
Job
Blessed with wealth, family and prestige, Job was a godly 
man. He feared the Lord and taught his family to do the 

same. He even attracted the attention of the devil himself, 
who asked permission to ransack Job’s life to tempt him to 

reject God. With God’s permission, he does just that. 
Stricken physically, with nothing left, Job sits in agony. Four 
comforters come to him, and they engage in a debate over 

God’s justice and man’s righteousness in suffering. Job 
maintains his innocence while the others accuse him of sin. 
In the end, God glorifies His own name and Job submits in 

worship. Job is not only a triumph of poetry and philosophy, 
it is an incredibly honest part of the Scriptures. It 

demonstrates that God is not afraid of our questions and 
always has a purpose in His sovereignty, even if we cannot 

see it.
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About Job
Author: Moses (?)
Date: Patriarchal Period
Genre: Wisdom Literature
Purpose: To address the issue of trials, when we feel that our suffering has no purpose or is 
 unjust, and point our attention to a sovereign God.
Characteristics: Short narrative introduction and conclusion, with long poetic dialogues in 
 between, as Job and his companions debate and argue.

Outline
I. Prologue (1-2)
 A. Job’s Character (1:1-5)
 B. Job’s Calamities (1:6-2:13)
II. Dialogues (3-27)
 A. Job’s Opening Lament (3)
 B. Cycle 1: Consolation (4-14)
 C. Cycle 2: The Fate of the Wicked (15-21)
 D. Cycle 3: Specific Accusation (22-27)
III. Interlude on Wisdom (28)
IV. Monologues (29:1-42:6)
 A. Job’s Call for Vindication (29-31)
 B. Elihu’s Speeches (32-37)  
 C. God’s Response to Job (38:1-42:6) 
V. Epilogue (42:7-17)
 A. God’s Verdict (42:7-9)
 B. Job’s Restoration (42:10-17)

Questions to Think About
1.) The opening chapters of the book of Job give us insight into the spiritual realm, where  
 God and Satan interact. How does their conversation impact the life of Job? How  
 should this scene inform our theology and trust in God through trials?

2.) Job’s friends conclude that he must have sinned, bringing calamity upon himself. But  
 we know that he did not. Job exposes the reality that sometimes the righteous 
 suffer and the wicked prosper. Do you appreciate the Bible’s honesty? 

3.) At the end of the story, God reveals Himself, but He does not explain to Job why he  
 suffered. Why is this significant? How does this affect the way that we ought to 
 respond when we cannot understand what God is doing?

The Date of Job
The book of Job does not give a date either 
of its composition or the events that it 
describes. Several clues point to this story 
taking place during the Patriarchal Period, 
that is, in the days before Abraham.

1.) Job is not identified with Israel and does  
 not reference the Covenant.
2.) Tribes like the Chaldeans are nomadic  
 instead of settled.
3.) Job’s wealth is measured in cattle and   
 possessions, not in gold or silver.
4.) The age of Job is consistent with the 
 genealogies before Abraham.
5.) Job worships the Lord on an earthen   
 altar instead of a holy place.

Perspectives in the Book of Job
Satan

God gives blessings to His favorites, and so they 
worship Him. If God were to remove those 

blessings, the faithful would curse Him.

This is not true, as Job demonstrates.

Job

Job’s Counselors God

God’s blessings are arbitrary, and suffering comes 
even when it is undeserved. Life is miserable 

and pointless.

This is not true, as God reminds him.

Suffering is always a punishment for sin, and 
blessings only come to the righteous. 

Circumstances are evidence of one’s heart.

This is not true, as Job argues and God affirms.

God is sovereign and always has reasons for 
sending blessing and suffering, even if we 

cannot understand them at the time.

This is the truth, as God declares in the end.

Adapted from The World and the Word, B&H Academic

Job is accused by his friends



Through	the	Bible	–	Job	
The	Extent	of	Satan’s	Power	
	
Introduction	
	 The	book	of	Job	opens	with	a	view	into	the	goings-on	of	Heaven.	There,	all	the	angels	
gather	themselves	before	the	throne	of	God	to	give	an	account	of	themselves.	It	says	also	
that	the	Devil	appeared	before	God.	He	proceeds	to	accuse	Job	of	worshiping	God	merely	
out	of	gratitude	for	great	blessings.	He	asks	for	and	receives	permission	to	attack	Job’s	
possessions	and	family,	and	then	his	health.		
	 In	our	so-called	scientific	society,	we	tend	to	doubt	or	scoff	at	the	idea	of	anything	
spiritual,	especially	the	existence	of	a	fiend	named	Satan.	This	is	foolish	and	unbiblical.	But	
the	other	extreme	reaction	is	to	live	in	fear	of	the	enemy,	cowering	at	his	power.	This	is	not	
biblical	either.	The	book	of	Job	gives	us	an	important	lesson	into	the	limitations	of	Satan’s	
power.	
	
Who	Is	Satan?	
	 We	need	to	understand	that	the	Devil,	Satan	is	real.	The	Bible	makes	this	clear.	His	
first	appearance	is	as	the	serpent	in	the	Garden	of	Eden,	who	tempted	Eve	and	schemed	to	
bring	about	the	Fall.	(Revelation	12:9,	20:2)	He	appears	throughout	the	Old	Testament,	
tempting	David	and	harassing	Job	among	other	things.	In	the	New	Testament,	he	appears	to	
tempt	Jesus	in	the	wilderness.	The	NT	authors	talk	about	him	frequently	as	an	enemy,	an	
adversary	and	a	roaring	lion	seeking	to	devour	the	faithful.	(1	Peter	5:8)	He	features	in	the	
book	of	Revelation	especially,	where	he	is	depicted	as	a	fiery	dragon.	
	 There	are	many	names	associated	with	the	Devil,	and	each	communicates	truth	
about	him.	The	word,	“devil”	means	“slanderer,”	an	appropriate	title	for	the	greatest	of	
blasphemers.	He	is	called	the	enemy,	the	tempter	and	the	liar,	describing	his	wicked	
intentions	towards	the	saints.	He	is	also	referred	to	as	the	“god”	or	“ruler”	of	this	world	and	
age,	the	“prince	of	the	power	of	the	air.”	This	emphasizes	his	usurped	authority	as	he	seeks	
to	wrench	creation	from	God’s	control.	
	 Primarily	in	Scripture,	he	is	called	“Satan,”	which	means	“adversary”	or	especially,	
“accuser.”	The	book	of	Job	shows	him	in	that	role,	accusing	Job	before	God.	Zechariah	saw	
Satan	in	this	role	as	well:	“[I	saw]	Joshua	the	high	priest	standing	before	the	Angel	of	the	
Lord,	and	Satan	standing	at	his	right	hand	to	oppose	him.”	(Zechariah	3:1)	The	Devil’s	
primary	occupation	is	to	accuse	the	people	of	God,	to	call	down	God’s	wrath	upon	those	
whom	He	loves.		
	 All	of	this	makes	Satan	seem	very	intimidating.	He	has	real	power	to	manipulate	us	
in	the	spiritual	realm,	and	his	usurped	authority	can	seem	overwhelming	at	times.	But	we	
must	remember	that	Satan	is	not	God.	He	is	a	created	being,	and	his	power	is	limited.	
	



Satan’s	Limited	Authority	
	 As	we	see	in	the	books	of	Job	and	Zechariah,	Satan	stands	before	God,	accusing	the	
brethren.	It	appears	that	he	has	access	to	God	to	make	such	an	accusation.	As	a	former	
angel,	he	apparently	did	not	lose	that	access	when	he	fell.	But	the	key	thing	to	notice	is	that	
Satan	himself	is	under	authority.	He	must	ask	for	permission	to	buffet	Job	or	Joshua.	He	can	
tempt	man	to	sin,	but	he	cannot	touch	God’s	creation	without	the	express	consent	of	the	
Lord.	As	Jesus	said	to	Pilate,	“You	could	have	no	power	at	all	against	me	unless	it	had	been	
given	to	you	from	above.”	(John	19:11)	
	 So	we	learn	here	that	the	Devil	cannot	do	whatever	he	wants.	He	cannot	force	us	to	
sin;	our	will	remains	free.	(James	1:14-15)	He	cannot	possess	a	believer;	we	are	already	full	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.	(1	Corinthians	3:16)	He	cannot	steal	our	salvation;	that	was	secured	at	
the	cross.	(Romans	8:38-39)	He	cannot	thwart	the	will	of	God	in	the	Church;	we	have	the	
victory	in	Christ	Jesus.	(Matthew	16:18)	
	 And	Satan	will	not	be	allowed	to	continue	his	work	forever.	Already,	his	grasp	on	
this	world	is	slipping.	The	Devil	is	our	accuser,	but	Jesus	Christ	is	our	advocate.	“Who	shall	
bring	a	charge	against	God’s	elect?	It	is	God	who	justifies.	Who	is	he	who	condemns?	It	is	
Christ	who	died,	and	furthermore	is	also	risen,	who	is	even	at	the	right	hand	of	God,	who	
also	makes	intercession	for	us.”	(Romans	8:33-34)	And	in	the	Day	of	the	Lord,	Satan	will	be	
cast	out	of	His	place	of	accusation	forever.	(Revelation	12:10)	He	will	thrash	and	roar,	but	
he	will	be	defeated	and	cast	into	the	Lake	of	Fire	forever.	Hell	is	not	Satan’s	home;	it	is	his	
final	destination.	
	
Conclusion	
	 The	Enemy	often	seeks	to	make	himself	appear	more	powerful	than	he	truly	is.	He	
feeds	on	fear,	but	perfect	love	in	Christ	casts	out	all	fear.	As	Job	teaches	us,	Satan	must	ask	
permission	to	strike	God’s	children.	And	if	God	allows	Satan	to	test	us,	it	is	not	to	ruin	us,	
but	to	build	strength	in	us.	No	temptation	is	greater	than	we	can	bear	if	we	walk	in	the	
Spirit.	(1	Corinthians	10:13)	1	John	4:4	tells	us,	“You	are	of	God,	little	children,	and	have	
overcome	them,	because	He	who	is	in	you	is	greater	than	he	who	is	in	the	world.”	Do	not	
fear	Satan,	but	trust	in	God.	Christ	has	overcome,	the	head	of	the	serpent	has	been	crushed	
(Genesis	3:15),	and	these	temptations	are	but	the	death	throes	of	a	dying	dragon.	
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