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Matthew

400 years of silence have passed as the promised Messiah had
come, bringing salvation and deliverance prophesied years
ago by the prophets of God. Matthew, a Jewish tax collector,
was called by Jesus to be one of His disciples. He records the
life, teachings, works, and miracles of Jesus, specifically
focusing on Jesus as the Anointed One. His focus is to
proclaim that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, especially in
light of Jesus’ fulfillment of numerous Old Testament
prophecies. Matthew writes to a primarily Jewish audience
that their King has come, highlighting Jesus’ place in the
Davidic lineage. Jesus indeed came as a King, though in His
first coming, Jesus did not overthrow Rome as many Jews
believed He would. Even so, Matthew makes clear that the
King will return a second time to reign on the earth.
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About Matthew
Author: Matthew
Date: ca. 55-60 AD
Genre: Gospel
Purpose: To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus especially among the First-Century Jews, and to
declare that Jesus was the Messiah prophesied about in the Old Testament.
Characteristics: Narrative style chronicling the disciples’ lives while following Jesus and the
teachings, parables, and miracles of Jesus. Matthew includes many references to the OT.

Above: View of the Sea of Galilee from Mount Arbel looking toward
Capernaum in the distance.
Left: A view from the Sea of Galilee of Mount of Beattitudes, the
traditional locatation for Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.

Outline

Matthew’s Account:
Women In Jesus’ Genealogy

I. The Birth and Early Years of the Messiah (1-2)
II. Beginning of the Messiah’s Ministry (3:1-4:11)
III. The Messiah’s Ministry in Galilee (4:12-14:12)
IV. The Messiah’s Ministry Journeys Away from Galilee (14:13-17:21)
V. The Messiah’s Last Ministry in Galilee (17:22-18:35)
VI. The Messiah’s Ministry in Judea and Perea (19-20)
VII. Passion Week (21-27)
VIII. The Messiah’s Resurrection (28)

Outline adapted from www.biblica.com, The International Bible Society

Questions to Think About
1.) Matthew places great emphasis upon the truth that Jesus was the Messiah according
to the Old Testament prophecies. What can we glean from the incredible accuracy
of the Old Testament prophecies, and the prophecies yet to be fulfilled?
2.) The Beattitudes are one of the most familiar teachings of Jesus recorded by Matthew.
Review the Beattitudes in Chapter 5. Which of the Beattitudes most resonates with
you? Why?
3.) After Jesus’ resurrection, He charged the disciples to go into the nations proclaiming
the Gospel and to teach the world all He had taught them. As a disciple of Jesus, how
are you fulfilling this command of the Lord in your life today?

The Old Testament
in Matthew
Gospel

OT References
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John

40

The Gospel of Matthew holds the most
references to the Old Testament. One reason for this
is that Matthew was writing to a primarily Jewish
audience, and he sought to present Jesus clearly as
the long-anticipated Messiah. The only book in the
New Testament with more Old Testament
references than Matthew is Revelation with 276
references (chart from blueletterbible.org).

“Five women are found in the genealogy of Jesus. Three of
them were women with stained characters: Tamar (Thamar,
Matthew 1:3); 29 Rahab (Rachab, 1:5); and Bath-sheba (“her that
had been the wife of Unas,” 1:6). Tamar was an angered widow
who determined to have her rights of Judah even if it meant
putting both him and her to open shame (Genesis 38:6-30). Rahab
was an abandoned woman, a common harlot of Jericho, but she
exercised a faith as great as Abraham’s. She married into the royal
family of Judah and won honored mention both in Hebrews 11:31
(for her faith) and in James 2:25 (for her works). Bath-sheba was
an adulterous wife, but she became a faithful wife to David and
fearlessly fought to secure the throne for Solomon. Joseph, the
carpenter of Nazareth, was descended from Solomon; and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, descended from Nathan, the second
surviving son of David and Bath-sheba.
The other two women in Jesus’ genealogy were women
of sterling character: Ruth the Moabitess (Matthew 1:5) and the
virgin Mary (1:16). Ruth was “a virtuous woman,” the only woman
so described in the Bible (Ruth 3:11). Her portrait is found in
Proverbs 31:10-31 (an acrostic based on the letters of the Hebrew alphabet). Mary was the virgin mother chosen by God to
be the human vehicle for bringing His Son into the world. Note
whom God deliberately introduced into the genealogy of His Son:
sinners of deepest dye; women, when women in Jewish national
life were generally regarded as nothing (in his morning prayers a
Jewish male habitually thanked God that He had not made him a
Gentile, a slave, or a woman); and pagans such as Rahab the
Canaanite and Ruth the Moabitess (both members of races cursed
by God). Already—on the first page of the New Testament—the
Holy Spirit was preparing for a new age. Jew and Gentile, male
and female, saint and sinner—all would find new status in the
Christ to whom this long list of names leads.
As Matthew traced the genealogy of Jesus, he kept introducing women’s names. He was hinting at something, but would
the Jews grasp it? The first promise and prophecy of Scripture
foretold the coming of a kinsman-redeemer who would be the
seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). Now He had come, not as the
son of Joseph, but as the seed of the woman.”
Excerpt from Exploring the Gospel of Matthew by John Phillips

Through the Bible – Matthew
The Gospels
What Are the Gospels?
One of the first sections of the New Testament is made up of the Gospels. These four
accounts provide the reader with an overview of the life of Jesus, recording many of His
sermons. The four authors of the Gospels are Matthew, Mark and Luke—known as the
Synoptic Gospels (meaning viewed together), and John. In this article, we’ll explore why
these books are called Gospels, their transition from oral stories to written accounts, the type
of literary genre, and what may have motivated these men to write their individual accounts.

Definition of the Term Gospel
The εὐαγγέλιον (gospel) is the central teaching of the Christian faith. William Mounce
defines εὐαγγέλιον as “the ‘good news’ about the salvation God has provided through Jesus
Christ.”1 A second definition is provided by BDAG (a standard Greek/English lexicon) as the
“details relating to the life and ministry of Jesus, good news of Jesus.” 2 BDAG further explains
that εὐαγγέλιον can also have reference to “a book dealing with the life and teaching of Jesus,
a gospel account.”3 It wasn’t until the 2nd century that books of the Bible became known as
the gospels. Hays and Duvall writing for Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook state, “In time, the
word euangelion, “gospel,” came to be used not just of the oral preaching of this message, but
for the written accounts of the story of Jesus—the four “Gospels.” The term was appropriate
since these are not merely history books or biographies of a great man. They are joyful
announcements of the great news that God has intervened in human history to fix what was
broken and to bring hope and reconciliation to His people.4

The Message of the Gospel
Prior to Jesus ascending to heaven He instructed His disciples to proclaim the
εὐαγγέλιον to the entire world. As the early Church took this message to their neighborhoods
and countries they went publicly proclaiming the eyewitness accounts of those who had
been with Jesus. These oral traditions were a foundational link in what would eventually be
the books of the New Testament commonly referred to as the Gospels. The New Bible
Dictionary states, “Most of the material in our Gospels existed for a considerable time in an
oral stage before it was given the written form with which we are familiar.”5 Luke 1:1-4
informs us that it was not just oral tradition that was used as a means of communicating the
message of Jesus. In fact, Luke writes that “many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative
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of those things which have been fulfilled among us. (Luke 1:1)” Elwell and Yarborough state
that some of these early writings could have taken the form of a “collection of prophecies
from the Old Testament that related both to Jesus’s life and to Christians as the heirs of
Jesus’s ministry.”6 The gospel writers were eventually moved by the Holy Spirit to record
their accounts of the life of Jesus building upon the eyewitness accounts, oral traditions, and
some form of written narratives.

The Four Gospel Accounts
The four accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are known as the Gospels. They
each are written in a literary genre identified by Elwell and Yarbrough as “expanded
biographical sermons.”7 Justin Martyr, writing in 155 A.D., states these apostolic writings
were, “memoirs composed by them, which are called Gospels.” 8 These memoirs are
biographical in the sense that they record the details of Jesus’ life, ministry, and death;
however, they are sermonic because they record the messages Jesus delivered. Further, each
of these accounts are calling people to put their faith and trust in Jesus as the Messiah and
Savior of the world. This point is very clear in John’s Gospel as he informs his readers that he
wrote his account so people would know that Jesus is the Messiah and savior of the world
(John 20:30-31). Although John brings the εὐαγγέλιον to his readers, he never employs the
term in his writings.9
A reasonable question to ask at this point is what motivated the Apostles to record
these memoirs on the life of Jesus? One cannot say with absolute certainty, but it appears
that there were a few factors at work motivating their writings. As suggested by Elwell and
Yarbrough, a few reasons are as follows: “the speed and spread of the gospel necessitated
the information to be recorded, the aging of the apostles, and the desire to have a reliable
account before their passing, the possible inaccurate accounts that were being circulated or
the need to have accurate materials for discipling new believers.”10

Conclusion
Whatever the reasons were that motivated Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to write
their accounts, we can say with confidence that we are blessed by their writing. Each
account provides a unique look into the life of our Savior. These descriptions of the life of
Jesus have provided the world a black and white portrait of Jesus, the Savior of the world,
for the last 2,000 years.
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