
Luke
The third Gospel is the longest. Written not by an apostle, 

but by Luke the Evangelist, a physician and faithful 
companion of Paul - and possibly even a Gentile! This 
Gospel contains much more detail and fleshes out the 

stories much more than the others. Luke was a minister to 
the Gentiles along with Paul, so this book was written to 

give the complete account of the life of Christ to those who 
were not there and would never have the chance to speak to 
an eyewitness. It is written to “Theophilus,” who may have 
been a real person, but the name means “Lover of God”. As 

believers who are separated from the Gospel story by 
millennia, who have heard but never seen, this Gospel is 
for us and for all who are true seekers and lovers of God. 
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About Luke
Author: Luke the Physician
Date: ca. 60s AD
Genre: Gospel
Purpose: To tell the story of Jesus Christ, as others have already
 but in greater detail for the purpose of instruction.
Characteristics: Long, detailed narratives, lots of parables and
 teachings, extra information for those unfamiliar with the story.

Outline
I. Introduction to John the Bapist and Jesus (1-2)

II. Jesus Begins His Ministry Introducing the Kingdom of God (3:1-9:50)

III. The Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:44)

IV. The Final Week: Conflict, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Commission (19:45-24:53)

Questions to Think About
1.) Luke includes extra details about the births of Jesus and John the Baptist. Why is this  
 relevant? Can you see how Luke’s Gospel was intended to give “an orderly account”  
 for those unfamiliar with the story?

2.) Luke shows Jesus praying more than any other Gospel combined. Is it weird for you to  
 think of Jesus praying? Why does Luke show us this? If Jesus needed to pray, how  
 much more you and I?

3.) Luke is the third Synoptic Gospel, along with Matthew and Mark. After reading all  
 three, what do we gain from having three similar Gospels? Do you feel that the 
 differences outweight the similarities? Why or why not?

Longest 
book in
the New 

Testament!

“Just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word 
delivered them to us.” (Luke 1:2)

Luke was written in

a style closer to 

Classical Greek than 

the typical Koine of 

the rest of the New 
Testament.

Dr. Luke
In Colossians 4:14, Luke is called “the beloved physician.” He was a doctor who traveled with 

Paul. Perhaps because of Paul’s frequent ailments (2 Cor. 12:7-9, Gal. 4:13-15), he needed 
someone who could take care of him as he took the Gospel forth. Paul called him his “fellow 
laborer” in Philemon 1:24. We first see him in Acts 16:10, when the narrative switches from 
“he” and “they” to “we.” Because we believe Luke wrote the book of Acts, this is where Paul 

picked him up in Troas. In Paul’s final writing he mentions that “only Luke is with me.” 
(2 Timothy 4:11) Luke was Paul’s most faithful companion, who stuck with him to the very 
end, his imprisonment in Rome. His commitment to the Lord and his the rigor he would 

have practiced as a physician make him an ideal candidate to pen the third Gospel.

At His baptism (3:21)
Choosing His disciples (6:12)
At the confession of Peter (9:18)
The Transfiguration (9:28-29)

The Lord’s prayer (11:1)
For Peter (22:32)
Garden of Gethsemane (22:41, 44)
From the cross (23:34, 46)

“So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.”
(Luke 5:16)

“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to
pray and not lose heart”

(Luke 18:1)

Birth Narratives

The Gospel of Luke includes the only account of the birth of John the Baptist, and the 
fullest account of the birth of Jesus. He also is the only writer to include the story of Jesus 

in the Temple as a youth and Mary’s song, the Magnificat. 

Some have wondered about where Luke could have gotten this information, or claimed 
that it is mere speculation. However, there is a much simpler explanation: He talked to 

Mary! Mary was a part of the early Church, and Luke says that he depended on 
eyewitness accounts. So not only was Mary used by God to bear and raise Jesus, but she 

was a primary source for Luke’s Gospel as well.

One third of the 

Gospel of Luke is 

unique among the 

Synoptic Gospels.



Through	the	Bible	–	Luke	
Luke	&	Acts	

Introduction	
	The	Gospel	of	Luke	and	the	book	of	Acts	were	written	by	the	same	author:	Luke	the	

physician.	There	is	strong	church	tradition	to	support	Luke	as	the	author,	as	well	as	the	“we	
passages”	of	Acts,	where	Luke	speaks	of	himself	as	a	companion	of	Paul.	And	since	we	are	
sure	that	Luke	wrote	Acts,	we	can	be	sure	that	he	wrote	Luke	as	well.	There	are	some	
things	that	distinguish	the	writing	style	of	Luke	beyond	doubt.	These	are	common	to	Luke	
and	Acts.	We’ll	look	at	a	few	of	them	here.	

	
Theophilus	

The	most	obvious	similarity	between	these	two	books	is	the	greeting.	Luke	writes,	
“It	seemed	good	to	me…to	write	to	you	an	orderly	account,	most	excellent	Theophilus.”	
(Luke	1:3)	Then	in	the	book	of	Acts,	“The	former	account	I	made,	O	Theophilus,	of	all	that	
Jesus	began	both	to	do	and	teach…”	(Acts	1:1)	Luke	writes	to	this	person,	Theophilus,	in	
both	accounts.	By	the	way	he	addresses	him,	“O	Theophilus,”	“most	excellent	Theophilus,”	
it	would	seem	that	he	is	a	man	of	some	standing,	perhaps	a	ruler	of	some	kind.	It	is	also	
possible	that	the	name	is	a	stand-in	for	whoever	reads	the	book.	“Theophilus”	means	
“Lover	of	God,”	so	maybe	he	wrote	it	to	lovers	of	God	everywhere	who	desire	to	know	the	
story	of	Jesus.	Either	way,	both	writings	begin	the	same	way	and	are	addressed	to	the	same	
person.	This	ties	them	together	and	confirms	that	the	author	of	Luke	is	also	the	author	of	
Acts.	
	
Language	

This	next	point	has	to	do	with	the	Greek	text	of	Luke	and	Acts.	Because	we	read	the	
Bible	through	translation,	it	can	be	difficult	for	us	to	discern	stylistic	elements	in	the	
language.	The	translators	tend	to	smooth	out	the	text	so	that	it	reads	evenly.	But	if	you	read	
the	books	of	Luke	or	Acts	in	the	Greek,	you	notice	very	quickly	that	the	style	is	much	more	
sophisticated.	Most	of	the	New	Testament,	with	the	exception	of	Hebrews,	was	written	in	
the	common	Koine,	or	“common”	language	of	the	average	man.	This	is	distinct	from	the	
Classical	Greek	of	Homer,	Plato	and	Aristotle.	Luke	and	Acts	are	not	written	in	Classical	
Greek,	but	there	is	definitely	an	elevation	of	style	and	an	increase	in	vocabulary.	Imagine	
comparing	a	science	fiction	novel	with	Shakespeare	or.	It	is	still	Greek	and	still	
understandable,	but	it	reads	differently.	Both	Luke	and	Acts	share	this	style	and	
vocabulary,	driving	us	again	to	conclude	that	the	author	is	the	same.	
	
	



Themes	
Lastly,	we	see	that	the	themes	of	Luke	and	Acts	are	similar.	Obviously,	they	both	

speak	about	Jesus,	the	Church	and	so	on.	But	even	among	the	other	Gospels	and	New	
Testament	books,	their	emphases	stand	out.,	not	as	contradictory	but	as	distinct,	like	a	
pastor	with	a	favorite	theme.	Both	books	contain	long,	detailed	stories.	Mark	is	quick	and	to	
the	point,	and	Matthew	demonstrates	that	Jesus	is	the	promised	Messiah,	but	Luke	really	
likes	narrative.	The	book	of	Acts,	of	course,	is	full	of	stories,	and	so	is	the	Gospel	of	Luke.	
For	example,	Luke	devotes	much	more	time	and	detail	to	the	Nativity	story,	while	John	
excludes	it	entirely.	Also,	Luke	and	Acts	make	a	big	deal	out	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Repeatedly	
they	talk	about	being	filled	with	the	Spirit,	they	make	the	Spirit	a	central	character	of	the	
larger	story.	There	are	other	things	too,	like	the	focus	on	the	broad	reach	of	Jesus’	ministry	
or	teachings	that	defend	the	Gospel	against	attack.	There	is	enough	similarity	in	theme	for	
us	to	be	further	justified	in	believing	that	both	authors	are	the	same.	
	
Conclusion	

Scholars	always	want	to	disrupt	and	dismantle	what	God	has	put	together.	
Oftentimes	they	work	so	hard	to	come	up	with	something	new	that	they	circle	back	to	
where	the	Church	began.	The	early	Church	recognized	Luke	as	the	author	of	both	books,	
and	we	have	every	reason	to	believe	that	this	is	the	case.	And	since	it	is	true,	we	know	that	
the	stories	that	are	written	here	are	reliable,	eyewitness	accounts	written	by	the	
meticulous	hand	of	Paul’s	fellow	laborer.	
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