
Galatians
Paul’s epistle to the Galatians is believed to be the oldest book 
in the New Testament. It is Paul’s letter to the churches he and 

Barnabas planted during his first missionary journey. It was 
written during Paul’s first serious conflict with the Judaizers. 
Men were coming from Jerusalem to Antioch and elsewhere, 

convincing new Gentile believers that they needed to be 
circumcised and keep the Jewish feasts and laws in order 

to be truly saved. Paul was livid. Galatians gives no quarter 
as Paul launches into an immediate rebuke of these foolish 
churches who had allowed themselves to be deceived into 
trusting in something other than the Gospel for salvation. 
Paul describes his own life and calling in defense against 
those trying to delegitimize him and uses numerous Old 
Testament passages and motifs to point to Jesus above the 
Law of Moses. There is one way to salvation – faith in the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Nothing else will do.
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About Galatians
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 48 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To confront and rebuke false teachings and legalism 
taking place in the churches of Galatia.
Characteristics: This is one of Paul’s most severe and fiery letters. Paul heavily references the 
Old Testament to establish salvation through faith and not adherence to the Law.

Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-9)
II. Defense of Apostolic Authority of the Gospel Message (1:10-2:21)
 A. Apostolic Call: The Divine Source of Paul’s Gospel (1:10-16)
 B. Apostolic Confirmation: Human Agreement with Paul’s Gospel (1:17-2:21)
III. Scriptural Basis of the Gospel Message (3:1-4:31)
 A. Identifying the Old Testament Roots of the Gospel (3:1-35)
 B. Clarifying the Meaning of the Gospel: Sonship Versus Slavery (3:26-4:31)
IV. Implications of the Gospel Message for Christian Living (5:1-6:10)
 A. Avoiding the Extremes of Legalism and License (5:1-15)
 B. Walking in the Power of the Holy Spirit (5:16-26)
 C. Serving One Another According to the Law of Christ (6:1-10)
V. Conclusion (6:11-18)
 A. Personal Signature (6:11)
 B. Summary of the Church’s Problem: External Legalism (6:12-13)
 C. Summary of the Gospel Solution: The Cross and the New Creation (6:14-15)
 D. Benediction, Request, and Salutation (6:16-18)

Questions to Think About
1.) In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he rebuked them for their liberalism, whereas he  
 rebukes the Galatians for their legalism. How does Scripture instruct us to avoid 
 going to these two extremes?

2.) Circumcision was the hot-ticket item in the Galatian churches. Some said it   
 was the means of salvation. Though we don’t battle this particular false teaching in  
 our culture, what are some other examples of legalism that are prevalent today?

3.) Paul states clearly that there is an ongoing battle between the Spirit and the flesh. How  
 do you see this playing out in your life? Which one is winning the battle?

Paul’s Life Before Ministry
Paul describes his life before coming to salvation in Galatians, speaking of his intense persecution of the 

church. He says, “For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond what many of my contemporaries 

in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers” (Galatians 1:13-14). 
In Philippians, Paul describes how zealous he was for these traditions: “If anyone else thinks he may have 

confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised on the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 

concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless” (Philippians 3:4-6).

The Lord met Paul (Saul at the time) miraculously on the road to Damascus, completely transforming his 
heart through salvation. He was once exceedingly zealous for the traditions of his fathers; however, the Lord 

changed Paul and filled him with the power and zeal of the Holy Spirit for His glory, sending him throughout 
the world to proclaim the Gospel of Christ.

The Jerusalem Council
In Acts 15, Luke records in Acts that while Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch, they encountered men 

who were teaching that Gentiles must hold to the Mosaic Law (specifically concerning circumcision) in 
order to be saved. Paul and Barnabas disputed with the men that this was not so, that salvation was by 
grace through faith, for both Jews and Gentiles. A delegation of leaders, including Paul and Barnabas, 

travelled to Jerusalem around 49 A.D. to approach the apostles and elders concerning this disagreement. 
At this meeting, known as the Jerusalem Council, the apostles established that the Gentiles did not need 

to hold to the Mosaic statue of circumcision in order to be saved. 

Paul wrote to the Galatians concerning this matter in the months leading up to the Jerusalem council. 
Judaizers had come into the churches of Galatia teaching that circumcision was necessary to be in a right 

standing with God. Paul strongly rebukes the Galatian believers from turning from faith to works in 
order to obtain salvation. Our salvation is by grace through faith, not of works (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Galatia was a large Roman province that 
included cities Paul visited on his first 

missionary journey. Some of the churches Paul 
visited in Galatia were located in Antioch in 

Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.
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Through	the	Bible	–	Galatians		
Relieving	Racial	Tension	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	
	 The	book	of	Galatians	is	a	vehement	letter.	In	it	a	young	apostle	Paul	fires	full	
broadside	against	those	who	want	to	induce	others	to	embrace	circumcision	and	Jewish	
ritual	in	order	to	achieve	salvation.	The	backdrop	of	this	book	is	the	debate	over	whether	
or	not	Gentiles	are	allowed	to	be	part	of	the	Church	if	they	do	not	come	under	the	Law.	Paul	
strenuously	argues,	“No!”	in	the	book	of	Galatians.	This	was	much	more	than	a	religious	
debate	–	this	epistle	is	charged	with	centuries	of	prejudice	and	racial	tension.	The	way	the	
Bible	handles	these	issues	is	instructive	for	us	as	we	handle	similar	issues	today.	
	
Anticipation	of	Inclusion	
	 The	Jews	in	the	New	Testament	refused	to	eat	or	interact	with	Samaritans	and	
Gentiles	if	they	could	at	all	help	it.	They	took	great	pride	in	the	fact	that	they	were	true	
children	of	Abraham,	favored	of	God.	Now,	in	a	technical	sense,	they	were	correct.	God	has	
specially	favored	the	children	of	Israel.	“For	you	are	a	holy	people	to	the	Lord	your	God;	the	
Lord	your	God	has	chosen	you	to	be	a	people	for	Himself,	a	special	treasure	above	all	the	
people	on	the	face	of	the	earth”	(Deuteronomy	7:6).	God	set	His	affection	upon	Israel,	they	
were	(and	remain)	His	people.	But	even	in	the	Old	Testament	God	made	it	clear	that	He	had	
not	forsaken	the	Gentiles.	It	was	always	the	plan	of	God	to	use	Israel	to	save	the	whole	
world.	
	 The	Old	Testament	prophesied	that	the	Messiah	would	bring	salvation	to	all	nations.	
The	Lord	spoke	in	Isaiah,	“I,	the	Lord,	have	called	You	in	righteousness,	and	will	hold	Your	
hand;	I	will	keep	You	and	give	You	as	a	covenant	to	the	people,	as	a	light	to	the	Gentiles.”	
(Isaiah	42:6)	Zechariah	and	other	prophets	spoke	of	the	nations	coming	to	worship	the	
Lord	in	Jerusalem	in	the	last	days	and	in	the	Kingdom.	All	of	this	goes	back	to	God’s	
mandate	to	Israel	at	the	initiation	of	the	Covenant:	“You	shall	be	to	Me	a	kingdom	of	priests	
and	a	holy	nation.”	(Exodus	19:6)	The	purpose	of	Israel	was	to	function	as	a	priest	among	
nations,	calling	people	to	the	worship	of	the	Lord.	This	is	why	God	provided	means	for	
Gentiles	to	convert	and	become	a	part	of	the	family	of	Israel,	and	why	the	Old	Testament	
details	stories	of	God’s	mercy	to	those	outside	of	the	Covenant,	like	Rahab,	Naaman	and	the	
city	of	Nineveh.	God	never	intended	Israel	to	hate	the	Gentiles,	but	in	love	to	call	them	to	
repentance	and	worship.	
	
The	Example	of	Jesus	
	 Jesus	was	Israel’s	Messiah.	Repeatedly	He	told	His	disciples	that	He	had	come	for	the	
lost	sheep	of	Israel,	and	told	them	in	their	mission	not	to	go	to	the	Gentiles	or	the	



Samaritans.	But	Jesus	showed	mercy	to	all	who	asked	for	it,	even	so.	In	John	4	he	spoke	to	a	
woman	at	Jacob’s	well	in	Samaria	and	stayed	to	instruct	the	city	for	two	days.	He	healed	the	
centurion’s	servant,	and	the	Samaritan	leper.	Even	the	Syrophoenician	woman	who	begged	
for	her	demonized	daughter	to	be	set	free,	although	Jesus	made	very	clear	that	He	had	
come	for	the	Israelites,	received	a	touch	from	the	Lord.		
	 Although	Jesus	knew	that	what	He	brought	was	to	the	Jew	first,	He	showed	great	
love	to	all	who	came.	He	even	seemed	to	take	special	delight	in	needling	the	proud	
Pharisees	about	God’s	mercy	to	the	Gentiles	when	He	brought	up	the	story	of	the	Sidonian	
widow	and	Naaman	the	Syrian.	And	after	His	death	and	resurrection	He	commissioned	His	
disciples	to	take	the	Gospel	not	just	to	Israel,	but	to	Samaria	and	the	ends	of	the	earth.	He	
set	the	example	of	love	and	unity	in	matters	of	the	Spirit.	
	
Two	Made	One	
	 In	the	rest	of	the	New	Testament	–	the	book	of	Acts	especially	–	we	see	the	slow	but	
sure	expansion	of	the	Gospel	from	Jews	to	Hellenistic	Jews,	to	Samaritans	and	proselytes,	
and	eventually	to	the	Gentiles.	When	the	book	of	Galatians	was	written	there	was	great	
dispute	in	the	Church	about	whether	men	like	Cornelius	the	Roman	centurion	needed	to	be	
circumcised	and	keep	the	Law	in	order	to	be	saved.	Yet	Paul	and	Barnabas	with	Peter	and	
others	spoke	of	how,	in	their	ministry,	God	had	given	Gentiles	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	–	
the	Seal	of	salvation	–	even	though	they	had	not	been	circumcised	or	kept	the	Law.	As	Peter	
said,	“We	believe	that	through	the	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	we	shall	be	saved	in	the	
same	manner	as	they”	(Acts	15:11).	
	 This	was	a	monumental	revelation,	but	there	were	still	many	practical	details	to	be	
worked	out.	In	the	books	of	Ephesians,	Romans	and	Hebrews,	among	others,	the	New	
Testament	writers	exhorted	the	Church	to	be	at	unity	with	one	another.	Twice	Paul	wrote,	
“There	is	neither	Jew	nor	Greek,	there	is	neither	slave	nor	free,	there	is	neither	male	nor	
female;	for	you	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus”	(Galatians	3:28,	cf.	Colossians	3:11)	In	Jesus,	
Israel’s	Messiah,	God	has	reached	out	to	save	all	people,	regardless	of	race	or	heritage.	
	
Conclusion	
	 Paul’s	words	do	not	mean	to	ignore	the	differences	between	culture	or	ethnicity	or	
social	status.	But	at	the	foot	of	the	cross,	those	differences	are	irrelevant.	All	are	saved	the	
same	way.	And	therefore,	we	ought	to	treat	each	other	with	the	same	love	that	God	has	
shown	us	in	Christ.	In	the	Church	there	is	no	place	for	prejudice,	racism	or	any	such	thing.	
We	are	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	Whatever	other	distinctions	we	may	have,	we	have	
the	cross	in	common,	and	that	is	what	matters	most.	Historically	the	Church	has	been	in	the	
vanguard	of	movements	to	destroy	oppression	and	segregation,	and	we	ought	to	continue	
to	take	that	role	–	starting	with	real	love	for	one	another	born	not	out	of	guilt	or	
resentment	but	a	deep	understanding	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	
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