
Hosea
Sometimes, when words are not enough, the Lord will 
present a picture of His message. No picture is more 

heartbreaking than the living parable of Hosea and his 
faithless wife, Gomer. God commanded him to 

marry this woman of ill-repute, knowing full well that 
she would be unfaithful and bear children that were not 

his. The outrage that this sparks in our hearts is then 
redirected as the Lord tells the people of Israel that their 

faithlessness to Him is just as grievous, so why should He 
stay with them? The dire warnings against the kingdom 
in the north would indeed come to pass when Assyria 
defeated and exiled them, but the hopeful picture of 

redemption provided by Hosea to his wife reminds us 
that the end has not yet come for God’s people.
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About Hosea
Author: Hosea
Date: ca. 750 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To illustrate the faithlessness of Israel and the mercy of God through the tragic 
 marriage and family of the prophet Hosea.
Characteristics: A narrative of the marriage and family of Hosea, followed by prophecies of the  
 coming Assyrian invasion against the northern kingdom of Israel.

Outline
I. Hosea’s Marriage to Gomer Reflects God’s Relationship to Israel (1-3)
 A. Hosea’s Three Children (1)
 B. The Lord’s Marriage to Israel (2)
 C. Hosea’s Marriage Restored (3)
II. Israel’s Indictment (4-11)
 A. Israel Has Broken the Covenant (4:1-5:7)
 B. Political Failures (5:8-7:16)
 C. Religious Failures (8:1-9:9)
 D. Israel Did Not Live Up to Its Calling (9:10-11:12)
III. Israel’s Imminent Fall (12-14)
 A. Israel’s History of Rebellion (12)
 B. Israel’s Punishment for Unfaithfulness (13)
 C. Israel’s Call to Repentance and Restoration (14)

Questions to Think About
1.) Were you shocked when you read that Hosea was instructed by God to marry a 
 harlot? Why did that surprise you? How do you think his family and friends would  
 have reacted? What is this meant to teach us? 

2.) The Old Testament and New Testament both use the picture of marriage as a way to  
 describe and symbolize our relationship with God. How does Ephesians 5 inform  
 our understanding of Hosea and vice versa? Have you been faithful to the Lord?

3.) In chapter 6, Israel seems to repent, but then Hosea chides them for their lack of   
 faithfulness and commitment. Have you struggled with keeping your commitments  
 to the Lord? How important is it to move past an emotional spiritual experience  
 into day-by-day discipline? How do you plan to do that?

NOTE!

Hosea does not come 

chronologically after 

Daniel! We are back in 

time, before the Exile, in 

the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel, not Judah.

from The World and the Word, B&H Academic

The kings of Israel during Hosea’s ministry were weak and godless.
Most of them did not last very long...

Jeroboam II
presided over the northern kingdom’s last years of peace, but then...

Zechariah
his son, was assassinated, fulfilling God’s prophecy of the end of Jehu’s line, and then...

Shallum
the assassin, was himself killed after only a month on the throne, and then...

Menahem
secured his throne by paying heavy tribute to Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, but then...

Pekahiah
his son, was assassinated after two years, and then...

Pekah
after killing Pekahiah, was killed himself after Assyria pillaged the kingdom, and then...

Hoshea
the conspirator, tried to recruit Egyptian help, but was besieged by Shalmeneser, and then...

In 722 BC, the northern kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria.

Minor Prophets?
The books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are known as the Minor Prophets in 
the Old Testament. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, by contrast, are referred 

to as the Major Prophets. Why this distinction? Is there something inferior 
about the Minor Prophets?

Of course not! The Minor Prophets are named solely for their length. Hosea, 
Jonah and all the rest are much shorter than Isaiah and Jeremiah. In fact, in 
the Hebrew Bible, these prophets are compiled into one book: The Book of 

the Twelve. We still categorize them together, except we refer to them by their 
length, rather than their number.

The teachings of the books are not minor, the men who wrote them were not 
minor, and we ought to regard them as equally inspired and profitable.



Through	the	Bible	–	Hosea	
Prophetic	Children	with	Prophetic	Names	
	
Introduction	
	 The	 story	 of	 Hosea	 and	 his	 family	 is	 tragic	 and	 a	 little	 unsettling.	 God	 sent	 His	
prophet	 to	marry	 a	 promiscuous	woman,	 knowing	 full	well	 that	 she	would	be	unfaithful	
and	 bear	 illegitimate	 children.	 These	 three	 children,	 two	 boys	 and	 one	 girl,	 were	 given	
prophetic	 names	 that	 spoke	 of	 Israel’s	 state	 of	 judgment	 before	God.	While	 these	 names	
undoubtedly	broke	the	hearts	of	those	who	heard	them,	Hosea	was	able	to	use	that	reaction	
to	provoke	the	fear	of	the	Lord:	“If	you	are	horrified	by	the	names	of	my	children,	why	are	
you	 not	 horrified	 that	 God	 has	 spoken	 the	 same	 names	 over	 you?”	 But	 through	 these	
children	we	also	learn	of	the	power	of	repentance	and	the	mercy	of	God.	
	
The	Tragic	Names	of	Three	Children	
	 In	the	time	of	Hosea,	names	carried	much	more	weight	than	they	do	today.	A	name	
was	 understood	 to	 be	 descriptive	 of	 a	 person’s	 character	 and	destiny.	Hosea’s	 name,	 for	
example,	means	 “Salvation.”	 It	 is	 the	 same	 name	 Christ	 Himself	 would	 receive	when	He	
came	to	earth.	But	Hosea’s	three	children	were	given	names	worthy	of	shame,	not	pride	or	
honor.	
	 Hosea’s	 first	child	was	a	boy.	He	was	given	the	name	Jezreel.	The	Lord	told	Hosea	
this	was	because,	 “In	a	 little	while	 I	will	avenge	 the	bloodshed	of	 Jezreel	on	 the	house	of	
Jehu.”	(Hosea	1:4)	It	was	in	the	Valley	of	Jezreel	that	God	sent	Jehu	to	wipe	out	the	line	of	
Ahab.	But	Jehu	had	walked	in	the	same	sins	of	idolatry	as	Ahab’s	line,	and	now	that	same	
judgment,	the	“judgment	of	Jezreel,”	would	come	upon	his	family.	The	word	“Jezreel,”	can	
means,	“God	scatters.”	God	was	about	to	scatter	the	line	of	Jehu	so	that	it	would	never	be	
found	again.	
	 Hosea’s	 second	 child	 was	 a	 daughter.	 Interestingly,	 the	 text	 says	 that	 Gomer	
“conceived	again	and	bore	a	daughter.”	It	does	not	specify	that	this	little	girl	was	Hosea’s.	
God	 had	 told	 Hosea	 that	 he	 would	 have	 “children	 of	 harlotry,”	 so	 this	 daughter	 was	
probably	 a	 child	 of	 Gomer’s	 unfaithfulness.	 Appropriately,	 she	 is	 given	 the	 name	 Lo-
Ruhamah,	which	means	“No	Mercy,”	or	“Unloved.”	This	was	because	God	would	“no	longer	
have	mercy	on	the	house	of	Israel.”	(Hosea	1:6)	What	a	sad	name	for	a	little	girl!	
	 The	third	child	was	also	a	son,	and	he	was	given	the	name	Lo-Ammi,	which	means	
“Not	My	People.”	Once	again,	this	child	was	not	specified	to	be	born	to	Hosea,	so	perhaps	
this	was	 another	 child	 of	 infidelity.	 If	 that	 is	 the	 case,	 the	 name	 could	 be	 understood	 to	
mean	 “Not	My	 Children.”	 God	 pronounced	 this	 name	 because	 Israel	 needed	 to	 hear	Him	
say,	“You	are	not	My	people,	and	I	will	not	be	your	God.”	(Hosea	1:9)	
	 So	the	message	to	Israel	should	have	been	clear.	They	were	about	to	see	their	strong	
dynasty	 scattered	 to	 the	 winds,	 followed	 by	 decades	 of	 chaotic	 upheaval.	 God	 had	



withdrawn	 His	 mercy	 from	 them,	 and	 had	 even	 declared	 that	 they	 were	 no	 longer	 His	
people.	 The	 names	 of	 these	 children	 were	 meant	 to	 evoke	 humility	 and	 repentance,	
although	that	did	not	happen.	And	later,	Gomer	would	leave	her	family	behind,	and	Hosea	
would	be	left	alone	with	these	three	children,	two	of	whom	were	likely	not	even	his.	(Hosea	
2:4-5)	
	
Changing	Shame	to	Glory	
	 Yet	 the	 story	 does	 not	 end	 this	way.	 Gomer	 finds	 herself	 up	 for	 sale	 in	 the	 slave	
market,	 used	 up	 by	 her	 lovers	with	 nothing	 left.	 God	 sends	Hosea	 into	 the	marketplace,	
where	he	buys	back	his	wife	and	brings	her	home.	This	happy	ending	testifies	to	the	people	
of	Israel	that	God	has	not	given	up	on	them	and	will	receive	them	back	if	they	repent.	
	 And	even	the	children	who	had	been	given	such	tragic	names,	were	rechristened	to	
reflect	 the	 hope	 of	 Israel.	 At	 the	 end	 of	Hosea	 2,	 the	 Lord	 promised	 that	 the	 fortunes	 of	
Israel	 would	 be	 reversed.	 The	 implication	 is	 that	 the	 names	 of	 the	 children	would	 have	
been	changed	as	well.	
	 Jezreel,	which	means	“God	Scatters,”	in	a	negative	context,	can	also	have	a	positive	
connotation.	Hosea	2:23	says,	“The	earth	shall	answer	with	grain,	with	new	wine,	and	with	
oil;	they	shall	answer	Jezreel.	Then	I	will	sow	her	for	Myself	 in	the	earth.”	In	this	context,	
the	name	means	“God	sows.”	(You	can	see	the	connection	between	scattering	and	sowing,	
right?)	
	 Hosea’s	 daughter,	 Lo-Ruhamah,	 which	 means	 “Unloved,”	 spoke	 of	 the	 merciless	
stance	of	God	towards	Israel.	But	 in	Hosea	2:24,	God	said,	 “I	will	have	mercy	on	her	who	
had	not	obtained	mercy.”	The	 “Lo”	would	have	been	dropped,	and	her	name	would	have	
become	Ruhamah,	 “Mercy”	or	 “Loved.”	God	promised	to	restore	His	 love	 to	 the	people	of	
Israel	after	their	chastisement	and	repentance.	
	 Lastly,	 Lo-Ammi’s	 name	 meant	 “Not	 My	 People,”	 a	 terrible	 sentence	 for	 the	
Israelites.	 But	 God	 said	 again	 in	Hosea	 2:24,	 “Then	 I	will	 say	 to	 those	who	were	 not	My	
people,	 ‘You	 are	my	 people!’	 And	 they	 shall	 say,	 ‘You	 are	my	 God!’”	 Again	 dropping	 the	
negation,	“Lo,”	from	the	name	gives	us	Ammi,	which	means,	“My	People.”	There	is	also	the	
context	of	adoption	here,	with	Hosea	raising	this	boy	as	his	own,	despite	the	doubtfulness	
of	that	fact.		
	
Conclusion	
	 All	 three	children	began	with	names	of	 judgment,	but	 through	repentance	and	the	
grace	of	God,	they	were	renamed	to	demonstrate	His	love!	This	is	similar	to	what	happened	
with	 Jacob,	 who	 became	 Israel,	 and	 Paul,	 formerly	 Saul.	 When	 we	 encounter	 God,	 our	
identity	 and	 destiny	 changes	 from	 ashes	 to	 glory.	 And	 Jesus	 promises	 that	when	we	 see	
Him	 face	 to	 face,	 “I	will	 give	 [you]	 a	white	 stone,	 and	 on	 the	 stone	 a	 new	 name	written	
which	no	one	knows	except	him	who	receives	it.”	(Revelation	2:17)	
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