
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy is the climax of the journey 
to the Promised Land. At Kadesh-Barnea, 

Moses implores the children of Israel to 
serve the Lord in His Land one last time. He 
recounts the stories of the Exodus, Sinai and 
the years in the Wilderness. He gives them 
the Law a second time and calls upon them 
to keep it and serve the Lord always. It ends 

with the death of Moses as the Israelites 
prepare to finally take possession of the Land 

God had promised to Abraham.
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About Deuteronomy
Author: Moses
Date: ca. 1400s BC
Genre: History & Law
Purpose: To recount key events from the Wanderings and pass the Law down  
 to a new generation before entering the Promised Land.
Characteristics: Exhortations from Moses to the people puncuated by stories  
 from the wilderness and a second giving of the Law.

Outline
I. Historical Review (1:1-4:43)
II. The Covenant (4:44-26:19)
 A. General Principles (4:44-11:32)
 B. Specific Stipulations (12-26)
III. Covenant Renewal (27-30)
 A. Curses and Blessings (27-28)
 B. Historical Review (29-30)
IV. Transition of Power (31-34)
 A. Instructions for the Law (31:1-32:43)
 B. Moses’ Final Blessing (32:44-33:29)
 C. The Death of Moses (34)

Questions to Think About
1.) Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land. Why not? What lessons can we 
 learn for our own lives from this story?

2.) Why was it so important for Moses to repeat the Law to the people and for God to  
 include it in the canon of Scripture?

3.) What are some places in the Bible where we see the blessings and curses of the book  
 of Deuteronomy fulfilled?

The Hebrew title of 
Deuteronomy is Debarim, 

which means “Words,” from 
the first words of the book: 
“These are the words which 

Moses spoke to all Israel”.

The Greek title is 
Deuteronomion, which means, 
“Second Law.” This is because 
the book contains the second 

time the Law of Moses is given 
to Israel, before entering the 

Promised Land.

RIGHT: This is a map of where 
the children of Israel would 

have gone during their years in 
the wilderness, including the 

battles they fought. Moses 
recounted all this history to the 

people in Deuteronomy to 
remind them that God was 

with them.

BELOW: This is modern-day 
Kadesh-Barnea, the location 

where Moses would have 
delivered his final words to the 
people before they crossed over 

into the Promised Land.
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Through	the	Bible	–	Deuteronomy	
Suzerain	Treaties	and	the	Law	of	Moses1	
	
Introduction	
	 The	book	of	Deuteronomy	came	to	be	recognized	as	 the	definitive	written	 form	of	
the	Old	Covenant.	 In	 it,	Moses	 lays	down	the	history,	stipulations,	blessings	and	curses	of	
the	Law.	Historically,	we	can	look	at	the	structure	of	Deuteronomy	and	see	that	it	compares	
to	a	style	of	treaty,	or	covenant,	that	was	familiar	to	that	time.	This	helps	us	date	the	book	
as	well	as	better	understand	its	overall	organization.	
	
Comparisons	with	Suzerain	Treaties	
	 God’s	covenant	with	Israel	is	very	much	like	treaties	made	between	suzerains	
(monarchs)	and	their	vassals	among	the	Hittites.	Some	scholars	have	argued	that	the	book	
of	Deuteronomy	as	a	whole	is	structured	after	this	pattern,	showing	how	the	book	of	
Deuteronomy	parallels	major	elements	of	the	Hittite	suzerain	treaty	pattern	of	the	second	
millennium	BC.	In	this	analogy,	“law”	holds	the	same	position	as	“stipulations”	within	a	
treaty.	
	 These	parallels	with	Hittite	and	other	second-millennium	treaties	support	the	early	
date	and	authenticity	of	Deuteronomy.	Although	liberal	scholarship	has	sought	parallels	in	
first-millennium	treaties,	the	best	parallels	are	with	the	second-millennium	ones.	Thus	the	
structure	of	Deuteronomy	is	evidence	for	its	early	date	and	evidence	against	the	argument	
that	seeks	to	date	Deuteronomy	to	the	seventh	century.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

																																																								
1 Adapted from The Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook. 

Hittite	Suzerain	Treaty	 Parallel	in	Deuteronomy	

PREAMBLE	
Identifies	the	parties	of	the	treaty	

Deuteronomy	1:1-5	

HISTORICAL	PROLOGUE	
Reviews	events	leading	to	the	treaty	

Deuteronomy	1:6-3:29	

GENERAL	STIPULATIONS	
Describes	 the	 future	 relationship	 and	
summarizes	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	 specific	
stipulations	

Deuteronomy	4-11	
Long	 exhortation	 from	Moses	 for	 Israel	
to	obey	God	

SPECIFIC	STIPULATIONS	
Detailed	demands	of	the	treaty	

Deuteronomy	12-26	
Detailed	 exposition	 on	 what	 the	 Law	
demands	



	
	

Conclusion	
	 The	parallel	between	Hittite	treaties	and	Deuteronomy	gives	insight	into	the	
relationship	between	law	and	covenant:	God,	like	a	suzerain,	is	the	great	King	and	initiator	
of	the	covenant.	The	Israelites,	like	the	vassals	of	the	Hittite	treaties,	are	inferiors	in	the	
relationship	and	merely	receive	the	offer	of	a	relationship.	Moreover,	God’s	laws,	like	the	
stipulations	of	treaties,	regulate	a	relationship	only	after	it	is	established.	Keeping	
stipulations	of	treaties	did	not	establish	a	relationship	between	the	Hittites	and	their	
vassals;	instead,	the	relationship	is	established	first	by	accepting	the	treaty,	and	then	comes	
the	obligation	to	keep	the	stipulations.	Similarly,	law	keeping	did	not	establish	Israel’s	
relationship	with	God;	the	covenant	did.	Thus	covenant	is	more	basic	than	law,	since	the	
covenant	establishes	a	relationship,	not	the	keeping	of	the	laws.	Even	under	the	Mosaic	
covenant	a	relationship	with	God	was	based	on	God’s	gracious	offer	of	a	covenant	
relationship,	not	on	Israel’s	keeping	the	law	first.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

BLESSINGS	AND	CURSES	
Consequences	of	keeping	or	not	keeping	
the	treaty	

Deuteronomy	27-28	

DOCUMENT	CLAUSE	
Call	 for	 storage	 and	periodic	 reading	 of	
the	treaty	

Deuteronomy	27:1-5	

DIVINE	WITNESSES	TO	THE	COVENANT	
Various	 deities	 called	 to	 witness	 the	
treaty	

Deuteronomy	29-33	
Moses	 calls	 upon	 heaven	 and	 earth	 to	
witness	the	Covenant	

[No	Parallel]	 Deuteronomy	34	
Death	of	Moses	


