
Nahum
God had shown mercy to Nineveh through the 

prophet Jonah. The Assyrians repented in sackcloth 
and ashes before the Lord, and God chose to spare the 
empire. But almost as quickly, they returned to their 
vicious ways. Nineveh squandered their opportunity, 

and judgment was coming. God raised up the prophet 
Nahum to speak destruction against the Assyrian  
Empire. His book is hard, unrelenting justice; the 

ferocious lions will be slaughtered before the Lord. Not 
long after, the impregnable city of Nineveh fell to the 
upstart Babylonian army and a new era began in the 
Middle East. Nahum’s prophecy remains for us as a 

reminder of God’s wrath and a warning to repent while 
the chance still stands.
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About Nahum
Author: Nahum
Date: ca. 630 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To prounounce God’s wrath against the brutal Assyrian Empire and predict their 
 impending destruction.
Characteristics: Very harsh, strong language to vilify Assyria’s wickedness and magnify the 
 terrible justice of the Lord.

Outline
I. Nineveh’s Judge (1)
 A. Introduction (1:1)
 B. The Manifestation of God (1:2-6)
 C. The Lord’s Care for Judah (1:7-12a)
 D. The Joy of Deliverance (1:12b-15)
II. The Lord’s Judgment on Nineveh (2)
 A. Nineveh’s Attackers (2:1-5)
 B. Nineveh’s Defeat (2:6-13)
III. Nineveh’s Total Destruction (3)
 A. Destruction and Humiliation of Nineveh (3:1-7)
 B. The Futility of Nineveh to Defend Itself (3:8-17)
 C. Funeral Lament (3:18-19)

Questions to Think About
1.) The book of Nahum uses very strong language to describe God’s wrath and judgment.  
 Does this language make you uncomfortable? Why? How can we make sure not to  
 construct an incomplete picture of God in our own minds?

2.) Nahum 1:7 says that the Lord is a stronghold to those who take refuge in Him. Does  
 this encourage you? How does the sharp difference between this verse and the rest of  
 the book intensify this verse?

3.) Nahum gives graphic descriptions of the awful things that Assyrians used to do to 
 their captives, except now the perpetrators will be the victims. How does the Bible  
 define justice? How does this affect what we know about grace and mercy?

This Babylonian tablet describes the fall of 
Nineveh at the hands of Nabopolassar, the 
king of the Chaldeans. Babylon allied with 

the Medes and others to destroy the 
Assyrian Empire and its capital city. 

In 612 BC, Nineveh was besieged and fell 
to the opposing army in a prolonged 

battle. The river upon which the city was 
built was flooded and whole sections of 
the wall collapsed. The invaders ravaged 

the great city.

This was prophesied by Nahum, even the 
flooding of the river: “With an 

overwhelming flood He will make an utter 
end of its place...The gates of the river are 

opened and the palace is dissolved.” 
(Nahum 1:8, 2:6)

Nineveh vs. God’s Prophets
Isaiah

“Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hand is My indignation...I will 
punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.” 
For he says, “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I am prudent.” 

Jonah
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come 

up before Me.” 
“Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 

Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the 
disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.

Nahum
“Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord of hosts, “I will burn your chariots in smoke, and the 
sword shall devour your young lions; I will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of 

your messengers shall be heard no more.”
Woe to the bloody city!
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Through	the	Bible	–	Nahum	
God’s	Holy	Justice	
	
Introduction	
	 Nahum	was	written	to	a	generation	in	Israel	 that	had	suffered	greatly	beneath	the	
powerful	Assyrian	empire.	The	prophet	prophesies	the	coming	destruction	upon	Nineveh.	
News	that	 judgment	was	coming	against	these	people	would	have	been	welcome	news	to	
the	Israelites.	Nahum	1:7	says,	“The	Lord	is	good,	A	stronghold	in	the	day	of	trouble;	And	
He	knows	those	who	trust	in	Him.”		Every	generation	of	believers	needs	to	be	reminded	of	
the	goodness	of	God.	
	 But	Nahum	1:8	continues,	“But	with	an	overflowing	flood	He	will	make	an	utter	end	
of	 its	place,	 and	darkness	will	pursue	His	enemies.”	How	can	 these	 two	verses	be	paired	
together?	Is	God	a	stronghold	or	is	He	a	destroyer?	What	was	glad	tidings	for	Israel	was	the	
worst	possible	news	for	the	people	of	Nineveh.	It	doesn’t	seem	that	God	can	be	good	and	
also	execute	terrible	judgment.	However,	as	we	will	see,	if	God	did	not	execute	justice,	He	
would	not	be	good	at	all.			
	
Questioning	God’s	Goodness	
	 We	are	used	to	flowery	descriptions	of	God	and	Jesus	Christ.	Charles	Wesley	wrote,	
“Gentle	Jesus,	meek	and	mild,	look	upon	a	little	child.”	We	like	this	description	of	God’s	Son	
because	it	 is	safe	and	sweet,	 it	makes	us	comfortable.	And	this	 is	 indeed	appropriate.	But	
Wesley	 also	 wrote	 in	 another	 hymn,	 “Every	 eye	 will	 see	 the	 Lord	 dressed	 in	 dreadful	
majesty,	every	knee	shall	bow	before	the	Judge	of	all	eternity.”	The	Bible	reveals	the	same	
polarity	in	the	character	of	God.	
	 We	all	know	that	 John	said,	 “God	 is	 love”	(1	 John	4:8).	But	did	you	also	know	that	
Nahum	 said,	 “God	 is	 jealous,	 and	 the	 Lord	 avenges;	 the	 Lord	 avenges	 and	 is	 furious”	
(Nahum	1:2)?	We	 know	 that	 Jesus	welcomed	 the	 little	 children	 and	 healed	 the	 sick,	 but	
remember,	He	also	turned	the	tables	over	and	drove	out	the	moneychangers	with	a	whip.	
We	 look	 forward	 to	 the	 return	 of	 Christ,	 but	 do	 you	 realize	 what	 that	 means?	 “In	
righteousness	He	[Jesus]	judges	and	makes	war…Out	of	His	mouth	goes	a	sharp	sword,	that	
with	it	He	should	strike	the	nations.	And	He	Himself	will	rule	them	with	a	rod	of	iron.	He	
Himself	 treads	 the	 winepress	 of	 the	 fierceness	 and	 wrath	 of	 Almighty	 God”	 (Revelation	
19:11,	15).	How	do	we	handle	the	juxtaposition	of	these	passages?	
	 The	question	 is	 usually	 framed	 as:	How	 can	God	be	 good	 and	 still	 judge	 sin/send	
people	 to	Hell/allow	tragedy?	Before	we	resolve	 this	 issue,	we	need	 to	understand	a	 few	
things.	 God	 is	 good.	 This	 is	 undisputed.	 To	 be	 God	 is	 to	 be	 good.	 In	 Exodus	 34:6,	 God	
revealed	 Himself	 to	 Moses	 as	 “abounding	 in	 goodness”.	 The	 Lord	 is	 right,	 He	 is	 the	
antithesis	 of	 evil.	 So	 then,	 our	 task	 is	 not	 to	 explain	 away	passages	 that	 describe	God	 as	



wrathful	 and	 vengeful,	 but	 to	 properly	 incorporate	 them	 into	 our	 understanding	 of	 His	
nature.	We	do	not	try	to	find	workarounds	for	God’s	Word,	but	we	submit	ourselves	to	its	
teaching.		
	
Realizing	God’s	Goodness	
	 In	order	to	understand	how	God’s	wrath	can	be	good,	let’s	return	to	the	perspective	
of	the	Israelites.	Israel	had	experienced	many	hardships	at	the	hands	of	the	Assyrians.	They	
had	exacted	tribute	from	them,	they	had	carried	off	the	Northern	Kingdom	after	a	terrible	
siege,	and	they	had	driven	Jerusalem	to	near	starvation.	On	top	of	that,	Assyria	was	known	
for	 its	 inventive	 cruelty.	 They	 flayed	 the	 skins	 of	 their	 victims	 and	 hung	 them	 from	 the	
walls,	they	piled	up	body	parts	beside	the	road,	they	stripped	the	kings	naked	and	forced	
them	to	pull	 the	emperor’s	chariot	through	the	streets,	 they	dug	hooks	 into	the	bodies	of	
their	captives	and	pulled	them	over	miles	with	ropes.	Judah	had	endured	these	things	for	
decades,	 as	 had	 the	 surrounding	 nations.	 Their	 cry	 to	 God	 was	 not	 for	 mercy,	 but	 for	
justice;	justice	against	Nineveh.	
	 In	times	of	difficulty	it	is	very	easy	for	our	minds	to	gravitate	towards	the	dark	idea	
that	somehow	or	in	some	way,	God	is	not	good.	The	constant	attack	of	Satan	is	to	impugn	
the	character	of	God	and	drag	us	into	a	similar	accusation	against	the	Lord.		The	underlying	
statement	against	God	in	the	very	first	temptation	in	the	Garden	is	that	“God	was	not	good.”	
Can	you	imagine	the	people	of	Israel	doubting	God’s	goodness	as	their	land	was	ravaged	by	
the	Assyrians?	
	 Nahum	1:7	states	that	God	is	“A	stronghold	in	the	day	of	trouble.”	The	people	in	
Nahum’s	day	needed	to	be	reminded	that	although	hardship	had	fallen	upon	them,	God	was	
still	good.	They	needed	to	trust	Him	and	He	would	be	faithful	to	provide	protection.	In	
addition,	the	Lord	would	judge	the	evildoers.	Wicked	men	had	been	running	rampant,	and	
it	was	time	for	them	to	pay	for	it.	The	answer	was	the	destruction	of	Nineveh.	God’s	
judgment	of	Assyria	was	an	act	of	goodness,	an	act	of	pity	and	mercy	for	the	people	who	
had	suffered.	Millennia	removed	from	the	situation,	out	of	context,	we	question	God’s	
judgment,	but	for	the	men,	women	and	children	under	the	thumb	of	Nineveh,	this	
destruction	was	confirmation	of	God’s	love.	
	
Conclusion		
	 Good	does	not	mean	harmless	or	weak.	To	be	good	requires	strength	and	fortitude	
of	spirit.	If	God	were	to	allow	evil	to	go	unchecked,	He	would	not	be	a	good	God.	He	must	
judge	 because	 He	 is	 good.	 Wrath	 against	 evil	 is	 good,	 vengeance	 against	 sin	 is	 good,	
delivering	 the	oppressed	and	crushing	 the	oppressor	 is	good.	We	must	understand	God’s	
holy	 justice	 if	 we	 are	 to	 understand	 His	 love.	 “The	 fear	 of	 the	 Lord	 is	 the	 beginning	 of	
wisdom”	(Psalm	111:10).		If	God	were	not	righteous,	His	love	would	have	no	impact.	But	in	
the	cross	we	see	the	perfect	harmony	of	justice	and	mercy,	the	strength	of	a	good	God.			
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