
2 Corinthians
Paul had to get tough with the church in Corinth. His first 

epistle to them put it all on the line, with strong exhortations 
and rebukes. After that, there was resistance from the church 
to Paul’s instruction and authority, and there were a few more 
painful interactions between the two. However, while waiting 
in Macedonia, Paul receives word from Titus that the church 

has finally come to its senses and submitted to Paul’s word 
in repentance and humility. Paul writes 2 Corinthians to 
complete the reconciliation between the two. Paul speaks 
about the glory of the Gospel and the hope of Heaven. He 
brings them back into the fold of churches and encourages 
them to show the same love to one another. This does not 

mean that it’s all over – Paul spends a considerable amount of 
time defending his own character and warning against false 
teachers. The Corinthians had fallen for their tricks once, he 

wanted to make sure it did not happen ever again.
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About 2 Corinthians
Author: Paul
Date: ca. 57 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: To reconcile with the Corinthian church, who had
 received his rebuke and corrected the errors addressed in 1 Corinthians.
Characteristics: Another long letter, still with strong exhortations, but much softer and 
 encouraging, with a lot of personal details about Paul and the church.

Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-11)
II. Apostolic Ministry (1:12-7:16)
 A. Changed Plans Defended (1:12-2:11)
 B. Glorious Ministry Described (2:12-7:16)
  1. Triumphant in Christ (2:12-3:6)
  2. Glory from the Spirit (3:7-18)
  3. Power from God (4:1-15)
  4. Eternal Perspective (4:16-5:10)
  5. Message of Reconciliation (5:11-6:2)
  6. Marks of the Ministry (6:3-10)
  7. Anticipated Response (6:11-7:16)
III. Gracious Giving (8-9)
 A. Examples of Liberality (8:1-9)
 B. Advice and Arrangements for the Collection (8:10-9:5)
 C. Reward of Generosity (9:6-15)
IV. Affirmative Action (10:1-13:10)
 A. Appeal for Obedience (10:1-6)
 B. False Apostles Confronted (10:7-11:15)
 C. Apostolic Credentials (11:16-12:10)
 D. Recommended Response (12:11-13:10)
V. Conclusion (13:11-14)

Questions to Think About
1.) In 2 Corinthians 1 Paul tells us that God comforts us in our affliction so that we can be  
 a comfort to others. What afflictions have you endured? What lessons did God teach  
 you through them that could be a comfort to others in that same situation?

2.) Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 that the Gospel is the fragrance of God’s knowledge  
 – to some a fragrance of life, to others the fragrance of death. What makes the 
 difference? What does this teach us about evangelism?

3.) 2 Corinthians spends a good amount of time talking about a collection for the church  
 in Jerusalem. Many of Paul’s other churches were contributing. How important is it  
 for us as a church to be in fellowship and solidarity with other churches?

Grace and Truth in Corinth
In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul gives a very strong rebuke to the Corinthian church. The church had 

become tolerant of open sexual immorality. A man was living in an incestuous relationship with 
his stepmother, and the church celebrated their tolerance for accepting him. Paul commanded 

them to, “Put away from yourselves the evil person.” The man was to be put out of the church and 
delivered over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh.

2 Corinthians was written to commend the church for heeding Paul’s previous instructions, 
including those concerning this situation. The man was put out of the church. Then in 2 

Corinthians 2:5-11, Paul instructs the Corinthians to “reaffirm your love for him”. The ousting of 
this man, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians was so that “his spirit may be saved.” As Jesus explained in 
Matthew 18, the goal of church discipline is always the restoration of the sinner. We must stand 

strong on the truth, but must also show grace and love to those who repent.

The Peirene Fountain was a main water source in the city of Corinth, named for the 
myth of Peirene, a nymph who became a fountain of tears upon the death of her son. It 

also was believed to be the place where Bellerophon tamed the Pegasus.

Priscilla and Aquila
It was in the city of Corinth that Paul met two people who would become steadfast pillars in the Church: 
husband and wife, Priscilla and Aquila. According to Acts 18, they were Jews from Pontus who had been 
expelled from Rome after Claudius’ decree. Paul met them because they also were tentmakers. They came 

to believe on the Lord, and ended up traveling with Paul on his return trip to Antioch. Along the way 
he left them to look after the church in Ephesus. This is where they met the fiery preacher Apollos, who 
knew of John’s baptism, but not of Christ. They taught Apollos the Gospel, and he went on to become a 
fruitful evangelist. By the time Paul wrote Romans, they were back in the capital city, but by the time of 
Paul’s second imprisonment they were back in Ephesus, perhaps after fleeing persecution under Nero. 

Paul mentions in Romans 16:4 that they risked their lives in order to save his. Tradition tells us that they 
were martyred together.

Outline adapted from The Bible Knowledge Commentary



Through	the	Bible	–	2	Corinthians	
Paul	and	the	Corinthian	Church	by	Tyler	Warner	
	
Introduction	

The	two	epistles	to	the	Corinthians	constitute	the	longest	written	instruction	in	the	
New	Testament.	Together,	the	two	books	are	longer	than	Revelation,	Proverbs	and	even	
the	Gospel	of	Mark.	Paul	had	a	soft	spot	for	this	problem-child	of	a	church.	But	the	amazing	
thing	is	that	1	and	2	Corinthians	are	only	half	of	the	correspondence	Paul	had	with	them	
that	we	know	of!	A	careful	reading	of	the	New	Testament	reveals	a	long,	troublesome	
relationship	between	the	church	and	the	apostle,	coming	to	a	peaceful	resolution	in	the	
book	of	2	Corinthians.	
Initial	Instruction	

Paul	first	encountered	the	city	of	Corinth	on	his	second	missionary	journey.	Paul	
came	to	Corinth	alone	after	fleeing	to	Athens	from	Berea	and	Thessalonica.	It	was	there	
that	he	met	Priscilla	and	Aquila.	In	Corinth,	Paul	went	to	the	Gentiles	after	the	Jews	rejected	
him,	and	many	were	saved.	Out	of	jealousy,	the	Jews	brought	Paul	before	the	proconsul	to	
be	punished	for	his	false	teaching.	Gallio	the	proconsul	refused	to	make	a	judgment	on	a	
private	religious	matter,	and	the	ruler	of	the	synagogue,	Sosthenes,	was	beaten.	So	Paul	was	
allowed	to	stay	freely	in	the	city	of	Corinth	for	a	year	and	a	half.	After	his	departure	to	
Ephesus,	Paul	wrote	his	first	letter	to	the	Corinthians.	We	do	not	possess	this	letter,	nor	do	
we	know	its	contents.	It	is	referred	to	in	1	Corinthians	5:9	when	Paul	says,	“I	wrote	to	you	
in	my	epistle”.	
Long-Distance	Rebuke	

While	Paul	stayed	in	Ephesus,	a	Corinthian	Christian	named	Chloe	sent	word	to	him	
that	there	was	trouble	with	the	church	there	(1	Corinthians	1:11).	They	reported	that	there	
was	division,	sexual	immorality,	abuse	of	the	spiritual	gifts	and	rejection	of	Paul’s	authority	
in	the	Corinthian	church.	Paul	immediately	penned	a	response	with	Sosthenes	(who	
apparently	had	been	saved	in	the	interim),	and	sent	Timothy	to	bring	it	to	the	church.	This	
is	Paul’s	second	known	letter	but	is	what	we	today	call	1	Corinthians.	The	letter	was	a	
strong	rebuke	from	Paul,	urging	the	church	to	handle	the	issues	in	their	midst	and	submit	
to	his	long-distance	leadership.	In	it,	Paul	promises	to	visit	them	before	he	goes	to	
Macdeonia.	
Painful	Interactions	

However,	the	trouble	in	Corinth	would	not	be	so	easily	handled.	We	do	not	have	
much	information	regarding	this	next	stage	of	the	story,	but	we	have	enough	to	know	the	
basics	of	what	happened.	Paul	says	in	2	Corinthians	2:1,	“I	determined	this	within	myself,	
that	I	would	not	come	again	to	you	in	sorrow.”	Other	translations	call	this	the	“painful	
visit”.	Paul	refers	to	a	visit	where	he	caused	grief	to	the	church	and	to	himself.	We	can	



assume	that	Paul	had	to	go	in	person	to	handle	the	same	issues	he	had	addressed	in	his	
letter.	Because	the	verses	immediately	following	this	discussion	refer	to	the	man	who	was	
living	in	sexual	immorality,	it	is	likely	that	Paul	had	to	show	up	to	personally	remove	this	
man	from	the	fellowship	of	the	Corinthian	church.		

And	yet	even	after	this,	the	church	still	seemed	to	resent	Paul’s	leadership.	Things	
weren’t	quite	right.	This	is	when	Paul	wrote	his	third	letter	to	the	Corinthians.	We	do	not	
possess	this	letter	either.	2	Corinthians	7	discusses	a	letter	that	he	sent	with	Titus	and	
another	brother	(perhaps	Apollos)	in	order	to	deliver	a	last	rebuke	to	the	church.	Paul	feels	
the	need	to	say	that	he	did	not	regret	that	letter,	despite	the	sorrow	it	caused	the	
Corinthians.	Apparently	this	was	an	intense	epistle.	Paul	says	that	he	wrote	it,	“out	of	much	
affliction	and	anguish	of	heart…with	many	tears”	(2	Corinthians	2:4).	He	just	couldn’t	bear	
the	thought	of	another	painful	visit	to	Corinth,	so	he	sent	a	letter	instead.	Some	have	
suggested	that	this	is	1	Corinthians,	but	the	sequence	of	events	does	not	line	up	with	that.	
And	as	far	as	we	can	tell,	Titus	carried	the	third	letter,	while	Timothy	carried	1	Corinthians.	
Either	way,	when	Paul	sent	this	sorrowful	letter	as	a	follow-up	to	his	painful	visit,	his	
relationship	with	the	Corinthian	church	hung	in	the	balance,	as	did	their	very	souls.	So	he	
left	from	Troas	for	Macedonia	without	stopping	in	Corinth,	not	wanting	to	bring	more	pain	
to	the	situation.	
Restoration	and	Reconciliation	

When	Titus	joined	Paul	in	Macedonia	after	his	mission	to	the	Corinthians,	it	was	a	
joyful	reunion.	He	told	Paul	of	their,	“earnest	desire,	[their]	mourning,	[and	their]	zeal	for	
[Paul]”	(2	Corinthians	7:7)	The	Corinthians	had	finally	heeded	the	words	of	Paul	and	
repented.	This	is	why	Paul,	despite	his	joy,	does	not	regret	how	he	handled	the	situation,	
because	the	godly	grief	he	had	caused	led	to	their	repentance	and	reconciliation.	2	
Corinthians,	Paul’s	fourth	letter	to	the	Corinthians	that	we	know	of,	was	written	out	of	joy	
to	welcome	the	Corinthians	back	into	fellowship.	In	it	Paul	writes	of	the	power	of	the	
Gospel,	the	nobility	of	the	ministry	and	the	superiority	of	the	New	Covenant.	He	even	goes	
so	far	as	to	allow	them	to	welcome	back	the	troublesome	fellow,	who	had	repented	as	well.	
Paul	joyfully	announces	his	plan	to	come	to	them	for	a	third	time	in	1	Corinthians	13:1,	
after	he	has	finished	in	Macedonia.	The	Corinthians	were	back	where	they	belonged,	and	
Paul	could	rejoice	at	God’s	great	mercy.		
Conclusion	

There	is	so	much	more	to	the	story	of	the	Church	than	even	the	Bible	tells	us!	The	
early	Church	was	full	of	real	people	who	had	real	squabbles	and	problems.	People	dealt	
with	personality	differences	and	hurt	feelings	in	the	First	Century	too.	It	took	great	men	of	
God	like	Paul,	Titus	and	Sosthenes	to	shepherd	the	flock.	And	as	Paul	wrote	in	2	Corinthians	
1,	because	God	walked	Paul	and	the	Corinthians	through	their	difficulties,	we	can	trust	that	
God	will	take	care	of	us	through	ours	as	well.	 
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