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Colossians

The churches planted by the apostle Paul faced many
different false teachings and temptations. While we must
be on the look out for the devil’s schemes, they have not
changed much more than their names since that time. In
the letter to the Colossians, Paul writes about the
superiority of Jesus Christ and the Gospel that He made
possible. In it Paul derides the false philosophies and
so-called religions of the world. Whether they offer a blend
of Christianity and legalism, adding to the cross, or try to
replace the truth with false gods and philosophies, the
Gospel is greater. Paul reminds the readers that they have
been remade at the cross, and that the false promises of
spiritual shysters should have no appeal for them. We are
to put on the “new man,” impacting our personal lives, our
homes and of course our churches.
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About Colossians

Ephesians
&
Colossians

Author: Paul
Date: ca. 61 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: Paul confronts an early form of Gnostic teaching
infiltrating the church, and he emphasizes the deity and sufficiency of Jesus.
Characteristics: An encouraging letter containing a specific warning about false teachings,
focusing on the diety of Christ and practical ways Christians ought to live following Him.

Outline
I. Greeting (1:1-2)
II. The Work of the Gospel (1:3-8)
III. Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians (1:9-14)
IV. The Preeminence of Christ (1:15-20)
V. The Work of Reconciliation Among the Gentiles (1:21-29)
VI. Fullness in Christ Alone (2:1-10)
VII. The Threat of Rules, Regulations, and Legalism (2:11-23)
VIII. Christ Gives Us Victory Over Sin (3:1-11)
IX. The Christian’s Character (3:12-17)
X. The Christian’s Basic Instruction for Relationships (3:18-4:1)
XI. Paul’s Ministry Team (4:2-15)
XII. Closing (4:16-18)
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Alive in Christ
Colossians 2:11-15
&
Ephesians 2:1-7

Questions to Think About
1.) One of the main tenants of early Gnostic thought centered on the idea that all matter
is evil, falsely concluding that Jesus could not be God in flesh. What is the
importance of the truth of Jesus’ divinity as Paul explains in Colossians?
2.) Paul places great emphasis on discerning false teachings that people introduce among
the body of Christ and preach a false gospel. How do we strengthen ourselves to
stand firm when these teachings come from the world?
3.) The character of the “new man” is in focus in Colossians 3. Paul gives this great
exhortation: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus.” How can you, in the course of day-to-day life, seek to do everything as unto
the Lord? Pray that the Lord would continually give you this mindset.

Ephesians and Colossians were
both authored by Paul during the
same Roman imprisonment in
the early 60s AD. Both of these
letters were sent out by the hand
of Tychicus, described by Paul
as, “a beloved brother and
faithful minister in the Lord.”
Paul wrote Colossians to ward
off false teaching, while he wrote
Ephesians largely to encourage
an otherwise healthy body of
believers. Even with these
differences, considering that
both of these epistles were
written so closely together, they
bear many similarities.
Here are a few of the parallel
themes and passages:

The New Man
Colossians 3: 8-10
&
Ephesians 4:20-24
Colossae is located just south and east of Laodicea and Hierapolis in
Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). Colossae was prominent
throughout this region in the first century because of cold springs that
supply the city, like the one above. Laodicea and Colossae were also
two fellowships that were closely connected, and as letters from Paul
made their way around the region, the two churches shared in the the
reading of the letters. Paul writes in Colossians 4:15-16, “Greet the
brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in
his house. Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read
also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the
epistle from Laodicea.”

Marriage and Family
Colossians 3:18-21
&
Ephesians 5:22-6:4
Workplace
Colossians 3:22-4:1
&
Ephesians 6:5-9

Through the Bible – Colossians
Other Writings of the Early Church by Tyler Warner
Introduction
In Colossians 4:16 Paul makes an interesting reference to “the epistle from Laodicea”.
Apparently there was another epistle that Paul had sent out to the Church that we do not possess.
This is similar to how we do not have all of the letters Paul sent to Corinth. Obviously, the Holy
Spirit did not see fit to include these epistles in the canon, so we do not need to worry about “lost
books” of the Bible. But it does bring up an important point: the early Church had other writings
besides the Bible that they used for edification and instruction. While for us, books like Mere
Christianity or The Jesus Style are considered standard reading outside of the Bible, the early Church
had a similar list. These writings are not Scripture, but they remain enormously edifying for the
Church today.

The Church Fathers
The first generations of Church leaders after the apostles are known as the Church Fathers.
Men like Clement, Irenaeus and Justin Martyr led the Church through her first turbulent centuries.
The last of Fathers would have lived during the 400s AD. The writings of these men are known as
the New Testament Apocrypha. These books are not inerrant like Scripture, but they were viewed
as authoritative in the early Church – preservations of correct interpretation. Like any book, we
should check them against the truth of the Bible, but many of these men were direct disciples of the
apostles, and they laid down the foundation of doctrine that we still build upon today.
We need to be discerning, however, when it comes to various early Church writings. Certain
writings, like the Gnostic gospels, the Acts of Andrew, the Gospels of Thomas and Judas were
roundly condemned by the Church Fathers and should be ignored as spurious and dangerous. And
there are some writers, Origen for example, who were solid in many points and yet off-base in a
few. Only the Bible is the inerrant standard. Yet that does not mean that we should ignore the
writings of the Church Fathers. Below we’ve included a basic introduction to some of the earliest,
most important writings of the Church Fathers. Familiarize yourself with them, learn them, let
Scripture be their judge, yet enjoy them as you would enjoy any other great Christian biography or
theology.

Writings of the Church Fathers1
1 & 2 Clement – Clement of Rome was leading elder of the church in Rome. His epistle to
the Corinthians (1 Clement) was sent to resolve division in that church. He also wrote a sermon (2
Clement) that was delivered in Corinth likely after the conflict was over. Clement’s writings were
written in the 90s AD and were the frontrunners to be included in the canon by the early Church.
Epistles of Ignatius – Ignatius was the bishop of Antioch in Syria. He was arrested and sent
to Rome in the first years of the Second Century where he died a martyr’s death. Along the way, he
penned seven letters (to Smyrna, the man Polycarp, Ephesus, Magnesia, Philadelphia, Tralles, and
1

These writings are compiled and explained in The Apostolic Fathers, by Michael W. Holmes.

Rome) that fought against false teachings, supported the leadership of the churches and looked
forward to his own martyrdom to testify of Christ.
Letter & Martyrdom of Polycarp – Polycarp was the bishop of Smyrna, and was a disciple
of the Apostle John. For this reason, his testimony carried great weight when he fought against
heretics like Marcion and the Gnostics. His epistle to the Philippians was written around the same
time as the Ignatian letters. The Martyrdom of Polycarp is a powerful narrative that describes his
miraculous martyrdom in the arena at the age of 86 (ca. 150 AD).
The Didache – Formally called “The Teaching [Didache] of the Twelve Apostles”, the
Didache was one of the most highly-regarded writings in the early Church. Some Fathers even
contended that it was inspired. The first part of it describes the “Two Ways”, that is, of Christ and
the world. The second part is a handbook on church practice, prayers and so on. It was used to
catechize those who were to be baptized. The Didache is probably a compilation of a few different
documents. While some of these were written as early as 70 AD or before, the final composition
probably took place near the end of the Second Century.
Epistle of Barnabas – This epistle was definitely not written by Barnabas – one of the main
reasons it was excluded from the canon – but was still widely read in the early Church. It seeks to
explain how the Church and the nation of Israel relate to each other. Relying heavily on allegorical
interpretation, it explains that only Christians truly understand the Old Testament. This epistle was
written after the destruction of the Temple, but before Jerusalem was rebuilt by Hadrian (132-135
AD).
The Shepherd of Hermas – The Shepherd of Hermas is perhaps the strangest of the
writings of the Church Fathers. It is a book of visions, parables, dreams and apocalyptic literature.
Hermas, the author, receives visions and explanations from angels, one in particular called the
Shepherd. The book emphasizes the importance of repentance and love for the weak and poor. It
was very highly regarded by such men as Irenaeus, Tertullian and Athanasius. It was likely written
in the early Second Century.
Fragments of Papias – Papias was the bishop of Hierapolis and a disciple of the apostle
John. He wrote several major works, but we only have fragments and pieces of his writings today,
likely composed ca. 130 AD. Because Papias was so closely associated with John, his knowledge of
oral tradition made him an authority in the early Church. He is noteworthy for his confirmation of
the story of the adulterous woman, his comment that Matthew was written in Hebrew and his
insistence that John taught a literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth.

Conclusion
As Protestants, we have a tendency to write off Church history as one constant, unfolding
mistake. But to do that is to make a mistake of our own. We are not the first generation to read the
Bible, and we are hardly the first to walk faithfully before the Lord. Church history is our history,
and we benefit from the labor of these great men of God even if we do not realize it. Just as Paul
exhorted the Colossians to read the non-canonical epistle to the Laodiceans, take the time to read
these admittedly non-canonical, yet overwhelmingly helpful writings from the early generations of
the Church.

