
Joshua
After Moses’s death, Joshua assumed 

leadership of Israel. In this book, he leads a 
new generation of Israelites into the 

Promised Land, conquering kings and 
fortified cities. After Israel assumes control 

of the land, each tribe is apportioned its 
individual inheritance. The book ends with 

the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
Abraham, passed down for generations, has 
finally come to fruition. God has brought 

His people to their Promised Land.
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About Joshua
Author: Joshua
Date: Early 1300s BC
Genre: History
Purpose: to record the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel through the 
 conquest of the Promised Land and the settlement of the tribes.
Characteristics: Longer narratives detailing the conquest of Canaan and the  
 division of the land among the tribes of Israel.

Outline
I. Entrance into Canaan (1:1-5:12)
 A. Marching Orders (1)
 B. Reconnaissance of Jericho (2)
 C. Crossing into Canaan (3:1-5:12)
II. Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)
 A. Defeat of Jericho (5:13-6:33)
 B. Defeat of Ai (7-8)
 C. Conquest of the Land (9-12)
III. Division of Canaan (13-21)
 A. Land Distributed (13-19)
 B. Special Cities (20-21)
IV. Obedience in Canaan (22-24)
 A. Conflict and Resolution (22)
 B. Joshua’s Final Exhortation (23)
 C. Renewal of the Covenant (24)

Questions to Think About
1.) How does the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel concerning the Promised Land  
 encourage us to trust the Lord’s promises throughout the Bible?

2.) A repeated command of the Lord to Joshua was to be courageous and to not be   
 afraid. How does this tie in with other teachings about faith in the Bible?

3.) The Bible contains precise, detailed historical accounts like the conquest of Jericho.  
 How should Scripture inform our archaeological findings in Jericho?

The Hebrew title of 
Joshua is Yehoshua, which is 
the Hebrew transliteration of 

the name “Joshua”.

Key Names & Places

1. Joshua  1. Jericho
2. Rahab  2. Jordan River
3. Achan  3. Ai
4. Caleb  4. Gibeon
5. Eleazar  5. Hazor
6. Phinehas 6. Cities of Refuge
   7. Shechem

Modern-Day Ruins of Jericho
Logos Bible Software



Through	the	Bible	–	Joshua	
The	Fall	of	Jericho1	
	
Introduction	
	 	

The	Bible	contains	detailed	accounts	of	events	that	have	occurred	throughout	history.	One	such	
account	centers	on	the	conquest	of	Jericho.	Shortly	after	Israel	crossed	the	Jordan,	they	approached	the	
city	 of	 Jericho	 and	 the	 Lord	 commanded	 them	 to	 conquer	 it.	 The	 priests	 and	 armed	 men	 of	 Israel	
marched	around	the	city	once	each	day	for	six	days,	and	then	on	the	seventh	day,	marched	around	the	
fortified	city	seven	times.	After	the	seventh	time	around	the	city,	the	priests	blew	their	trumpets	and	the	
people	of	Israel	shouted,	and	the	walls	came	tumbling	down	–	Jericho	was	devoted	to	destruction.	

The	dating	for	the	Exodus	helps	us	understand	when	the	conquest	of	Jericho	happened.	After	the	
Exodus	 in	1446	BC,	 Israel	 spent	 40	 years	 in	 the	wilderness	 before	 entering	 the	Promised	Land.	After	
those	40	years,	 Israel	moved	across	 the	 Jordan	 into	 the	Land,	 and	 the	 first	 city	 to	be	 conquered	after	
crossing	the	Jordan	was	Jericho.	This	conquest	is	dated	to	1406	BC,	40	years	after	the	Exodus.		

Scholars	agree	 that	 the	city	of	 Jericho	was	destroyed	 in	great	 fashion.	As	 the	Bible	details,	 the	
city	of	 Jericho	was	devoted	 to	destruction.	Before	 the	1950s,	 it	was	generally	accepted	 that	 the	 fall	of	
Jericho	 occurred	 around	 1400	 BC	 in	 the	 Late	 Bronze	 I	 period	 (1550-1400	 BC).	 In	 the	 1930s,	
archaeologist	 John	 Garstang’s	 excavations	 at	 Jericho	 produced	 evidence	 that	 supports	 the	 biblical	
account	 of	 Jericho’s	 destruction.	 The	 majority	 of	 scholars	 agree	 that	 Jericho	 indeed	 was	 reduced	 to	
rubble	and	burned;	however,	many	became	skeptical	of	the	traditional	dating	after	the	work	of	Kathleen	
Kenyon,	a	British	archaeologist,	well-known	for	her	work	on	the	site	of	ancient	Jericho.	Kenyon	dates	the	
the	fall	of	Jericho	at	1550	BC.	If	Kenyon’s	dating	is	correct,	this	means	there	would	have	been	no	city	for	
Joshua	and	Israel	to	conquer.	
	 	
Recent	Study	of	Archaeological	Findings	
	 	

Dr.	Bryant	Wood,	 a	 contemporary	archaeologist,	 posits	Kenyon’s	dating	 as	 incorrect	based	on	
the	evidence	found	even	in	her	own	excavations.	Dr.	Wood	has	done	extensive	research,	looking	into	the	
pottery,	 the	 fallen	walls,	 and	 other	 evidence	 that	 support	 the	 Israelite	 conquest	 account	 in	 the	 Bible.	
Through	his	specialization	 in	Late	Bronze	 I	period	pottery	and	his	expert	knowledge	on	Late	Bronze	 I	
history,	 Dr.	 Wood	 has	 been	 able	 to	 analyze	 the	 archaeological	 information	 from	 the	 various	 digs	 in	
Jericho	to	come	to	this	conclusion:	the	conquest	of	Jericho	happened	as	the	Bible	records	it.	
	
The	Evidence	at	Tel-Jericho	
	
Retaining	&	Mudbrick	Walls	
	 Around	the	city	of	Jericho	was	a	large	
stone	retaining	wall,	around	15	feet	tall.	This	
wall	held	in	the	earthen	embankment	of	the	
lower	part	of	the	city.	Upon	this	wall	was	
another	wall.	According	to	Dr.	Wood,	this	wall	
was	6	feet	thick,	and	was	around	another	15	
feet	tall.	Access	into	the	city	would	otherwise	
have	been	impossible	over	the	walls	if	it	had	
not	fallen	in	a	certain	manner.		

																																																								
1 All archaeological data, images and information was obtained through Dr. Bryant G. Wood’s video production 

Jericho Unearthed and various articles located at www.biblearchaeology.org. Written by Joel Denney 

The	mudbricks	(red)	formed	a	ramp	to	the	top	of	the	
retaining	wall	(black),	providing	easy	access	to	the	
otherwise	impenetrable	lower	portion	of	city	(yellow),	
even	to	the	upper	part	of	the	city	(brown).	



	 Garstang	and	Kenyon	both	found	that	there	were	large	piles	of	mudbricks	on	the	outside	of	the	
stone	retaining	wall	–	the	walls	had	fallen	away	from	the	center	of	the	city.	Dr.	Wood	asserts	that	this	
evidence	supports	the	Bible’s	account	of	Jericho’s	walls	tumbling	down.	He	notes	that	the	Hebrew	more	
specifically	states	the	walls	“fell	beneath	themselves,”	and	in	doing	so,	Dr.	Wood	says	they	formed	a	
ramp	for	Israel	(Josh.	6:20b	–	“The	wall	fell	down	flat,	so	that	the	people	went	up	into	the	city,	every	man	
straight	before	him	and	they	captured	the	city”).		
	
Pottery	
	 Kenyon	dates	the	destruction	of	Jericho	to	1550	BC	because	of	the	absence	of	Cypriote	pottery,	a	
commonly	imported	pottery	during	the	time	for	wealthy	households.	Yet,	Dr.	Wood	says	this	type	of	
pottery	is	a	key	indicator	of	Late	Bronze	Age	occupation.	He	notes	Kenyon	did	not	find	this	type	of	
pottery	in	her	1950s	excavations,	whereas	Garstang	in	the	1930s	did	find	this	type	of	pottery.	Dr.	Wood	
posits	that	Kenyon	based	her	date	of	the	conquest	of	Jericho	to	1550	BC	because	of	what	she	did	not	find	
instead	of	the	pottery	that	she	did	find.	Even	though	Kenyon	did	not	find	the	Late	Bronze	indicator	of	
Cypriote-style	pottery,	the	evidence	of	local	pottery	dating	in	the	Late	Bronze	I	age	is	overwhelming	
according	to	Dr.	Wood.	He	even	records	that	Kenyon	admitted	she	was	looking	in	an	area	of	the	city	that	
would	not	have	been	where	the	wealthier	people	lived,	an	area	one	would	not	expect	to	find	this	
imported	pottery.	Dr.	Woods’	examination	of	Garstang’s	and	Kenyon’s	excavated	pottery	shows	an	
abundance	of	local	pieces	that	are	characteristic	of	Late	Bronze	I	pottery.	This	type	of	pottery	was	
common	during	this	period	in	Jericho,	but	also	in	the	surrounding	area.	Dr.	Woods’	evaluation	solidifies	
the	dating	of	the	conquest	of	Jericho	around	1400	BC,	the	Late	Bronze	I	period,	as	the	Bible	records.	
	
Grain	
	 Another	interesting	find	by	the	archaeologists	were	large	pots	of	grain	found	in	excavated	
homes.	These	pots	reflect	the	Lord’s	command	to	completely	destroy	the	city.	Joshua	6:24	says,	“But	
they	burned	the	city	and	all	that	was	in	it	with	fire.	Only	the	silver	and	gold,	and	the	vessels	of	bronze	
and	iron,	they	put	into	the	treasury	of	the	Lord.”	Israel	was	commanded	to	leave	behind	the	items	
devoted	to	destruction	(Josh.	6:18).	The	plethora	of	pots	found	in	the	dig	suggest	that	the	spring	harvest	
of	grain	had	very	recently	occurred.	Israel	held	the	first	Passover	
in	the	Promised	Land	just	before	invading	Jericho.	Passover	is	
held	in	the	springtime.	Rahab	even	had	stalks	of	flax	on	her	roof	
that	she	hid	the	spies	under	(Josh.	2:6),	evidence	that	the	harvest	
had	recently	been	brought	in.	The	Bible	says	that	only	the	silver	
and	gold,	and	the	vessels	of	bronze	and	iron	were	to	be	put	in	the	
treasury	of	the	Lord,	and	that	nothing	else	was	to	be	taken.	
According	to	Dr.	Wood,	as	excavations	were	conducted,	many	
rooms	full	of	pots	with	burned	grain	were	uncovered.	Since	grain	
was	a	valuable	item,	one	would	expect	that	it	would	have	been	
taken	as	plunder	by	an	invader.	Yet,	since	the	Lord	commanded	
Israel	to	leave	all	these	things	behind,	it	was	not	only	left,	but	
also	burned	along	with	the	rest	of	the	city.	We	see	here,	again,	
that	the	evidence	is	in	agreement	with	the	biblical	account	of	
Jericho.		
	
Conclusion	
	 All	of	the	evidence	and	the	work	by	Dr.	Wood,	Garstang,	and	Kenyon	point	to	the	biblical	account	
of	 the	 conquest	 of	 Jericho.	 The	 dating	 of	 the	 conquest	 of	 Jericho	 is	 1406	 BC.	 As	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	
crossed	the	Jordan	into	the	Promised	Land,	there	was	a	city	of	Jericho	for	Israel	to	conquer.	Many	argue	
that	 the	 Bible	 is	 not	 a	 historically	 accurate	 writing;	 however,	 we	 can	 trust	 the	 Bible	 as	 an	 accurate	
historical	 text.	 The	 evidence	 found	 in	 ancient	 Jericho	 agrees	with	 the	 account	 presented	 in	 Scripture,	
which	is	the	infallible	word	of	God.	

Above	is	a	picture	of	charred	debris	
from	the	dig	site	of	ancient	Jericho.	
	


