”	
(Habakkuk	2:4)		
	
Conclusion	
	 Amidst	 elections,	 coups	 and	 rumors	 of	war,	 it	 can	be	 intimidating	 to	 consider	 the	
global	 political	 landscape.	But,	 as	 the	psalmist	 said,	 “He	who	 sits	 in	 the	heavens	 laughs.”	
(Psalm	2:4)	God	is	in	control.	Even	though	we	may	have	to	live	through	the	ebb	and	flow	of	
the	grander	plan,	we	can	trust	that	God’s	determination	shall	be	done,	as	it	always	has.	If	
Jesus	is	on	the	throne	of	Heaven,	we	can	have	faith	no	matter	who	rules	on	the	earth.	
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