
2 Timothy
In his second letter to his young ministry partner, Timothy, we 

see Paul at the end of his life. This is the last epistle that Paul 
wrote before his execution by Caesar Nero. The tone is slightly 
different from his other letters. Rather than all business, Paul 

becomes pensive and resigns himself to his fate. The purpose of 
the letter is to urge Timothy to run with the torch of the 

Gospel and never to lose it. He calls him to stir up the gifts of 
the Spirit, to never be ashamed of the Gospel, and to preach the 

Word boldly. Paul prophesies that in the Last Days times will 
grow difficult and people will stray away from the foundation. 
He charges Timothy to hold the line and to pass it on to others 
who will do the same. It ends with some very personal requests 
as Paul asks Timothy to visit him. In 2 Timothy Paul looks back 

on his life and can say with confidence that he had served the 
Lord and had done all that he was called to do. His example 

calls us to live our lives for Christ and finish well.

October 3, 2018

RESOURCES
The Pastoral Epistles: A Commentary on the Greek Text - George Knight

Guard the Gospel: The Message of 2 Timothy - John Stott

Pastoral Epistles: An Introduction and Commentary - Donald Guthrie

BibleHub.com   |   BlueLetterBible.org

My Notes

cclburg.com/Throug hTheBible

Through the 
Bible

with Pastor Troy Warner

Calvary Chapel Lynchburg presents



About 2 Timothy
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 67 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To exhort Timothy to remain faithful to the Lord in the 
 midst of persecution and false doctrine.  Paul also urges Timothy to visit him and bring  
 supplies to him while he is imprisoned.  
Characteristics: Suffering and endurance are some of the main traits  in 2 Timothy.  Paul also  
 gives strong exhortations to Timothy  to continue in the ministry that has been passed  
 on to him.  

Outline
I. Greeting (1:1-2)
II. Timothy Reminded of His Calling (1:3-7)
III. Exhortation to Hold Fast (1:8-18)
IV. Examples in Ministry (2:1-13)
V. An Approved Worker of the Lord (2:14-26)
VI. A Last Days Description (3:1-9)
VII. Continue in What You Have Learned (3:10-17)
VIII. Preach the Word (4:1-5)
IX. Paul’s Imminent Execution (4:6-18)
X. Closing (4:19-22)

Questions to Think About
1.) On numerous occasions, Paul reminded Timothy of his spiritual gifts (1 Timothy  
 4:14, 2 Timothy 1:6).  In 2 Timothy Paul tells him to stir up, or rekindle, his 
 spiritual gifts. What are some practical ways you can rekindle your spritual gifts?

2.) In 2:10 Paul says, “I endure all things for the sake of the elect.”  Are you willing to  
 endure hardship for the sake of your brothers and sisters in Christ?  How about  
 for those who may come to the Lord as a result of your ministry?

3.) It’s clear from 2 Timothy that Paul was able to reflect upon his ministry and his  
 walk with the Lord without regret.  He says things like, “I have fought the good  
 fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  If the Lord were to take you  
 home early or unexpectedly, would you have the same attitude as Paul?

Paul was awaiting 
execution in Rome when  

he wrote 2 Timothy.  
Many believe he was 

incarcerated in a prison 
known as the Tullianum.  
Whether or not it was the 
exact location, this picture 
is a good representation of 
the living conditions Paul 
would have faced during 
his final imprisonment.

Tullianum

Lois and Eunice

The Character of the Last Days
In 2 Timothy 3:1 Paul says, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come.”  

When are the last days?  Was Paul giving Timothy a warning he didn’t need to worry about in 
his day?  The Bible is clear that the last days encompass the time between the ascension of Jesus 
and when He comes back to set up His kingdom on earth.  This means we are currently living 
in the last days, as was Timothy.   Why will the last days be so perilous?  In v. 2-5, Paul gives 
nineteen charactersitics to describe the kind of people living during this time.  In this list, he 
mentions the word love six times.  He says that men will love themselves and love money (v. 

2), they will be unloving and despise good - literally, to be without the love of good (v. 3), and 
that they will love pleasure rather than love God (v. 4).  The idea here is that mankind will be 
completely self-absorbed.  This is the peril of the last days.  It’s no wonder Jesus said in John 
13:35, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  The 
kind of love Jesus calls us to is completely foreign to the world.  To have a selfless love rather 
than a selfish love.  And when we love the way He calls us to, the world will know that we are 

His followers in these last days.

In Chapter 1, Paul makes mention of the faith of Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother.   He also says in 3:15 that Timothy has known the scriptures “since 

childhood”.  No doubt, Timothy was reared in the faith by these godly women.  Oh 
the importance of raising our children in the faith!  As a result of their labor of 

love, Timothy not only had a faith of his own, but was also equipped for ministry 
when the apostle Paul called upon him.  



Through	the	Bible	–	2	Timothy	
The	Inspiration	of	Scripture	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
The	Bible	Is	Inspired	
	 Paul	wrote	to	Timothy,	"All	Scripture	is	given	by	inspiration	of	God."	In	English,	we	
use	five	words	("given	by	inspiration	of	God")	to	translate	a	single	Greek	word:	
theopneustos.	This	is	a	compound	word,	combining	theos	(God)	and	the	verb	pneo	
(breathe).	A	literal	translation	would	be	"God-breathed."	The	Bible	is	the	revelation	of	God	
and	inspiration	is	the	means	by	which	that	revelation	came.	The	authors	of	Scripture	were	
inspired	by	God	to	write.	This	does	not	mean	that	they	were	especially	motivated	or	had	
great	ideas,	but	that	God	Himself	ordained	the	words	that	they	wrote.	The	Holy	Spirit	
empowered	these	men	to	produce	the	text	of	Scripture.	The	implications	of	this	doctrine	
are	profound	and	profoundly	relevant.	
	
The	Bible	Is	Inerrant	
	 If	we	believe	that	the	Bible	has	been	inspired	by	God,	then	the	book	should	reflect	
the	character	of	God.	God	cannot	lie,	God	is	truth,	God	does	all	things	well.	This	leads	us	to	
the	doctrine	of	inerrancy.	The	Bible,	in	its	original	autographs	and	properly	understood,	is	
free	from	error.	
	 When	the	Bible	was	written,	when	pen	was	put	to	page,	the	Holy	Spirit	ensured	that	
each	word	was	accurate.	This	applies	first	to	the	Bible's	teachings.	Since	the	Bible	came	
from	God,	we	can	trust	that	its	statements	on	Heaven,	Hell,	sin	and	humanity	are	true.	This	
is	known	as	infallibility.	Beyond	this,	we	believe	that	the	Bible's	record	of	history	and	its	
prophecies	are	entirely	accurate.	You	can	trust	every	word	of	God's	Word.	Language	does	
not	limit	God's	ability	to	reveal	Himself.	God	is	able	to	use	language	to	its	fullest	ability	to	
provide	a	true	revelation	of	Himself	and	His	truth.	When	we	account	for	variant	readings	
through	textual	criticism	and	take	the	time	to	understand	the	culture	in	which	it	was	
written,	we	are	fully	affirmed	in	our	commitment	to	the	inerrancy	of	the	Bible.	
	
The	Bible	Is	Sufficient	
	 Even	with	a	solid	understanding	of	inerrancy,	it	is	possible	to	sell	Scripture	short.	It	
is	very	common	for	false	teachers	to	peddle	their	weird	ideas	by	referring	to	the	Bible	as	a	
"good	starting	place,"	or	a	"foundation."	It	is	both	of	those	things,	but	not	in	the	way	they	
mean	it.	Such	people	will	then	produce	their	own	manifesto	or	supplemental	scriptures	
that	will	"complete"	God's	revelation.	
	 Others	might	not	go	so	far	as	to	push	their	own	canon,	but	will	give	lip	service	to	the	
Bible	with	a	caveat.	Some	say	that	the	Bible	is	inerrant,	but	since	it	was	written	so	long	ago,	
it	is	unable	to	address	our	modern	concerns,	and	now	we	need	to	grow	beyond	the	text.	



Claims	such	as	these	imply	that	the	Bible	is	good,	but	not	enough;	it	is	insufficient.	But	this	
is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches	about	itself,	nor	what	has	been	historically	believed	in	the	
Church.	
	 When	we	say	that	the	Bible	is	sufficient,	we	mean	that	no	important	information	
has	been	left	out.	Obviously,	the	Bible	does	not	dive	into	the	depths	of	quantum	physics	or	
discuss	the	Internet.	In	fact,	there	are	many	theological	issues	that	the	Bible	does	not	
bother	to	fully	enumerate	for	us.	But	that	which	we	do	find	written	is	enough.	We	can	trust	
that	if	God	left	it	out,	then	He	meant	to	omit	it.	There's	a	lesson	about	priorities	to	be	
learned	there.	
	 As	Paul	said,	the	Holy	Scriptures	are	able	to	lead	us	to	salvation.	The	Bible	contains	
all	the	information	for	salvation	that	we	need.	God	did	not	leave	out	any	extra	details.	He	
didn't	conceal	secret	rituals	or	mysteries	that	are	only	available	to	a	few.	The	doctrine	you	
have	in	your	Bible	is	enough	to	bring	you	or	anyone	else	to	salvation.	You	do	not	need	to	go	
beyond	the	pages	of	Scripture	to	secure	your	soul.	
	
The	Bible	Is	Authoritative	
	 If	the	Bible	is	inspired,	and	it	is;	if	the	Bible	is	inerrant,	and	it	is;	if	the	Bible	is	
sufficient,	and	it	is,	then	the	Bible	is	also	authoritative.	The	Bible,	as	the	God-breathed	
Word,	has	the	final	say	in	the	believer's	life.	If	we	pay	only	lip	service	to	the	Word,	we	
demonstrate	that	we	do	not	actually	believe	what	we	say.	
	 It	is	not	enough	merely	to	acknowledge	the	Word	as	supreme,	or	to	attend	a	Bible-
teaching	church.	The	Bible	must	be	a	filter	for	our	conduct,	the	judge	and	jury	of	our	
decision-making.	It	is	treacherous	territory	to	start	employing	phrases	like,	"Well,	I	just	
think..."	or	"I	know	it	says	that,	but..."	or	"I	don't	think	God	would	actually..."	We	do	not	have	
the	right	to	evaluate	God's	commandments	in	light	of	our	own	preferences.		
	
Conclusion	
	 We	need	to	be	reminded	the	treasure	we	have	in	the	Word	of	God.	The	privilege	of	
having	an	inspired,	inerrant,	infallible,	sufficient	and	authoritative	message	from	heaven	is	
indescribable.	The	Bible	is	not	only	revelatory,	but	powerful.	The	Bible	has	silenced	critics,	
toppled	kingdoms	and	changed	lives	the	world	over.	And	God	in	His	sovereignty	has	
preserved	it	for	you!	


