
Mark
The second Gospel in the New Testament was probably the 

first to be written. Consider the gravity of that fact - this 
was the first written account of the life of Jesus! Written by 
John Mark, the nephew of Barnabas, from the testimony of 

Simon Peter, this is a short, exciting story about the 
Messiah. In it, Jesus is depicted as the servant of all. He 

does not allow any custom or prejudice or tradition to force 
Him to act. He acts out of love for everyone, serving them 

all, from the poorest leper to the ruler of the synagoge, 
beggars and centurions. Although it is the same story told 
in the other Gospels, it gives a different perspective on the 
same rich narrative. In it, Jesus is born, lives, dies and rises 

from the dead to ascend to the right hand of the Father. 

May 9, 2018

RESOURCES
The Words and Works of Jesus Christ - J. Dwight Pentecost

Exposition of the Gospel According to Mark - Willilam Hendriksen

An Introduction to the New Testament - D.A. Carson & Douglas J. Moo 

The New Testament: Its Background and Message - Thomas D. Lea

My Notes

cclburg.com/Throug hTheBible

Through the 
Bible

with Pastor Troy Warner

Calvary Chapel Lynchburg presents



About Mark
Author: Peter (with Mark)
Date: ca. 55-60 AD
Genre: Gospel
Purpose: To tell the story of Jesus Christ as the servant of all
 who came to save not just the Jews, but the whole world.
Characteristics: Fast-paced narrative, focusing on important
 events, with explanations of Jewish customs.

Outline
I. The Beginnings of Jesus’ Ministry (1:1-13)
II. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:14-6:29)
 A. Early Galilean Ministry (1:14-3:12)
 B. Later Galilean Ministry (3:13-6:29)
III. Strategic Withdrawals from Galilee (6:30-9:29)
IV. Final Ministry in Galilee (9:30-50)
V. Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (10)
VI. The Passion of Jesus (11-15)
VII. The Resurrection of Jesus (16)

Questions to Think About
1.) Mark was likely written from Peter’s testimony. There are several stories in this Gospel  
 that do not paint Peter in a very flattering light. What does this tell you about Peter’s  
 character? What does that teach you for your life?

2.) The Gospel of Mark speaks of Jesus as the Messiah, with references to the prophets and  
 Jewish traditions. But it takes the time to explain these things for an audience that  
 might not be familiar with them. What does that tell you about this book?

3.) Mark portrays Jesus as the suffering servant. He did not come to be served, but to  
 serve. What does the humility of Jesus teach you about your life? Are you a servant  
 to everyone in your life?

Synagogue in Capernaum, Peter’s hometown and Jesus’ base of operations during His ministry.

The Gospel According to Peter?
While the title of the second Gospel is “Mark,” it is traditionally understood 

that John Mark wrote down the recollections of Simon Peter. Mark was a known 
associate of the apostles, and this explains some of the Peter-specific details in 

the Gospel.

The Ending of Mark
You may have seen in your Bible that Mark 16:9-20 is in brackets, commenting that these verses 
are not in the oldest and best manuscripts. This refers primarily to Codex Sinaiticus and Codex 

Vaticanus, two of our oldest and most reliable copies of the New Testament. These do not include 
the last twelve verses of Mark. There is also some church tradition that there were originally a few 

different endings to Mark. 

However, if Mark ends at 16:8, this is how the book ends: “And they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid.” This is an abrupt and confusing ending. We also know that this is not at all what 
happened. The longer ending is referenced very early in church history, quoted by Irenaeus in the 
Second Century, as well as Justin Martyr, Tatian and others. There are also plenty of manuscripts 

that do include it; most, in fact. Mark 16:9-20 does not contradict any other teaching in Scripture, 
and the passage makes no sense without it. Conservative scholars are divided, but it seems best 
to include it in the text, while understanding the difficulties. We ought to be fearful and slow to 

remove text from the Bible, especially something as important as this.

Outline adapted from www.biblica.com, The International Bible Society

Mark is believed to
be the first Gospel 
written, the oldest 
book in the New 

Testament.



Through	the	Bible	
Mark	–	The	Synoptic	Problem1	
	
Introduction	
	 Matthew,	Mark	and	Luke	are	known	as	the	Synoptic	Gospels.	This	word	means	“seen	
together,”	because	these	three	Gospels	are	very	similar	to	each	other.	Unlike	John,	which	is	
very	distinct	from	the	others,	Matthew,	Mark	and	Luke	contain	much	identical	content,	and	
tell	mostly	the	same	stories	and	teachings.	This	raises	a	question:	Why	are	they	so	alike?	
Specifically,	we	wonder	if	they	relied	on	each	other	when	they	were	written	or	if	there	
were	other	sources	beyond	the	Scriptures	that	they	shared.	This	is	called	the	Synoptic	
Problem.	
	
Possible	Solutions	
	 Most	proposed	solutions	to	the	Synoptic	Problem	involve	speculative	sources.	One	
solution	is	that	the	Gospel	writers	relied	on	accepted	oral	tradition	about	Jesus.	This	would	
have	the	evangelists	writing	down	the	stories	that	had	been	circulating	and	passed	down,	
which	explains	why	they	are	so	similar.	Others	formalize	this	idea	into	a	previous	Gospel	
that	has	not	survived,	which	served	as	a	source	for	the	writers.	This	makes	some	sense,	but	
doesn’t	explain	why	eyewitnesses	would	need	to	rely	on	tradition	other	than	their	own	
memories.		
	 Another	common	idea	is	that	of	the	Q	document.	Q	is	short	for	the	German	quelle,	
which	means	“source.”	This	idea	assumes	that	the	Gospel	of	Mark	was	the	first	to	be	
written.	93%	of	Mark	is	duplicated	in	Matthew	and	Luke,	so	it	is	likely	that	Matthew	and	
Luke	used	Mark	as	a	base	to	write	their	own	Gospels.	Then	there	is	content	that	only	
Matthew	and	Luke	share,	not	Mark.	This	is	believed	to	be	sourced	from	Q.	The	problem	
with	this	idea	is	that	it	is	entirely	speculative.	We	do	not	have	any	document	that	could	be	
Q,	and	there	is	no	tradition	surrounding	such	a	document.	In	fact,	Church	tradition	teaches	
that	Matthew	was	written	first.	Whether	or	not	that	fact	is	true,	we	should	be	careful	
about	inventing	documents	that	were	supposedly	used	to	write	Scripture.	
	 This	idea	of	multiple	sources	and	documents	can	be	taken	to	radical	extremes.	This	
is	done	to	the	point	of	abuse	in	the	Old	Testament,	but	it	also	affects	the	Synoptic	Gospels.	
According	to	what	is	called	Form	Criticism,	the	Synoptic	Gospels	were	compiled	from	
multiple	different	sources	and	authors.	The	goal	then,	becomes	to	identify	those	various	
sources	and	analyze	what	their	agenda	was	in	the	original	writing.	For	example,	one	source	
would	be	the	“real”	history,	as	it	happened.	Another	would	be	the	theologized	

                                                        
1 Adapated	from	Barbieri,	Louis	A.,	Jr.	“Matthew.”	In	The	Bible	Knowledge	Commentary:	An	Exposition	of	the	Scriptures,	
	 edited	by	J.	F.	Walvoord	and	R.	B.	Zuck.	Wheaton,	IL:	Victor	Books,	1985.	
	



interpretation	of	the	events	by	a	given	author	or	school	of	thought.	A	third	would	be	the	
invented	stories	of	Christ’s	miracles.	Form	critics	believe	that	they	can	dismantle	the	
Gospels	to	figure	out	what	“really	happened.”	
	 The	danger	here	is	obvious.	We	do	not	have	any	tradition	or	textual	examples	of	the	
Gospels	being	compiled.	We	do	not	have	fragments	of	Gospel	floating	around	that	were	
later	sewn	into	one	piece.	Instead,	we	have	traditions	of	the	evangelists	writing	their	
Gospels	as	a	whole.	And	that	is	the	simplest	explanation.	Ideas	that	mutilate	the	text	of	
Scripture	to	get	to	some	hidden	meaning	usually	are	naturalistic	in	that	they	reject	any	
possibility	of	miracles	or	divine	inspiration,	and	post-modern	in	that	they	believe	that	
context	is	more	important	than	the	text	itself.	We	should	not	allow	such	ideas	to	infiltrate	
our	biblical	interpretation	
	
Conclusion	
	 In	the	end,	we	cannot	be	exactly	sure	why	the	Synoptics	are	so	similar	to	each	other.	
Of	course,	we	believe	that	the	apostles	were	eyewitnesses	to	these	events,	so	it	is	no	
question	as	to	how	they	came	by	this	information.	Matthew	was	one	of	the	Twelve,	Mark	
likely	wrote	on	behalf	of	Peter,	and	Luke	had	access	to	eyewitnesses.	It	is	entirely	possible	
that	the	writers	used	each	other’s	writings	to	jog	their	own	memories	or	complete	their	
own	manuscripts.	Luke	is	obviously	aware	that	others	have	written	down	their	stories,	so	it	
stands	to	reason	that	the	others	would	have	been	aware	of	each	other.	Whatever	part	oral	
tradition	or	anything	else	might	have	played	is	truly	impossible	for	us	to	know.	What	we	
can	know	is	that	God	inspired	the	writing	of	Scripture	by	His	Holy	Spirit,	and	that	when	we	
open	the	Bible	we	are	reading	the	very	words	of	God.		
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