
Joel
A great swarm of locusts has decimated the fruit and 

crops of the land, and fires have ravaged much of Judah’s 
countryside. Joel delivered a message of the Lord to 

Judah of further judgment should the people not repent 
of their sin. The recent locusts and fires, Joel declared, 
were a foretaste of what was to come in the day of the 

Lord. Even so, God brought comfort by promising that in 
the day of the Lord, He would pour out His Spirit upon 
all flesh. Joel reviewed the terms of the Covenant with 
Judah as he presented some of the curses and blessings 

given to Israel in Deuteronomy. Though the judgment of 
the Lord loomed large, God proclaimed His coming 

restoration and salvation for all who call upon His name.
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About Joel
Author: Joel
Date: ca. 835 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To call the people of Judah to repentance, to warn of the coming Day of the Lord,  
 and to assure Judah of the Lord’s coming restoration.
Characteristics: Strong imagery, with long sections of calls for repentance, of coming 
 judgment, and future hope of restoration.

Outline
I. Judgment and Calls for Repentance (1:1-2:17)
 A. The Coming Invasion and a Call to Repentance (1)
 B. The Day of the Lord, and Another Call to Repentance (2:1-17)
II. God’s Response (2:18-3:21)
 A. God will Bring Restoration (2:18-27)
 B. God will Pour Out His Spirit upon All His People (2:28-32)
 C. Judgment on the Nations (3:1-17)
 D. God Will Bless His People (3:18-21)

Questions to Think About
1.) What examples from Scripture can you think of where God restored the years that had been lost  
 to tragedy or sin? What about in your own experience?

2.) The concept of the Day of the Lord is repeated throughout the Major and Minor Prophets. What  
 does this mean? How does understanding this concept help us understand the rest of 
 Scripture?

3.) Joel’s prophecy of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was realized in the book of Acts. Does this  
 prophecy apply to you? How have you experienced the outpouring of the Spirit in your life?

Adapted from The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook

Major Themes of Joel

Punishment
Like a destroying army of locusts, God’s punishment 
for sin is overwhelming, dreadful, and unavoidable. 

When it comes, there will be no food, no water, 
no protection, and no escape. The day for settling 

accounts with God for how we have 
lived is fast approaching.

Theme Explanation Importance

Forgiveness

Promise of the 
Holy Spirit

1. There is no specific mention of a king by 
Joel at the beginning of this book, which is 

typical of several other prophets. As a result, 
proponents of this view attribute this writing 
to the time around Joash’s reign, the turbulent 
time when wicked Queen Ataliah was briefly 

in power. 

2. Joel calls the people of Israel to, “Consecrate 
a fast, call a sacred assembly; Gather the elders, 

and all the inhabitants of the land into the 
house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the 
Lord” (2:14). This is a reference to the existence 

and practice of worship in the Temple. This 
could present a roadblock for the 

Fifth-Century post-exilic date.

3. The Book of Joel is placed between Hosea 
and Amos in the Hebrew canon. The Minor 

Prophets are placed roughly in chronological 
order. This is a weaker, but interesting 

argument.

4. There is mention of walls of Jerusalem 
(2:7,9), therefore, Joel would be pre-exilic or 

after Nehemiah’s time.

God stood ready to forgive and restore all those 
who would come to Him and turn away from sin. 

God wanted to shower His people with His love and 
restore them to a proper relationship with Him.

Forgiveness comes by turning from sin and turning 
toward God. It is not too late to receive God’s for-

giveness. God’s greatest desire is for 
everyone to come to Him.

Joel predicts the time when God will pour out His 
Holy Spirit upon all people. It will be the beginning 

of new and fresh worship of God by those who 
believe in Him, as well as the beginning of judgment 

on all who reject Him.

God is in control. Justice and restoration are in His 
hands. The Holy Spirit confirms God’s love for us 
just as He did for the first Christians (Acts 2). We 

must be faithful to God and place our life under the 
guidance and power of His Holy Spirit.

Chart from Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts & Maps; 
Background image is Tyre, one of the ancient cities prophesied against by Joel.

Date of Joel’s Ministry: Three Views
Early Date

ca. 835 BC
Late Pre-Exilic Date

ca. 600 BC
Post-Exilic Date

ca. 400 BC

Information provided above is adapted from The New American Commentary by Duane A. Garrett

1. There is no specific mention of the 
Northern Kingdom. This apparent 

omission could be evidence that Joel was 
written after the Northern Kingdom had 

been exiled, but that the book was written 
before Judah’s exile began.

2. As with the earlier pre-exilic date, there 
is a reference to the existence and 
practice of worship in the Temple. 

This would present a roadblock for the 
Fifth-Century post-exilic date, but still 

allow for the later pre-exilic date.

3. A portion of Joel 1:14 reads, “Gather the 
elders and all the inhabitants of the land 

into the house of the Lord your God.” 
Some understand this to say the 

population called to the Temple was small 
and local (inhabitants of Judah), evidence 
which could support a late pre-exilic date.

1. There is no specific mention of a king by 
Joel at the beginning of this book, which 
is typical of several other prophets. This 
leads some to believe that the book was 

written after the exile.

2. Joel alludes to the scattering and 
dispersement of Israel (3:1-2). Proponents 
of this dating will interpret this to mean 

Judah’s exile has already taken place.

3. It seems that Joel has cited other proph-
ets such as Obadiah (compare Joel 2:32 

with Obadiah 17). Supporters of this view 
say Joel cited this directly from earlier 

prophets, making this book post-exilic.

4. Joel appears to mention that Jewish 
slaves were sold to Greeks. Many would 

say Greeks were more prevalent and 
known to Israel in the post-exilic time, 

thus Joel would also be a post-exilic book.God is the One with whom we all must reckon - Not 
nature, the economy, or a foreign invader. We can’t 

ignore or offend God forever. We must pay attention 
to His message now, or we will face His anger later.

“Be ashamed, you farmers, wail, you vinedressers, for the wheat and the barley; because the harvest of the field has perished. The vine has dried up, and the fig tree has withered; the 
pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree--all the trees of the field are withered; surely joy has withered away from the sons of men” (Joel 1:11-12). The pictures above 

represent common crops and food for Israel that were destroyed by locust and drought during Joel’s time. Left: fig tree; Center: grape vine; Right: wheat. Photos from BiblePlaces.com



Through	the	Bible	–	Joel	
“I	Will	Pour	Out	My	Spirit1”	
	

What	the	Prophecy	Meant	in	Joel’s	Day	
Judah	 had	 been	 decimated	 with	 an	 invasion	 of	 locusts.	 Crops	 are	 destroyed,	 the	 land	

ravaged	of	much	of	its	fruit,	leaving	Judah	reeling.	What	was	spoken	in	Deuteronomy	had	come	to	
fruition:	“You	shall	carry	much	seed	out	to	the	field	but	gather	little	in,	for	the	locust	shall	consume	
it”	 (28:38).	Further	 judgment	 is	proclaimed	 from	 the	prophet	 Joel,	 and	 the	Lord	declares	 that	He	
will	bring	swift	 justice	 for	the	sins	of	 Judah.	Yet	 in	the	middle	of	 this	proclamation,	 Joel	reassures	
Judah	that	God	will	eventually	bring	restoration	and	blessing	again	to	His	people:	

“And	it	shall	come	to	pass	afterward	that	I	will	pour	out	My	Spirit	on	all	flesh;	Your	sons	and	
your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams,	your	young	men	shall	see	visions.	
And	also	on	My	menservants	and	on	My	maidservants	I	will	pour	out	My	Spirit	in	those	days”	(Joel	
2:28-29).	
	 One	day,	God	will	pour	out	His	Spirit	upon	all	of	His	people.	Whereas	there	were	a	select	few	
whom	God	put	His	Spirit	on	for	specific	ministry	in	the	Old	Testament,	God	speaks	of	a	future	day	
when	He	will	put	His	Spirit	upon	them.	This	would	have	been	a	dramatic	prophecy	to	God’s	people	
at	this	time.	Men	and	women	received	direction	from	the	Lord	through	the	prophets,	but	the	chief	
distinction	of	this	prophecy	is	that	God	would	pour	out	His	Spirit	on	all	His	people.		
	
What	the	Prophecy	Meant	at	Pentecost	

	Jesus	promised	 that	 the	disciples	would	be	 endued	with	power	 from	on	high	 in	 the	days	
following	His	 ascension.	He	 commanded	His	 followers	 to	 tarry	 in	 Jerusalem	until	He	 empowered	
them	with	the	Holy	Spirit	to	go	out	and	be	bold	witnesses	of	His	throughout	the	entire	world.	The	
disciples	 were	 filled	 with	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 empowered	 afresh	 to	 be	 the	 ambassadors	 of	 Christ	
throughout	the	world	and	to	live	holy	lives.		

Peter,	as	an	explanation	of	the	events	that	occurred	that	day,	 linked	Joel’s	prophecy	to	the	
pouring	 out	 of	 God’s	 Spirit	 upon	 the	 disciples	 that	 day.	 Disciples	 of	 the	 Lord,	 regardless	 of	 age,	
gender,	or	 socioeconomic	 status	were	 filled	with	 the	Holy	Spirit,	 and	were	given	power	 from	 the	
Lord	to	be	witnesses	of	Jesus.	This	was	a	specific	event	of	empowerment	by	the	Spirit	in	the	lives	of	
born-again	 believers.	 The	 prophecy	 of	 Joel	 had	 come	 to	 pass.	 God’s	 Spirit	 empowered	men	 and	
women	with	the	gifts	and	wisdom,	leading	them	into	the	Christian	life.	
	
What	the	Prophecy	Means	to	Us	Today	

What	was	a	distant	prophecy	 in	the	day	of	 Joel	has	been	realized	(though	not	 fully)	 in	the	
Church	age	today	–	God’s	people	have	His	Spirit	residing	in	them.	At	the	moment	of	conversion,	the	
believer	 is	 indwelt	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	baptized	 into	 the	Body	of	Christ	 (1	Cor.	12:13).	God’s	
Spirit	takes	up	residence	in	us;		He	seals	us	at	the	moment	of	salvation	(Ephesians	1:13).	And	as	the	
believer	lives	out	the	Christian	life,	the	Spirit	of	God	sanctifies	believers,	conforming	them	into	the	
image	 of	 Christ.	 We	 read	 that	 the	 Lord	 created	 good	 works	 for	 us	 to	 walk	 in	 as	 His	 children	
																																																								

1 Written by Joel Denney. 



(Ephesians	2:10),	 yet	we	need	 supernatural	power	 to	walk	 in	 these	good	works.	 In	 fulfillment	of	
Joel’s	prophecy,	God	empowers	believers	by	the	Holy	Spirit	for	the	work	of	ministry.	However,	this	
ministry	of	empowerment	is	an	experience	in	the	Spirit	that	not	all	believers	are	walking	in	(Acts	
19:1-6).			
	 One	 aspect	 of	 Joel’s	 prophecy	 that	 we	 see	 fulfilled	 today	 is	 the	 spiritual	 gifts,	 namely	
prophecy.	The	Lord	declared	through	the	prophet,	“Your	sons	and	your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	
your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams,	your	young	men	shall	see	visions”	(Joel	2:28).	Among	the	various	
gifts	 that	 Jesus	has	given	to	the	Church	 is	 the	gift	of	prophecy	–	a	gift	of	comfort,	encouragement,	
and	exhortation.	This	gift	has	been	in	use	even	from	the	Old	Testament	times,	and	as	Chuck	Smith	
instructs,	 “Prophecy	 is	 men	 speaking	 forth	 the	 word	 of	 God	 through	 the	 anointing	 of	 the	 Holy	
Spirit.”	In	fact,	this	is	exactly	how	Peter	describes	this	gift:	“For	prophecy	never	came	by	the	will	of	
man,	but	holy	men	of	God	spoke	as	they	were	moved	by	the	Holy	Spirit”	(2	Peter	1:21).	This	is	one	
way	Joel	specifically	declares	that	God’s	Spirit	would	be	manifested	in	His	people.		
	 In	the	Old	Testament,	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	was	a	privilege	extended	only	to	a	few.	
But	now	in	the	fulfillment	of	Joel’s	prophecy,	the	Spirit	is	the	source	of	power	for	each	believer	today	
–	 a	 radically	 different	 situation	 than	 in	 Joel’s	 time.	 God	 has	 made	 His	 power	 available	 to	 each	
believer	through	His	Spirit	to	live	lives.	
	
Conclusion	
	 We	would	be	wise	to	also	consider	the	future	implications	of	Joel’s	prophecy.	This	prophecy	
is	 not	 yet	 fully	 realized.	 Though	 we	 enjoy	 a	 life	 of	 fellowship	 with	 God	 through	 His	 Spirit,	 this	
promise	was	given	especially	 to	 the	people	of	 Israel	 to	be	 fulfilled	 in	 the	day	of	 the	Lord.	As	 John	
Phillips	asserts,	 “The	church	was	born	 [at	Pentecost],	but	what	happened	 then	was	only	a	partial	
fulfillment	of	Joel’s	Prophecy,	which	is	also	clearly	linked	with	the	‘great	and	the	terrible	day	of	the	
Lord’	(Joel	2:31).	The	prophecy	will	be	completely	fulfilled	during	a	revival	after	the	rapture	of	the	
church.”3	God	will	be	true	to	His	Word,	and	it	will	be	completely	fulfilled	in	that	Day.		

We	 are	 in	 need	 the	 Spirit	 of	 God	 to	 give	 us	 strength	 and	 power.	 Our	 aim	 should	 be	 to	
posture	ourselves	in	such	a	way	that	we	are	continually	being	filled	with	the	power	of	Holy	Spirit.	
We	need	His	leading	for	the	life	we	are	called	to	live,	we	need	His	power	for	ministry,	and	the	gifts	
He	has	given	 to	each	of	us.	 “And	do	not	be	drunk	with	wine,	 in	which	 is	dissipation;	but	be	 filled	
with	the	Spirit.”	(Ephesians	5:18)	This	is	our	instruction	from	the	Word	of	God.		

As	mentioned	before,	God	intends	for	us	to	walk	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	yet	not	all	
believers	are	walking	in	the	fullness	of	this	truth.	Are	you	in	need	of	the	power	to	fulfill	the	work	of	
the	Lord	in	your	life?	At	your	conversion,	you	were	indwelt	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	baptized	into	the	
Body	of	Christ,	but	are	you	in	need	of	power	to	fulfill	the	work	that	God	has	given	to	you?	Pray	and	
ask	 the	Lord	 to	 fill	 you	with	His	Holy	 Spirit.	He	 is	 a	 good	Father	who	will	 give	 to	 those	who	ask	
(Luke	11:9-13).	The	power	of	the	Spirit	is	available	to	us	today	just	as	in	Acts,	and	this	is	the	truth	
God	desires	us	to	walk	in.	Until	the	Day	we	go	to	be	with	the	Lord,	whether	by	the	death	of	this	body	
or	 through	 rapture,	we	get	 to	 live	 the	 reality	of	 the	once-dim	prophecy	of	 Joel	 as	we	walk	 in	 the	
power	of	the	Spirit.	

	

																																																								
3 John Phillips, Exploring the Minor Prophets: An Expository Commentary. The John Phillips Commentary Series. 
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