
Haggai
The Jews returned home after 70 years thanks to the 

decree of Cyrus the Great. The people set to work 
rebuilding the city and the Temple, but were ordered to 

stop. The surrounding peoples manipulated the king into 
prohibiting any construction in Jerusalem. But God had 
not given any such order. The prophet Haggai, alongside 
Zechariah, urged the people to build the Temple. If the 

people continued to focus on their own wellbeing
rather than giving God His proper place, they would see 

their blessings dry up. But the people responded and built 
the Temple. God responded to them by announcing that 
He was on their side and would fill the new Temple with 

His glory if they remained faithful.
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About Haggai
Author: Haggai
Date: ca. 625 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To tell the Post-Exilic Jews that by abandoning God’s Temple they had abandoned  
 God’s blessings; to call them back to single-minded devotion to the Lord.
Characteristics: Prophecy broken up by narrative; strong rebuke of the people, then an equally  
 strong affirmation when they repent and make the appropriate changes.

Outline
I. The Call to Rebuild the Temple and the People’s Positive Response (1:1-15)
II. The Promise of Future Glory for the Temple (2:1-9)
III. The Promise of Future Blessing to Replace Defilement (2:10-19)
IV. The Promise to Zerubbabel and the Restoration of Davidic Rule (2:20-23)

Questions to Think About
1.) Haggai rebukes the people for focusing on their own homes rather than building the  
 Temple. What distracts you from the things of God?

2.) When the people repent and make a new start, God announces that He is with them.  
 What is one step of faith you could take right away?

3.) Haggai encourages the people not to be ashamed of their small beginnings. Do you get 
 discouraged when you feel like you’ll never arrive at where you want to be? What is  
 the value of the time before success?

Message 1
August 29, 520 BC

Message 2
October 17, 520 BC

Message 3
December 18, 520 BC

Message 4
December 18, 520 BC

adapted from The Message of the Twelve

“Many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had 
seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was 

laid before their eyes.”
Ezra 3:12

“Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it 
now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? Yet now be strong...The 

glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former.”
Haggai 2:3, 9

Haggai is one of the 

three Post-Exilic 

prophets, along 
with Zechariah 

and Malachi

A recreation of the Second Temple, 
constructed during the time of Haggai.

It was later improved by Herod the Great 
in the 1st Century. 

Starting Small

Tombs of the Persian kings. The Post-Exilic 
Jews were at the mercy of these rulers. Some, 

like Cyrus, proved to be a blessing, but 
Haggai urged the people not to let the king’s 

approval dictate their obedience.
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“‘The	silver	is	Mine,	and	the	gold	is	Mine,’	says	the	Lord	of	hosts.”	(Haggai	2:8)	
“Moreover	it	is	required	in	stewards	that	one	be	found	faithful.”	(1	Corinthians	4:2)	

	
Introduction	
	 The	Bible	 is	not	 just	 a	book	of	 theology.	 It	 gives	us	practical	 instruction	 for	 every	
aspect	 of	 life.	 This	 includes	 teaching	 on	 how	 to	 handle	 finances.	 The	 prophet	 Haggai	
rebuked	 the	 people	 for	 using	 their	 resources	 to	 enrich	 themselves	 to	 the	 neglect	 of	 the	
Temple.	 God	 has	 an	 opinion	 about	 how	 His	 people	 should	 use	 their	 money.	 The	 Old	
Testament	 laid	down	specific	 tithe	 laws	 for	 Israel	while	 the	New	Testament	goes	beyond	
that	to	encourage	principles	of	generosity.	What	we	have	belongs	to	God	and	we	ought	to	
be	good	stewards	of	what	is	His.		
	
Old	Testament	Laws	
	 The	 books	 of	 Moses	 laid	 down	 civil	 laws	 for	 the	 nation	 of	 Israel.	 In	 them,	 God	
commanded	 the	 people	 to	 live	 righteously,	 and	 those	 laws	 were	 to	 be	 enforced	 by	 the	
rulers	of	the	land.	It	is	commonly	believed	that	the	Old	Testament	required	a	tithe	of	10%	
from	the	Israelites.	This	is	only	partly	true.	
	 Numbers	 18:21-32	 outlines	 the	 Levitical	 Tithe.	 This	 was	 a	 tenth	 (tithe	 means	
“tenth”)	 of	 the	 production	 from	 each	 person’s	 farm,	 “the	 produce	 of	 the	 threshing	 floor	
and…the	winepress.”	(Numbers	18:30)	This	was	to	support	the	Levites	so	that	they	could	
serve	in	the	Temple	at	all	times.	They	were	given	no	inheritance	in	the	Promised	Land,	so	
the	people	were	to	support	them.	
	 Deuteronomy	 12:1-19	 requires	 another	 contribution	 of	 the	 people,	 the	 Festival	
Tithe.	The	people	were	to	contribute	to	the	feasts	and	festivals.	They	also	were	required	to	
give	the	firstborn	of	their	cattle	and	bring	supplemental	contributions	as	well.	This	was	to	
ensure	that	everyone	could	celebrate	at	the	times	of	remembrance.	
	 Then	Deuteronomy	14:28-29	mandates	another	tenth	to	be	given	at	the	end	of	the	
harvest.	This	was	 the	Poor	Tithe.	While	 the	Levitical	Tithe	was	given	at	 the	 first	 reaping,	
this	one	was	to	be	done	after	all	the	crops	were	in.	This	was	so	that	the	poor	and	the	Levites	
could	have	enough	to	last	the	season	and	so	that	all	could	join	in	the	festivities.	
	 This	does	not	include	the	regular	sacrifices	for	sin	and	other	various	matters,	or	the	
freewill	 offerings	 which	 were	 strongly	 encouraged.	 Instead	 of	 10%,	 the	 Mosaic	 Law	
required	closer	 to	25%	of	each	 family’s	 income.	Then	 they	were	urged	 to	go	beyond	 this	
and	to	give	generously.	This	was	God’s	way	of	teaching	the	people	that	His	provision	was	



enough,	to	support	the	Levites	in	their	ministry	and	to	make	sure	that	the	poor	were	taken	
care	of	in	the	Promised	Land.	
	
New	Testament	Principles	
	 In	 the	New	Testament,	 there	 is	 no	 specific	 rule	 or	percentage	 laid	down	 for	what	
must	be	given.	We	are	not	under	the	Law,	we	are	under	grace,	so	we	do	not	need	to	obey	
the	 particular	 instructions	 of	 Moses.	 However,	 this	 does	 not	 liberate	 us	 to	 do	 nothing.	
Rather,	it	liberates	us	to	do	more	in	the	power	of	the	Spirit.	Just	as	Jesus	instructs	us	to	go	
beyond	murder	laws	by	not	harboring	hate	in	our	heart,	we	go	beyond	tithe	laws	by	living	a	
life	of	generosity.	The	New	Testament	instructs	us	to	give	for	the	same	reasons	as	the	Old:	
to	support	those	who	need	help	(2	Corinthians	8-9),	to	support	those	who	are	in	vocational	
ministry	(Galatians	6:6)	and	specifically	to	fund	mission	work	(3	John	5-8).	
	 The	 key	 New	 Testament	 passage	 on	 this	 topic	 is	 2	 Corinthians	 8-9,	 when	 Paul	
solicits	 donations	 from	 the	 church	 in	 Corinth	 for	 the	 church	 in	 Jerusalem,	 which	 was	
ravaged	by	famine	and	persecution.	We	learn	the	following	principles:	
	
	 We	are	to	give	generously,	not	frugally.	(2	Corinthians	9:6).	
	 We	are	to	give	faithfully,	not	sporadically.	(2	Corinthians	8:10-11).	
	 We	are	to	give	equally,	not	unfairly.	(2	Corinthians	8:13-15).	
	 We	are	to	give	lovingly,	not	begrudgingly.	(2	Corinthians	8:24).	
	 We	are	to	give	purposefully,	not	indifferently.	(2	Corinthians	9:7).	
	 We	are	to	give	joyfully,	not	resentfully.	(2	Corinthians	9:7)	
	 We	are	to	give	expectantly,	not	mournfully.	(2	Corinthians	9:10-11)	
	
	 There	is	no	specific	number	which	you	are	to	give,	but	if	you	can	honestly	say	that	
this	is	the	way	you	have	given,	then	the	Lord	will	be	pleased.	
	
Conclusion	
	 Giving	is	a	blessing.	Our	flesh	revolts	at	the	idea	of	giving	away	what	belongs	to	us.	
But	everything	we	have	has	been	given	to	us	by	God.	We	do	not	have	the	right	to	withhold	
it.	 It	 is	 unfortunate	 that	 some	 in	 the	 Church	 have	 made	 fools	 of	 us	 all	 by	 emphasizing	
money	as	the	most	important	thing.	But	we	must	let	the	Word	of	God	tell	us	how	to	live,	not	
stereotypes	or	 false	teachers.	Rather	than	being	owned	by	your	possessions,	 learn	to	 live	
with	an	open	hand,	driven	by	nothing	other	than	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God.	
	 As	 Paul	 said,	 “He	who	 sows	 sparingly	 will	 also	 reap	 sparingly,	 and	 he	who	 sows	
bountifully	will	also	reap	bountifully.	So	let	each	one	give	as	he	purposes	in	his	heart,	not	
grudgingly	or	of	necessity;	for	God	loves	a	cheerful	giver.	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	grace	
abound	 toward	 you,	 that	 you,	 always	 having	 all	 sufficiency	 in	 all	 things,	 may	 have	 an	
abundance	for	every	good	work.”	(2	Corinthians	9:6-8)	
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