
Leviticus
Leviticus continues the insruction of the 
end of the book of Exodus by laying out the 

Law of God. It includes descriptions of 
sacrifices, festivals and civil policies. It gives 
a strong call to the people to obey God’s 
Law. This book is extraordinarily detailed 
and can seem foreign to us but through 

these laws for the nation of Israel, God 
reveals truths about Himself and salvation 

to which we should all take heed.
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About Leviticus
Author: Moses
Date: ca. 1400s BC
Genre: History/Law
Purpose: To lay out practical civil and religious laws for God’s chosen people  
 as they lived out their newfound relationship with Him.
Characteristics: Detailed mandates and descriptions of religious ceremonies 
 and civic policies with a consistent call to holiness and obedience.

Outline
I. Enjoying God’s Presence (1-7)
II. Entering God’s Service (8-10)
 A. The Ordination of the Priests (8)
 B. The Beginning of Priestly Ministry (9)
 C. The Violation of Priestly Ministry (10)
III. Encountering God’s Design (11-15)
 A. Clean and Unclean Animals (11)
 B. Childbirth (12)
 C. Laws about Disease (13-14)
 D. Cleansing after Discharges (15)
IV. Ensuring God’s Forgiveness (16)
V. Enacting God’s Word (17-26)
 A. The Laws (17-25)
 B. The Curses and Blessings (26)
VI. Enamored by God’s Grace (27)

Questions to Think About
1.) What does the attention to detail in the rituals and laws tell us about the holiness of  
 God in the book of Leviticus?

2.) Read through the Gospels and find the places where Jesus celebrated a feast or kept  
 the Law in some way. How can Leviticus help illuminate those stories?

3.) What does the Bible, especially in the writings of the apostles, teach about keeping  
 these laws and ceremonies under the New Covenant?

The Hebrew title of Leviticus is
Vayiqra, which means “And 
(He) Called,” from the first 

words of the book: “Now the 
Lord called to Moses, and 

spoke to him”.

The Greek title is Leuticon, 
from which we get our word, 

“Leviticus.” The name describes 
things pertaining to the

Levites, a reference to the men 
who worked in the Tabernacle.

Leviticus is all about holiness and the need for atonement
 -“Holy” and its root, used over 100 times -“Priest” is used 189 times
 -“Sacrifice” is used 42 times   -“Blood” is used 86 times



Through	the	Bible	–	Leviticus	
	
Introduction	
	 The	application	of	the	Law	in	a	believer’s	life	has	been	a	topic	of	confusion	for	many	
people.	What	does	the	Bible	teach	about	the	Law?	Are	portions	to	be	followed	while	others	
are	 not?	 How	 does	 a	 Christian	 relate	 to	 the	 Law?	 These	 are	 questions	 that	 many	 have	
pondered,	and	in	a	short	study	on	the	systems	of	sacrifice,	perhaps	some	light	will	be	shed	
on	this	topic.	The	fulfillment	of	the	Law	is	found	in	Jesus	Christ,	but	the	existence	of	the	Law	
has	 caused	 many	 to	 wonder	 what	 its	 intent	 and	 purpose	 was.	 A	 study	 of	 the	 book	 of	
Hebrews	shows	many	of	the	differences	between	the	old	and	new	systems	of	sacrifice.	This	
chart	 outlines	 the	 contrasts	 between	 the	 old	 and	 new	 sacrifice	 systems	 according	 to	 the	
book	of	Hebrews:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The	Old	System	of	Sacrifice	

The	Old	System	of	Sacrifice	is	set	forth	in	Leviticus	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	bring	
offerings	and	sacrifices	to	the	Lord	for	various	circumstances	–	like	freewill	offerings,	guilt	
offerings	 and	 burnt	 offerings.	 The	 Law’s	 purpose,	 however,	 was	 to	 show	 Israel	 (and	 by	
extension	all	of	man)	that	they	cannot	achieve	the	perfection	God	requires	for	eternal	life	by	
the	Law.	The	works	required	under	the	 law	for	sacrifice	could	not	save	anyone,	nor	were	
																																																								

1 Chart from: Neil Wilson and Linda K. Taylor, Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts and Maps, (Wheaton, 
IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2001). 

Old	System	of	Sacrifice1	 New	System	of	Sacrifice	

Was	temporary	(Heb.	8:13)	 Is	Permanent	(Heb.	7:21)	

Aaron	was	first	high	priest	(Lev.	16:32)	 Jesus	is	only	High	Priest	(Heb.	4:14)	

From	tribe	of	Levi	(Heb.	7:5)	 From	tribe	of	Judah	(Heb.	7:14)	

Ministered	on	earth	(Heb.	8:4)	 Ministers	in	heaven	(Heb.	8:1-2)	

Used	blood	of	animals	(Lev.	16:15)	 Uses	blood	of	Christ	(Heb.	10:4-12)	

Required	many	sacrifices	(Lev.	22:19)	 Requires	one	sacrifice	(Heb.	9:28)	

Needed	perfect	animals	(Lev.	22:19)	 Needs	a	perfect	life	(Heb.	5:9)	

Required	 careful	 approach	 to	
Tabernacle	(Lev.	16:2)	

Encourages	 confident	 approach	 to	
throne	(Heb.	4:16)	

Looked	 forward	 to	 new	 system	 (Heb.	
10:1)	

Sets	aside	old	system	(Heb.	10:9)	



they	meant	 to.	 None	 of	 the	 sacrifices	 under	 the	 Law	 could	 provide	 the	 perfect	 sacrifice	
needed	 for	 eternal	 life.	 Though	 blood	was	 poured	 out	 from	many	 animals,	 a	 permanent,	
once-for-all	sacrifice	was	necessary.	That	would	require	a	perfect	life	to	be	lived,	which	is	
found	in	Jesus.	
	
The	New	System	of	Sacrifice	
	 The	New	System	of	Sacrifice	is	centered	on	Jesus	and	His	atoning	sacrifice.	Through	
His	blood	and	once-for-all	sacrifice	on	the	cross,	Jesus	provided	the	perfect	life	needed	for	
eternal	life.	As	the	High	Priest,	Jesus	performed	the	sacrifice	as	He	gave	Himself	for	all,	and	
those	in	Him	have	the	confidence	to	draw	near	to	God.	This	is	a	system	based	on	faith	and	
grace	and	not	on	works,	as	it	has	set	aside	the	old	system	of	sacrifice.		

So	what	 is	 the	 significance	of	 the	Law	 to	 the	Christian?	The	Law	was	 a	 tutor	 that	
would	lead	us	to	Christ	(Gal.	3:24).	Since	the	works	of	the	Law	justify	no	one,	it	is	through	
faith	in	Christ	and	His	sacrifice	that	one	finds	salvation	(Gal.	3:11).	

The	system	of	sacrifice	found	its	fulfillment	in	Jesus,	and	with	it,	the	whole	Law	was	
fulfilled	 in	Him.	Therefore,	 those	who	are	 found	 in	Christ	have	His	 righteousness,	which,	
was	perfect	in	regard	to	the	Law.	So	is	salvation	found	in	works?	No!	It	is	by	grace	through	
faith	in	Jesus	(Eph.	2:8-9).		
	
Conclusion	

Jesus	said	 that	 the	greatest	commandment	 is	 to	 love	God	with	all	your	heart,	soul,	
and	mind.	As	Christians,	we	obey	the	Lord	because	we	love	Him	and	it	is	proper	to	do	so.	
And	those	who	are	of	God	will	obey	God	(John	14:21)	and	will	not	use	the	liberty	in	grace	as	
an	opportunity	 for	sin,	but	will	 rather	use	the	 liberty	 in	grace	 for	a	 life	of	sacrifice	 to	 the	
Lord	(Rom.	12:1-2).	In	Christ	we	are	now	under	the	Lord’s	grace.	Remember	that	the	grace	
of	the	Lord	trains	us	to	live	godly	lives	(Titus	2:11-12),	so	following	commandments	of	the	
Lord	 is	a	part	of	 the	 life	of	 the	Christian	who	has	already	been	justified	by	faith.	Thus	 it	 is	
through	Jesus	that	the	Law	is	fulfilled	and	through	His	grace	that	the	believer	finds	his	or	
her	fulfillment	of	the	Law	(Rom.	8:2-4).	


