
1 Thessalonians
Paul’s normal strategy was to plant a church in a city and then 
stay as long as needed to raise up elders and establish sound 
doctrine. He stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, Ephesus 

for three years. But Paul was run out of Thessalonica by jealous 
Jewish leaders after less than a month. Forced to flee to Berea, 
then Athens, Paul grew concerned over the fledgling church. 

But when Timothy and Silas joined him in Corinth, they 
reported that the church stood fast under persecution. Out of 
joy, Paul wrote his first epistle to the Thessalonians. He sent 
Timothy right back to let them know how overjoyed he was, 

and to answer a few of their questions. Specifically, Paul talked 
about the coming Day of the Lord. He told them not to grieve 

as those who have no hope over their loved ones because Christ 
will return soon and we will all rise with Him together. The 

letter demonstrates Paul’s pastoral heart as well as the depth of 
understanding he expected young churches to have.
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About 1 Thessalonians  
Author: Paul (with Silas and Timothy)
Date: ca. 50 AD
Genre: Epistle
Purpose: Paul writes to encourage a newly established church 
and to correct errant teachings about the return of Jesus which had caused great concern.
Characteristics: A letter of encouragement with instruction about eschatalogical events, 
practical Christian living, and warnings about those teaching false doctrine.

Outline
I. A Prayer of Thanksgiving (1:1-10)
II. A Model for Ministry (2:1-12)
III. Paul’s Joy and Concern for the Thessalonians (2:13-20)
IV. Paul Sends Timothy on His Behalf (3:1-8)
V. Paul’s Prayer for Their Spiritual Growth (3:9-13)
VI. A Call to Sanctification (4:1-12)
VII. The Rapture (4:13-18)
VIII. The Day of the Lord (5:1-11)
IX. Closing Exhortations (5:12-28)

Questions to Think About
1.) Paul gives clear instruction about the rapture of the church to comfort the minds of the  
 Thessalonians. What does it mean that believers are not destined for God’s wrath?  
 How is the Rapture indicative of this truth? 

2.) The return of Jesus is imminent. This truth should be a guide to how we conduct our  
 lives. 1 Thess. 5:6 says, “Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch  
 and be sober.” How should the imminent return of Christ affect the way you live?

3.) Though a young church, the Thessalonians were examples to believers throughout  
 Macedonia and Achaia. Paul heard of their resolve to follow the Lord and how it  
 ministered to the surrounding areas. As you live your life for Christ, what example  
 are you setting for those around you?

The Rapture and the Day of the Lord

Thessalonians in Acts
Paul established the church at Thessalonica during his second missionary journey, as recorded in Acts 17:1-9. As 
was his custom, Paul preached Jesus as Messiah to the Jews in the synagogue for three weeks. There were some 

Jews who believed and were saved, and even many Greeks came to salvation during Paul’s ministry at 
Thessalonica. There were, however, many Jews who were not persuaded that formed a mob and drove Paul and 

Silas out of Thessalonica. Though Paul and Silas were there for a short time, the Lord did a great work in 
establishing a healthy church that weathered persecution that continued long after Paul and Silas had fled the city. 

Below is a timeline of the events that led to the writing of 1 Thessalonians:

1.) Paul and Silas flee Thessalonica and travel to Berea after the Jews form a mob (Acts 17:5, 10)
2.) Timothy most likely left Philippi to rejoin Paul and Silas in Berea (Acts 17:4, 10, 14)
3.) After the Jews followed Paul and Silas to Berea, Paul deptarted, leaving Silas and Timothy in Berea (Acts 17:14)
4.) Paul told those from Berea who escorted him to Athens for Silas and Timothy to rejoin him soon (Acts 17:5)
5.) Silas and Timothy rejoined Paul in Athens (Acts 17:16; 1 Thess. 3:2)
6.) Timothy was sent to Thessalonica from Athens (Acts 18:5)
7.) After Timothy left, Silas also went to Macedonia (Acts 18:5)
8.) Paul traveled from Athens to Corinth (Acts 18:1)
9.) Timothy returned to Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5; 1 Thess. 3:6)
10.) Silas returned to Paul at around the same time as Timothy (Acts 18:5)
11.) Paul then wrote 1 Thessalonians, along with Timothy and Silas (1 Thess. 1:1)

Timeline adapted from “An Introduction to 1 Thessalonians” by David Malic at bible.org



Through	the	Bible	–	1	Thessalonians	
The	Rapture	by	Troy	Warner	&	Tyler	Warner	

Introduction	
	 In	his	first	letter	to	the	Thessalonians	Paul	comforts	the	church	by	telling	them	that	

the	dead	in	Christ	will	rise.	Part	of	this	comfort	he	gives	is	his	teaching	that	there	will	be	

Christians	who	remain	until	the	resurrection.	“Then	we	who	are	alive	and	remain	shall	be	

caught	up	together	with	them	in	the	clouds	to	meet	the	Lord	in	the	air.	And	thus	we	shall	

always	be	with	the	Lord”	(1	Thessalonians	4:17).	In	this	verse,	the	words	“caught	up”	

translate	the	Greek	word	harpazo,	which,	when	translated	into	Latin,	is:	rapturo.[1]	This	is	
where	we	get	our	English	word	“Rapture”.	The	Rapture	is	an	event	where	believers	are	

caught	up	into	the	presence	of	the	Lord.	Almost	all	Christians	believe	in	the	Rapture,	but	

there	are	disagreements	about	when	the	Rapture	will	take	place.	There	are	three	main	

views	held	among	believers	and	each	sees	the	event	happening	at	different	times	in	

relation	to	the	seven-year	Tribulation	as	described	in	the	book	of	Revelation.		
	
Post-Tribulation	
	 The	Post-Tribulational	view	sees	the	Rapture	as	a	simultaneous	event	with	the	

Second	Coming	of	Christ	(Matthew	24	:27–31;	Revelation	19:1–16).
[2]
	This	will	happen	at	

the	end	of	the	Tribulation,	when	Jesus	will	defeat	the	Antichrist	and	establish	His	Kingdom	

on	the	earth.	Adherents	to	this	view	believer	that	the	Church	will	go	through	the	Great	

Tribulation.	This	is	the	biggest	problem	with	this	view.	God	has	an	established	pattern	of	

never	punishing	the	righteous	with	the	unrighteous	(Genesis	18:25;	19:22),	and	the	

Tribulation	represents	not	general	suffering	but	the	wrath	of	God	unleashed	on	the	earth.	

But	we	are	not	appointed	to	wrath	(1	Thessalonians	5:9).	The	wrath	of	God	was	poured	out	

on	His	Son	Jesus	at	the	cross.	Post-Tribulation	believers	rely	on	Matthew	24:31,	when	Jesus	

said	that	the	elect	will	be	gathered	from	the	four	winds	of	the	earth	as	a	description	of	the	

Rapture.	However,	Jesus	is	referring	to	the	same	prophetic	event	that	gathers	scattered	

Israel	(Isaiah	11:11–12)	prior	to	establishing	the	Kingdom;	the	elect	in	this	passage	are	the	

Jews.	Those	who	are	elect	in	Christ	will	never	endure	God’s	wrath.	

	
Mid-Tribulation	
	 The	Mid-Tribulational	view	teaches	that	the	Rapture	will	take	place	in	the	middle	of	

the	seven-year	tribulation.	This	is	not	a	particularly	popular	view.	Adherents	identify	the	

“last	trumpet”	of	1	Corinthians	15:52	with	the	last	trumpet	blast	in	Revelation	11:15.	But	a	

closer	look	at	these	two	events	does	not	support	the	idea	that	these	events	are	one	in	the	

same.	John	Ryrie	says,	



This	is	a	somewhat	simplistic	argument	that	assumes	that	all	blowing	of	

trumpets	must	indicate	the	same	kind	of	event.	This	is	not	true...The	seventh	

trumpet	is	a	trumpet	of	judgment,	whereas	the	trumpet	in	1	Corinthians	is	

one	of	resurrection	and	deliverance.	That	they	indicate	the	same	event	is	a	

gratuitous	assumption.
[3]
	

	 This	view	tries	to	avoid	putting	the	Church	in	the	wrath	of	God,	so	they	believe	that	

they	will	be	removed	halfway	through	the	Tribulation.	This	is	why	it	is	sometimes	call	a	

“Pre-Wrath”	view.	But	this	still	puts	the	Church	in	the	day	of	judgment,	even	if	they	miss		

the	worst	of	it.	

	
Pre-Tribulation	
	 The	third	view	believes	that	the	Church	will	be	caught	up	to	meet	the	Lord	prior	to	

the	Great	Tribulation.	This	is	known	as	the	Pre-Tribulation	Rapture.	We	hold	to	this	view.	

The	Church	and	Israel	are	distinct	entities	and	the	Great	Tribulation	is	a	time	for	the	nation	

of	Israel.	They	will	experience	the	persecution	of	the	Antichrist	as	spoken	of	by	Daniel	the	

prophet,	Jesus	and	John	(Daniel	7:25;	Matthew	24:15–22;	Revelation	12:1–6).	The	Lord	

promises	to	keep	the	Church	from	the	specific	trouble	of	the	Great	Tribulation	(Revelation	

3:7).		Finally,	the	Bible	teaches	the	imminent	return	of	Christ	for	the	Church	–	the	belief	that	

Christ	could	come	at	any	minute	(Philippians	4:5;	Titus	2:13;	Hebrews	9:28;	James	5:7-9;	

Revelation	3:11).	If	we	are	waiting	for	certain	events	to	take	place	before	Christ’s	return,	

haven’t	we	lost	that	important	theme	of	Scripture?	

	
Conclusion	
	 As	pertains	to	salvation,	it	is	not	important	which	of	these	views	is	taken	by	a	

Christian	–	we’re	all	waiting	for	the	return	of	the	Lord.	But	it	does	matter	for	other	reasons.	

First	of	all,	we	ought	to	study	to	show	ourselves	approved	and	fully	examine	every	issue.	

And	then	it	affects	how	we	will	live	our	lives	and	how	we	will	conceive	of	God.	Do	we	

believe	that	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus	was	enough	to	spare	us	from	the	wrath	of	God?	Do	we	

believe	that	God	is	good	and	will	not	punish	the	righteous	with	the	unrighteous?	The	

assurance	of	Paul	makes	little	sense	if	impending	death	and	judgment	was	right	around	the	

corner	for	the	new	believers	in	Thessalonica.	Instead	we	can	take	joy	in	the	hope	of	

salvation	and	anticipate	the	coming	of	Jesus	at	any	moment!		
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