
Hebrews
The book of Hebrews is the only anonymous letter in the New 
Testament. But that does not prevent us from understanding 
and being edified by the words that were written there. Most 
likely written as a homily – or sermon – rather than a typical 
letter, the book was written to declare the superiority of Jesus 
Christ over the Old Covenant system of laws and ceremonies. 
The majority of early Christians were Jews, and the temptation 

to return to their cultural roots was a constant threat. The 
author of Hebrews continually reminds them that Jesus is 

greater than the angels, Moses, the priesthood, the sacrifice, 
and anything else the Law could offer. The book contains dire 
threats against those who would leave behind the Messiah for 

the shadows of the old system, comparing them to the children 
of Israel who refused to enter the Promised Land. Hebrews is 
one of the best studies of the link between the Old Testament 
and the New, focused on the person of Jesus Christ Himself.
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About Hebrews
Author: Unknown  
Date: Mid-60s AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To emphasize the supremacy of Christ and to warn 
against going back to the Law in order to earn salvation, especially in view of Christ’s work.
Characteristics: Many quotes from the Old Testament and allusions to the Torah and the 
system of sacrifice, with warning and encouragement to give Christ priority.

Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-4)
II. Jesus Is Greater than the Angels (1:5-2:18)
III. Jesus Is Greater than Moses (3:1-4:13)
IV. Jesus Is a Greater High Priest (4:14-7:28)
V. Jesus Is the Mediator of a Greater Covenant (8:1-10:18)
VI. Faith and Exhortations (10:19-13:17)
VII. Conclusion (13:18-25)

Questions to Think About
1.) A clear theme of Hebrews is the supremacy of Christ above all, especially as compared  
 to the Law. The writer warns against trying to find salvation in any other except  
 Christ. How can we heed the warnings of Hebrews today, keeping Christ first?

2.) Christ has provided for us, through His sacrifice, access into the presence of God. We  
 are encouraged to come before the throne of grace bodly in our times of need, and  
 when we do, we will find mercy and grace. What area of need do you need to bring  
 before the throne of grace?

3.) In Hebrews 12:5 we read, “‘For whom the Lord loves He chastens.’” In what ways does  
 the Lord discipline us as His children? Though discipline is not pleasant at the time,  
 why does the Lord discipline us? How should we respond when disciplined?

4.) Faith in Christ is emphasized throughout Hebrews. We have a list of those who have  
 gone before us in the “hall of faith.” How do their testimonies strenthen your faith?

Who Wrote Hebrews?
While we do not know with certainty who 

penned the book of Hebrews, Peter O’Brien 
in the Pillar NT Commentary presents 

current ideas as to who the author could 
be:

Paul
“In support of the view that Paul is the 

author of Hebrews, it is claimed that the 
personal greetings and exhortations (Heb. 
13:16-25) are similar to those found at the 

end of his letters. There are some 
similarities in vocabulary, style, and 

imagery, while theologically Paul and 
Hebrews speak of Christ as the one 

through whom all things were made, who 
suffered an ignominious death but was 

exalted to God’s right hand, and who now 
intercedes for his people, [and] through his 
death and exaltation he has abolished the 
old Mosaic order and inaugurated a new 

covenant.”

Apollos
“The proposal that Apollos was the 

author of Hebrews was first made by 
Martin Luther and had considerable 

support in the 20th century. Although we 
do not have extensive information about 
him, what we have is suggestive. He was a 
co-worker of Paul who, according to Acts 

18:24-28, was Jewish, Alexandrian, 
educated, and knowledgeable in the 

Scriptures. These are all elements which fit 
the picture of the author of Hebrews that 

emerges from the text itself.”

Barnabas
“From early times Barnabas was suggested 

as the author of Hebrews. Tertullian 
ascribed the composition to him although 

he gives no reason for doing so. Some 
aspects of Barnabas that are described in 

the New Testament could support this 
suggestion. He was a Levite from Cyprus 

and thus a member of the Hellenist party in 
the Jerusalem church. For a time he was a 

close associate of Paul.”

An Unknown Author
“Although we are not able to identify the 
author...we can learn about him from the 
text of Hebrews itself. It is likely that the 
author was of Jewish ancestry and well 

educated. His writing has been regarded by 
many as the finsest in the New Testament...
[and] our author was saturated in the Old 

Testament Scriptures, as shown by his 
extensive use...of the [Septuagint].”

Hebrews 11 details those in the history of Scripture that have exemplified faith 
in God, whose lives were testimonies of their genuine trust in the Almighty. This 

deeply-rooted faith led these individuals to follow God as He led them. They 
exemplified what James speaks of in that they had a living faith with works that 
demonstrated their trust in God. They ultimately looked forward to salvation 
from the promised Messiah. Though not an exhaustive list, the names below 

represent a portion of those listed in the hall of faith:

Abel
Heb. 11:4 - “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice.”

Abel’s sacrifice was offered to God with the heart of faith, whereas Cain’s sacrifice was 
not. This is why God accepted Abel’s sacrifice. Likewise, we must come to God in a 

manner He has prescribed - faith in Jesus. 

Enoch
Heb. 11:5 - “By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death...for before he was 

taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.”
Enoch is described as a man who walked with God and as one who enjoyed close 

fellowship with God as a result of his faith in the Lord. Likewise, we should seek to live 
our lives in a manner that brings pleasure to the Lord. 

Noah
Heb. 11:7 - “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly 

fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household...”
The Lord commanded Noah to build an ark because of a coming flood of judgment. 

Noah obeyed the Lord and prepared an ark in faith. Likewise, we are to obey the 
commands of God in faith, even when we don’t see the end from the beginning.

Abraham
Heb. 11:8 - “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he 

would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”
Abraham was not perfect as he followed God, yet he is remembered as a man justified 
by faith in the Lord. He had faith in the promise of God that from him many would be 

blessed, and his descendants would be as many as the stars.
Likewise, we are justified by faith in God, and as a matter of faith we hold to the 

promises of God. 

Sarah
Heb. 11:11 - “By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a 

child...because she judged Him faithful who had promised.”
Sarah laughed when was told that she would be blessed in her old age with a child. Even 

so, Sarah believed God was able to perform what He promised. Abraham and Sarah 
were blessed in due time with the son of promise, Isaac.

Likewise, we are to have full confidence that God is able to perform that which 
He promises.

Moses
Heb. 11:27-29 - “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king...by faith he 

kept the Passover...by faith they passed through the Red Sea...”
Moses exemplified his faith in God by keeping the Passover, by crossing the Red Sea in 

faith, and by leading the people of Israel on the journey to Canaan.
Likewise, we are to forsake the world, keep the commands of the Lord, and follow Him in 

full faith as He leads us to the eternal Promised Land.

Hall of Faith



Through	the	Bible	–	Hebrews	
Melchizedek	by	Tyler	Warner	
	

Introduction	
	 The	book	of	Hebrews	was	written	to	assert	the	superiority	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	
Christ	to	the	Old	Covenant.	The	writer	describes	Jesus	as	greater	than	angels,	greater	than	
Moses,	His	sacrifice	greater	than	that	of	lambs	and	bulls,	and	His	priesthood	greater	than	
that	of	Aaron.	Jesus	Christ,	the	writer	affirms,	is	a	priest	–	not	of	the	line	of	Levi,	Aaron	or	
Zadok,	but	of	Melchizedek.	This	is	a	classic	example	of	why	we	need	to	be	familiar	with	the	
entirety	of	Scripture.	The	Bible	only	mentions	Melchizedek	a	few	times,	but	his	connection	
to	Jesus	compels	us	to	piece	together	what	information	we	do	have	to	ensure	that	we	fully	
understand	the	message	of	Hebrews.	
	

Melchizedek	in	Genesis	
	 The	story	of	Melchizedek	almost	goes	unnoticed	in	the	book	of	Genesis.	He	only	
takes	up	three	verses	in	the	fourteenth	chapter	and	is	not	mentioned	again	in	the	story.	
Abram	(not	yet	Abraham!)	has	just	fought	a	battle	to	rescue	his	nephew	Lot	and	emerged	
victorious.	“Then	Melchizedek	king	of	Salem	brought	out	bread	and	wine;	he	was	the	priest	
of	God	Most	High”	(Genesis	14:18).	He	blesses	Abram,	and	Abram	gives	him	“a	tithe	of	all.”	
That’s	it.	There’s	not	much	to	this	story,	but	both	the	Old	and	New	Testaments	pull	great	
significance	from	it.	
	

Melchizedek	in	Psalms	
	 It	is	not	until	Psalm	110	that	we	hear	the	name	of	Melchizedek	again.	Psalm	110	is	a	
royal	psalm	about	the	exaltation	of	the	king	by	the	Lord.	The	apostles	saw	great	Messianic	
significance	in	it.	In	fact,	Psalm	110	is	quoted	in	the	New	Testament	more	than	any	other	
Old	Testament	passage.	The	descriptions	of	the	king	go	far	beyond	what	would	be	
appropriate	for	a	human	son	of	David.	In	particular,	verse	4	says,	“The	Lord	has	sworn	and	
will	not	relent,	‘You	are	a	priest	forever	according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek.’”	This	is	a	
problem	because	the	kings	in	Israel	were	not	to	function	as	priests,	as	Saul	and	Uzziah	
found	out	to	their	own	grief.	The	priests	were	to	be	descendants	of	Aaron,	and	later	that	
was	refined	to	the	Aaronic	line	of	Zadok.	So	how	could	the	Son	of	David	–	a	Judahite	–	
function	as	a	priest?		
	 The	answer	is	that	the	Son	of	David,	the	Messiah,	would	be	a	priest	of	a	different	
order:	the	order	of	Melchizedek.	Melchizedek	had	been	a	priest	in	Genesis	long	before	Levi,	
and	was	not	related	to	the	Jews	in	any	biological	way.	He	is	a	unique	case	in	the	Old	
Testament.	In	the	same	way,	the	Messiah	would	be	a	unique	figure	who	would	function	both	
as	the	King	of	Kings,	and	the	priest	of	the	Lord.	The	Old	Testament	taught	Israel	to	look	for	a	



man	who	would	serve	as	a	priestly	intermediary	between	God	and	man	who	would	not	
descend	from	the	priestly	line	and	would	also	serve	as	the	king.	The	Messiah	would	bring	
all	authority	under	Himself;	the	only	way	to	describe	Him	was	to	refer	to	a	mysterious	
figure	who	didn’t	quite	fit	into	the	proper	categories	of	the	Jewish	Law.	
	

Melchizedek	in	Hebrews	
	 The	book	of	Hebrews	talks	more	about	Melchizedek	than	the	actual	story	about	
Melchizedek	itself!	The	anonymous	author	identifies	Jesus	Christ	as	that	mysterious	Priest-
King	figure	described	in	Psalm	110.	He	quotes	that	verse	multiple	times.	He	explains	how	
Jesus	has	gone	before	God	on	our	behalf	and	offered	Himself	as	a	sacrifice	to	the	Lord,	
securing	eternal	salvation.	This	makes	it	a	better	priesthood	than	that	of	Aaron,	which	
could	only	provide	temporary	abeyance	of	punishment.	In	chapter	7	he	explains	the	exact	
parallels	between	the	two.	
	 He	describes	how	Melchizedek	was	greater	than	Abram	because	Abram	gave	tribute	
to	him	and	not	the	other	way	around.	Since	Melchizedek	is	a	sort	of	eternal	figure	–	no	
introduction,	no	end	to	his	story	–	he	prefigures	Christ	very	well.	“He	is	without	father	or	
mother	or	genealogy,	having	neither	beginning	of	days	nor	end	of	life,	but	resembling	the	
Son	of	God	he	continues	a	priest	forever”	(Hebrews	7:3).	Because	the	Levitical	priesthood	
was	insufficient,	we	needed	another	priest	from	a	new	order,	and	we	have	found	that	in	
Jesus	Christ.		
	

Options	&	Conclusion	
	 Who	was	Melchizedek,	really?	The	symbolism	is	clear,	Jesus	is	an	eternal	priest	from	
outside	the	system,	like	Melchizedek.	Like	Melchizedek,	whose	name	means	“King	of	
Righteousness,”	Jesus	is	the	King	who	brings	righteousness,	and	He	is	the	true	Prince	of	
Peace	(“Salem”	means	peace).	But	is	there	something	more	to	this	story?	
	 Some	have	speculated	that	Melchizedek	was	actually	a	Christophany,	that	is,	a	pre-
incarnate	appearance	of	Christ.	In	that	case,	Melchizedek	does	not	just	symbolize	Christ,	he	
actually	was	Christ.	This	is	theoretically	possible	but	does	not	seem	likely.	Hebrews	7:3	says	
that	Melchizedek	“[resembles]	the	Son	of	God”	only.	And	in	the	story	of	Genesis,	there	is	
nothing	to	indicate	that	he	is	anything	other	than	a	priest	and	a	king.	That	said,	God	seemed	
to	put	a	lot	of	emphasis	on	this	figure	in	His	Word.	So	while	it	is	possible	that	Melchizedek	
was	the	pre-incarnate	Christ,	it	is	not	necessary	for	him	to	be.	We	might	be	better	off	to	be	
silent	where	Scripture	is	silent	and	learn	from	the	lessons	it	does	give	us.	
	 Jesus	Christ	is	not	just	our	King,	our	ultimate	authority,	He	is	our	High	Priest.	He	
stands	in	the	gap	before	God	on	our	behalf.	He	is	greater	than	Aaron	or	Zadok	because	He	
endures	forever	and	needs	not	cleanse	His	own	sin	first.	And	because	He	endures	forever,	
we	can	trust	Him	to	stand	for	us	forever.	Now	the	only	sacrifice	that	we	need	offer	is	a	life	
surrendered	in	worship.	


