
2 Chronicles
Chronicles tells the same story as Kings, but with 

a different perspective. 1 and 2 Kings are very 
honest in their portayal of Israel’s sin and end on 
a hopeless note. 1 and 2 Chronicles narrate the 

same tragic turn of events, but rather than dour, 
the tone is hopeful. Written to the post-exilic 
Jews, it is meant to inspire love for the Temple 

and the land, as well as a passion to serve the Lord 
faithfully. 2 Chronicles focuses on King Solomon 
and the construction of the first Temple, firing up 

the imagination of the Jews, who were in the 
process of building the second Temple. It only 

talks about the kings of Judah, and each is judged 
by God’s standard, teaching the people whose 

approval really matters. It ends with the decree 
of Cyrus that allowed the people to go home. 2 
Chronicles is a story of the glory days, with an 

invitation to return to the Land as God promises 
to restore the lost years.
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About 2 Chronicles
Author: Unknown (Ezra?)
Date: ca. 500 - 430 B.C.
Genre: History
Purpose: To remind postexilic Judah of the good example of Solomon and the trend of 
 wickedness that brought about God’s judgment.
Characteristics: Stories of the kings of Judah, focusing primarily upon Solomon as the example  
 of a good king, leading to the Exile of Judah at the hands of Babylon.

Outline
I. The Reign of Solomon (1-9)
 A. The Assembly at Gibeon and Solomon’s Might (1)
 B. The Building of the Temple (2:1-5:1)
 C. The Dedication of the Temple (5:2-7:22)
 D. Solomon’s Accomplishment (8-9)
II. Rehoboam to Uzziah (10-25)
 A. The Reign of Rehoboam (10-12)
 B. The Reign of Abijah (13:1-14:1)
 C. The Reign of Asa (14:2-16:4)
 D. The Reign of Jehoshaphat (17-20)
 E. The Reign of Jehoram (21)
 F. The Reign of Ahaziah (22:1-9)
 G. The Usurpation of Athaliah (22:10-23:21)
 H. The Reign of Joash (24)
 I. The Reign of Amaziah (25)
III. Uzziah to the Restoration Community (26-36)
 A. The Reign of Uzziah (10-12)
 B. The Reign of Jothan (13:1-14:1)
 C. The Reign of Ahaz (14:2-16:4)
 D. The Reign of Hezekiah (17-20)
 E. The Reign of Manasseh (21)
 F. The Reign of Amon (22:1-9)
 G. The Reign of Josiah (22:10-23:21)
 H. The Reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin (36:1-10)
 I. The Reign of Zedekiah and the Fall of Jerusalem (36:11-21)
 J. The Decree of Cyrus (36:22-23)

Questions to Think About
1.) The long descriptions of the construction of the Temple might seem tedious to us, but how might this story have  
 impacted the returned exiles in Jerusalem? Compare this book with the narratives in Ezra, or the prophecies of  
 Haggai and Zechariah.

2.) 2 Chronicles does not narrate the failures of Solomon like the books of Kings did. Instead it portrays him as an 
 ideal ruler. Why do you think this is? What in his life was worthy to be held up as an example to God’s people?  
 What does this teach us about God’s grace?

3.) The book ends with the proclamation of Cyrus allowing the Jews to return home. How does this compare to the  
 bleak ending of 2 Kings? Put yourself in the place of an exiled Israelite reading this book. How would you have  
 responded to this book?

From The World and the Word, B&H Academic

1 and 2 Chronicles were 
originally one book. The 

Hebrew title is 
Divrey-Hayyamim, 

translated “The Words/
Chronicles of the Days.” The 

Greek title is Paraleipomenon, 
“Things Which Remain on 

One Side.” The book provides 
a second narrative of the 

dynasties of Israel, focusing 
especially on the reigns of 

David and Solomon

Davidic Dynasty
 KING   REIGN
 David   40 years, 1 Chr. 10-29
 Solomon  40 years, 2 Chr. 1-9
 Rehoboam  17 years, 2 Chr. 10-12
 Abijah   3 years, 2 Chr. 13
 Asa   41 years, 2 Chr. 14-16
 Jehoshaphat  25 years, 2 Chr. 17-20
 Jehoram  8 years, 2 Chr. 21
 Ahaziah  1 year, 2 Chr. 22:1-9
 Athaliah  6 years, 2 Chr. 22:10-23:21
 Joash   40 years, 2 Chr. 24
 Amaziah  29 years, 2 Chr. 25
 Uzziah... Azariah 52 years, 2 Chr. 26
 Jotham   16 years, 2 Chr. 27
 Ahaz   16 years, 2 Chr. 28
 Hezekiah  29 years, 2 Chr. 29-32
 Manasseh  55 years, 2 Chr. 33:1-20
 Amon   2 years, 2 Chr. 33:21-25
 Josiah   31 years, 2 Chr. 34-35
 Jehoahaz  3 months, 2 Chr. 36:1-4
 Jehoiakim  11 years, 2 Chr. 36:5-8
 Jehoiachin  3 months, 2 Chr. 36:9-10
 Zedekiah  11 years, 2 Chr. 36:11-16 Hezekiah’s tunnel (2 Chronicles 32)



Through	the	Bible	–	2	Chronicles	
The	High	Places1	
	
Israel	and	the	High	Places	
	 	Even	 before	 Israel	 had	 conquered	 the	 Promised	 Land,	 God	 had	 instructed	 them	 through	
Moses	 to	 topple	 the	 high	 places	 and	 destroy	 the	 idols	 the	 Ancient	 Canaanites	 had	 set	 up	 for	
worship.	These	altars	were	used	 for	worship	of	 the	 foreign	gods	 the	Canaanites	worshipped,	and	
they	would	make	 sacrifices	 upon	 these	 altars	 at	 the	 high	 places.	 Carved	 images	 and	 idols	would	
often	be	present	at	these	high	places.		

While	the	people	Israel	were	across	the	Jordan	from	Jericho	in	the	plains	of	Moab,	the	Lord	
told	Moses	to	instruct	the	people:	“’Speak	to	the	children	of	Israel,	and	say	to	them:	“When	you	have	
crossed	the	Jordan	into	the	land	of	Canaan,	then	you	shall	drive	out	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	from	
before	you,	destroy	all	their	engraved	stones,	destroy	all	their	molded	images,	and	demolish	all	their	
high	 places”’”	 (Numbers	 33:51-52).	 God	 desired	 that	 the	 carved	 images	 and	 the	 high	 places	 of	
worship	be	removed,	purifying	for	the	Chosen	People	of	God	a	Holy	Land	to	indwell.		
	 One	 of	 the	 reasons	 God	 ordered	 the	 high	 places	 to	 be	 destroyed	 is	 because	 they	 were	
dedicated	to	worship	of	false	gods.	“The	high	places	were	inseparably	linked	to	idolatry”	(ATS	Bible	
Dictionary),	 and	 the	 Lord	 many	 times	 warned	 Israel	 about	 the	 consequences	 of	 idolatry.	 He	
commanded	 in	 the	Decalogue:	 “’You	 shall	 not	make	 for	 yourself	 a	 carved	 image—any	 likeness	of	
anything	that	 is	 in	heaven	above,	or	that	 is	 in	the	earth	beneath,	or	that	 is	 in	the	water	under	the	
earth;	you	shall	not	bow	down	to	them	nor	serve	them.	For	I,	the	Lord	your	God,	am	a	jealous	God,	
visiting	 the	 iniquity	of	 the	 fathers	upon	 the	 children	 to	 the	 third	and	 fourth	generations	of	 those	
who	hate	me’”	(Exodus	20:4-5).	Any	worship	on	these	high	places	toward	an	idol	was	an	egregious	
violation	 of	 the	 first	 two	 commandments	 in	 the	 Ten	 Commandments.	 God	 desired	 the	 people	 of	
Israel	 to	 worship	 Him	 alone,	 and	 He	 desired	 that	 the	 high	 places	 be	 destroyed,	 lest	 Israel	 be	
tempted	to	turn	away.	Unfortunately,	 throughout	Israel’s	 time	in	the	Promised	Land,	 they	did	not	
destroy	all	the	high	places	and	frequented	idol	worship	through	certain	periods,	especially	during	
the	time	of	the	Kings.	Israel	was	so	entrenched	in	this	cycle	of	sin	that	not	only	did	they	leave	high	
places	 remaining,	 but	 they	 even	 built	 their	 own	 high	 places	 (1	Kings	 14:22-23).	 God	 desired	 the	
Jews,	 however,	 to	 worship	 Him	 alone	 in	 truth,	 and	 to	 make	 sacrifices	 that	 He	 required	 at	 the	
Temple.		
	

The	Kings	and	the	High	Places	
	 Samuel	had	 told	 the	people	of	 Israel	 that	all	would	go	well	 if	 the	kings	would	pursue	God	
and	lead	them	along	His	path:		

“’If	you	fear	the	LORD	and	serve	Him	and	obey	His	voice,	and	do	not	rebel	against	the	
commandment	of	the	LORD,	then	both	you	and	the	king	who	reigns	over	you	will	continue	
following	the	LORD	your	God.	However,	 if	you	do	not	obey	the	voice	of	the	LORD,	but	rebel	
against	the	commandment	of	the	LORD,	then	the	hand	of	the	LORD	will	be	against	you,	as	it	
was	against	your	fathers.’”	(1	Samuel	12:14-15)	

																																																								
1 Written by Joel Denney. 



Though	Samuel	had	given	warning	to	Israel	and	the	kings	to	come,	many	kings	of	Israel	and	Judah	
led	the	people	astray	from	the	Lord.	There	were,	however,	a	few	kings	who	did	what	was	right	in	
the	eyes	of	the	Lord	with	respect	to	the	high	places,	like	Asa	and	Josiah.	2	Chronicles	14:2-3	records:	

“Asa	did	what	was	good	and	right	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD	his	God,	for	he	removed	the	
altars	 of	 the	 foreign	 gods	 and	 the	high	places,	 and	broke	down	 the	 sacred	pillars	 and	 cut	
down	the	wooden	images.	He	commanded	Judah	to	seek	the	LORD	God	of	their	fathers,	and	
to	observe	the	law	and	the	commandment.	He	also	removed	the	high	places	and	the	incense	
altars	from	all	the	cities	of	Judah,	and	the	kingdom	was	quiet	under	him.”	

There	were,	other	kings	who	later	allowed	the	people	to	worship	idols	and	wooden	images	(Joash	
in	2	Chronicles	24:17-19,	Amaziah	in	2	Chronicles	25:14-16).	God	had	ordered	that	the	high	places	
be	 torn	 down,	 yet	 through	 the	 various	 kingdoms	 of	 Israel,	 the	 high	 places	 remained	 a	 constant	
battle	 for	the	people	of	 Israel,	and	when	they	sinned	against	the	Lord	through	idolatry,	God	came	
against	them	as	He	had	said	He	would	if	they	went	astray.		
	 Our	 God	 is	 a	 jealous	 God	 and	He	 desires	 us	 to	worship	Him	 alone.	 The	 high	 places	were	
places	where	other	gods	and	idols	were	worshipped,	and	this	thing	displeased	the	Lord.	When	we	
consider	 how	 the	 Lord	 dealt	 with	 Israel	 regarding	 these	 high	 places,	 we	 should	 also	 heed	 His	
instruction	in	our	lives.	We,	also,	as	believers	must	tear	down	the	high	places	in	our	lives	that	have	
been	set	up	(material	or	immaterial)	and	worship	the	Lord	only.	In	this	God	is	glorified	and	pleased,	
and	we	as	His	people	will	be	blessed.	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

A	high	place	and	standing	stone	by	the	Iron	Age	gates	at	Bethsaida.	Photo	by	Kim	Walton	
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