
Amos
The kingdom of Israel is divided. Samaria in the north is 
the home of Jeroboam’s great sin: the worship of golden 
calves at Bethel in the name of the Lord. The priests, the 
prophets, the kings and the people are deaf to the voice 

of the Holy Spirit. The southern kingdom is bitter against 
their brethren. So God raises up a farmer, a migrant 

worker, an uneducated man named Amos to prophesy to 
the North. He goes to Bethel from his home in Tekoa and 

prophesies. He denounces idolatry, sexual sin and 
injustice in the land of Israel. He is hated, mocked and 
told to go home by the very high priest of false worship 

in Israel. But the judgment that he proclaimed was 
coming, whether the people wanted to hear it or not.
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About Amos
Author: Amos
Date: ca. 793-740 BC
Genre: Prophecy
Purpose: To prophesy against the injustice and idolatry in the northern kingdom of Israel, 
 particularly to the ruling classes.
Characteristics: Prophetic language aimed directly at the rich and powerful in Israel, tinged  
 with Amos’s compassion and simple background.

Outline
I. Bad News: Eight Prophecies (1-2)
II. Bad News: Three Sermons (3-6)
 A. Punishment for Iniquity (3)
 B. Israel’s Lack of Repentance (4)
 C. A Lament for Israel (5-6)
III. Bad News: Five Visions (7-9)
 A. Locusts, Fire & Plumb Line (7:1-9)
 B. Attack on Amos (7:10-17)
 C. The Ripe Fruit (8)
 D. God Standing at the Altar (9:1-10)
IV. Good News (9:11-15)

Questions to Think About
1.) Amos begins by pronouncing judgment upon the nations surrounding Israel, but then brings it  
 home to the Northern Kingdom itself. This would surely have surprised his hearers. Do you  
 have a hard time seeing your own faults? How can you be sure to hear the Lord’s voice to you  
 and not just those around you?

2.) Amos was not a trained prophet, he was a herdsman and a farmer when the Lord called him to  
 prophesy. Do you think that your background disqualifies you from serving the Lord? How can  
 you be ready to obey when He calls you?

3.) The affluent Israelites were denounced for their accumulation of wealth at the expense of the poor.  
 In the wealthiest nation on earth, how can we be sure not to fall into the same sin? How are  
 you helping those less fortunate than you?

“The LORD 
roars from 

Zion!”
(Amos 1:2)

A calf shrine, similar to what was 
worshiped at Bethel as a stand-in for 
the Lord during the time of Amos.

A replication of Jeroboam’s false 
temple in Samaria, where Amos 

confronted the priests.

Willmington’s Bible Handbook Outlines

1.) Syria (1:3-5)

2.) Philistia (1:6-8)

3.) Phoenicia (1:9-10)

4.) Edom (1:11-12)

5.) Ammon (1:13-15)

6.) Moab (2:1-3)

7.) Judah (2:4-5)

8.) Israel (2:6-15)

Amos’s 
Prophetic 

Tour

“Thus says the Lord:
‘For three transgressions 
of Israel, and for four, I 

will not revoke the 
punishment.’”
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Through	the	Bible	–	Amos	
Who	Causes	Calamity?	
	
Introduction	
	 The	prophet	Amos	faced	a	crowd	that	was,	to	put	it	mildly,	skeptical	of	his	message.	
Because	of	their	special	status	as	children	of	Israel,	 the	people	of	Samaria	did	not	believe	
that	judgment	could	come	to	them.	In	Amos	3:3-8,	the	prophet	gives	a	series	of	rhetorical	
questions	 designed	 to	make	 his	 audience	 confront	 the	 fact	 that	 their	 troubles	 were	 not	
merely	the	way	of	the	world,	but	judgment	from	God.		
	 In	this	passage,	Amos	gives	a	phrase	that	is	both	instructive	and	puzzling	for	us	as	
readers.	The	second	half	of	Amos	3:6	says,	“If	there	is	calamity	in	a	city,	will	not	the	Lord	
have	done	it?”	The	implication	is	that	disastrous	events	are	executed	by	the	Lord.	This	is	a	
concerning	 passage,	 and	 at	 first	 can	 seem	 tough	 to	 reconcile	 with	 other	 teachings	 in	
Scripture.	But	its	message	also	calls	us	back	to	a	fundamental	fear	of	God.	
	
God	Causes	Calamity	
	 The	very	simple	message	of	Amos	3:6	is	that	when	disaster	befalls	a	city,	it	was	the	
work	of	the	Lord.	Some	early	translations	had	this	word	rendered	as	“evil,”	but	the	Hebrew	
term	(ra)	does	not	refer	exclusively	to	moral	evil,	it	can	mean	anything	negative	or	bad.	So	
when	something	negative	happens	to	a	city	or	country,	 it	 is	the	work	of	God.	And	here	in	
Amos	this	specifically	speaks	of	judgment	for	sin.	
	 This	of	course	is	a	repeated	theme	throughout	the	Scriptures.	We	needn’t	look	any	
farther	than	the	flood	in	Noah’s	day.	This	was	not	some	random	geological	event.	God	told	
Noah	in	Genesis	6:13,	“I	have	determined	to	make	an	end	of	all	flesh,	for	the	earth	is	filled	
with	violence	through	them.	Behold,	I	will	destroy	them	with	the	earth.”	Consider	also	the	
destruction	 of	 Sodom	 and	 Gomorrah.	 It	 is	 well	 established	 that	 God	 brings	 destruction	
upon	wickedness.	
	 We	also	see	this	played	out	through	the	rise	and	fall	of	nations	and	empires.	“For	not	
from	the	east	or	from	the	west	and	not	from	the	wilderness	comes	lifting	up,	but	it	is	God	
who	executes	judgment,	putting	down	one	and	lifting	up	another.”	(Psalm	75:6-7)	The	most	
obvious	example	is	God	delivering	Israel	out	of	slavery	and	making	them	a	great	nation.	In	
the	process	He	used	 them	to	destroy	 the	Amorites	and	Canaanites	 in	 the	Promised	Land.	
Later	on,	He	would	tell	Habakkuk	that	He	had	raised	up	Babylon	to	judge	the	land	of	Israel.	
Then	 of	 course,	 Isaiah	 prophesied	 that	 Cyrus	would	 come	 and	 defeat	 Babylon.	 Even	 the	
work	of	men	and	the	plans	of	kings	are	in	the	hands	of	the	Lord.	Wars	are	not	won	and	lost	
by	the	tactics	of	generals,	but	God	sends	calamity	upon	the	city.	
	
	



Does	God	Cause	Every	Calamity?	
	 Now,	 the	 question	 becomes,	 does	 God	 cause	 every	 calamity?	 Is	 every	 natural	
disaster,	every	war,	every	misfortune	 the	direct	hand	of	God?	This	 is	a	 fair	question.	Not	
least	because	there	are	entire	books	of	the	Bible,	such	as	Job	and	Ecclesiastes	that	teach	us	
that	judgment	and	calamity	are	not	directly	correlated	to	sin,	just	as	blessing	is	not	directly	
tied	to	holiness.	How	then	should	we	read	Amos’s	straightforward	proclamation?	We	need	
to	distinguish	between	the	direct	hand	of	God,	 the	natural	result	of	 living	 in	God’s	world,	
and	the	sinful	choices	of	men.		
	 We’ve	already	seen	above	how	God	directly	 intervenes	and	causes	some	events	 to	
happen.	However,	we	also	 live	 in	a	world	with	 laws	and	rules	 that	have	been	created	by	
God.	A	world	that	is	also	damaged	and	corrupted	by	sin.	God	sends	storms	in	judgment	as	
He	did	on	Solomon,	but	hurricanes	also	form	naturally	and	predictably	based	on	scientific	
laws	that	God	has	dictated.	For	example,	famine	came	upon	the	church	in	Jerusalem	in	the	
book	of	Acts,	not	as	a	judgment	but	as	a	natural	course	of	events.	So	God	warned	the	Church	
through	the	prophets.	
	 Also,	 men	 make	 choices.	 And	 sin	 is	 by	 definition	 going	 against	 the	 will	 of	 God.	
Consider	when	 Josiah	 rode	out	 to	 fight	against	Pharaoh	Neco	 in	2	Kings	23.	God	had	not	
sent	 him	 to	 fight	 there,	Neco	warned	 him	 to	 ride	 away,	 but	 he	 insisted	 on	 fighting.	 As	 a	
result,	Judah	lost	their	king	and	they	became	a	vassal	state	of	Egypt.	This	was	disaster	not	
intended	by	God,	but	brought	about	by	the	will	of	man.	
	
Conclusion	
	 So	 when	 we	 consider	 why	 bad	 things	 happen,	 we	 have	 three	 possibilities:	 God’s	
direct	intervention,	the	natural	ways	of	life	on	earth,	and	the	choices	of	man.	This	obviously	
does	 not	make	Amos	 a	 liar	 or	 incorrect.	 The	 lesson	 is	 that	God	 is	 always	 at	work	 in	 the	
affairs	of	men,	and	that	disaster	is	not	random	or	pointless.	Even	in	the	midst	of	disaster,	
God	warns	His	people	and	enables	them	to	be	preserved.	He	prevented	the	destruction	of	
Jerusalem	during	 the	Assyrian	 invasion	because	 their	 time	had	not	 yet	 come.	God	works	
within	and	through	all	of	these	things	in	order	to	accomplish	His	purposes.	God	is	in	control	
at	all	times.	
	 How	then	ought	we	to	respond	to	this	knowledge?	Jesus	gives	us	the	answer	in	the	
book	of	Luke.	He	describes	two	great	tragedies	that	had	happened	in	Judea,	and	says,	“Do	
you	suppose	that	these	Galileans	were	worse	sinners	than	all	other	Galileans,	because	they	
suffered	 such	 things?	 I	 tell	 you,	 no;	 but	 unless	 you	 repent,	 you	will	 all	 likewise	 perish.”	
(Luke	13:2-3)	Calamity,	disaster,	tragedy	and	destruction	ought	to	send	us	to	our	knees	in	
reverence	of	God.	We	should	learn	to	fear	the	Lord	and	walk	in	holiness	before	Him.	He	is	
the	one	who	controls	the	storms	and	the	hearts	of	the	kings,	and	He	has	the	power	of	life	
and	death	in	His	hand.		
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